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Advertiſement. 


THE Editor conceives it incumbent on him 
to inform the Public, that the Author of the fol- 
lowing View is not concern ed ip the emoluments 
of the publication. The Aditor holds the copy 
right as a free gift, and it is entirely at his expense 
and for his benefit ar the Wertes published. 

One paragraph in Mr. Monroe's. Instructions 
and likewise a part of the Leiters No. 32 and 
39 (of the last only, a few words) are, from mo- 
tives of delicacy, omitted. The article of Ina 
struction applies lo the case of an individual, 
and the passages in those Tetters,are Hkewise of à 
personal nature, unconnected with the merits of 
any general top 4. 
The absence of the Author, has prevented his 
superintendance over the publication, and: 4s 
the cause of a few errors, the most materia] of 
which are noted in the next page. His distanee, 
from this city, also, ddlayed: the receipt of the? 
following note, until it was too late to give it its, 
Proper place in the Yew... It is here sub- 
joined. | | 5 
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Note. I did not mention the intimation about the Floridas, 
to the adminiſtration, becauſe I thought it a ſubject with 
which I had nothing to do, ſeeking only to open the Miſſi- 
ſippi and ſettle the boundary, according to my inſtructions ; 
and becauſe, had the caſe been otherwiſe, that ſtate of things 
was too tranſitory to admit any thing being done in it. I find 
however, afterwards,. when the French government began to 
change its policy towards us, and were ſuppoſed to be 
treating for that territory with Spain, that in communicating 
what I heard of the depending negociation, I mentioned al- 
ſo, its former diſpofition in that reſpect, as a proof of that 
change, See page 363. 
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10 4th Line, after the word administration inſert; ang vieb desi gu 
to aer the views of the administration. . 
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15 Line 14th, read succeeded for succeed. 

19 The letter to the Prendent of the Convention ſhould be 44. 
10 ted the 14th. 

24 In the 1ſt line of the Miniſter's peers read 8 * 

representatives. 

41 Line 8th from bottom, add a Seriod after the word Solids” © 

42 Line 5th, after observe add also. | 

PE Line 8th from bottom, read occluding for becluding | 

Line 14th from bottom, read p0SSeSSCS for POSSESS» 

111 Line 8th, for scemed read seem. 5 
149 Line 21ſt, for dispositions read disposition. | 
Ibid. Line 13th from bottom, for avoided read dreaded, | 
143 Line 18th, for completed read conc! uded. 
273 Line 24th, for constitution read elections; - - | 
274 Line 5th, for bundred read thousand. Late 
276 Line 2th, after declaration add in favor. ay 
277 Line 26th, for whatever read ust. 
4296 Line r2th, for conclude read presume. 
374 Line 19th, before the word. complain inſert note 
375 Line 4th, for received read receive. 
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| II the month of May, 1494, I was invited 
by the Preſident of the United States, through the Se- 
cretary of State, to accept the office of Miniſter Pleni- 
potentiary to the French republic. The propoſition was plain 
and direct, announcing to me, for the firſt time, that the exe- 
cutive thought of me for that office z and certain it is, I did 
not ſolicit, defire or even think of it for myſelf. The fecre- 
tary obſerved that Mr. Morris was to be recalled ; and it be- 
ing neceflary to appoint a ſucceſſor, the preſident had requeſt- 
ed him to inform me, he ſhould be glad I would take his 
place. I received the communication with a due degree of 
ſenſibility z but yet the propoſal was ſo new and unexpected, 
that it was, from a variety of conſiderations, impoſſible for me 5 
to give an immediate anſwer to it. I requeſted ſome days to , 
deliberate on the ſubject, whicl were granted. | 
I I was at this time a member of the ſenate of the United. 
States, for the State of Virginia, which ſtation I had held for 1 
ſeveral years before. It had been too my fortune, in the courſe 1 
of my ſervice, to differ from the adminiſtration, upon many 
of our moſt important public meaſures. It is not neceſſa- 
ry to ſpecify here the ſeveral inſtances in which this variance 
in political ſentiment took place between the adminiſtration | 
and myſelf : I think proper however to notice two examples | ; ; 
of it, ſince they ſerve eſſentially to illuſtrate the principles up- 
on which that variance was founded, and the light in which I 
was known to the adminiſtration and my country before this 
Propoſal was made to me. 'The firſt took place when Mr. Mor- 
ris was nominated miniſter plenipotentiary to the French re- 
public; which nomination I oppoſed, becauſe I was perſuaded 
from Mr. Morris's known political character and principles, that 
his appointment, and eſpecially at a period when the French 
nation was in à Gourſe of reyolytion, from an arbitrary to a 
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feelings in thoſe reſpects, and at the fame time ren 


3 


free government, would tend to diſcountenance the repub- 
lican cauſe there and at home, and otherwiſe weaken, and 
greatly to our prejudice, the connection ſubbſling between 
the two countries. The ſecond took place when Mr. Jay was 
nominated to Great Britain; which nomination too I oppoſed, 
becauſe under all rhe well known circumſtances of the mo- 
ment, I was of opinion we could not adopt ſuch a meaſure, 
conſiſtently either with propriety, or any reaſonable proſpect 
of adequate ſucceſs; fince being a meaſure without tone, and 
one which ſecured to that power ime, which of all things it 
wiſhed to ſecure, it ſeemed better calculated to anſwer its 
purpoſe than ours; moreover, becauſe I was 4 opinion, in 
the then ſtate of European affairs, it would be made by the 


enemies of the two Republics the means ot embroiling us 
with France; the other party to the European war; and be- 
-cauſe I chought it was unconſtitutional to appoint a member 


of the judiciary into an executive office: And laftly, becauſe 


J alſo thought, from a variety of conſiderations, it would be 


difficult to find within the limits of the United States, a per- 
fon who was more likely to improve, to the greateſt poſhble 
extent, the miſchicf to which the meaſure natural! 'expofed 


us. This laſt example took place only a few weeks before 
my own appointment, which was on the 28th of May 1794 


When I conſidered theſe circumſtances, I was ſurprife 
that this propoſal ſhould be made me by the adminiftration, 
and intimated the ſime to the Secretary of State; who replied, 
that my political principles, which were known to favor the 
French revolution and to cheriſh a friendly connection with 
France, were a ſtrong motive with the Preſident for offering 
me the miſſion, ſince he withed to ſatisfy the French pgovern- 
ment what his own ſentiments were upon thoſe polats. ' He 
added, that in his opinion, the Preſident was as ſincere 'a 
friend to the French revolution and our alliance with France, 
as I could be, and of courſe that nothing would be required | 
of me inconfiitent with my own principles; on the contrary 
that I ſhould be placed on a theatre where I might Faun m 

render a mb 
uſeful and acceptable ſervice to my country; for that dr Af- 
fairs with France had fallen into great derangement, and re- 
quired an immediate and decifiye effort to retrieve them. 


Thus adviſed I ſubmitted the propdfition to = friends,” whe 
2 


were of opinion I ought to accept it, and whereupon I did 
accept it. | | | Ep 1.64 
My inſtructions were drawn in ſtrict 3 theſe 
fentiments, as will eppear by a peruſal of them. Ney enjofn- 
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ed it on me, to uſe. my utmoſt endeavours to inſpite the 
French. government, with perfect conſidence in the ſolicituds 
which the preſident felt /r the ſucceſs of the French revolution , 
of his preference for France lo all other nations as the friend and 
ally of the United States; of the grateful ſenſe wvhich ave ftill re- 
tained for the important ſervices that were rendered us by France 


in the courſe of our revolution; and to declare in explicit terms 
that although neutrality was the lot we preferred, yet in caſe 


we embarked in te var it would be on her ſide and againſt her ene- 


mies, be they wha they might. Several incnlents. which had 
occurred in the courſe of our affairs of a nature to create in 
France doubts of a contrary diſpoſition in our councils, were 


expresſly adverted to, for the purpoſe of enabling me to diſli- 
pate thoſe doubts, by ſuch explanations as might be gt ſue- 


ceſsful The miſhon of Mr, Jay to London was particular- 
1y noticed; becauſe it was, I preſume, deemed molt likely to 


produce or ſoſter ſuch doubts. Upon this point my inſtruc-. - 


tions were as follows: * It is not improbable you will be o- 
bliged to encounter on this head ſuſpicions of various kinds. 
But you may declare the motives of that miſſion to be, to ob- 


tain immediate compenſation for our plundered property and re- 


\ ſtitution of the poſts.” 


Another incident was taken advantage of by the adminiſ- 
tration, with a view to ſatisfy the government of France that 
its profeſſions were in all reſpects ſincere.” The ſenate and 
Houſe of repreſentatives had each paſſed a reſolution, ex- 


preſſive of the intereſt they took, reſpectively, inthe welfare of 
the French republic, with-a requeſt ” each to. the executive, 


to tranſmit the ſame in its behalf to the French government. 
In fulfilling this duty the executive availed itſelf of the oppor- 
unity furniſhed, to declare its own ſentiments on the fame 
Fubject, which it did in terms the moſt ſtrang and empha- 


tic that could be nſed. In communicating the 'refolution 


of the ſenate it was obſerved by the Secretary of State (througli 


whoſe department the communication paſſed) c that ia ex- 
ecuting this duty, the liberal ſuccours which the United States 


received from the French nation, in their ſtruggle for inde- 
pendence, preſent themſelves warm to the recollection. On 
this baſis was the friendſhip between the two nations found- 
ed: On this baſis and the continued interchange of regard 
ſince. has it grown; and ſupported by theſe motives it will 


remain ſirm and conſtant. The Senate therefore tender tp 


the committee of public ſafety, their zealous wiſhes for the 


French republic; they learn with ſenſibility every ſucceſs 
which pre votes the N French nation; and 


fm. } 


the full eftabliſhment of their peace and liberty will be ever 
eſteemed by the Senate as a happineſs to the United States 
aad to humanity.” And in communicating that of the houfe 
of repreſentatives, it was further added; * that in no manner 
could this honorable and grateful function be more properly 
diſcharged than by ſeizing the occaſion of declaring to the al- 
oy the United States, that the cauſe of liberty, in the de- 
ence of which ſo much American blood and treaſures have 
been laviſhed, is cheriſhed by our republic with increaſing 
enthuſiaſm ; that under the ſtandard of liberty whereſoever 
it ſhall be diſplayed, the affection of the United States will 
always rally; and that the ſucceſſes of thoſe who ſtand forth 
as her avengers will be, gloried in by the United States, and 
will be felt as the ſucceſſes of themfelves and the other friends 
of humanity. Yes, repreſentatives of our ally, your com- 
munication has been addreſſed to thoſe who ſhare in your 


fortunes, and who take a deep intereſt in the happineſs and 


proſperity of the French republic.“ 

Theſe refolutions were public, being printed and pub- 
liſhed on the journal of cach houſe ; whence it was reaſon- 
able to infer, that the communication of the executive, which 
announced them to the French government, was | likewiſe 


of a public nature, eſpecially when it was confidered that 


the committee of public ſafety might publiſh the whole, if it 
thought fit. No intimation was given me by the adminiſ- 
tration that it was its with they thould be kept ſecret; I 
therefore concluded that the publication thereof, was a, cir- 
cumſtance, that muſt have been | contemplated by the execu- 
tive. | | - N | 
Upon this baſis my miſſion was laid; a baſts which ſa- 
tisſied me, that whatever might be the ſucceſs of our ex- 
traordinary miſſion to England, its objects were ſo few, and 
its powers ſo ſtrictly limited and well deſined, that nothing 
could poſſibly reſult from it, that would leſſen the confidence 
of France in the friendſhip and affe tion profeſſed towards her, 


or call in queſtion the purity of my motives in accepting, un- 


der the adminiſtration, this miſſion to the French republic. 
The proſpect before me therefore every way was aneligible one. 


My connection with the adminiſtration was formed upon my 


own principles; or rather our principles appeared to be the ſame 
in all the points in queſt ion; and the duties jt was enjoined 
upon me to perform, were thoſe in which of all others x 
withed to ſucceed : for nothing could be more delightful 
to me, than by. Iabouring to inſpire the French government, 
upon terms ſaſę and honorable to myle!f, with a confidence 


%- 
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in the fair and friendly views of our own, to conttibute to re- 


claim to the bonds of a cloſe amity, two countries whoſe 
friendſhip was contracted in the war of our revolution, and 
which ought to be eternal; but who were now unhappily di- 
verging from each r, and in danger of being thrown whol- 
ly apart; and, as I d, equally againſt the intereſt and 
inclination of bot. 
to me, than toe able, by means of that confidence, to recoves 
to our citizeQs a full indemnity for the injuries they had al- 
ready ſuſtaineTby the loſs of it : And theſe were the particu- 
lar duties it was enjoined upon me to perform. I embarked 
therefore immediately with a view to commence and purſue 
them with zeal. 

Upon my arrival in Paris, which was on the 2d of Auguſt 
1794, I found that the work of alienation and diſunion had 
been carried further than I had before even ſuſpected. The 
haraſſment of our commerce had commenced, and gone to 


ſome extent; and a coolneſs and diſtruſt of our policy were 


marked ſtrongly in their proceedings. In ſhort it was ap- 


parent that, things were in train for an entire ſeparation of the 


two countries, as may be ſeen by reference to the docu- 


ents which exhibit a correct view of the then ſtate of our 


affairs.“ a : | 
I preſented my credentials to the commiſſary of foreign af- 
fairs, ſoon after my arrival; but more than a week had ela 


ſed, and I had obtained no anſwer, when or whether I ſhould. 


be received. A delay beyond a few days ſurpriſed me, be- 
cauſe I could diſcern no adequate or rational motive for it. 
The ſtate of things occaſioned by the fall of Robeſpierre, which 
took place juſt before my arrival, might protract it for that 
term, but not a longer one. Soon however intimations were 
given me, that it proceeded from a very different cauſe ; one 
too which materially affected the honor of our adminiſtration 
as well as my own. It was intimated to me that the com- 


- mittee, or ſeveral at leaſt of its members, had imbibed an o- 


pinion that Mr. Jay was ſent to England with views unfriend- 
iy to France, and that my miſhon to Trance was adopted for 
the purpoſe of covering and ſupporting his to England ; that 
the one was ameaſureof ſubſtantial import, contemplatingonour 
part a cloſe union with England; and that the other was an act 
of policy, intended to amuſe and deceive. It was added that 


* See a ſummary in letter No. 10, page 118 alſo my notes to the com- 
mittee, of the 3d. of Se >t, page 30, and 18 of Od. page b63.—As alſo Mr. 
Skipwith's report to me heretolere printed by order of the kheuſe of repre · 
ſcatatives. 4 , | 
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this impreſſion not only cauſed the delay of my reception, but 
that the committee being unwilling to become the dupes of 
that policy was deviſing how to defeat it, and in conſequence 
that it was impoſſible to ſay when I ſhould be received. I 
was equally diſguſted and diſquieted with this intelligence, be- 
cauſe I thought the impreſnon the committee had taken of 
the views of our adminiſtration was unfounded ; and becauſe 
I foreſaw if it influcnced their councils it would produce eſfects 
very injurious to our affairs. And on my own part I felt a 
degree of refentment towards the committee, tor ſuſpecting 
that 1 would become the inſtrument of a policy io oppoſite to 
my own principles 3 or in other words that I would inliſt un- 
der the adminiſtration for the purpoſe of promoting the views, 
that were aſcribed to it, by betraying thoſe republican prin- 
ciples which were near to my heart, and to the advancement 
whereof my paſt life and ſervices had been dedicated. Upon 
conſideration of theſe circumſtances, and especially as I con- 
ceived myſelf ſtrong in the ground upon which I ſtocd, in 
reſpect to the views of the adminiſtration as well as my own, 
I was reſolved to take the ſubject from the committee, and 
preſent it before another tribunal. With this view I ad- 
drefied a letter to the convention on the 14th of that month, 
notifying it of my late arrival, and aſking to what department. 
of the government I ſhould preſent myſelf for recognition; 
and I was happy to find that this expedient produced imme- 
diately its deſired effect, for I was in conſequence thereof re- 
ceived and recognized by the convention itfelf on the day 
following.“ 5 


* Note of Mr, Skipwith — 
Sik, : 

In anſwer to your requeſt of my ſtating to you ſuch incidents as con- 
cerned and preceeded your recognition by the national convention, I am en- 
adled to ſay, from a moſt perfect remembrance of the faQ, that from the 
many days' filence of the committee of public ſafety, who had the ſole con- 
troul of diplomatic relations, ſome doubts had began to circulate of the ul. 
tirnate iſſue of your reception: and I well recollect that upon an interview 
during that period with a certain French gentleman, who. had before for 
many years filled, and who does now fill, a reſpcQable ftatioa under this 
government, he gave me to underſtand, that there might be in the committee 
ef public ſafety an indiſpoſition or ſome oypoſition to your being recognized, 
and (herefore ſtrongly recommended the expetiency and prepriety of your 
addreſſing yourſelf irefily to the convention. The ſubſtance of this conver - 
fation was mote tnan once repealed to me by ſaid gentleman, and with the 
particular defire of my communicating it to you. You may alſo zecolleR, as 
T think I do, that znother perſon at that time holding an office which gave 
Him the beſt poſſibſe means of information, did make to both you and my- 
ſelf like intimations. Indeed, the delay of the committee of public ſajety af 
tes you had announced your miſſion in cauſing you to be recognized, was 
enough to inſpire, ana did inſpire, very ſerious doubts of its final iſſue. With 
vary flncere eflecm, I gm dear Sir, your meſt obedient ſervant, . 

| | FULWAR SKIPWITH, 


vy 
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When I delivered my addreſs to the convention, 1 thought | 


proper likewiſe to lay before it, the reſolutions ef the ſenate 
and houſe of repreſentatives, ah commuricared by the admi- 
niſtration, as well as my own, in reſpect to France and the 
French revolution upon clear, juſt, and honorable ground. I 
thought I perceived diſtinctly that not only the temper which 
had been ſhewn by the committce, but the general derang- 
ment of our affairs with France, proceeded in a great meaſure, 
it not altogether, from the ſame cauſe, a ſuſpicion that we 
were unfricndly to them; hence feeling no motive to diſeri- 
minate between us and the other neutral powers, which were 
royal powers, and ſecretly hoſtile to the revolution, they had 
comprized us in their regulations with reſpect to them. This 
therefore appeared to me to be the moſt ſuitable imc to make 


an eſtort to remove that ſuſpicion, and that meaſure the molt + 


likely to accompliſh it. Upon this principle then that ſtep 
was taken, and I was happy to find that it produced immedi- 
ately in the convention, and throughout France, the favora- 
ble effect I had expected from it. With the committee how- 
ever it did not produce an effect ſo immediate, nor ever in 
the ſame degree. | 

Being recognized, I now applied myſelf to the ordinary du- 
ties of my office, and with all the zeal of whick I was capa» 
ble. The firxſt object to which I turned my attention was the 


deranged ſtate of our commerce, and the ſirſt application 1 


made to the committee of public ſafety was for a reſtoration 
of the ancient and legitimate order of things, with reparation 
to our citizens for the injuries they had ſuſtained by a de- 
parture from it. My firſt note to the committee of publie 
ſafety on this ſubject, bears date on the 3d of September, 17943 
in which I diſcuſſed and combated copiouſly, and as ably as 
I could, the conduct of France in thus haraſſing our com- 
merce, againſt the ſtipulations of certain articles in our weaty 
with her; and urged earneſtly the immediate repeal of the 
decrees which authorized that proceeding, I had cloſed. 
my note with this demand, when ſurther reſlection, ſtrength- 


ened by the apparent temper of the committee, ſuggeſted a 


doubt whether I had not tranſcended my inſtrud ions, and 
might not by ſuch a demand, under ſuch circumſtances, and 

upon my own reſponſibility, bring on my country the embar- 
raſſment of demands on the other part, under another article 
of the treaty, I examined again and again my inſtructions, 
and was finally of opinion they did got contemplate the de- 


See page zo 
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mand. Rut yetT was unwilling to ſuffer the impreſſion which 
the manner of my reception by the conyention had made up- 
on the community at large, to paſs off, without an effort to 
improve it to advantage; and was perſuaded from what I wit- 
neſſed of the general temper of the public councils, that the 
way to turn that impreſſion to the beſt account, was to make 
a liberal and generous appeal, on our part, to like motives on 
theirs. Upon this principle, therefore, and upon due” 
conſideration of the above circumſtances, the laſt clauſe 
in that note was drawn. By this however I do not with 
to be underſtood as having been guided by political mo- 
tives only in expreſſing the ſentiments contained in that 
clauſe 3 on the contrary I admit they were ſtrictly my 


own ; aihrming at the ſame time that they would never have 
been thus expreſſed, had I not been fatished, they were ſuch, 


as it was honourable for the United States to expreſs, and 
were likely alſo to promote their intereſt. 

The paſſage in my inſtructions applicable to this ſubject 
was as follows. After ſpeaking of the Bordeaux embargo it 
adds: * But you will go farther and inſiſt upon compenſa- 
tion for the captures and ſpoliations of our property, and in- 
juries to the perſons of our citizens, by French cruiſers.” 
here appeared to me to. bc a material diſſcrence between a 
power to demand compenſation for captures and ſpoliations 
already made, or which might afterwards be made, and that 
of calling ſpecifically on the French government, to execute 
certain articles of the treaty between the United States and 
France, which it was known before I left America were ſet 
fide, and the reaſons for ſo doing explained. I concluded 
if it had been intended to demand an execution of thoſe ar- 
ticles of the treaty, I ſhould have been ſpecially inſtructed 
10 to do, ſince the object appeared to me to be too par- 
ticularly important to have eſcaped the attention of the ad- 
miniſtration; or, being attended to, to have been meant to be 
comprized in the above article of- inſtruction. And the cir- 
cumſtance which ſuggeſted caution on my part, leſt I ſhould 
expoſe my country to injury and myſelf to cenſure, was the 
ſtipulation in our treaty of alliance with France of 1778, by 
which we bound ourſelves, in return for her guarantee of 
our independence, to guarantee to her forever, her poſſeſ- 
ſions in the Welt Indies. I was fearful if we preſſed her to 
fulfill ſtrictly thoſe articles in our treaty of commerce, which 


were favorable to us, it might induce her to call upon us to 
Tulfll the article aboye mentioned in our treaty of alli- 
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My note was now before the committee, and my efforts 


to obtain an early and full compliance with its ſeveral objects, 
earneſt and unceaſing. Six weeks, however, elapſed and I had 
made no progreſs at all. On the 18th of October“ I ſent in 
a ſecond note in ſupport of the former and with like effect. 
From the committee itſelf I could obtain no anſwer, and to 
my informal applications to fome of its members, I found 
that the dithculty of allowing our veſſels to protect the pro- 


perty of Engliſh ſubjects, whilft they gave none to that of 
French citizens, againſt the Engliſh cruiſers, with that of 


diſtinguiſhing in our favor from the caſe of Denmark and 
Sweden, in which we were now involved, were objections of 
great weight with the committee. . But yet I thought I 


could diſcern another motive which though withheld, or rath- 


er not ayowed, was likewiſe a powerful one. I thought I 
perceived, ſtill remaining in the councils of that body, a ſtron 

portion of that ſuſpicion of our views, in regard to our mil 
fon to/England, fo impreſſive upon my arrival; but which I 


had hoped was eradicated ; and the more earneſtly I prefled 


an accommodation with my demands the more obviouſly did 
this motive preſent itſelf to my view. Thus our affairs were 
at a ſtand and the proſpect of making any progreſs in them 
at beſt a gloomy one. In the interim too our commerce 
was harafted, and the ſame ſyſtem continued in other reſpects, 
which I was labouring to change. Poſſeſſing then, as I 
thought I did, the ſpecific remedy, I was reſolved to apply 


it to the diſeaſe. For this purpoſe therefore I ſought and 


obtained an interview with the diplomatic members of the 


committee, commencing a converſation with deſign to lead 


them to that point, that I might explain in a ſuitable manner 
dhe objects of Mr. Jay's miſſion to England, and in which I 


| eaſily ſucceeded. The Gazettes had teemed with reports for 


— 


'* See page 67. 
+ See page 83. 


4 Memorandum of a converſation that paſſed ſome time in No- 


vember, in an interview between Mr. Monroe and two Diplomatic 


members of the committee of Salut Public; at which, by his defire, 


I vas preſent. | 
Ihe ſubject was introduced by, Mr. Monroe's obſerving on the 
neceſſity that all powers at war mult feel to bring their difoutes to a 
cloſe That this was often effected by the interpoſition or mediation 
of a third power—That, on the preſent occaſion, the United States, 


actuated by the warmeſt wiſhes for the tranquillity and happinels 
of the Republic, would cheerfully contribute their good offices to- 
wards bring ing about  pacification with the allied powers, it their 
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ſome time · before this, that Mr. Jay was about to paſs over ts 
France, to propoſe a mediation of peace, an the part of Ame- 


rica, at theinſtance of England, which reports had, as I un- 
dorſtood (impreſſed as the committee was with his political 
character) contributed to keep alive , if not increaſe, the ſuſpi- 
cion above referred to. I began therefore by making a kind 
or offer of our ſervices to the republic to promote peace, by 
way of mediation, according to an article in my inſtructions; 
but in a manner to create a belief that we neither wiſhe:! nor 
would undertake that office unleſs by ſolicitation; nor then 
except at the inſtance of our ally: adding that T wanted no 
immediate anſwer to this communication, having made it on- 
ly to inform them of the amicable views - of our adminiſtra- 
tion towards France. So far my chief object was to difcredjt 


that report without noticing it. The members however ad- 


entremise would prove acceptable or uſeful to the Republic; at tlie 
fame time, declaring explicitly, they were by no means diſpoſed to 
liſten ,co any overtures that might be made them by the other 
powers at war, for concilating their mediation, | 

Jo this it was replied, that the government received thoſe offers 
as a diſtinguiſhed mark of the friendly diſpoſition of the United 
States towards the Republic, and would not loſe fight of the m: 


But that her enemies, if they felt a neceflity for peace, muſt make 
direct application for it; and, that the dignity of the Republic, 


ſupported as it was by the ſucceſsful progreſs of its arms, rendered 
this mode of treating only admiſſible. | | 
It was aſked ; if Mr. Monroe was in correſpondence with Mr. 
Jay? To which he replied, he was not. -And it was then further 
aſked; if Mr. Jay was expected ſoon in Paris? | 
Some converſation led tw Mr. Monroe's obſerving, that the ob- 
jest of Mr. Jay's miſſion to England was confined ſolely to the pro- 
euring compeuſation for the depredations committed on our trade, 
and obtaining the ſurrender of the weſtern Poſts, ; 
By the diplomatic members, it was mentioned, that it was under- 
ſtood, the United States had declined acceding to ſome propolats 
made them by Sweden ard Denmark, for joining their armed neu- 
trality—to which Mr. Monroe obſerved, that he was nhnacquainted 
with ſuch propoſals, but admitting they were made, the reſult could 


* 


not be known, until after the opening of the ſeſſion of congreſs. 


The offer of the mediation_of the United States, made by Mr. 


Monroe, appeared to me to be received with coolneſs, though the ex- 
prefſions acknowledging their ſenſe of it were perſectly polite ;̃ and 


in the queſtions relative to Mr. Jay, above cited, with others of 
more indifferent nature, there appeared to be couched a degree o£ 
Jealouſy and ſuſpicion of the object of his miſton. 7 

| JOHN H, PURVIAN 


Pries, Janraty 16th, 1595, 
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verted directly to it, aſking me whether it was true, and to 
which J replied, that it could not be true, ſince Mr. Jay was 
ſent to England upon ſpecial buſineſs only, „to demand 
compenſation for he dEpredations on our trade and the ſur- 
render of the weſtern poſts,““ to which his authority was 
ſtrictly limited. The members acknowledged, in terms ſuffi- 
cently polite, the attention which was thewn upon that oc- 
caſion, by the adminiſtration, to the intereſt of France, as well 


in the offer of ſervice to the French republic by the United 
States, as in the confidential communication I had made up- 


on the ſubject of our own affairs, and thus the conference 
ended. 1 | 

About this time I was applied to by Mr. Gardoqui, miniſ- 
ter of finance in Spain, to obtain for him of the French go- 
vernment permiſſion to enter France, oſtenſibly to attend cer- 
tain baths on account of ill health; but, as I ſuppoſed, to open 
a negociation for peace with the French republic. At ſirſt 1 


was averſe to comply with his demand; becauſe I was perſuad- 


ed, from what I ſaw of the jealous temper of the committee 


towards us, that an a, Via N the affairs of the enemies of 


France, however friendly the motive for it in regard to France 
might be, was more likely to encreaſe than diminith their diſ- 


truſt, and by means thereof injure our own affairs; and be- 


cauſe I did not like to repeat overtures of friendly offives, when 
it was poſſible the motive for ſo doing might be miſinterpre- 
ted. The demand however being reiterated, and paſting by 
trumpet through the Spaniſh and French armies, I could not 

ell avoid nes it to the view of the French government. 
I reſolved however, in ſo doing, to exprefs mytelf in ſuch 
terms as to ſhew my independence, equally of Spam and 
France ; upon which principle my note to the committee of 
public ſafety of the 13th of November 1794, incloſing copies 
of Mr. Gardoqui's letters to me, was drawn; for by the 
manner in which I delivered my ſentiments of Mr. Gardoqui's 
views in writing thoſe letters to me, it muſt have been ob- 
vious, that there was no political concert between him and me; 


* See Mr. Purviance's note of the conference, which may be relied on as 
accurate; becauſe he interpreted between the members and myſelf, upon 
that occaſion; ſince at that time I could not ſo much rely on my knowledge 
of the French language, as to depend on myſelf inthat reſpe&, By his note 
am alſo reminded, that other topics were touched on by theſe members, 
and in particular, that I was afk zd, whether I correſponded with Mr. Jay? 
and rep:ied, that I did not (as was the fad at the time) on political to- 
pics, which was doubtlefs the obje g of the enquiry. I recollect too, that 
when the queſtion was propounded, it was done ina manner to impreſs me 
with a belief it was ſuſpedted I made the propoſition at the inſtance of Mr. 
Jay, and in harmony with ghe Britiſh government. 
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and by the manner in which I addreſſed the committee upon 
that occaſion, it muſt have been equally ſo, that although I 
wiſhed ſucceſs to the French republic, yet I had too high a 
reſpect for the United States, and knew too well what was 
due to myſelf, to weary that body with profeſſions or overtures 
of friendly offices, which were not ſolicited. This incident! 
am ſatisfied produced a good eſfect in our favor, by drawing 
towards me the confidence of the French government, and of 
courſe to the communications which I made it on the part of 
our own.“ | | 

Juſt after this, I was aſked by the diplomatic members of 
the committee of public ſafety, whether I thought they could 
obtain by loan, ot the United States, or within the United 
States, ſome money to aid the French government in its ope- 
rations. I underſtood, about four or five millions of Hollars 
were wanted, to be laid out in the purchaſe of proviſions and 
other ſupplies in the United States. The inquiry was rather 
an embarraſſing one, for many reaſons. Upon a full view 
however of all circumſtances, Ithought it beſt to refer the com- 
mittee for an anſwer to the adminiſtration; availing myſelf of 
the occaſion it furnifhed, to unfold more fully the then ſub- 
fiſting relations of the United States with Britain and Spain 
reſpectively, with a view not only to diſfipate all remaining 
doubt on thoſe points, but to engage France to aſſiſt us in our 
claims upon thoſe powers in cafe it ſhould eventually be ne- 
ceflary ſo ro do. Shortly after this I was informed by the di- 
plomatic members of the committee of public fafety, that their 
miniſterthenabout to depart for the UnitedStates would bein- 
Rructedto propoſe to our government an arrangement, whereby 
France ſhould engage to ſecure the attainment of all our claims 
aponthoſe powers, when ſhe made her own treaties with them, 
as likewiſe to protect our commerce againſt the Algerines. 

By the ſe ſeveral communications and explanations, on my 
part, which were much aided by the movements of General 
Wayne on the Frontiers, ſhewing that if we were not in a 
ftate of actual war with Great Britain, ſo neither were we 
in that of actual peace; as likewiſe, by ſome changes in the 
committee itſelf, it was ſoon to be feen, that the doubts which 
that body had heretofore entertained of the ſincerity of our 
profeſſions, and rectitude of our views began to wear away; 
for, from this period, may be dated a change in its policy to- 
wards the United States; a change which ſoon became ſo vi- 

fble afterwards. | 
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About this time, it is important to be remarked, that I re- 
ceived a letter from the Secretary of State, of the 25th Sep- 
tember, 1794, which aſſured me, that in his judgment our 
negociation with England was likely to fail in all its objects, 
and that hat with Spain was at a ſtand; the courts of Ma- 
drid and London being cordial in their hatred of the United 
States, and a determination to haraſs them through the Indi- 
ans. By this letter too, I was adviſed of the efforts made by 
the French Miniſter, Mr. Fauchet, through his Secretary Mr. 
Le Blanc, to inſpire the French government with a belief, that 
certain members in our own had a ws cl tendency ; and admoniſh- 
ed of the means I had to confront that idea, ſince I knew how 
Mr. Jay was reftrifted ; an object to which my attention was 
now particularly called, ſince, under gxiſting circumſtances, 
it was deemed indiſpenſible for us to fland well with the French 
Republic*, Thus adviſed, I not only felt myſelf fortified in 
the meaſures I had already taken to cultivate a good under- 
ſtanding with the French government, as above {tated ; but 
ſtimulated to purſue the ſame object by like means, with new 
zeal. 

By this time I had become perſonally acquainted with many 
of the members of the committee, the reſerve heretofore 
ſhewn me being in a great meaſure thrown off; nor did Jever 
fail to avail myſelf of the opportunities thereby furniſhed, to 
urge as a man, what had ſo often before preſſed as a public 
miniſter ; nor can it be doubted, that the effect thereby pro- 
duced, in regard to the objects in view, was a falutary one. 

On the 18th of November 1794, the committees of pub- 


lic ſafety, commerce and ſupplies united, paſſed an arrete, by 


which the commiſſary of marine was ordered to adjuſt the 


amount due to our citizens on account of the Bourdeaux em- 
bargo; as likewiſe for ſupplies rendered to the government of 


St. Domingo. By it, too, the embarraſſments which impeded 


our direct commerce with France, as alſo thoſe which imped- 


edit with other countries, by the arbitrary rule of contra- 
band, in reſpect to proviſions deſtined for thoſe countries, were 
done away. Free paſſage, in our veſſels, was likewiſe allowed 


to the ſubjects of the powers at war with France, other than 
ſoldiers and ſailors in the actual ſervice of ſuch powers. In 


ſhort, all the objects to which my note of the 3d of Septem- 
ber extended, were yielded; except that of allowing our vef- 


ſels to protect enemies“ goods, which point was declared to be 
withheld, until ſuch powers ſhould agree, that the merchan- 
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diſe of French citizens, in neutral veſſels, ſhould likewiſe be 


Y * 


free.“ | 

'Chus the buſineſs of reform in our affairs with the French 
Republic was happily commenced. By the above arrete an 
important change was actually produced in the general temper 
and conduct towards us; for N it many practices, very inju- 
rious to us, and heretofore legal and even commendable, were 
now prohibited and made criminal. And much like wiſe was 
done by the mitigation, which this change in tlie public coun- 
cils, now decome general in our favour, produced in the exe- 
cution of that which was yet tolerated; for after this I do not 
recoliet an inſtance, eſpecially in France, where a veſſel of 
ours was brought in upon the ſuſpicion of haying -enemics' 
goods on board. | 

But the bufincſs of reform did not end here; on the con- 
trary it was only commenced; {or not long after this 1t was 
propoſed by the above named committecs, united with that 
of legiſlation, in a report to the convention, as the part of a ge- 
neral ſyilem, to put in execution likewiſe that article of our 
treaty, which ſtipulates, that free ſhips ſhall make free goods, 
which propoſition was adopted on the 3d of January, 1795, 
and announced to me by the committee of public ſafety imme- 
diatcly afterwards, Thus the ancient harmony between the 
two countries was completely reſtored by a repeal of the ſeve- 
ral decrees and arretss which had diſturbed it. + | 

It is a circumſtance worthy of attention, that as, upon a former 
occaſion, the United States followed the fortune of the other 
neutral powers, ſuch as Denmark, Sweden, &c. when the de- 
erces reſtrictive of their commerce paſſed, ſo upon the preſent 
on2 thoſe powers followed the fortune of the United States, 
by participating with them in the benefit of the repeal of thoſe 
decrees, In the former ſtage, the United States had not futh- 
_ cient weight to ſeparate themſelves from the condition of thoſe 
powers, which were royal powers, and unfriendly to the 
French revolution; in the latter they had acquired ſufficient 
weight to recover the ground they had loſt, and even to im- 
part the advantages of it to thoſe powers alſo; for having been 
heretofore connecled, it was now diſſicult for the French 
government to diſtinguiſh, in that reſpect, between thoſe 
ſtates and thoſe other powers. 7 | 

Our affairs with France were now in a proſperous ſtate. 
By the repeal of the decrees under which our trade was har- 
rafled, there was an end put to complaints frem that cauſe; 
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and, as orders were iſſued for the adjuſtment of the accounts 
of ſuch of our citizens as had claims upon the French Repub- 
lic, with a view to their payment, the proſpect of retribution 
for paſt loſſes was likewiſe a good one. Soon tos our coni- 
merce flouriſhed beyond what was ever known before; for by 
virtue of our treaty with France of 1778, whoſe ſtipulations 
were now reſpected in every article, we were becoming, and 
actually became, not only the carriers of our own bulky and 
valuable materials to England and her allies (with the excepti- 
on, in their caſe, of the ſtrict contraband of war only) and ef 
courſe to every port of the ſea, which gave us a friendly wel- 
come; but were likewiſe, on account of the protection Mich 
our veſſels gave to the property of the enemies of France, be- 
coming alſo the carriers of England and her allies in the war. 
Such, too, was the fricndly bias of the people of France to- 
wards us, that notwithſtanding our veſſels gave no protection 
to French property, againſt Engliſh cruizers, nor in certain 
caſes to the productions of the French Iſlands become Ameri- 
can property, yet we were become likewiſe the principal car- 
riers of France. Even the privilege of American citizenſhip 
was an object of great value to the owner (I mean in a mer- 
cantile view) for an American citizen could neutralize veſſels, 
funds, &c. and thus profit, in many ways, by the condition of 
his country. Nor did France invite us to the war, or manifeſt 
a with that we ſhould engage in it; whilſt ſhe was diſpoſed to 
aſſiſt us in ſecuring our claims upon thoſe powers, againſt 
whom we complained of injuries. In ſhort, ſuch was our ſi- 
tuation with the French Republic, and with other powers, fo 
far as depended on the French Republic, that there was but 


” 


one point upon which we had cauſe to feel or expreſs any ſo- 


licitude, which was that it might not vary, 
But unhappily this ſtate of things, ſo correſpondent with 


our ancient relations with that country, fo congenial with the 


-public ſentiment, and neceſſary to the public welfare, was not 


doomed to be a permanent one; for even whilſt the propoſi- 
tion, laſt abovementioned, was depending before the conven- 
tion, accounts were received from England, that Mr. Jay had 
concluded a treaty with that power, of very different import 


from what I had been taught by my inſtructions to expect, 


and had likewiſe taught the French government to expect 


would reſult from his miſhon. Hitherto IJ had underftood, 


and had ſo ſtated, that his powers were limited to the aquſt- 
ment of the particular points in controverſy between the two 
countriesz but by thefe accounts it appeared, that a treaty was 
formed, uponwery different principles, whereby our conn-c» 
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tion with France was eſſentially weakened, by a new and very 
cloſe one with England. Here then began a new era in our 
affairs, which will be perhaps forever memorable in the an- 
nals of our country, the incidents attending which I will pro- 
.cecd to relate. 8 | 

It will readily occur to every diſpaſſionate mind, that this 
report, though merely a report, muſt have ſubjeetcd me to 
Jome embarraſſment, which would continue 'till 1 was ena- 
bled completely to diſprove it. But I will not dwell on this 
circumſtance. I will proceed to narrate facts which ſhew 
how we lolt the ground we had gained as above, and ultimate- 
ly reached the point where we now are. | 

As ſoon as this report reached Paris, it was obvious that it 
produced in the committee a very diſagreeable ſenſation in re- 
gard to us; for immediately afterwards, I was applied to by 
that body in a letter, which ſtated what they had heard of the 
contents of that treaty, and aſking in what light they were to 
conſider it.* It happened, that I had received on the ſame 
day a letter from Mr. Jay, of the 25th of November, fin- 
forming me, that he had concluded on the 19th of the ſame 
month, a treaty with Great-Britain, which contained a decla- 
tion „that it ſhould not be conſtrued, or operate, contrary to 
Sur Exiſting treaties;” but, „ as it was not ratified, it would 
be improper to prvlifh it.” I therefore made his letter the ba- 
ſis of my reply to the committee, inſerting verbatim ſo much 
of it as applied; adding, that although I was ignorant of the 
particular ſtipulations of the treaty (which, however, for the 
removal of all poſſible anxiety on that ſubject, I would com- 
municate as ſoon as I knew them) yet I took it for granted, 
the report was altogether without foundation. My anſwer 
was fo tar ſatisfactory to the committee as to prevent, at the 
time, any change in the policy recently adopted towards us 


for the decree, which propoſcd to put into full execution our 


treaty of commerce with France, then depending, as already 
oblerved, before the convention, was paſſed without oppoſi- 
on. 

In promiſing to communicate to the committee the con- 
tents of this treaty as ſoon as I knew them, I did ſo in the ex- 
pectation of fulilling my promiſe, when I received a copy of 
the treaty from the department of ſtate, and not before; for 


I expected no further information upon that ſubject from 


Mr. Jay. I concluded, as he had already communicated to 


me a part of the treaty, and withheld the reſidue, that he had 


— 
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gone ſo upon mature deliberation, and meant o communicate - 


to me no more of it; and in this opinion I was the more con- 
firmed, from that paſſage in his letter, which ſtated, that as 


the treaty was not ratified, it would be improper to p#3/;fþ it; 
ſince I could not underſtand that paſſage, otherwife than as an 
intimation, he ſhould withhold from me the other parts of the 


treaty. And in making that promiſe to the committee, I did 
it with a view to preſerve the ſame ſpirit of candour in my 
communications with that body, now that the treaty ti at con- 


cluded, that I had done whilſt the negociation <was depending, a 
departure from which would doubtleſs have been immediate- 
ly noticed. To the department of ſtate therefore alone I now 


looked for ſuch information reſpecting that tranſaction, as the 
public intereſt required T ſhould poſſeſs; always preſuming it 
would place the reſult, upon a footing correſpondent with its 
previous communications to me, and mine to the French go- 
vernment, with which they were fufficiently acquainted, 

On the 16th January, 1795, J received another letter from 
Mr. Jay of the 28th of November preceding, informing me 


that he propoſed ſoon to communteats to me, in cypher, the 


principal heads of the treat: confidentially. * 'This information 
ſurpriſed and embarrafſed me. It ſurpriſed me, becauſe it 
promifed a reſult different from what I had expected from his 
preceding letters; and it embarraſſed me becauſe, although. 


it was for many reaſons an object of great importance with 
me to poſſeſs the treaty, in cafe it were of the kind I had un- 


derſtood it would be, yet I was now very averſe to receive it, 
in caſe it were otherwiſe, on account of the promiſe I had al- 


ready made to the committee, to communicate to it the con- 


. tents, as ſoon as I knew them, as above ſtated. Thus circum- 


ſtanced J reſolved to write to Mr. Jay, by a confidential perſon, 


and inform him of my engagement with the committee, re- 


queiting a copy of the treaty to enable me to comply with it; 
urging as a motive for his ſending one and truly, the good 
effect it would produce upon our affairs there; in the expecta- 
tion of obtaining one, only in caſe the treaty was of a par- 
ticular import, in which eaſe I could fee no motive why he 
ſhould refuſe that mark of confidence to the committee; and 
of preventing its being ſent, in caſe it was otherwiſe, or in caſe: 
Mr. Jay did not wiſh its contents to be known to the French: 
government; for in either of thoſe caſes, and eſpecially if clog- 
ged with any condition whatever, I did not with to poſſeſs it.. 
I committed this letter f to the care of Mr. Purviance, a very 
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reſpectable and deſerving citizen of n who departed 


with it a few days after the receipt of Mr. Jay's letter above 


nt. and returned with his anſwer, bearing date on the 
5th of February, ſometime early in March following. In his 


reply he refuſed to ſend me a copy of the treaty as J had re- 


queited'z urging as a motive for his retuſal, that we were an 


independent nation, &c. had a right to im treaties,” &c. with 


other ſound maxims which were never queltioned.* 


Here again I concluded and hoped that the- buſineſs. be- 


txeen Mr. Jay and myſelf was at an end, and of courſe, that 


I ſhould hear nothing further from him upon the ſubject of 
his treaty. But here again I was difappointad ; for ſometime 1 


in March I received another lett er from him of the 19th of 


February, by Colonel Trumbull; ia which he informed me, 


le had authoriſed that gentleman, to communicate to me 
tne contents of that treaty, in pee canſidence, to be imparted 


to no other perſon. This laſt letter was till more extraor- 


dinary than any which preceded it: For as he had refuſed to 


ſend me a copy of the treaty, according to my requeſt, by Mr. 
Purviance, and omitted, not to ſay refuſed (though indeed 1 


underſtood his omiſſion in the light of a refuſal) otherwiſe to 


jaform me of its contents, by that very ſafe opportunity, I did 


not ſee how the correſpondence could be continued on that 


ſubjæct, on his part. Nor was my ſurpriſe otherwiſe than 


greatly increaſed, after having informed him, that the only ac- 
ceptable mode by which the contents of the treaty could be 
conveyed was by the tranſmiſſion of a copy of the inſtru- 


ment itſelf, at the propoſition which he now made, to com- 
municate them to me verbally, upon a preſumption that it. 


would be more ſatisfafory to me, to receive them 7hus, than 
by written extracts from the treaty, and upon condition that I 
would communicate them to 2 other perſon whatever. This 


propoſition being altogether inadmiſſible, was of courſe re- 


jected. 


Soon after this, Colonel Trumbull made a communication, 


upon the ſubject of this treaty, to Mr. Hichborn of Boſton, 
with deſign that he ſhould communicate the ſame to me un- 
conditionally; and of courſe, in the expectation that I would 
communicate it to the French government. In conſequence 


I received this communication in 4vriting from Mr. Hichborn, . 


with the attention which was due, to thoſe two gentlemen, 
whom I perſonally reſpected ; and made of i it, afterwards, all 
the uſe which a paper ſo informal would admit of ꝙ And thus 
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was executed Mr. Jay's promiſe to communicate. to me-the 


contents of his treaty. with the Engliſh: government; upon 


which topic I will now, make a+ few. obſervations. only, and, 
then diſmiſs it. . 

My promiſe to communicate to the committee the contents 
of Mr. Jay's treaty, as ſoon as I knew them, ſufficiently e- 
plains the motive of that intimation to him; but why de- 
mand a copy of the inſtrument, for that purpoſe ? Why nor 
make my repreſentations to that body, upon the faith of Mr. 


Jay's to me, without further proof? Ought this to be expect- 


ed under like circumſtances by any one? Or, ought any per- 
ſon who refuſes to repoſe confidence in another, as was 
caſe in the preſent inſtance, by withholding the document in 
queſtion, to expect that that other would confide in him? Is 
not the very circumſtance of withholding, a document, whilſt. 
the party poſſeſſing it labours to impreſs. you with a belief that 
ſuch are its contents, calculated to create at leaſt a ſuſpicion” 
that the fact is-otherwiſe ; and that the ſolicitude ſhewn pro- 
ceeds from a defire to deceive ? And if ſuch would be the ef- 
fect of ſuch conduct on the part of a man indifferent or un- 
known to you, what ought to be expected from it when prac- 
tiſed by one in whoſe political morality you had no confidence, 
and of whoſe obnoxious political principles and views you 
were already forewarned, by a long acquaintance with 5 41 
Theſe conſiderations will, I preſume, likewiſe ſufficiently ex- 
plain why I would make no repreſentation to the French go- 
vernment of the contents of that treaty, for which I became 
perſonally reſponſible, upon the mere authority of Mr. Jay, 
or otherwiſe than upon a copy of the inſtrument itſelf. _ 
But J had another reaſon of great weight in my mind for re- 
quiring a copy of the treaty from Mr. Jay, or preventing fux- 
ther communication with him bn that ſubject, in caſe he 
would not ſend one. My object, as already ſtated, was by fair 
and honeſt means, to remove the ſuſpicions which the French 
government entertained upon that ſubject ; and with a view 
to promote the intereſt of my country. If then, Mr. Jay en- 
abled me to accompliſhed the object, by a copy of the treaty, 
he ſeconded my views. But if he did not, every communica» 
tion from him ſhorr of that, only tended to weaken the ground 
upon which I ſtood z whilſt it perſonally embarraſſed me. It 


will be remembered, that by my inſtructions I ſtood upon 


ſtrong ground; ſince by their authority I could declare what 
I believed the treaty was, as I had before done what I believ- 
ed it would be. But this I could not do in the caſe of a dif- 
ference of the treaty from my inſtructions, unleſs I remained 
| 4 nn 
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abſolutely ignorant of its contents: Nor would the French go- 


vernment believe me in caſe I did, unleſs the declaration was 
ſupported by circumſtanees the moſt ſatisfactory, of which 
would be a belief, that there was no confidential underſtand- 
ing between Mr. Jay and myſelf; for knowing, as was to be 
preſumed, the footing upon which we ſtood before we left 
America, as well as the adminiſtration knew it, or even we 
ourſelves, and ſuſpecting (as the committee always did) the 
object of his miſſion to England, which ſuſpicion was now 
revived, perhapsmuch increaſed, —it would not fail to conſtrue 
ſuch intimacy into a proof of my apoſtacy, and his and my 
miſhon, on the part of the adminiſtration, into an act of poli- 
tical intrigue, directed againſt the cauſe of liberty, of which 
France was to be alike the dupe and the victim; an imputa- 
tion I not only did not merit, but to which I was reſolved to 
give no countenance or ſanction whatever, by any part of my 
conduct. This conſideration, therefore, likewiſe fortified me 
in the reſolution I had already taken, to requeſt a copy of the 
treaty as the only document that could be uſeful to me, and 
neither to accept from him that or any other, otherwiſe than 
unconditionally. | 

Such was my conduct upon the above occaſion, and ſuch 


the motives of it. Such was, likewiſe, Mr. Jay's conduct 


upon that occaſion, on whoſe motives I ſhall forbear to com- 
ment. What they were throughout, it is ſubmitted to others 
to determine, upon a view of the facts and circumſtances 
preſented; which cannot otherwiſe than furniſh to the impar- 
tial a ſatisfactory guide. Henceforward, therefore, I looked 
to the department of ſtate, for all further information reſpect- 
ing the contents of that treaty, and in the interjm, upon the 


faith of my inſtructions and the clauſe ſent me by Mr. Jay, 


continued to aſſure the committee, that, in my opinion, it con- 
tained nothing which ought to give them juſt cauſe of unea- 
ſineſs; but if it did, that it would be diſapproved in Ameri- 
ca:“ Which aſſurance was, molt certainly, not without effect; 
ſince, by means thereof, the committee was preſerved, if not 
in a ſtate of perfect confidence, yet in one of perfect tranquil- 
lity. x | 
iris: the few letters I had received from the Secreta- 
ry of State were written before he was apprized of my ar- 
rival in France; and, of courſe, referred to a ſtate of things 
which preceded that event : But about this period, being the 
beginning of February 1795, I received a letter from him of 


See Page 147, 


an indemnity for ſpoliations, and a repeal of the decrees ſu 
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the 2d of December 1794,* which was written after he knew 
of my arrival, and upon the receipt of my third letter (of the 
15th of September, of the ſame year) the two preceding let- 
ters having not yet reached him. In this he notices my ad- 
dreſs. to ps conyention ; as alſo my letter to the committee 
of public ſafety of the third of September following z both of 
which acts he cenſures in the molt unreſerved and harſh man- 
ner. In the firſt he charges me with having expreſſed a ſoli- 
citude for the welfare of the French Republic, in a ſtile too 
warm and affectionate; much more ſo than my, inſtructions 
warranted ; which too he deemed the more reprehenſible, 
from the conſideration, that it was preſented to the conyen- 
tion in public and before the 2vorld, and not to a committee in a 
private chamber; ſince thereby, he adds, we, were likely to 
give offence to other countries, particularly England, with 
whom awe were in treaty ; and ſince, alſo, the dictates of fince- 
rity do not require that we ſhould publiſh to the warld all our feel- 
ings in favor of France, For the future he inſtructs me, to 
cultivate the French Republic with zea/, but without any un- 
neceſſary eclat, and by my letter to the committee, dae 


ending the execution of certain articles of our treaty of com- 


Ayerce with France, he objects that I had yielded an intereſt 
it was my duty to ſecure. To ſupport this charge, he ſelects 


out the laſt clauſe in that letter, and without. entering into the 
ſpirit of the paper, or its A upon the committee, 
reaſons upon it as if it ſtood alone, and contained an abſolute 
and formal ſurrender of the right in quęſtion; for which at 
of indiſeretion, or rather miſconduct, he intimates in pretty 
ſtrong t.:-ms, that the adminiſtration think a mere reprimand 
inadequate. | 7 
To this letter I replied immediately, in one of the 12th of 


February, f in which I anſwered, explicitly, his ſeveral char- 


ges, and, I preſume, proved they were unfounded in every in- 
{tance.} Upon this occaſion I thought proper in reply to his 
firſt charge, to lay open more fully than 1 had before done, 
ſome truths, at which, indeed, I had before only glanced ; 
particularly the light in which our adminiſtration was view- 
ed by the committee upon my arrival ;$ a circumſtance which 


| | See Page 119. N + Page 118. | 1 Ibid. 


1 To convey an idea of the riſe and progreſs of the diſcontent 
and diſtruſt of the French government, it would be neceſſary to ge 
back to a period antecedent to my miſſion, — to the appointment of 
a man of the political principles and character which were known to 
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had ſubjected me to ſo many and painful embaraſſinents at that 


period, and for ſome conſiderable time afterwards, and ſo much 


to the injury of our affairs; details I Would never have given, 
had I not thus been called on to do it in my own defence: 


For, in truth, as I thought after thoſe embarraſſments wereſur- 
mounted, that complete harmony was perpetually re-eſta- 


bliſhed between the two countries, it was my wiſh as well 


from public conſiderations, as from motives of perſonal deli- 
cacy towards the parties intereſted, to bury them in oblivion. 


And in reply to his ſecond charge, I anſwered by informing 


him, that ſome time before the receipt of his letter I had 
tranſmitted him a copy of a decree which carried into full 
execution the violated articles of our treaty of commerce 
with France; whereby the very object was obtained (as in 
my judgment it had been much forwarded by the mode in 


which it was preſſed) the abandonment whereof he had laid 


to my charge. | 5 
T likewife thought proper, upon this occaſion, to explain 


fully the light in which I had underſtood my miſſibn, as ſtat- 
ed in my inſtructions; with the relation it bore to that of Mr. 


Jay; all doubts reſpecting which, in the French government, 
I was inſtructed to remove, by making explanations. the moſt 
explicit, and upon thoſe points upon which ſuch doubts were 
moſt likely to ariſe. In diſcuſſing this ſubject, and ſtating how I 
had acted, I plaitily told our adminiſtration within what limits 
I expected the reſult pf that miſſion would be found; inti- 
mating, that I had a character not to be ſacrificed. To this 
view I was led by the general tone of the Secretary's letter ; 
which created a doubt, whether the ground upon which I was 
placed by the adminiſtration was a folid one; for I could not 


belong to Mr. Morris, my predeceſſor; to his conduct during the 
early ſtage of the French revolution, and whilſt in office; which by 
conſtantly favoring the royal party, in oppoſition to the republican 
courſe of things, rendered him odious to the French government; 
to his being continued in place, notwithſtanding all this, till his 
recall was abſolutely dernanded by the French government; and 
laſtly, to the diſcovery made by that government, that ours was not 
diſſatisfied with his conduct; ſince to its demand, and net to a diſ- 
apprelation of any part of Mr. Morris's conduct was his recall ow- 
ing; which diſcovery was made by an-intercepted letter from the 
Secretary of State, to Mr. Morris, expreſsly af uring him that ſueh 
was the caſe. It would be painful to go into details on this ſubject; 
but the circuraſtances here hinted will make it eaſy to conceive 
the unfavorable inferences that muſt have been drawn reſpecting the 
temper and views of our adminiſtration. | 
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conceive, if Mr. Jay's miſſion was limited to the objects ſpe- 
cified in my inſtructions, and was otherwiſe of tie Harder | 
I was taught to believe it was, why ſuch ſenſibility, or rather 


ſuch diſſatisfaction, ſhould be ſhewn on account of my pre- 
ſenting to the convention, publicly, thoſe documents which 
tended to prove how ſtrong the feelings of the adminiſtration 
were in favor of the French nation. To expreſs ſentiments in 
private, which it was wiſhed ſhould not become public, ap- 
peared to me a ſtrange doctrine to be avowed by the ad- 


miniſtration of a free people; eſpecially as it was known that 
the ſentiments, thus expreſſed, were in harmony with thoſe of 


the people, and with thoſe publicly and formally expreſſed by 
the repreſentatives of the people. Nor could I reconcile fuch 
a ſolicitude for privacy to any idea of conſiſtent or rational 


Tiey, in regard to the object of the miſſion! to England: For if 
the object of that miſſion was to preſs that government into a 


compliance with our juſt demands, as I underſtood it to be, 


I could not conceive how that preſſure could be weakened' by. 


a knowledge, that we were upon a good footing with the 
French Republic. On the contrary, I did ſuppoſe, that a 
knowledge of that ſact would produce the oppoſite effect, by 


giving us a more advantageous attitude in the negociation. 
"Theſe confiderztions, therefore, ſuggeſted a train of reflection 


which gave me much diſquietude, from a fear that the'admi- 
niſtration had dealt uncindidly with me from the commence- 
ment. 

Hcarcely, however, had I diſpatched this letter; when I 
received another from the adminiſtration of the 5th Decem- 


ber 1794 (three days later only than the former one) but of a 


very different import from the former one. In this laſt letter, 
my two firſt of the 11th and 25th of Auguſt 1794, were ac- 
knowledged and approved, and a kind of apology made for the 
harſh language uſed in the preceding one. In this alfo was 
renewed, in general but very ſtrong terms, the injunction for- 
merly laid on me,*tocultivatewiththe utmoſt zeal the friendſhip 
of the French Republic, taking care to remove every ſuſpicion 
of our prefering a connection with Great Britain or weakening 
our old attachment to France.” To this letter I likewiſe gave 
an immediate anſwer, in which I aſſured the Secretary that it 
had removed the diſquietude his former one had occaſioned, 
and that thus inſtructed I ſhould continue to uſe my utmoſt 
efforts to forward the objects of my miſhon, as I had done 
before. 

It will be remembered that before the accounts of Mr. Jay's 
Freaty arrived I had availed myſelf of ſome jncidents that 
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occurred, to explain to the committee the actual ſituation of 
the United States in regard to Britain and Spain; with a view, 
among other objects, to obtain the aid of France in our depend- 
ing negociations with each, in caſe it were deemed neceſſary 
by our Executiye ; and that the French government propoſed 
inſtructing its miniſter, then about to depart for America, to 
make ſome propoſition to our adminiſtration upon that ſubject. 
But as ſoon as thoſe accounts were received, that project was 
af courſe abandoned; for it was ee der, only at à time, 
When it was ſuppoſed the miſſion to England would: fail. 
Still however I withed moſt earneſtly to embark the committee 
in ſupport of our claims upon Spain; ſince hen formed a diſtinct 
intereſt, as yet unprovided for, and now much expoſed, to dan- 
ger by the appearance of an approaching peace between France 
and, Spain; for I thought it probable, if they were not then 
adjuſted, much time might elapſe before they would be. Nor 
did I doubt, it would be eaſy to accompliſh the object, eſpe- 
cially if I could fatisfy the committee, beyond all controverſy, 
that the intereſt of France was not injured by our Treaty with 
England, without which indeed I felt a reluctance to alk, that 
aid; and in order to enable me to do which, by an act of con- 
fidence and candour (in cafe I found it neceflary). and not to 
ſatisſy any unwarrantable demands of the French government, 
tor, none ſuch were made, was a ſtrong motive why I had 
requeſted of Mr. Jay a copy of his treaty as above related. 
Upon due conſideration therefore of theſe circumſtances 
{although Mr. Puwiance, to whom Lintruſted my letter for 
Mr. Jay had not yet cue addreſſed the committee upon 
that ſubject, in a letter of the 25th of January 1795+ in which 
I exptyned, more fully than I had be ſore done, the nature of 
our claims wpon Spain; ; and likewife endeavourcd to prove 
that independent of the motive of rendering an uſeful and 


acceptable ſervice to the United States, which I preſumed 


was a ſtrong one, fince it would always draw after it its own 
reward, from a juſt and a generous people,—there were other 
conſiderations of intereſt, growing out of the relation which 
the territory, to be Ne by the ſecurity of thoſe rights, had 
with the French iflands, which in themſelves were ſufficient to 
at the French government to yield us that aid. To this 
etter I received an anſwer from the committee, of the 8th of 
n following, addreſſed in very polite terms, promiſing 
to examine with profound attention the obſervations I had 
ſubmitted to it, and to give me the reſult without delay. 


f See Page [335 | Page 137. 
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Thus this affair reſted till ſometime in the beginningof March 
following, when I was informed by Mr. Pelet of the diploma- 
tic ſection of the committee of public ſafety,f and afterwards 
by Mr. Cambaceres, likewiſe of that ſection, that in reliance 
our treaty with England contained nothing injurious to France, 
they had expreſsly inſtructed their agent, then negociating with 
Spain, to uſe his utmoſt endeavours to ſecure for the United 
States the points in controverſy with that power. And ſhortly 
afterwards, as their negociation advanced, I was aſked, as well 
as I remember by thoſe members, as likewiſe by Boifſy D' An- 
glas, whether we w hed to poſſeſs the Floridas, ſince it was 
intimated it would be eaſy for France to obtain them; but 
which ſhe would not do otherwiſe 'than with a view to cede 
them to the United States. I replied J had no power to an- 
ſwer ſuch an interrogatory; but was well perſuaded we did not 
wiſh an extention of our territory. Well fatished I am, that 
France declined taking them in her treaty with Spain, which 
ſoon followed, from a fear it might weaken her connection 
with the United States. | | 
It merits attention, that the part which the French govern- 
ment now took, with a view to ſecure the claims of the United 
States againſt Spain, in its own treaty with that power, was 
taken merely from motives of friendſhip for thoſe States, 
without any claim to, or demand of retribution of, any kind 
whatever. It equally merits attention, that it was taken at a 
time when the contents of the Engliſh treaty were unknown to 
the French government, and not unſuſpected by many to be 
of a nature injurious to France. Had that treaty then never 
paſſed, and had we alſo otherwiſe preſerved the ground upon 
_ which we ſtood with that nation, in the commencement of its 
r what might we not have expected from its friend- 
ſhip. | 
About the middle of May I received a letter from Mr. 
Shortt at Madrid, written by the deſire of the duke of Alcudia, 
chief miniſter of Spain, to requeſt that I would, as miniſter of 
the United States, endeavour to open a new and more active 
negociation between that power and France, he having previ- 
ouſly afſured Mr. Short, that the claims of the United States 
ſhould be adjuſted to their ſatisfaction. The proſpect there- 
fore of ſuccels in that important concern was now as fair as it 
could be. | 
Shortly after this Mr. Pinckney, who was commiſſioned to 


F 133 See the poſtſeript to letter No. 12. 
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negociate and adjuſt our interfering claims with Spain, arrived 


in Paris on his way to Madrid. I informed him of what had 


paſſed between the committee of publie ſafety and myſelf 
upon that ſubject; aſſuring him I was of opinion, if he would 
explain the object of his miſſion to the committee and aſk its 
triendly co-operation, ſatisfying it at the ſame time, that the 
intereſts of France were not injured by our treaty with En- 
gland, that ſuch aid would be granted. Mr. Pinckney was 
aware of the benefit which would be derived from ſuch aid; 
but yet did not conſider himſelf at liberty to obtain it, by 
ſhewing a copy of Mr. Jay's treaty, which I intimated might 
be neceflary completely to remove the doubts that were enter- 
tained in that reſpe*t, and therefore deemed it moſt ſuitable 
to ſay nothing to the committee upon the ſubject of his miſſion. 
I obtained for him, however, an interview with the diplomatic 
members of the committee, by whom he was received with 
reſpectful attention; after which he proceeded on his route to 
Spain. From this period I never mentioned to the committee 
the ſubject of our diſpute with Spain ; becauſe all agency in 
that buſineſs ſeemed now to be completely withdrawn from 
it, and becauſe I could not well do it, under exiſting cixcum- 
ſtances, without violating equally the rules of decorum to both 
governments. By the committee indeed, a further prefſure on 
my part for its aid, would moſt probably have been deemed an 
act of extreme impropriety ; and by our adminiſtration it 
might have been deemed an indelicate and ill-timed interfc- 
rence with its meaſures. Had the committee, however, ſecured 
tor us thoſe objects in its own treaty, without regarding our 
miſhon to Spain, it would have exhibited a novel ſpectacle to 
the world ; that of one government purſuing another. with 
good offices, apparently againſt its withes; nor would the ſur- 
priſe, which that ſpectacle muſt have occaſioned, have been 
diminiſhed by a knowledge of the interior details which. pro- 
ducedit. It would atleaſt have greatly embarraſſed the adminiſ- 
tration to explain the cauſe of ſuch a phenomenon to its cre- 
dit; notwithſtanding the advantage thereby gained to the 
puvlic. | 

Such was the ſtate of things when Mr. Pinckney arrived 
in Spain; who very wiſely and very fortunately puſhed his 
negociation to a cloſe, whilſt that ſtate laſted. 

Sometime in the beginning of May 1795, I received a 
letter of the 8th March,“ from the Secretary of State, and 
ſhortly afterwards two others; one of the 15th Februaryſ and 
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the other of the 7th of April * following. In that of the 1 gc 


February, the Secretary informed me he had not then receiv- 
ed Mr. Jay's treaty, but obſerves, “ it is probable our commer- 
cial intercourſe has alſo been regulated: Say, if you pleaſe, 
that a treaty has been concluded for commerce alſo, &c.“ 
He adds, * that in the principal heads of the negociation, the 
ſurrender of the poſts, the vexations and ſpoliations of our 
commerce, and the payment of the Britiſh debts, France can 
have no poſſible concern z” that by our treaty with her, ſhe 
enjoys all the advantages of the moſt favoured nation, &c. 

and by that of the 8th of March, he acknowledged the receipt 
of the Britiſh treaty on the 7th, but ſays it witl remain undi- 
vulged by the Executive till the 8th of June, when the Senate 
would convene to deliberate on it. In this he norices the un- 
eaſineſs of the French Miniſter on account of that treaty, up- 
on which point he makes ſome general obſervations declara- 


tory of our right to regulate, by treaty, our affairs with Eng- 


land, in regard to the poſts, ſpoliations and commerce, as we 
pleaſed, adding, that - ſo far as a curſory perufal of the treaty 
enabled him to ſpeak, he diſcovered no reaſonable ground for 
diſſatisfaction in the French republic.” And in that of the 
7th of April, the ſame ſentiments in general were expreſſed, 
with a remark, “ that the confining of the contents of the 
treaty to the Preſident and Secretary of State, was' not 
from any thing finiſter towards France, bat from the uſages 
in ſuch caſesz not from an unwillingnefs that the executive 
conduct ſhould be canvaſſed, but from a certain fitneſs and 
expectation ariſing from ſuch a diplomatic act.“ He adds 
alſo, „that the invariable policy of the Prefident is, to be as 
independent as poſſible of every nation upon earth, &c.” 

By theſe letters it appeared that Mr. Jay had concluded a 
treaty upon other principles than thoſe to which his powers 
were reſtricted, as inferred from my inſtructions, and of 
courſe, that the nature and object of his miſhon to England 


| had been miſrepreſented, through me, to the French govern- 


ment. This circumſtance ſubjected me to a degree of em- 
barraſſment which may be eaſily conceived ; nor was it leſſen- 
ed by the intimation of the Secretary, that he ſaw no regſon- 
able ground for diſſatisfaction in the French republic, eſpeci- 
ally as he admitted the uneaſineſs of its Miniſter, and bkewiſe 
withheld from me the contents of the treaty ; a reſerve I could 
not account for upon any conſiſtent principle on the part of 
the adminiſtration ; nor otherwiſe, but upon its belief that the 
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treaty would be deemed injurious to France by the French 
government. The more, therefore, I reflected upon rhis ſub- 
je, the more uneaſineſs it gave me. I was aware of the 


reproach to which I was perſondly expoſed, let the commer- 


cial part of the treaty be what it might. But this was not 
the only conſideration which gave me pain; I was alfo fear- 

ful that this tranſaction would bring on a criſis in our affairs, 
which might be productive, in many reſpects, of much harm. 
8 on, however, { reſolved upon the line of conduct, which, 
in the then juncture of affairs, it became me to purſue. 
Phat the adminiſtration had injured me. was a point upon 
which I had no doubt ; that it had like uit compromiſed its 


own credit, and with it that of the United States, was alſo a 


truth equally obvious to my mind. But the regard due to 
teſe confiderations was the point to be determined. What 
aid the honor and intereſt of my country require from me in 

the actual ſtate of affairs? What was my object in accepting 
the miſſion to the French republic, and how, under exiſting 
circumſtances, could that object be beſt promoted? "Theſe 


were conſiderations of primary importance which preſented 


themſelves, and claimed a more carly and diſpaſſionate deci- 
lion. Upon mature reflection, therefore, it appeared that I 
ha4 but one alternative, which Was to remain where I was, 
and proceed in the functions of my office, notwithſtanding 
the embarrafiments to which I might be perſonally ſubjected, 
or to retire, and 1n retiring, to do it tranquilly, without ex- 
1 5 ining my motives for it; or by explaining them, denounce 
2 adminiſtration to the public. But by withdrawing tran- 
10 iy, I thould not only have admitted the miſconduct of the 
administration, which 1 did not then wiſh to admit, but like- 
wiſe my own, ſince it would have expoſed me to the ſuſpicion 
of having accepted the trult to ſerve a particular purpoſe, and 
W1 itadr. aw ing after that was accompliſhed. Beſides, it ſeem- 
ed probable that my retreat at that moment, in either mode, 
might have ſome influence in inducing the French govern- 
ment to adopt a ſyſtem of policy: towards us, which it was 
equally my duty and my with to prevent. I reſolved, there- 
fore, to ſtand 105 at my poſt, and let occurrences be what, 
they might, to contiaue as I had done before, to uſe my ut- 
molt endeavours to preſerve harmony between the two coun- 
tries; ſince that being an i invariable in my mind, I did 
not ſce how I could abandon it at a moment when it was me- 
naced by a new danger, from whatever cauſe or quarter pro- 
ceeding., To this reſolution too I was the more inclined, 
from the conſideration that 1; was now probable, in caſe the 
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treaty with England was in other reſpeQs of a different impor 
from what I had been taught to expect it would be, and 
ſhould likewiſe be ratified—that I ſhould be recalled by the 
adminiſtration z which compulſory mode of retreat I preterred 
to a voluntary one, upon the principle, if the admigiſtration 
took that meaſure without ſhewing a ſuſſicient cauſe for it, 
conſiſtent too with its previous declarations, that it would not 
only furniſh to the world a new datum, whereby the better to 
eſtimate its general policy; but likewite leave me completely 
at liberty to explain, in every particular, the motives of my 
own conduct. | 
Having then reſolved to ſtand at my poſt, or rather not 
deſert it by a voluntary retreat, the path before me, though 


likely to be difficult, was nevertheleſs a direct one. On the 


one hand it was my duty, let the treaty be what it might, to 
endeavour by all ſuitable means to reconcile the French go- 
vernment to it. And on the other, to ſtate faithfully to our 
wn ſuch facts and circumſtances as occurred, tending to thew 
the impreſſion which the treaty made on the French govern- 
ment; ſo that the adminiſtration, being correctly advited, 
might act accordingly. Upon this principle, therefore, I 
replied to the Secretary, in anſwer to his letters above men- 
tioned, that I regretted the deciſion of the adminiſtration to 
keep the treaty. ſecret for the term ſpecified ; ſince, as I had 


explained to the French government the object of Mr. Jay's 


miſſion whilſt its iſſue was uncertain, it was thought ſtrange 
the reſult ſhould be now withheld ; a circumflance too, I 
added, which, by keeping alive the ſuſpicions that were at 
firſt imbibed of its contents, would not fail to prove hurtful 
to our affairs in the interim. I aſſured him, however, that 1 
ſhould continue to endeavour to inſpire the French govern- 
ment with a confidence, either that the treaty contained no- 
thing improper, or would not be ratified in caſe it did.“ 
About the laſt of June or beginning of-: July 1795, Colonel 


. Humphreys, then refident miniſter of the United States at 


Liſbon, arrived at Paris with a view to obtain of the French 
government its aid, in ſupport of our negociations with the 
Barbary powers. He brought no letter from the adminiſtra- 
tion to the French government, to authorize his treating with 
it in perſon, and of courſe it became my duty to apply in his be- 
half for the aid that was deſired. Accordingly I addreſſed a 
letter} to the committee of public ſafety on the 5th of July 
1795 opening the ſubje& to its view generally, and requeſt- 
ing its aid in ſuch mode as ſhould be agreed between us, I 
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ewn 1 made this application with reluQtance, becauſe under 
exiſting circumſtances I did not think it could be made with- 
out compromitting in ſome degree the credit of the United 
States; ſor between governments as between individuals I 
deem it undignified, however friendly their antecedent rela- 
tion may have been, to ſolicit good oſſices, at a time when the 
friendſhip of the ſoliciting party is doubted, as was the caſe 
in the preſent inſtance. But I own alſo that my reluctance was 
diminiſhed by the knowledge that the adminiſtration poſſeſſed 
the treaty with England, whilſt Colonel Humphreys was in 
America, and the preſumption thence ariſing, that this ob- 
jection was weighed and overruled before his departure. Hav- 
ing however made the application I was reſolved to purſue 


the object of it with the utmoſt poſſible zeal. In conſe- 


quence I ſought and had many conferences with the members 


of the diplomatic ſection of the committee of Tag's lafety, 


and the commiſſary of foreign affairs upon the ſubject, in 
which I was aſſured the aid defired ſhould be given in the 
mott efficacious manner that it could be. After ſome delays 
too, attributable at one time to us, on account of the ſituation 
of our funds, and at another, to the committee then much 
occupied with their own affairs, arrangements were taken for 
purſuing thoſe negociations under the care of Joel Barlow, 
and with the full aid of France. At the moment however 
when Mr, Barlow was upon the point of embarking with our 
preſents, &c. intelligence was received that a Mr. Donaldſon, 
whom Col Humphreys had left at Alicante with a conditional 


power, but in the expectation that he would not proceed in the 


buſineſs till he heard further from him, had paſſed over to 
Algiers and concluded a treaty with that regency, and of 
courſe without the aid of France; and thus ended our appli- 
cation to the French government for its aid in ſupport of our 
negociations with thoſe powers, and nearly in the ſame man- 
ner as that did, which I made for its aid in ſupport of our 
negociation with Spain, But as Mr. Barlow was like- 
wiſe impowered by Colonel Humphreys to treat with Tunis 
and Tripoli, and the real ſtate of the buſineſs with Algiers 
was unknown ; it was {till thought adviſable that he ſhould 
proceed rhither, in the hope by concentring in his hands our 
general concerns with thoſe regencies, that not only any error + 


which had been committed, if ſuch were the caſe, might be 


corrected, but that by his obſervations upon the character and 
circumſtances of thoſe powers, ſuch light might alſo be ob- 
tained, as would prove uſeful in the guidance of our affairs 


with them for the future. Accordingly Mr. Barlow depart- 


cd ſoon after this in the diſcharge of the duties of the truſt 


3 


repoſed in him, and to whoſe very important and extraordi- 


nary ſervices to his country, in the courſe of his miſſion, 1 


with pleaſure add here my teſtimony to that of all thoſe wh 
ate acquainted with his conduct in it. 
From this period I had but one object to attend to, the 
preſervation of our actual footing with France, which was, as 
already ſhewn, as favorable as we could with it to be. Nor 
was there any cauſe to apprehend a change for the worſe, un- 
leſs it was produced by the Engliſh treaty. But the contents 
of that treaty were unknown and of courſe there could be no 
fair ground for a change of policy towards us on the part of 


France. And upon the ſubject of it, but little was now faid, 


cither by the committee or myſelf, in our occaſional inter- 
views. By the committee indeed it was never mentioned even 
informally, except when ſome occurrence brought to view 
the ſubſiſting relations between the United States and France, 
fuch for example as the arrival of Colonel 'Trumoull, Mr. 
Jay's ſecretary, of Mr. Pinckney on his route to Spain, and of 
Colonel Humphreys, as above ſtated ; or upon ſome preſſure 
for the ſettlement of the claims of individuals , upon which 
occaſions it was eaſy to perceive, it was a ſubje& not loſt 
ſight of. And by me it was never introduced, for as 1 
had no new communication to make to the committee upon 
it, whereby to remove the ſuſpicions that were entertained of 


its contents, and any alluſion to it in that ſtate could of courſe 


only ſerve to revive unpleaſant ſenſations to our diſadvan- 
tage, I thought it moſt eligible to keep it out of view. I con- 
tinued however to look with anxious expectation to the ad- 
miniſtration, in the hope of receiving from it ſoon ſuch in- 
formation, reſpecting that treaty, and of the future views of 
our government towards France, as might at leaſt preſerve 
the ſubſiſting harmony between the two nations. 

Early in June 1795 accounts were received in Paris that the 
Britiſh government had revived its order for the ſeizure of 
proviſion veſſels deſtined for France, At that period Paris, 
and many other parts of France, were in the greateſt diſtreſs 
for proviſions, in conſequence whereof the attention of the go- 
vernment was directed with great ſolicitude to thoſe quarters 
whence ſupplies were expected, particularly to the United 
States of America, where great ſums had been expended in the 
purchaſe of them. Unfortunately however but few of thoſe 
veſſels reached their deſtination, for in general they were tak» 


en into port by the Britiſh cruiſers. It was ſoon obvious that 


this aggreſſion of Great Britain upon the rights of neutral na- 
tions, being made with the intent to increaſe the diſtreſs of 
famine which was then raging at Paris, and thereby promote 
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the diſorders which were in part attributable to that cauſe, 
excited a ferment in the French councils which was not point- 
ed againſt Great Britain alone. The neutral powers were 
likewiſe animadverted upon, particularly the United States, 
to whom the attention of the committee was, as I had reaſon 
to believe, in a more eſpecial manner drawn, by the report of 
one of its ſecret agents from England, who ſtated that he was 
| adviſed there through a channel to he rehed on, that the En- 
FLiliſh adminiſtration had intimated the meaſure would not be. 
Cabos to our government, fince it was a caſe provided for 
between the two governments. I was however happy to 
find that this report, which I treated with contempt, was at 
the time not much attended to by the committee; for it was 
deemed impoſſible, that our government ſhould give a ſanc- 
tion to the ſyſtem of kings for ſtarving France. Nevertheleſs 
after the treaty appeared, I thought it my duty to communi- 
cate the purport of that report to the adminiſtration, with 
the comments that were made on that part of the treaty, 
which was ſuppoſed to authorize the Britiſh ſeizures ; in the 
hope that ſuch a conduct would be obſerved in regard to that 
\ ; proccedi ing 7 of the Englith government, as would exempt us 
| from the imputation of countenancing it.“ 
LEES About the middle of Augult 1795, American gazettes were 
| received at Paris containing copies of the Engliſh treaty, 
whereby its contents were made known to the committee of 
public ſafety without my aid. From this period therefore 
1 all myſtery upon that ſubject was at an end. The poſſeſſion 
1 of the treaty enabled the French government to judge for 
itſelf upon all the points which it involved. Nor was the 
eſfect which it produced an equivocal one; for there did not 
| appear to me to be a deſcription of perſons, not in the inter- 
q; elt of the coaleſced powers who did not openly and ſeverely 
4 cenſure it. True it is, it made its appearance at a time when 
it was likely to produce the worſt effect, being when Paris 
and many other parts of France were, as above mentioned, 
in the utmoſt diſtreſs for proviſions, and when the Britiſh | 
were likewiſe ſeizing our proviſion veſſels deſtined for their 
relief, 

It will readily occur, from a variety of conſiderations, 
that my ſituation was now truly an embarraſſing one. I had, 
however, long before this ſettled in my mind the part it be- 
came me to act during this criſis of our affairs; which was to 
do every thing in my power, conſiſtent with propriety, to re- 
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concile the French government to that treaty. I had there- 
fore not no new decifion to make, but ſimply to purſue hat 
which I had already made. But as yet it was not known 
that the treaty was ratified, nor certain that it would be, for 
the ſpontaneous and almoſt univerſal diſapprobation that was 
beſtowed upon it throughout the United States, as ſoon as it 
was ſeen, was ſufficient at leaſt to inſpire a doubt on that 
point: Nor had I any letter from the department of ſtate of a | 
late dare, to intimate the courſe our adminiſtration was likely | 
to take. At this period, therefore, comprehending the months | 
of Auguſt and September, 1795, I did not know how to 
act;“ for admitting that neither my previous well known po- 
litical principles, nor the communications I had made to the | 
French government, which were in oppoſition to the reſult | 
now before it, impoſed upon me any reſtraint, tho” doubtleſs | 
in ſtrict propriety they ought fo ta have done, yet until our 
government took a part, it was impoſſible for me to take one. 
Had I for example, turned out in that ſtage as a partizan of 
the treaty, and provoked a diſcuſſion of its merits with the _— | 
French government, and a month afrerwards received advice | 
from the adminiſtration that it was rejected, I ſhould not on- 
ly have expoſed myſelf to contempt, but likewiſe have deprived 
the United States of the merit which the rejection would | 
have entitled them to with the French nation. Beſides, what 
advantage was to be gained by ſuch a courſe of proceeding in 
any {tage ? Was it not always in time to diſcuſs the merits of 
that treaty, when the French government reſolved to do it ? 9 
and was it not my duty, ſeeking to preſerve harmony between 
the two countrics, to labour rather to prevent a diſcuſſion 
throughout, than to promote one? A certain portion of re- 
ſerve, therefore, on my part, was now particularly neceſſary ; 
and ſuch was the conduct which I obſerved. At the ſame 
time I affirm, that it was my invariable praCtice to avail myſelf 
of every opportunity that occurred, to inculcate by all the 
means in my power, as well by obviating ſuch objections as 
were made to the treaty, in the beſt way I could, as by urging 
conſiderations of a more general nature, the propriety and po- 
| licyof preſerving the ſubſiſting harmony between the two coun- 
tries, and with what effect will be ſeen by the documents 
$ .- hich follow. | 
At this period I witneſſed a very extraordinary political phe- 
nenon. 'Theappearance of the treaty excited the general dif- 
ol France againſt the American government, which was 
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now diminiſhed by the oppoſition which the American peopfe 
made to the treaty : for as ſoon as France ſaw that the Ameri- 
cans took up the cauſe as their own, and were indignant at a 
meaſure which they thought arranged them on the fide of Bri- 
tain and of kings, againſt France and public liberty; from 
that moment did a friendly ſentiment diſcover itſelf 'in her 
councils and throughout the community towards us, which 
by moderating the temper of the French government pro- 
moted of courſe the views of the adminiſtration. The con- 
trary effect was charged upon that diſplay of the public ſen- 
timent in America; but the charge was dictated, more in the 
ſpirit of party than of true philoſophy; for it was not warrant- 
ed at the time by the principles of the human heart nor did 
it correſpond with the fact. | 

But near the middle of September had now arrived and I 
had heard nothing from the adminiſtration of its deciſion on 
the Britiſh treaty; or its views in that reſpect, and in the in- 
terim had the mortiſication to fee that we daily loſt ground 
which it would not be eaſy to recover. In ſhort it was ob- 
vious not only that the French government no longer confided 
in the amicable profeſſions of our own, but that this treaty had 
otherwiſe produced an effect ſo unfavorable in the public 
councils towards us, as to give caufe to apprehend in caſe it 
were ratified conſequences of a very ſerious nature. 

By my original inſtruction it appeared that in caſe our 
negociation with England failed and meafures of fome tone 


were in conſequence taken towards her, that much reliance 


would be put on France. It vas in fact the plain import of 
thoſe inſtructions ; that if war u as reforted to, which in that 
caſe ſeemed to be contemplated by the adminiſtration, that 
we ſhould be arranged again on he fame fide with France, 
our firſt and natural ally (to uſe the words of the adminiſtra- 
tion) ſince I was expreſsly inſtructed to let that be ſeen by the 
French government. And by ſubſequent letters, particularly 
that of the 25th of September 1794, this idea was reitera- 
ted and inforced. It was upon this principle that I touched 


upon that topic, in my communications with the committee 


of public ſafety at a certain period, the reſult whereof was 


5 always made known to the adminiſtration immediately after- 


wards. Nor can it be doubted, in caſe that negociation/ had 
failed, or the treaty been rejected, that ſuch would have been 
the policy of our adminiſtration. Having then at that period 
intimated the reliance, which in that caſe might be placed 
on France, it became my duty, now that it appeared proba» 


ble the treaty would be rejected, and myſelf in conſequence 
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2 called on to verify the intimations L had given of the diſpoſition 
4 of France to ſupport our claims againſt that power, to ſtate 
x the arrangements it would be neceſſary for us to adopt to ſe- 
R cure that ſupport. Accordingly I informed the adminiſtration 


explicitly, that if the treaty was rejected, and it was wiſhed 
* to command with effect the fortunes of France in any further 
negociation with England we, remaining at peace and relying on 


* France for the fupport of thoſe claims againſt that power without 
8 any effort of our own, that under exiſting circumſtances it would 
75 not only be neceſſary for the adminiſtration to avail itſelf of 
* ſome well known pronounced character in regard to the great 
d queſtion which now agitates the world, to whoſe care the ne- 
gociation ſhould be committed, but that in other reſpects ex- 
1 traordinary circumſpection ſhould be uſed in the proſecution 
* of the negociation itſelf: For otherwiſe it would not com- 
£: mand tht confidence of France, nor could her ſupport without 
4 it be counted on as ſure or eſfectual.“ If this was done I re- 
* peated to the adminiſtration my aſſurance that I was ſatisfied 
* the full aid of France might be obtained to ſupport our claims 
, 4 upon that power, and upon terms fair and honorable to us: 
10 Nor have I a doubt that ſuch ſupport wiſely managed in ne- 
it gociation would have been effectual. ger: 75 
About the laſt of September, or firſt of October 1795, L 
Re. received ſeveral letters from the Secretary of State, of which 
_ thoſe of June iſtſ July 2dj, 14th}] and 21k} alone merit at- 
1 tention : All of which came to hand at or about the ſame 
of time, and generally bythe route of England; the veſſels by which 
ne they were ſent being taken into port there, under the order 
Us of the Britiſh government which iſſued in the ſpring for ſeiz- 
e ing all veſſels laden with proviſions deſtined for France. | 


The letter of June iſt contained a juſtification of the con- 
he duct of the adminiſtration in forming a commercial treaty 
with Great Britain at that period; and hkewiſe a vindica- 


'y tion of the adminiſtration againſt the charge of a want of 
* candor (which ſeemed to be apprehended) inthe explanations 
a4 that were given by it of the motives of that miſhon; in which 
1 the idea of a commercial power was always withheld. The 
wat letter of July 2d contained advice, that the treaty was not 
* ratified, and that the preſident was undecided upon the 
* point of ratification ; which uncertainty too as to the ratifica- 
od tion was encreaſed by thoſe of the 14th and 21ſt. A copy 
of of the treaty accompanz ed the letter of July 2d, and a copy 
He See Page 209. 
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of the correſpondence with Mr. Adet, upon the ſubject of 
the treaty, that of July 14th. BE 

[t was inferred from theſe letters, that, when that of June 
1ſt was written, the executive had refolved to ratify the 
treaty in caſe the ſenate approved it, and that the heſitation 
which afterwards took place proceeded more from the ſhock 
which the general diſapprobation of the treaty by the people 
gave the adminiſtration, than from any diſinclination on its 
own part to the ratification. It was likewife inferred that, 
that letter was written with a view to lay the foundation for 
ſuch an event, in the expectation the ratification would proba- 

[ bly embroil us with France. In one particular the contents- 

|; of this letter affected me perſonally, by affirming that my in- 

ſtructions had not warranted the conſtruction I had given them, 

1 in explaining as I had done the motives of Mr. Jay's miſhon 
5 to London. In this was opened a ſubject for diſcuſſion be- 
4 tween the executive and. myſelf of a very delicate nature. 

It was however ſtill my hope that our affairs with the French 
- republic would be ſo managed, as to prevent any controver- 
q\ ſy whatever, or even diſcuſſion of an unfriendly kind be- 
rween the two governments, and, in any event, my firm reſo- 
lution to engage in none of a perſonal nature, with either of 
them, if to be avoided. Upon this principle I anſwered the 
above letters of the Secretary, ſimply by an acknowledg- + 
ment of their receipt; repeating to him at the ſame time my 
| aſſurance that I had-done and ſhould continue to do eve 
[ thing in my power, not only by a proper uſe of the documents 
and lights derived from him, but of ſuch others as my own. 
imperfect experience and erring judgment had ſupplied, to 
preſerve harmony between the two countries.* - 

It happened that a few days after the receipt of the cor- 
reſpondence between the ſecretary of State and Mr. Adet, 
; which accompanied the lettter of the 14th of July above no- 

ticed, I had occaſion to uſe and accordingly did uſe it. LI 
had called upon Mr. Jean Debry, the member of the commit- 
tee of public ſafety who was charged with American affairs, 
to procure the paſſports, diſpatches, &c. which were promiſed-' 
by the French government for Mr. Barlow, who was upon the 
point of departing for Algiers to purſue the negociation of 
our treaties with the Barbary powers. Scarcely however was 
this topic cloſed, when my attention was drawn by this mem- 
ber to another, that of our treaty with England, which he 
ſaid was conſidered by the committee as injurious to France. 
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He added that he was then preparing a letter in behalf of the 
committee, and by its order, to me upon that ſubject. We 
diſcuſſed this point ſome time, till at length I aſked him if the 
committee had received the correſpondence of our Secretary 
of State and Mr. Adet's upon it, to which he replied in the 
negative. I then aſked permiſſion ta put into his hands a copy 
of that correſpondence; requeſting further that the letter ſpok- 
en of might be deferred until the committee had examined 
and weighed it, to which he readily aſſented: Acopy of the cor- 
reſpondence was in conſequence ſent him on the next day, or 
very ſoon after wards.“ It was upon this ground that I in- 


* See Mr. Purviance's pote— 
Abcut the end of September, or perhaps the beginning of Octo- 


ber laſt, 1795, Iaccompanied” Mr. Monroe at a conference he had 


with the repreſentative, Jean Debry, thena member of the com- 
mittee of Salut Public, aud charged with the department of Ameri- 
can affairs. | 
This conference was for the purpoſe of engaging the good offices of 
the French government in aid of our negociations then pending with 
Algiers, &c. Applications on the ſame ſubje& had ſome time before 
been made to the committee, and aſſurances retarned, that meaſures 
would be taken topromote our wiſhes. | 
The converſation digreſſing from the above topic to others, turn- 


ed on that of the treaty concluded between the United States and 


England, a copy of which, with the news of its ratification by the 
Senate, accompanied by certain comments or ſtrictures thereon by a 
French citizen, Jean Debry ſaid had been juſt received by the com- 
mittee, and if Irecelle& right he immediately after binted at the diſ- 
ſatisfaction excited by this treaty in the mind of the govern- 
ment. 

Being aſked by Mr. Monroe if they had received the correſpon- 
dence which had paſſed between their miniſter, Mr. Adet, and our 
government on the ſubject, he replied they had not; - whereup- 
on he was promiſed by Mr. Monroe a copy of that correſpondence, 
and it was accordingly delivered to him the next day, or in a very 
few days after, ; 


Upon his intimating to Mr. Monroe the intention of the com- 


- mittee to addreſs him a letter upon the ſubje& of the treaty, it 


was requeſted this letter might be deferred until the correſpon- 


_ dence juſt ſpoken of had been examined and weighed by the com- 


mittee, —In this propolition he acquieſced, and preſumed they would 
likewife.—The topic being purſued, Mr. Monroe took occaſion to 
repreſent the great importance of cool and diſpaſſionate meaſures 
on the part of the French, government in their relation with rhe 
United States, aſſuring J. Debry, that the purſuit of ſuch meaſures 
could not fail to produce the happieſt effects, while from a diſfer- 
ent policy might flow conſequences highly gratifying'to the enemies 
ef both republics. * 


rig — 
* 8 


1 


timated in my letter of the 20th of October my opinion, that 
if the treaty was ratified, I ſhould hear from the French go- 


vernment upon the ſubject of it: Of the ſymptoms of diſ- 


content which I witneſſed, I had before given frequent in- 
timations. | 


On the 27th of October, 1795, the convention cloſed its 


career, by transferring its powers to the preſent government of 
France, founded in a conſtitution which had been regularly 


ſubmitted to the people, and adopted by them. To this new 

overnment was likewiſe transferred the ſubſiſting relations 
—— France and other powers, comprehending, of courſe, 
thoſe with the United States of America. 

Juſt before this change of government in France, Mr. Fau- 
chet arrived from the United States with an account, that 
the treaty was ratified; of whoſe arrival, diſſatisfaction with 
the treaty, and apparent favorable reception by the commit- 
tce of public ſafety I informed our adminiſtration in my 
letter of the 5th of November, which immediately fol- 
lowed.* 


In the beginning of December, 1795, I received two letters 


from Mr. Pickering, who had been called by the preſident 
proviſionally to the department of State, upon the refignation 
of Mr. Randolph; the firſt of which bore date on the 12th, 
and the ſecond on the 14th of September of the ſame year. By 
that of the 12th I was informed officially, and for the firſt 


time, that the treaty was ratified, although near a month had 


elapſed fince the ratification. And by that of the 14th 
I was adviſed of an attempt made by the Captain of a Britiſh 


Some particular expreſſion uſed by Mr. Monroe, in urging this 
point, provoked on the part of J. Debry a reply, in which he dwelt at 
ſome length, and with ſome warmth too, upon the perfect compe- 
tency of the French government to diſcern and decide upon what 
meaſures were proper to be taken by it under particular circum- 
lances 3 upon its uniform friendly diſpoſition towards the United 
States, and upon the evil effects that muſt reſult from a final adopt ion 
of the treaty with Britain, 

Some hints too were given by J. Debry of a project which had 
deen ſketehed for either extending or ſtrengthen ing the exiſting con» 
nections det ween the two republics, which from its not being ſuffi- 


ciently matured, and owing to ithe other great labours of the com 


mittee had not been hitherto intimated to Mr. Monroe. © 


: J. H. PURVIANCE, 
Paris, Aug. 1796, | | 
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ſrigate, to ſeize Mr. Fauchet, the late French miniſter, with - 
in the limits of the United States, on his return home, as 
likewiſe of the meaſures taken by our adminiſtration to obtain 
of the Britiſh government adequate ſatisfaction to the United 
States for that violation of their rights. | 

The letter of the 12th of September, firſt above mention- 
ed, which announced the ratification of the treaty, was writ- 
ten expresſly for the purpoſe of deſignating to me the conduct 
I was to obſerve for the future, and in conſequence of the rati- 
fication, in my deportment towards the French republic. It will 
therefore be proper to preſent here, conciſely, the ſubſtance of 
that letter. l 

Mr. Pickering begins by obſerving, that as the treaty with 
Great Britain was ratified, and likely to become a compact 
between the two nations, it was proper I ſhould become poſ-— 
ſeſſed of the opinions of our government, eſpecially as it appear- 
ed P my letters and the movements diſasßfected per- 
ſons in the United States, that unfavorable impreſſions upon the 
government and people of France were to be apprehended. 
He adds, that from motives of friendſhip, and with a view to 
produce tranquillity and ſatisfaction, the adminiſtration hadac- 
ted with the utmoſt candor towards the French government 
in every ſtage of the negociation ; of which he gives the expla- 
nations that were made it of the motives of Mr. Jay's miſſion 
to London, whilſt the negociation was depending, and the 
communication of the treaty to Mr. Adet, after the advice 
of the ſenate, and before the ratification by the preſident, as 
diſtinguiſhed examples: Affirming that by the treaty itſelf 
the rights of France, whether founded in the laws of nations 
or treaties with the United States, remained unviolated and 
unimpaired. He then adverts to the late ſeizures by order of 
the Britiſh government, of proviſion veſſels deſtined to France, 
as a circumſtance likely to create inquietude, with a view to 
explain the 18th article; which he ſays had been miſrepreſent- 
ed in America, as being unfriendly to France. The firit 
paragraph of that article, he admits, had departed from the 
ſpirit of modern treaties, in allowing certain articles of mer- 
chandize, made free by ſuch treaties, to be deemetl contra- 
band of war ; but yet, he ſays, we have not departed from the 
ſpirit of the old law of nations, by admitting any article to be 
contraband which by that law was not. Britain he ſaid would 
not relax; and therefore the beſt that could be done in that 
eaſe, was to recite in the treaty the liſt of contraband deſignat- 
ed by the old law by way of advertiſement to our maritime and 
eommerctal people, to admonilh them of a riſk which exiſted; And 


3 

by the ſecond paragraph of that article, which refers to the 
doctrine inſiſted on by England, that proviſions may be con- 
traband when deſtined to places not blockaded or inveſted, he 
ſays that without acknowledging her doctrine, we have guard- 
cd agaiuſt its ill effects, by ſtipulating that when provifrons 
and other articles, not generally contraband, ſhall become ſuch, 
and for that reaſon be ſeized, they ſhall not be confiſcated 
but paid for: A ſtipulation, he adds, it was evidently expedi- 
cnt for the United States to obtain, fince by it our commerce 
is no longer left a prey to future ſheliatians without any definite 
means of liquidation or redreſs : That, whether it was beſt to oppoſe 
7,515 pretention of England by force, was a queſtion which pertain= 
e to the proper authorities of the United States to decide, who alone 
had a right to determine in what manner it was beſt to 
ovviate an evil, and when it was proper to repel an injury: That 
as au independent nation we were the excluſive judges, and 
competent guardians of whatever concerned our intereſt, po- 
hcy and honor; upon which ſubjects we would never aſk the 
zdvice, or be governed by the councils, of any foreign nation 
whatever. He then proceeds to animadvert upon the impoli- 
cy of going to war with England ; fince thereby, he ſays, our 
commerce would be ruined, and thouſands of our citizens be 
mut up or die in jails and priſon-ſhips ; our landed intereſt 
would ſuffer; agriculture decline; the ſources of revenue 
fail, and other thouſands of our citizens dependant on it, be 
involved in ruin; whence would follow the calamity of a di- 

rect tax to ſupport the war, and happy ſhould we be if our 
| 414isfortunes ended there, or if we could contemplate only a 
foreign war, in which all hands and hearts might unite. He 
adds that by going to war, we ſhould even hurt France, ſince 
our ports would be blocked up and our commerce at an end. 
That a fruitleſs diverſion on the fide of Canada would nearly 
bound our efforts; whereas, whilſt we remained neutral, the aid 
we give her was immenſe ; for as, by the clauſe in queſtion, 
payment was ſtipulated for our proviſions deſtined to France, 
when taken, being contraband, it was preſumed our merchants 
would find therein a new ſtimulus for puſhing their enterprizes 
to that country. He affirms however, that the late order for 
feizing did not proceed from that clauſe in the treaty ; be- 
cauſe the Britiſh had ſeized before the treaty, and becauſe al- * 
10 the order applied to other neutral powers with whom there 
was no ſimilar ſtipulation. Finally he proceeds to lay down 
certain poſitions to which, he ſays, I may give the ſolemnity of 
truths; ſuch as, that the late negociation did not proceed 
trom any predilection in our government towards England; 
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that the remembrance of the laſt war, from which we juſt, 


began to recover, made us deprecate whatever even ſeemed to 
look like a renewal of it; that there were many cauſes of dif- 


ference between the United States and Great Britain, the ad- 


juſtment whereof could not longer be delayed; that the com- 


mercial part of the treaty, though important, was a ſubordinate 

one, and not a new meaſure z that, the government of the 

United States was fincerely friendly tothe French nation. 
My with was to conciliate the French government towards 


the treaty which was now ratified, and molt anxiouſly had 1 


looked to the adminiſtration for the means of doing it: But 
no perſon will, I am perſuaded, be able to point out any trait 
in the above letter that was likely to produce that effect. 
The eulogium beſtowed by it, in the beginning, upon the can- 
dor of the adminiſtration, which it ſays was ſhewn towards 
the French government in every ſtage of the negociation, and. 


whilſt the treaty was depending, if admitted by that govern- 


ment, was not a thing tor me to dwell on. Acts of candor 


when performed, if acknowledged by the party to whom 


they are ſaid to be rendered, ought not to be boaſted of by 
thoſe who perform them. But if they are not acknowledged, 
and eſpecially if the act upon which the pretenſion is founded 


is viewed in a different light, as there was reaſen to preſume 


was the caſe in the preſent inſtance, then the Le it 
urged, is likely to produce an ill effect. This, therefore, was 
not a topic for me to open to the French government; nor 


did the commentary on the treaty which the letter contained, 


furniſh one better adapted to the purpoſe. Indeed it profeſſes 


to notice, and in fact notices only one article, che 18th, and 


in ſo doing, admits in effect all the objections that were urg- 
ed againſt it: For it agrees that we had thereby not only yield- 


ed the modern rule of contraband, witli reſpect to general 


kinds of merchandize, which by ſpecial treaties were made 


articles of free trade; but that we had alſo made an arrange- 
ment with England, whereby ſhe was permitted to ſeize our 


proviſion veſſels deſtinec to France, whenever a criſis arrived 
which made it eligible for her ſo to do, upon the condition 
of paying us for the proviſions thus ſeized a reaſonable mer- 


cantile profit, including freight and the expences incident to 


detention. The explanation given of the ſecond clauſe which 
reſpects proviſions is, it is true, at firſt view, ſomewhat ambi- 
guous, yet the true import of that explanation is as above. In- 


_ deed the diſguiſe is ſo thin as to, make it doubtful whether it 


was intended as a diſguiſe ; or rather whether the explanation 
was not given with a view to let it be ſeen, that ſuch was the 
realobject of that ſtipulation, An evil, it ſays, wasthereby reme- 
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ied, which it was deemed' better thus to adjuft than to repel U, 
farce, Of what nature then was that evil? Did it conſiſt in 
the ſeizure of proviſion veſſels deitined to 2 blockaded port ? 
Did any one ever complain of ſuch a ſeizute as an injury? 
Or did the adminiſtration contemplate wat. in cafe that point. | 
was not yielded to us? Beſides, a mode was adopted, where- 
by the means of liguidation and redreſs were provided againſt 
future fpolrativns ; what ſpoliations? Such ſeizures as were | 
made of proviſions deſtined'to a blockaded port ? Are ſuch to | 
be called ſpoliations ? What was the point in controverſy be- 
tween the two countries, which it is ſaid was thus adjuſted 7 ? 
Was it not ſimply whether the pretenſions of England, who 
claimed a right to ſeize proviſions, as contraband, at pleaſure, 
with a view to ſtarve France, ſhould be allowed! ? And were 
not thoſe the /þolations for whoſe ligtii dation and redreſe, defi- 
nite means were {aid to be provided? Or would the adminiſ- 
tration, in a demand of payment for thoſe ſeizures, which took 
place after the treaty was concluded, diſtinguiſh the cafes, and 
confine that demand to ſuch veſſels as were taken in their route 
to a blockaded port, ſaying, for theſe only will we be paid, 
bur for the others, comprehending perhaps gg out of 100, 
we will not—and thus revive the controverſy which it was 
ſaid was thus amicably cloſed ? This, it is preſumed, would 
not be done. This, therefore, was not a ground to conciliate 
upon, nor did the other parts of the letter 'furnith one that 
was more ſo; for the picture of the horrors of war which it 
PR a picture common to all wars, was either altoge- 
ther inapplicable, or if applicable, was ſo only by furniſhing 
a reply to obje&tions, which it was apprehended would be 
_ raiſed againſt the conduct of the adminiſtration ; as was the 
declaration which the letter contained, that the late ſeizures 
were not made in eonſequence of that treaty; and as was like- 
wiſe the argument it furniſhed, that the ſtipulation in the 
18th article, which ſecured payment in caſe of ſeizure, would, 
by encouraging the enterprizes of our merchants to France, 
| be for her benefit. Theſe two latter topics were indeed deli- 
FE 2 cate ones for me to touch on, eſpecially. as it was known 
| \ that the other neutral powers complained that we had ſiight- 
ed, if not injured, them; and as it was likewiſe known by the 
2 example of the ſeizures in the ſpring, which enſued after the + 
| treaty was concluded, that if the practice was permitted, let 
the encouragement be what it might, Britain, preponderating 
at fea, mipht take almoſt every veſlel that attempted to enter 
the French ports. And with reſpect to the declaration, that 
we were an independent people and had a right to decide for cur- 
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Alves, &c. ſo often repeated, I did not perceive how it ap- 


plied at the time: there had been no queſtion on that point 
that I knew of. France had attempted, to unpole on us no 
conditions; had aſked of us no fayours ; on the contrary had 
ſhewa a diſpoſition to render us many; under which circum- 
ſtances we had made a treaty with Britain, which it was ex- 
pected by the adminiſtration would produce an ill effect in 
France, but of which ſhe had not yet complained : To prevent 
which and reconcile her to that treaty was the object, and to 
accompliſh which required on our part wiſe and temperate 
councils. It became us with that view to convince her judg- 
ment, and to avail ourſelves of her antient and friendly diſpo- 
ſition towards us, not to provoke and irritate her paſſions. So 
chat upon the whole, I did not perceive a ſingle trait in this 
letter, which was written after long delay, and doubtleſs with 
mature deliberation, to deſignate the courſe I was to purſue 
in conſequence of the ratification of the treaty, which breath- 


ed a ſpirit of conciliation; not even in that part which contain- 


ed what was called poſitions to which I was inſtructed to give 
the ſolemnity of truths; for they alſo were calculated only to 
meet objections, and were otherwiſe expreſſed in ſuch a tone 
of moderation, in point of friendly regard, as to have been 
well adapted to a communication in a like cafe to Ruſha, 'Tur- 
key, or any other power with „hom we had no political con- 
nection. On the contrary, that letter appeared to me, in its 
general tenor, to be dictated in a ſpirit of hoſtility, and more 
with a view to promote a rupture than prevent one. 

To reconcile France to that treaty, Iexpected to have been 
authoriſed to explain to her government how long the com- 
mercial part was to remain in force; to ſtate to it formally, 
that we were ready to enter into a new commercial treaty 
with her, and upon what principles, to be commenced either 
in Paris or Philadelphia : In which expeQation, and with a 
view to the event of a ratification, I had told the adminiſtra- 
tion, when I adviſed it of the ill- effect the treaty, whoſe con- 
tents were then known, had produced, that I ſhould await its 
orders without any, the flighteſt, compromitment either of it 
or myſelf.“ But nothing of this Lind s 0 Befound in that. 
letter, nor in any which preceded or followed it. For all 
that the letters contained or attempted, which touched that 
ſubject, was a juſtification of the admi iſtration, againſt the 


charge which was either raiſed or expected, of having cvaged the - 


overtures of France to treat on commerce, at a time when it was 
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admitted that an advance was made by the adminiſtration to treat 
on that ſubject, and a commercial treaty actually concluded by it, 
with Great Britain.“ Still, however, my object was the 
ſame, which was to conciliate and prevent, if poſſible, a rup- 
ture between the two countries ; and I was reſolved, if I could 
derive no aid from the adminiſtration to promote that end, at 
leaſt not to become its inſtrument in defeating it, if ſuch was 
its view, which now ſeemed probable. | 

But it was my duty to anſwer this letter, which I did with- 
out a comment; for it was improper for me to cenſure and 
uſeleſs to adviſe, I fimply acknowledged its receipt with an aſ- 
ſurance that due attention ſhould be paid to it, as occaſion re- 
quired zi to which I likewiſe added the fact, that ſymptoms 
of diſcontent were {till ſeen, but whether they would aſſume 
an aſpect more unfavorable I knew not: If they did I would 
immediately communicate it. 

There was however one trait in that letter to which a more 
explicit anſwer became neceſſary. It had been intimated to 
me in that of June the 1ſt, that my inſtructions had not 
warranted the explanation I had given of the object of Mr. 
Jay's miſſion to London; which intimation was here repeat- 
ed, in a manner it is true not ſo direct, but yet in a tone not 
leſs poſitive. I had avoided anſwering that paſſage in the for- 
mer letter, from the conſideration that, in the then ſtate of 
our affairs, the intereſt of our country required cool and unit- 
ed councils, to extricate us from the difficult fituation into 
which we were thrown. But by reviving and preſſing this 
point upon me, it ſeemed as if the adminiſtration expected 
an anſwer, with deſign to ground on it ſome meaſure it was 
much bent on, in which view it was my duty to give one. I 
therefore anſwered that paſſage by obſerving, that my former 
communications had ſhewn that I had underſtood and acted 
on that part of my inſtructions differently from what it ap- 
* peared by theſe letters, it was intended I ſhould underſtand 
and act on it; whereby I was placed, by the courſe of events, 
in a very delicate and embarraſſing dilemma, from which in- 
deed I was not then perhaps relieved, though I hoped and 
thought I was. In my anſwer I ſtated the fact correctly, and 
left it to adminiſtration to purſue its policy. 

The tone of the new government was cool and reſerved 
towards me. But my conduct was the ſame, becauſe my ob- 
ject was the ſame. I ſhewed, it is true, no mark of undue 
. eondeſcention to that government, but yet I certainly omitted 


% 
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no opportunity that occurred to conciliate its good will to- 
wards us. Unhappily however a very: different ſpirit now. 
diſplayed itſelf in our adminiſtration, whole meaſures obvi- 
ouſly tended to promote a rupture. 
Soon after the new government was organized I received 
a letter from the miniſter of foreign affairs, complaining of the 
miſconduct of Mr. Pariſh, American conſul at Hamburgh, 
in granting paſſports to.Engliſh ſubjects as American citizens, 
and in being the agent of England for the equipment of the 
emigrants, deſiring that I would communicate his note to our 
government with a requeſt that Mr. Pariſh be removed.* Some 
conſiderable time before this I had earneſtly recommended 
this meaſure to our adminiſtration, urging many conſidera- 
tions, ſuggeſted as well by ſome particulars of. his own con- 
duct, as by the circumſtance of his being -a Britiſh ſubject, 
why it was of importance to our intereſt and character as a 
ſeparate and neutral people, that his commiſſion ſhould be 
revoked and committed to an American citizen.F Thoſe 
conſiderations appeared to me to be ſo ſtrong and preſ- 
ling, that I concluded, as ſoon as they were brought to 
the view. of the adminiſtration, he would be removed, and 
of courſe that the meaſure was already taken : In which ex- 
pectation I anſwered the miniſter politely, intimating that I 
ſhould communicate to our government the requeſt of his in 
that reſpect, not doubting that it would be readily complied 
with. I ſhould have ſtated, that I had anticipated the de- 
mand ſometime before, and recommended the meaſure of m 
own accord; but I wifhed, now that it was aſked by the French 
government, that it might appear to be granted at its requeſt ; 
an accommodation which I was perſuaded would produce a 


good effect at the time. But I was ſoon adviſed by Mr. Pick- 
er ingt that this Britiſh ſubje&t ſhould not be compelled to 
yield his poſt to an American citizen, at my requeſt, ſupport- 


ed as it was by ſuch weighty reaſons. And the ſubſequent 
management of the affair upon the application of the French 


government ſhewed that the incident became rather a cauſe of 


irritation, than of conciliation with that government; not- 
withſtanding the evident impolicy of ſuch a procedure at the 
time, on account of the criſis to which we were brought: For 
although the adminiſtration (not being able to reſiſt the ob- 
jections to his continuance) did remove him, yet it was done 
in a manner ſo as to ſhew the French government, it was nat 
done in compliance with its requeſt. || 


„ Page 302. f 195. f 319. || 368. 
4 


o 
— Pa 


& x XIVili ] 


In January 1796, Mr. Randolph's pamphlet was received 
in Paris, which contained ſeveral of the Preſident's letters, in 
ſome of which the French republic was ſpoken of in terms by 
no means reſpectful, and the friends of the French revolution 
in the United States reproached with being the friends “ of 
war and confuſion 7” and ſhortly after this, was received alfo, 
the Preſident's addreſs to congreſs, upon the opening of the 
ſeſſion, which in treating of the flouriſhing condition of the 
United States, contraſted i? with the miſerable, famiſhed, and 
diſorganized ſtate .of other powers. Much too was ſaid in 
that addreſs of the advantage of our accommodation with Bri- 
tain, as likewiſe of the favourable diſpoſſtion of that power 
towards us, without the ſlighteſt attention being ſhewn to the 
French republic; unleſs indeed it was referred to in the 
picture of diſtreſs above noticed, as was inferred by the 
French government, as I ahrdernood from good authority, at 
the time. 

In the courſe of the year robs 8 French government 
had repealed, as already thewn, all the decrees which were 
paſſed during the miſſion of Mr. Morris, under which our 
trade had been harraſſed, and had alſo, notwithſtanding its 
ſuſpicion of the contents of the Britiſh treaty, ſhewn a diſpo- 


ſition to aſſiſt us in other caſes, and had actually taken meaſures 


to aſſiſt us in thoſe of Spain and the Barbary powers; yet none 
of thoſe acts orof thedifpoſition which produced them were even 
glanced at in the preſident's addreſs to congreſs, although it 
was to be inferred, ſuch notice would have produced a good ef- 
fect, and although i it was then as juſt as it was politic to o- 
tice them. This conduct in the adminiſtration was the more 
extraordinary, from the conſideration that thoſe decrees, by 
whoſe authority our trade was harraſſed, with the harraſſment 
itſelf, had been announced in former communications to the 


congreſs, when the Britiſh depredations were announced. It 


ſeemed natural therefore, now that fo much was ſaid upon the 
ſubjet of our accommodation with England, that ſomething 
ſhould alſo be ſaid of the repeal of thoſe decrees by the French 
government, as of the proefs of friendſhip it had ſhewn us 


in other reſpects. But this was not done. 


Under ſuch circumſtances it was impoſſible for me to ſuc- 


.cced in conciliating the French government towards the 
Britiſh treaty, fince my efforts were not only not ſeconded 


in that reſpect, by our adminiſtration, but abſolutely coun- 


teracted by it. Nevertheleſs I continued to purſue the ſame. 


line of conduct that I had done before, being reſolved not to 
relax in my efforts, however unſucceſsful I might be. 


\ 


Hir 


The ſequel of my miſſion exhibits an intereſting but pain- 
ful ſpectacle, the diſtinguiſhing characteriſtics whereof are; the 
avowed deciſion of the French government to take ſome mea- 
ſure towards us in conſequence. of our treaty with England, 
as illuſtrated by many examples; with my efforts to prevent 
any ſuch meaſure taken effect; and the attack made on me 
by our adminiſtration, upon pretexts equally unjuſt, frivolous 
and abſurd. This part therefore I ſhall reduce to as ſmail a 
compaſs as poſſible. 

On the 15th of February 1796, I called on the miniſter of 
foreign affairs to ſtate to him the diſtreſs of many of our citi- 
rens, merchants at Paris, on account of their claims upon the 
French government, with a view to engage his aid for their 
relief; but was immediately diverted from that object by infor- 
mation which he gave me, that the directory had at length 
made up its mind how to act in regard to our treaty with 
England; which it conſidered as having annulled our treaty 


of alliance with France, from the period of its ratification 


and had appointed or intended to appoint an Envoy extraor- 
dinary, to repair to Philadelphia to remonſtrate againſt it; ad- 
ding that he was ordered to ſend me an official note upon the 
ſubject, which he ſhould accordingly do. I expreſſed to him 
my great ſurpriſe and concern at the communication, and was 
diſpoſed to enter immediately fully upon the ſubject, but was 
prevented by obſerving that he was upon the point of going 
out, whereupon left him for the time.“ 

J attended him again on the day following, and remonſ- 
trated moſt earneſtly againſt the meaſure, urging every argu- 


ment that I could avail myſelf of to divert the government from 


it; offering to enter with him, whenever he thought fit, into 
a diſcuſſion of his objections to our treaty, or any other act of 
our government; aſſuring him that I ſhould not only be al- 
ways ready to enter with him into ſuch explanations, but in 
the preſent inſtance ſhould do it with pleaſure, ſince by being 


poſſeſſed of our view of the ſubject, they would be better 


able to decide whether the complaint was well or ill founded, 
and of courſe how far it merited to be conſidered in that light. 
Upon this occaſion, as upon the preceding one, the minilter 
declined ſtating any ſpecific objections to the treaty, or any 
other act of our government, and therefore I could make no 
ſpecific defence. He admitted however that the objections I 
had urged to the meaſure had weight, and promiſed to com- 
municate them to the directory, from whom, he doubred not, 
they would receive the attention they merited.+ 
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Thus I continued without intermiſſion my efforts to break 
this meaſure, repeating in my conferences with the miniſter 
of foreign affairs, who always heard me with attention, all the 
objections that I could urge againſt it; aſſuring him that it 
was not admitted by our government, that any deviation was 
made by our treaty with England, from thoſe with France; 
and renewing my propoſition to enter with him into a diſcuſ- 
fon of that point.“ Finally upon hearing from him that the 
ſubjeQt was {till before the directory, ard fearing the com- 
munication promited me might be deterred, till it would be too 


late for me to produce an effect upon the meaſure itfelf (if 


indeed it were poſſible in any caſe) I aſked and obtained an 
audience of the directory on the 8th of March, with a view 
at leait to attempt it.. The reſult of this audience was a pro- 
miſe by the directory, that the order for ſending an envoy ex- 
traordinary to the United States ſhould be reſcinded, and the 
miniſter of foreign affairs be inſtructed, to furniſh me a copy, 
and diſcuſs with me its ſeveral complaints againſt the conduct 
of our government, and that no meaſure ſhould be taken upon 
the ſubject of thoſe complaints, till after my anſwer was 
received and fully weighed. | 

Accordingly a ſummary of thoſe complaints was preſented 
me by the miniſter of foreign affairs in a paper bearing date 
on the 19th of March 1796. (19th of Ventoſe by the French 
calendar) to which I replied in one of the 15th of the fame 
month. Copies of theſe communications were tranſmit- 
ted to the Department of State in my letter of the 2d of May 
tollowing. "OT; gt: e 

About the 20th of April I received from the Department 
of State a letter of the 7th of January, tranſmitting: the correſ- 
pondence which took place between the Prefident and the 
miniſter of France, when the flag of the French republic was 
preſented bythe formerto the government of the United States. 
I received at the ſame time, from the Secretary of State, a let- 
ter to the directory of France, from the preſident of the Unit- 
ed States, upon the fame ſubject ; which I was inſtructed to 
take the earlieſt opportunity to deliver. Accordingly I de- 
livered that letter to the miniſter of foreign affairs on the next 
day, with a requeſt that he would preſent the ſame to the di- 
rectory as ſoon as poſſible. A few days after this I receiyed 


from the miniſter a ſhort note, informing me that he had ſub- 


mitted to the directory the diſpatch which was addreſſed to it, 


by the preſident of the United States, in the name of the con- 


greſs; and that the French government could not but receive 
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with ſatisfaction whatever tended to confirm the bonds of 
friendſhip between the two nations. 11 

From the period of my audience by the directory, and 
more eſpecially after my communication with the miniſter of 
foreign affairs was handed in, I had frequent conferences 
with ſeveral of the members of the directory, in which I labor- 
ed to promote the ſame object, and at one time, as I thought, 
with complete ſucceſs ; being informed by a member, upon 
one of thoſe occaſions, that the directory had done nothing 
towards us in regard to its complaints, and he preſumed 
would not. The purport of this communication was im- 
mediately made know to the department of State in my next 
jetter of the 12th of June 1796. 

But this proſpect was ſoon changed; for on the 25th of the 
ſame month I received a letter from the miniſter of foreign 
affairs requeſting information, whether the intelligence which 
the gazettes announced, of the houſe of repreſentatives having 
agreed to carry the treaty into effect, was to be relied on, 
and in caſe it was, aſking further in what light they were to 
view that event, before he called the attention of the direc- 
tory to. thoſe conſequences reſulting from it, which ſpecial- 
ly intereſted the French republic. I replied to the miniſter, 
that with reſpeCt to his firſt interrogatory, whether the houſe 
of repreſentatives had pafſed a law to carry the treaty into 
effect, I could give him no authentic information, havin g no 
official adyice upon it. And with reſpect to the ſecond, that 
as I had already anſwered, and as I ſuppoſed to his ſatisfac- 
tion, his ſeveral objections to that treaty, to which I had re- 
ceived no reply, it was impoſhble for me to enter again, un- 
der ſuch circumſtances, into that ſubject. But if there were 
any points in the communication I had made him, upon which 
he thought I had not been ſufficiently explicit, and he would, 
be pleaſed to ſtate them to me, that I would immediately 
iotice them more particularly than I had done, and I hoped 
latisfaCtory.* | 

On the 7th of July following I received another note from 
the miniſter, ſtating certain objections to the Britiſh treaty, to 
which I made areply on the 14th of the ſame month.+ 

In the beginning of Auguſt 1796, the directory recalled Mr. 
Adet and appointed a gentleman to take his place, with the 
grade of charge des affaires; who, Included, from particular 
conſiderations, could not be well rc ceived by our government. 
As ſoon therefore as I heard of this appointment, I remou- 


- 
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ſtrated ſtrenuouſly againſt it, with the French government, 
and with ſucceſs ; for it was revoked.* | tt 
In the beginning of Auguſt, I ſaw in the gazettes a commu- 

nication from the miniſter of foreign affairs to Mr. Barthele-- 
my, the ambaflador of France to the Swils Cantons, anounc- 
ing an arrets of the directory, by which it was determined to 
act towards the commerce of neutral powers in the ſame man- 
ner as thoſe powers permitted the Englith government to act 
towards them. In conſequence I applied alſo to the miniſter 
for information relative to that arrete ; from whom I received 
a general anſwer only, correſponding in ſentiment with his 
tetter above mentioned, to the ambaſſador of the republic at 
Baſle. | | | 

About the laſt of Auguſt, I heard that Mr. Adet, (who had 
heretofore been reinſtated when the arretés for appointing an 
envoy extraordinary, and charge des affaires were reſpectively 
revoked) was now recalled and no ſueceſſor appointed to him, 
I was adviſed, at the ſame time, that any further application 
from me to the French government would be improper ; ſince 
it would not only prove fruitleſs, but moſt probably produce 
an ill effect. | 

Near ſeven months had now elapſed ſince the miniſter of 
foreign affairs communicated to me the diſcontent of the 
directory, on account of our treaty with England, and its de- 
cifion to make the ſame known to our government, by an 


envoy extraordinary, to be diſpatched to the United States; 


in the courſe of which time J had not received a ſingle line 
from the Department of State (a letter of the 7th of January 
excepted, which applied to another ſubject) although I had 


regularly informed it of every incident that occurred; and al- 


though the criſis was a very important one, requiring the 
profound attention of the adminiſtration. In the courſe of 
this time, therefore, I was left alone by the adminiſtration, to 
oppoſe the diſcontent of France, not only unaided, but like- 


wile under circumſtances otherwiſe the moſt unfavourable. 


At this period however, which was in the beginning of Sep- 
tember 1796, I received a letter from the Secretary of State 
of the 13th of June preceding, communicating to me the high 
diſſatisfaction of the preſident on account of my conduct re- 
ſpecting the Britth treaty. To that letter I returned an ans 
{wer of the 10th of the ſame month. 

On the 12th of Oct. following I received a letter from the 
miniſter of foreign affairs, announcing the recall of Mr. 


Ses Page 361 f 363. 1 365. 


L. Ui J 


Adet, with the motive of it. To that letter replied in one 
of the r ꝛth of October. 251 oy hc: 7 

In the beginning of November 1796, I received a letter 
nu- ſrom the Secretary of State of the 22d of Auguſt, announcing 
ele- my recall by the preſident of the United States. In this letter 


NC- the Secretary refers: me-for the motives of that meaſure, to 
to his former letter of the 13th of June. He adds, however, in 
an- this that the preſident was further confirmed in the propriety 
act of that meaſure by other concurring--cjroumſtances, but of 
{ter which he gave no detail, To this letter I made no reply un- 
ved till after my return to Philadelphia, in July 1797. : 
his About the toth-of November 1796, General Pinckney ar- 
> ab rived in Paris with my letters of recall, by which my miſſion 
to the French republic was terminated. | 1 preſented him im- 

had metliately to the miniſter of foreign affairs for recognition, and 

an at the ſame time, delivered to the miniſter a copy of my let- 
ely ters of recall, requeſting that I might have a day aſſigned me | 
im. for taking leave of the French government as ſoon as con- a 
ion venient. Q 7+ \ [3330 nr 
nce It gives me pleaſure to remark here, that the conduct of 
uce General Pinckney, upon that occaſion, which was one of pe- 


culiar delicacy to me, was in every reſpect candid, manly, and 
of c 071511 EINER WED. N 


th On the firſt of January 1797, I took leave of the execu- " 
de- tive directory of France, in an audience ſpecially aſſigned me | 
an for the purpoſe, and failed with my family for the United | 1 
es; States, as ſoon as the ſeaſon would permit. 
ine Upon leaving France I committed my letter- book and 
ary other public documents to the care of Mr. Prevoſt who had 
1ad acted with me in the character of Secretary-of Legation, a 
al- young man of merit and talents, well qualified to erve his 
the country in a more important truſt. | | 
of The above is a plain natrative of the facts and incidents at- 
to tending my miſſion, from its commencement to the cloſe ; up- \ 
ke- on which I will make a few commente. WH 
le. © The preſent ſituation of America is underſtood by every 
ep- one, becauſe almoſt every one is ſome way or other affected 
ate by it. And hat it has been in every preceding ſtage of this 
gh European war, is equally. well known, for the ſame reaſon. 
re- The picture (he has exhibited is an uniform one. Its cha- 
an> ] racters are ſtrong, but yet not diverſiſied. In her foreign re- 
lations nothing is to be ſeen but the waſte and pillage of her 
the commerce, ſometimes by ſeveral powers; always by ſome 
Ir one power ; and little leſs than anarchy at home; for the 
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throughout theſe States, in the cburſe of a few years paſt, s 
with a waſteful hand. . By what means then was dis ſtate of Ml \ 
things produced, and why was it produced ? | le 
It is well known, that the executive adminiſtration has here-M b 
tofore guided all our meaſures ; purſuing, in many gnitances, WM ® 
a courſe of policy equally contrary. to the public feeling, and WI > 
the public judgment: And it was natural to expect that that ad- 
miniſtration ſhould now be held highly reſponſible for the 
embarraſſments it has thus brought upon our country. But = 
by this attack on me, a new topic has been raiſed for diſeuſ- 1 
fion, which has drawn the public attention from the conduQ Ml ©! 
of the adminiltration itſelf ; for in conſequence the only que 
tion now before the public ſeems to be, whether I have me- 
rited the cenſure thus pronounced upon me, by the adminiſ- 4 
tration, or have been dealt hardly by. But this was a mere n 
political manceuvre, intended doubtleſs to produce that e£-i fo 
tect. 5 8 1 3. * 
Whether J have preformed my duty to my country, as I er 
ought to have done, in the various, contradictory, and em- 
barraſſing ſituations, in which I was placed by the adminiſ- © 
tration, is a point upon which my country will determine, by 
the facts and documents ſubmitted to it. Upon this point 1 
fear not the reſult, becauſe 1 have the utmoſt confidence in the 
wiſdom and rectitude of a public deciſion, when facts are be- ©© 
fore the public; and becauſe, knowing what my conduct was, 
I can always find a conſolation in my own breaſt, if the con- 
trary ſhould be the caſe. But whether the adminiſtration has 
pertormed its duty to the public, by a proper diſcharge of 
the great truſt repoſed in it, during this awful criſis of hu- 
man affairs, is a queſtion of much greater importance; which 
ought to be well underſtood. I am happy however in reflec- 
ting that theſe two points are altogether unconnected with, 
and, independent of each other; ſince the eſtabliſhment 
of miſconduct on its or my part, is no proof of the good con- 
duct of the other party. To each a ſeparate duty was allot- 
ted, and the queſtion is entirely a diſtinct one, how each per- 
formed that duty, in its appropriate ſphere. 3 
Nor ſhould I, in reſpect to myſelf, add a. word to the light 


which thoſe documents contain, being willing ſo far as the ho 
propriety of my own conduct is involved, to ſubmit the point ter 
to the judgment of my countrymen, upon the documents a» 
lone. But the adminiſtration has attempted by this attack = 


on me, to ſhield itſelf from the cenſure it juſtly apprehended, 
in the hope of throwing the. blame on others; a fincile 
which ought not to ſucceed. It is proper therefore to ſtrip 
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.* 
che adminiſtration of a mantle thus artfully drawn over it: 
With which view I propoſe to examine briefly the charge al- 
ledged againſt me by the adminiſtration, with the evidence 
by which it ſupports it: Not for the fake of ſhewing, I repeat 
again, that my conduct did not merit the attack, but that the 
adminiſtration knew it, at the time it made the attack. 

The charge which the adminiſtration alledged againſt me 
is to be found in a letter from the Secretary of State, refer- 
red to above, of the 13th of June 1796“ the purport of which 
is, that I with-held certain documents from the. knowledge 
of the French government, illuſtrative of the views of ours, 
reſpecting the Britiſh treaty, although I knew the French go- 
vernment was diffatisfied with that treaty, and had likewiſe 
acknowledged the receipt of thole documents : and the teſti- 
mony adduced to ſupport this charge conſiſts of the three 
following circumſtances: Firſt the importance of the docu- 
ments themſelves, which were deemed concluſive, and ſuffici- 
ent to have filenced the French government had they been 
thus applied: The ſecond, the delay of that government to 
expreſs its diſcontent, for ſometime after I was poſſ:!ſed of 
thoſe documents; not withſtanding ſuch diſcontent was known 
to exiſt on account of the Britiſh treaty, and was likewiſe 
much aggravated by other cauſes ; and the third, the ſue- 
ceſs which attended my efforts to remove that diſcontent, af- 
ter the 15th of February 1796, when it was announced to 
me by the miniſter of foreign affairs, as heretofore ſhewn ; 
whence it was inferred, that had I begun in time, the affair 
would have been ſmothered in embrio. 

This is the charge, and this the teſtimony by which it is 
ſupported. The ſecretary adds, it is true, in his letter of the 
22d of Auguſt following, that there were other concurring 
circumſtances, which confirmed the preſident in the proprie- 
ty of the meaſure he had taken towards me; but theſe he 
did not hen communicate, nor has he fence, though called on 
todo it; nor has he communicated other teſtimony to ſup- 
port the charge already raiſed. To that charge therefore with 
the teſtimony adduced, I ſhall confine my comments. . 

It is proper to obſerve here that the documents, the with- 
holding which the ſecretary lays to my charge, were two let- 
ters, one from Mr. Randolph of the 14th of July, 1795, com- 
municating his correſpondence with Mr. Adet, upon the ſub- 
ject of the treaty, received about the beginning of October 
tollowing, and one from Mr. Pickering of the 12th of Sept. 
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teceived ſometime about the laſt of November, or begining 
of December, of the ſame year ; for theſe were the only let- 
ters which I received from the department of State on that ſub- 
jet, after the treaty was ſubmitted to the ſenate ; or indeed be- 
fore, except ſuch as ſhewed the fluctuating {tate of the execu- 
tive mind reſpeCting the ratification 5 which letters could not 
be referred to as explaining the views of the executive, ſince 
then it had none. 'To theſe two letters therefore the charge 
ſolely applied. Pt p 
It is alſo proper to obſerve here, that the firſt of theſe let- 
ters was (as heretofore ſtated) put into the hands of the com- 
mittee of public ſafety, as ſoon as it was received, a ſuitable 
occaſion permitting it; that the ſecond was not then received, 
andof courſe couldnotbe thusapplied; thoughindeedhad itbeen 
then received, I do not think I ſhould have thus applied it, for 
reaſons heretofore given. It will however be ſeen by a pe- 
ruſal of my diſcuſſion with the miniſter of foreign affairs, that 
I omitted nothing which either of thoſe papers contained, 
which could be turned to any account. The firſt of theſe 
facts, it is true, was not then known to the ſecretary ; for as 
the object, at that time contemplated by the committee, was 
not purſued, on account I preſume of the change of govern- 
ment which took place immediately afterwards in France, and 
might poſſibly never be revived, I declined mentioning it to 
our adminiſtration, from motives of delicacy to both governs 
ments; wiſhing, if to be avoided, that no ſuch evidence of 
the diſcontent of France, ſhould appear in my correſpondence. 
The omiſſion however to communicate it to the adminiſtra- 
tion, was no ground whereon to charge me with a contrary 
line of conduct, againſt the force of ſo many other facts and 
circumſtances as were at the time in its poſſeſſion. The 
other fact could not then be known, becauſe the deciſion re- 
ſpecting me was hurried, before a copy of that diſcuſſion 
was received. The cauſe of ſuch precipitation, at that pre- 
ciſe time, and under the then exiſting circumſtances, the ad- 
miniſtration ought to explain. 

But I will proceed to examine the ſecretary's charge with the 
teſtimony by which he ſupports it; the firſt item of which 
is, the importance of the documents in queſtion; which he ſays 
were ſufficient to have ſilenced the French government, had 
they been thus applied, whence he infers that they were not 
thus applied. noticing this piece of teſtimony, I do not 


wiſh to be underſtood as derogating from the merit of thoſe 
documents : I will admit, at leaſt for argument-fake, that the 
letters referred to are well written. But I deny that the con- 
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eluſion drawn from that circumſtance is a juſt one; or in 


other words that the continuance of the diſcontent of the 


French government, after I received thoſe documents, is # 


proof that the light they contained was withheld. It is well 


known, that every free government 7s the proper guardian of 


whatever concerns its intereſt, policy, or Honor, upen which ſubjeths 
it takes its (aun courſe and purſues its own meaſures ;* nor does 
it often happen, that ſuch government. regards the counſel 
of any foreign nation whatever. I believe no inſtance can 
be adduced, by the adminiſtration, of any counſel being aſks 
ed or attention ſhewn on its part to'the counſels of the French 
nation, from the commencement of the adminiſtration to the 
preſent day, nor to the counſels of a miniſter of that nation 
one inſtance only excepted, in which his counſel was aſked, 
but immediately rejected. Why it was aſked it will be eaſy 
to explain, as it likewiſe will be to ſhew, that it was deter- 
mined to reject it before it was aſked. This ſentiment then, 
which is a juſt one, ought to be admitted as reciprocal ; but 
although the ſecretary is firm and peremptory, when he applies 
it in our favor, yet he denies its cxiſtenee as applicable to the 
French republic.. He ſuppoſes after thofe letters were written, 
that the affair with France was ſettled ; that we were to hear 
no more of her diſcontent about the Britiſh treaty, or if we 
did, that J was to be reſponſible for it. In ſhort he ſeems to 
have concluded, from the moment thoſe letters were forwarded 
to me, that he had put that nation under my care, and if I 
did not keep it in order, that I metited cenſure. This indeed 
were an eaſy way to ſettle our controverſies with foreign po- 
crs, and fortunate ſhould we be if we could thus adjuſt them. 
But how happens it, that none of our controverſies have been 
thus adjuſted ? Many letters have been written; much la- 
bour beſtowed in that line by the ſecretary himſelf, and till 
we are involved in many controverſies z none of which, even 
of the old ones, ſeem yet to be finally ſettled, though the op- 
portunity for it was a moſt favourable one; whilſt others 
are accumulated. I think therefore it muſt be admitted, that 
the continyance of the diſcontent of the French government, 
after thoſe documents were received, however important they 
might be, was no proof that any light they contained was with- 
held by me. 3 | : 

And with reſpect to the ſecond circumſtance relied on the 
delay of the French government to bring forward its com- 
plaints, for ſometime after I received the documents in queſ. 


See Secretary's let ter, page 287. 
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non, notwithſtanding its diſcontent, &e. I eannot conceive 
how that can be urged in ſupport of the charge. If that ar- 
ument was ſound, it would follow that if that government 
brought forward its complaints ſooner, my conduct would 
have been correct; whilſt on the other hand, if it had never 
complained, there would have been a complete demonſtration 
of the charge. It is impoſſible to reaſon on an argument ſo 
abſurd. I thall only obſerve upon it, that had I been called 
on for a proof of my activity and zeal, to preſerve tranquilli- 
ty between the two countries, I ſhould have urged the delay 
of the French government to complain, diſcontented as it was, 
as a moſt ſatisfactory one. Indeed I do not know, before 
the government did complain, how I could produce any 
_ Other. | | 
And the third circumſtance relied on, to prove miſconduct 
in me, ſeems to be equally abſurd. 'I believe it is the firſt 
time that the ſucceſs of exertions was ever urged as a proof 
that none were made, or that they were not made in due time. 
Such ſucceſs, where the object was a deſirable one, is generally 
received by the party for whom, or under whoſe auſpices, it is 
rendered, with pleaſure ; and obtains for the party rendering 
it, ſome degree of acknowledgment. But that it ſhould be 
adduced as a proof of previous miſconduct, and treated as 
ſuch, is an act of which I think there is no example. Ar- 
dent muſt have been the purſuit of ſome political object there- 
by counteracted, or keen and violent the paſſions which other- 
wiſe hurried the adminiſtration on, or ſurely it would not 
have uſed ſuch an argument. I will aſk, and the queſtion 
ought to be attended to, whether thoſe efforts, whoſe details 
were then before the adminiſtration, contained the evidence 
of a mind indifferent to the object in view ? Whether the 
ſucceſs which attended them, whereby the courſe of the 
French government was actually checked and ſuſpended, for 
about ſeven months, was a proof that that government thought 
me inſincere, or that the counſel I gave was unworthy its at- 
þ tention ? 
0 I might obſerve, that for this argument to have weight, my 
©: a ſucceſs ought to have been complete. But unfortunately 
| | this was not the caſe as is too well known. My efforts pro- 
+ duced an effect for a certain term only: A ſufficient' one, 
7 | however to have permitted the adminiſtration to interpoſe, 
and aſſiſt me. It did interpoſe, it is true, but it was not for 
that purpoſe. Had my ſucceſs been complete we ſhould have 
witneſſed an extraordinary political phenomenon, that of a 
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public miniſter furniſhing, by ſucceſsful ſervices to his coun- 
try, teſtimony to an adminiſtration hoſtile to him, to prove 
that he had rendered none, and was a delinquent. Such an 
argument is too abſurd to be dwelt on. It requires only ts 
be underitood, to be deſpiſed. | 

Whether I purſued the wiſeſt courſe that could have been 
purſued, to prevent the complaints of that government and 
& reconcile it to our treaty with England, I will not pretend 
to ſay. The courſe which I purſued was a plain one : Ir 
was to prevent, by informal explanations, & the neceſſity of 
an official diſcuſſion ; a practice I had been long in the ha- 
bit of, as was well known to the adminiſtration. As ſoon 
however as the French government took up the ſubject of- 
ficially, I was likewiſe prepared in that line to oppoſe, and did 


5 | oppoſe, its meaſures ; nor did I relax in my efforts, till they 
: b were evidently fruitleſs. | 
un; From the period when the treaty was concluded in Nov. 
”. 1794 till February 1796, when the French government firſt 
uy: took up the ſubject as above ſtated, fourteen, months had 
4 elapſed; and from that period to the time when the firſt 
18 act reſpecting the commerce of the neutral powers was paſ- 
be ſed, near ſeven months more had elapſed; forming in the 
* whole about twenty one months, before any ſtep was taken: 
78 Nor did it take a ſingle ſtep until after the treaty was ratifi- 
8 ed by the preſident and ſenate, and the houſe of repreſenta- 
TE taives had like wiſe given its ſanction, by the paſſage of a law 
ol to carry it into effect. Yet it was known that the French 
on government was jealous of the object of the miſſion which 
ils produced that treaty from the period of its nomination ; that | . 
ce it ſuſpected the treaty was founded upon principles injurious | 
he $0 France before its contents were ſeen ; and that thoſe ſuſ- 
he picions were confirmed when they were ſeen. | 
or Whether J contributed in any degree to divert the French 
ht government from oppoſing the ratification of that treaty, or 
oy taking its meaſures after the treaty was ratified, I will not 
pretend to ſay. This is ſubmitted for others to determine. If 
„ I did, I am not boaſtful of it; ſince as our adminiſtration did 
ly not take adyantage of that delay to heal the breach in time, it | 
18 was of no real ſervice to my country. Well however do I a 
* know, after the French government had rejected my counſel, | 
ſe, and taken a different courſe, that I was viewed by that govern- | 
or ment for ſometime in a queſtionable light : Nor were the mo- 
* tives of my conduct juſtly appreciated by it, until after I was 
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Such were the facts and documents in poſſeſſion of the ad- 
miniſtration, when it pronounced a cenſure on my conduct. 
Can any one then believe, that the motive aſſigned for it 16 
the true one? And if it was not, what was the true one? 

To determine this latter point ſome attention is due to the 
conduct of the adminiſtration through every ſtage of this 
European controverſy ; for the whole of its conduct forms a 
ſyltem, which ought to be taken together, to Judge correct- 
ly of its motives in any particular caſe. To do juſtice to the 
ſubject, in this view, would require more time and attention 
than I am now able to beſtow on it. I will however no- 
tice ſome facts and circumſtances, which being duly appreci- 
ated, cannot otherwiſe than facilitate the labors of others, in 
making a more accurate reſearch. OLED 

The firſt is, the appointment of a perſon as miniſter ple- 
nipotentiary to France, in the commericement of the French 
revolution, who was known to be an enemy to that revolution, 
and a partizan of royalty; whereby the name and weight of 
America (no inconſiderable thing at that time in that re- 
ſpect) was thrown into the ſcale of kings, againſt that of the. 
people and of libertim. „ 

Second, the continuance of that perſon in office, fill every 
misfortune predicted of his miſſion, by thoſe who oppoſed it 
in the ſenate, and diſapproved it throughout the community 
at large (which latter deſcription was a very numerous one) 
was nearly veriſied; the connection between the two counties 
having gradually diminiſhed, as the French revolution ad- 
vanced, till at the time of his recall it was reduced to a light 
bond indeed: In the courſe of which time the embargo” ar 
Bordeaux was impoſed, and continued, till remoyed upon the 
application of Mr. Fenwick, conſul at that ports for our miniſ- 
ter was not attended to: Sundry articles of our treaty of com- 
merce were likewiſe ſet aſide by formal decrees and many ſpo- 
liations in conſequence made upon it. 

Third, the final removal of that perſon, not from a regard 
to the public intereſt which was known thus to ſuffer, but be- 
cauſe it was demanded by the French government., Upon 
which occaſion it was intimated to him, that his removal was 
attributable to that cauſe only; which intimation became 
known to the French government. "" 

Fourth, my appointment to the French republic with the 
circumſtances attending it: It being known that, with other 
members of the ſenate, I had oppoſed in many inſtances the 
meaſures of the adminiſtration, particularly in that of the miſ- 5 
fon of Mr. Morris to France, and of Mr. Jay to London; from, 
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the apprehenſian thoſe miſſions would produce, in gur for- 
eign relations, preciſely the ill effect they did produtg , 
Fifth, the inſttuctions that were given me to eM to 


S * 


che French government the motives of Mr. Jay's man to 


London, not as an act of condeſeenſion on our part, at the 
demand of the French government, but of policy, 1% H due 
tranguillity, and give ſalisſaction, whilſt the negociation wi de- 
Pen by which inſtructions, if the. exittgiice of a power 
to form a commercial treaty was not poſitively denied, yet 
it was Withheld, and the contrary evidently implied.“ : 
Sixth, the . ſtrong documents that were put. in my poſſeſ- 
ſion at that od, by the adminiſtrazian,.of its attachment to 
France and the French revolution 3 ſo different from any 
thing before expreſſ dq. 

Seventh, the reſentment ſnen by the adminiſtration on 
account of the publication of thoſe documents; it having been 
intended they ſhould produce their eſſect, at the ſame tine, and 
yet be kept ſecrets} f | | | 
. Eighth, the approbation beſto wed on me by the adminiſ- 
tration when I made vehement preſſures on the French go- 


vernment for a repeat of its decrees, under which our com- 


merce was harraſſed, exhibiting a picture of its ſpoliations, 
&c. and the profound ſilence and inattention of the adminiſtra- 
tion when thoſe decrees were repealed, and a diſpoſition 
ſhewn by that government to aſſiſt us in other cafes þ 
Ninth, the power given to Mr. Jay to form a commercial 
treaty with England, in the midſt of a war, by a ſpecial miſ- 
fion, at a time when no ſuch advance was made to treat on 
that ſubject with France, and her advances at beſt coolly xe- 
ceived. | 
Tenth, The withholding from me the contents of that trea- 


ty until after the meeting of the ſenate ;z notwithſtanding the 


embarraſſment to which I was, in the interim, perſonally ex- 
poſed, in eonſequence of the explanations I had before give 
en to the French government, by order of the adminiſtration, 
of the motives of the miſſion which produced it; which de- 


prime proves clearly that the adminiſtration did not deal 


wy with me from the commencement. _ ; | 
Eleventh, the ſubmiſſion of the treaty to Mr. Adet after 


the advice of the ſenate, before the ratification of the preſi- 
dent; at a time when, as it appears . ſatisfactory documents, 


it was reſolved to ratify it ;|| which 
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probably not made to obtain the ald of Mr. Adet's counſd, 
in which light it would have been improper, eſpecially as it 
had been withheld from his government; but to repel arr 
objection to the candor of the adminiſtration, in its conduct 
iu preceding ſtages. 

Twelfth, the character of the treaty itſelf, by which (ac. 
cording to the adminiſtration) we have departed from the 
modern rule of contraband, with reſpect to many articles 
made free by modern treaties; have 1 made an arrange- 
ment, by which, whilſt it profeſſes not to have ſacrificed” the 
right, has & «Qually and avowedly ſanftioned the doctrine and 
practice of England, in feizing proviſions at pleaſure, as con- 
aband of war ; and have likewiſe yielded the principle, fo 
important to America, that free hiþs' half mike free goods. 

Thirteenth, the conduct of the adminiſtration after the ra- 
tification of the treaty, being in all caſes irritable towards 
France ; althongh it was apprehended, the ratification would 

e:nbroil us with that power; and although at a moment, when 
it was propoſed to decline the ratification, a moſt ſoothing and 
humiliating apology was drawn, to be preſented to the Engliſh 
government, for declining fo to do.* 

Fourteenth, I ſhould not notice my recall, being i in itſelf à 
circumſtance too trivial to merit attention, if it were not for 
the ſtate in which our affairs were in my hands, when my re- 
call was decided; being at a period when it appeared I 15 
ſucceeded in quieting che French government for the time, 
and was likely to do it effeQtually.+ To be left there t 
that preciſe time, and then withdrawn and cenſured, ſeems 
to authoriſe a preſumption, that I was left there in che firſt 
inſtance in the expeckation I would not defend that treaty, 
and in conſequence. whereof a rupture would enſue, and re- 

called afterwards, when it was known I had done my duty, 
and was likely to prevent a rupture. 

Due attention to the above facts and circumſtances in 
connection with others that will readily occur, will, I am pers 
fuaded, contribute ellentially to exit the views art policy 
of the adminiſtration, through the whole of this Euro opeari 
War; the effecks whereof have been ſo injurious to our na- 
tional character, as likewiſe to the agricultural and commet- 
Cial intereſts of theſe States. 

I have omitted to comprize in the above enumeratich 
the nature of this great criſis itſelf, becauſe that being a a ge- 
neral topic, will be embraced in che mind of e one, who 
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examines with care the incidents attending it, in its telatian _ 


ro every country. It is known to have been produced by 


a war undertaken on the part of all the kings of Larope v- 


ution in that country, in favor of liberty. Whether the 
nature of this criſis contributed in any degree to influence 
our meaſures, by repelling us from France and attracting us 
towards England, is ſubmitted for others te determine. "That 
jt ought to have done ſo, will I preſume not bz avowed piuv- 
ficly by any one. ; 
Whether the motives which governed the adminittration 
in its policy through this criſis are juſtifiable, is a point 
upon which the public and poſterity will decide. I am hap- 
Py however to obſerve, that no imputation can be raiſed a- 


Fart France, with a view to prevent the ſucceſs of a revo- 


gainſt the adminiſtration, againſt which it may not vindicate 


itſelf, if its conduct admits of vindication, | 

Be this however as it may, it is neyertheleſs obvious, that 
the policy itſelf, was, at beſt, ſnortſighted and bad. To ſtand 
well with France through the whole of this European war, was 
the true intereſt of America; ſince great advantage was to be 


derived from it in many views, and no injury in any. What 


would have been the condition of theſe States had France 
been conquered, and the coaleſced powers triumphed, it 1s 
-eaſy to perceive. Had the duke of Brunſwick, for example, 
reached Paris, and the kings of Europe, aſter diſtributing a- 


mong themſelves ſuch portions of that flouriſhing country as 


fuited each, dictated to the reſidue ſuch ſorm of government 


as they pleaſed (if indeed they had not annihilated the name 


of France as they have done that of Poland) was it to be pre- 
ſumed that America, who, as the parent of liberty, was like- 
wiſe the parent of the French revolution, would have eſcaped 
their notice? Or was it likely, that by a variance with France, 
preſerving as we do, and I truſt always ſhall preferve, our 
free elective government, that we ſhould have ſtood well with 
them, hated as we know we are by one of the parties, who 
cannot view us in any other light than that of rebels? Fot- 


tunately the ſucceſſes of France permitted us to bave only a 
glimpſe of the danger which menaced us. But the exiſtence 


of ſuch a danger, or even the probability that it exiſted, 
was a ſufhcient motive why we ſhould preſerve a.good: un- 
derſtanding with the power, by whoſe ſucceſſes it was ſure 
tobe averted, | 

In many other views too, it was of importance for us to 
ſtand well with France. We had claims to adjuſt with other 
powers, *the favourable adjuſtment whereof depended muck 
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on her ſucceſs: For if ſhe was conquered, it did not ſeem 
likely that we ſhould accompliſh any of our objects with thoſe 
powers; nor could we profit of her ſucceſs otherwiſe than 
57 preſerving a good underſtanding with her. Ms | | 
Beſides our footing with France was in itſelf highly advan- 
tageous to us. By our treaty of 1778, we enjoyed the privi- 
lege of the modern law of nations in our intercourſe with 
her enemies. By it our ſhipFgave protection to the goods of 
her enemies, and to all kind of e ee in our trade with 
her enemics, ſtrict contraband of war only excepted. The 
beneficial .effeQts too of this ſtipulation, which was reſpeQed 
by France at the time that treaty paſled, was moſt Knübiy 
felt upon our navigation and commerce; for in conſequence of 
it, we were then become the principal carriers of the enemies 
of France. It was therefore of importance to us to continut 
this ſtipulation in force, and the obligation upon the adminiſ- 
tration, to be attentive to the means of preſerving it, was the 
ſitronger from the conſideration, that by the miſconduct of 
the adminiſtration, it had been already once loft in the courſe 
of the preſent war; as from the fyrther one, that as Britain 
did not recognize the ſame principle, the obſervance of it by 
France could not otherwiſe than be hurtful to her. 7 


And in contemplation of future and more beneficial com- 


mercial arrangements, it was of great importance for us tg 
ſtand well with France. The fertility and extent of her co- 
lonial poſſeſſions, with the amount and value of their produc- 
tions, ſurpaſſing by far thoſe of any other European power, 
(to ſay nothing of the importance of the commerce of France 
herſelf) are facts well underſtood by our commercial people. 
It was highly for the intereſt of America to improve our foot- 
ing in that commerce, and eaſy was it to have done ſo, had. 
due attention been paid to the neceſſary means of improv- 
ing it. 5 | | 

"Theſe were conſiderations which ought to haye been attend» 
ed to, and would have been attended to by the adminiſtration,, 
if ſome more powerful motive had not interpoſed. ro prevent 
Its * | 
Nor was it diſſicult to ſtand well with France through the 
hole of this criſis, and profit of her fortunes, without the 
malleſt poſſible loſs or even hazard. The demonſtration ok 
this poſition is complete; for we know that although our 
ground was once loſt by the adminiſtration, in the courſe of 
the preſent war, it was nevertheleſs afterwards recovered 
although it is much eaſier to preſerve a friendſhip, whilſt at 
«nc height, than to recover it after it is gone, And how was 
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it recovered ? Not by any addreſs on my part, for I pretend 
to none: But ſimply by preſenting to the French govern» 
ment the documents that were committed to my care fox that 
2 ; illuſtrative of the good wiſhes of our adminiſtration 


or the French nation, and its revolution; and likewife by 


ſupporting thoſe documents by my own .conduQ ; by which 
however I was known, as a ſpectator only, not as a partizan 
in their affairs; for I do not recollect that I gave an opinion 
upon a ſingle point, with which I had no concern, whillt I 
was there; nor did J ever aſſociate with their parties, or with 
any deſcription of perſons as a party. All Frenchmen were 
kindly received at my houſe ; In ſhort I did nothing bur 
mind my own buſineſs in a plain and fimple way; which 
thouſands of my countrymen might have done equally well, 


perhaps much better. And of her diſpoſition to extend to us 


the aid of her fortunes, in every line where they could aid us, 
ſufficient proof was likewiſe given. 

Nor did we hazard any thing in any view by ſtanding well 
with France, whilſt much was to be gained. The adminiitra- 


tion admits the did not with us to embark in the war. Per- 


haps this was admitted to preclude the claim of merit for not 
wiſhing it. But the fact in my opinion was fo. I ſpeak with 
confidence of the views of the French government, in that re- 
ſpect, after I got there; eſpecially whilſt our footing was moſt 


cordial, Of the motive I ſay nothing; but I think it not only 
due to candor, but ſound policy, to admit in all caſes the mo- 


tive to be good, when the effect was ſalutary. 


Such was the ſituation of America in the commencement 


of this war ! Such our ſtanding with the French nation, fo 
advantageous in itſelf, ſo eaſy to preſerve ! And yet all theſe 
advantages have been thrown away, and inſtedd of that ſecure 
and tranquil ſtate, which we might have enjoyed throughout, 
we have been hkewiſe plunged, ſo far as the adminiſtration 
could plunge us, into a war with our ancient ally, and on the 
ſide of the kings of Europe contending againſt her for the ſub- 
verſion of liberty ! i 

Had France been conquered, to what objects that adminiſ- 
tration would have aſpired, has fortunately, by her victories, 
been left a ſubject for conjecture only. Of its zeal to puth 
things to a dangerous extremity we have many proofs : Of 
its moderation, none. 

We have heard much of intrigues, between the people of 
theſe States and the government of France. But free peo- 
ple ſeldom intrigue together; becauſe there is no motive for it. 
Between the leaders however of a free people, and the neigh- 


% 
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pouring monarchs, ſuch intrigues have often taken place, 
and always will take place, whilſt liberty is odious to mon- 
archs, and men can be ſound baſe enough to betray her. If 


ve read the hiſtory of the ancient Grecian republics, we ſhall 


ſee many examples of intrigues between the kings of Perſia 
and the leaders of thoſe republics ; whit none are to be ſeen 
of combinations between the people of any of thoſe republics 
and the free governments of another, except of the purpoſe of 
overthrowing their tyrants. ' But in America we have no ty- 
rant except that of prejudice, which time and information a- 
jone will overthrow. | 
Tne contraft between the fituation we might have held, 
trough the whole of this war, and that which we have held, 
is a ſtriking one. We might have ſtood well with France, 
avoiding all the loſſes we have ſuſtained from her; enjoyin 
the benefit of the principles of free trade, and even ap 
as an advocate for thoſe principles, and without going to any 


extremity: We might have preſerved our ancient renown 3 


bought at a great expence of blood and treaſure, in a long 
war, in a conteſt for liberty, and even appeared as a defender 
of liberty, and without fighting for her: We might too, in 
my opinion, have commanded a better fortune in our negocia- 
rion with Britain, and only by availing ourſelves, in a ſuitable 
manner, of the fortunes of France. And inftead of a fitu- 
ation fo advantageous, ſo honorable, fo ſatisfactory to our 
country, what is that into which our government has conduct- 
ed us? Our navigation deſtroyed, commerce laid waite and 


a general bankruptcy threatening thoſe engaged in it; the 
| friendſhip of a nation loſt, the moſt powerful on earth, who 


kad deſerved better things from us, and had offered to place 
us, our veſſels, and commodities on the footing of its native 
citizens in all its dominions; war hanging over us, and that 
not on the {ids of liberty and the juſt aſfections of our people, 
but of monarchy and our late moſt deadly foe; and we are made 
faſt, by treaty and by the ſpirit of thoſe at the helm, to a na- 
tion bankrupt in its reſources, and rapidly verging either to 
anarchy or eſpotiſm. Nor is this all. Our national honor 
is in the daſt; we have been kicked, cuffed, and plundered all 
over the ocean; our reputation for faith ſcouted; our govern- 
ment and people branded as cowards, incapable of being pro- 
voked to reſiſt, and ready to receive again thoſe chains we had 
taught others to burſt. Long will it be before we ſhall be 
able to forget what we are, nor will centuries ſuffice to raiſe 
us to the high gr ad from which we have fallen. 
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+...» CORRESPONDENCE, &c. + 
wesrRucrioxs. 


Philadelphia, June 10th, 1794 | 
s, 


Tov have been nominated as the ſucceſſor of Mr. 
Gouverneur Morris, in the office of Miniſter Plenipotentiary 
of the United States of America to the Republic of France, 
from a confidence, that, while you keep ſteadily in view the 
neceſlity of rendering yourſelf acceptable to that governmct, 
you will maintain the ſelf- reſpect due to our own. - In doing 
the one and the other of theſe things, your own prudence 
and underſtanding muſt be the guides; after firſt poſſeſſing 
yourſelf of the real ſentiments of the Executive relative to 
the French nation. | * 

The Preſident has been an early and decided friend of 
the French Revolution; and whatever. reaſon there may have 
been, under our ignorance of facts and policy, to ſuſpend an 
opinion upon ſome of its important tranſactions; yet is he 
immutable in his wiſhes for its accompliſiment; incapable. 
of aſſenting to the right of any foreign prince to meddle 
with its interior arrangements z and perſuaded that ſucceſs 
will attend their efforts; and particularly, that union among 
themſelves is an impregnable barrier againſt external aſſaults. 

| B 
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How the French government, when it ſhall be no longer 
attacked by foreign arms, will ultimately ſettle, is a point, 
not yet reduced to any abſolutely certain expectation. The 
gradation of publick opinion from the beginning of the new 
order of things to this day; and the fluctuation and mutual 
deſtruction of parties, forbid a miniſter of a foreign country 
to attach himſelf to any as ſuch, and dictate to him not to 
incline to any ſet of men, further than they appear to go 
with the ſenſe of the nation. 5 

When the executive proviſory eouncil recalled Mr. Genet, 
they expreſſed a determination to render it a matter of eclat, 
as you have ſeen; and at the ſame time diſavowed all his 
offenſive acts. Nothing having been forwarded to us, rela- 
tive to Mr. Morris, which requires a diſavowal, you will, 
if you ſhould be interrogated as to any particular feeling 
prevailing with the Preſident upon the occaſion, refer to the 
letter from the Secretary of State to Mr. Fauchet, as expla- 
2atory of the Preſident's promptneſs to comply with their de- 
mand, 

From Mr. Genet and Fauchet we have uniformly learned, 
that France did not deſire us to depart from neutrality ; and 
it would have been unwiſe to have aſked us to do otherwiſe : 
For our ports are open to her prizes, while they are ſhut 
to thoſe of Great Britain; and ſupplies of grain could not be 
forwarded to France with ſo much certainty, were we at war, 


as they can even now, notwithſtanding the Britiſh inſtruc- 


ions; and as they may be, if the demands to be made upon 
Great Britain ſhould ſucceed. We have, therefore, pur- 


ſued neutrality with faithfulneſs; we have paid more of our 
debt to France than was abſolutely due; as the Secretary 


of the Treaſury aſſerts; and we ſhould have paid more, if 
the ſtate of our affairs did not require us to be prepared 
with funds for the poſſible event of war. We mean to 


continue the ſame. line of conduct in future; and to remove 


all jealouſy with reſpect to Mr. Jay's miſſion to London, you 
may ſay, that he is poſitively forbidden to weaken the engage- 
ments between this country and France. I is nat improbable, 
that you will be obliged to encounter, on this head, Fae of 
various kinds, But you may declare the motives of that miſſion to 


be, ta obtain immediate compenſation for our plundered propetey, 
and reſtitution of the poſts, You may intimate by way of 


argument, but without aſcribing it to the government, #hat, 


if war ſhould be neceſſary, the affettions of the people of the United 
States towards it, would be better ſecured by a manifeſtation, that 


every flep had. been taken to avoid it; and that the Britiſh nation ' 
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would be divided, when they found that we had been forced inio 
it, This may be briefly touched upon as the path of pru- 
dence with reſpect to ourſelvesz and alfo with reſpect to 
France, ſince we are unable to give her aids of men or money: 
To this matter you cannot be too attentive, ' and you will be 
amply juſtified in repelling with firmneſs any imputation 
of the moſt diſtant intention to ſacrifice our connection with 
France to any connection with England. Tou may back 
our aſſertions by a late determination of the Preſident to have 
it ſignified abroad that he is averſe to admit into his public 
room, which is free to all the world beſides, any French- 
men, who are obnoxious to the French Republic; although, 
perhaps, it may again happen ſometimes, as many go thither, 
whoſe names and characters are utterly unknoẽwfnm. | 
It is very probable that our country will become the aſylum 
for mod of the French who expatriate themſelves from their 
native land. Our laws have never yet made a diſtinction of 
perſons, nor is ſuch a diſtinction very eaſy. Hence ſome: of 
thoſe who are perhaps attainted in France, have thrown 
themſelves upon the protection of the United States. This 
will not, as it ſurely ought not to be miſinterpreted into any 
eftrangement from the French cauſe. You will explain this, 
whenſoever it ſhall be neceſſary: „ % raed. T2 TS 
If we may, judge from what has been at different times. 
uttered by Mr. B he will repreſent the exiſtence of 
two parties here irreconcileable to each other. One republi- 
can, and friendly to the French revolution; the other 
monarchical, ariſtocratic, Britannic, and anti-Gallican ; 
that a majority of the Houſe of Repreſentatives, the people, 
and the Preſident, are in the firſt claſs; and a majority of 
the Senate in the ſecond. If this intelligence ſhould be uſed, 
in order to inſpire a diſtruſt of our good will to France, you 


will induſtriouſly obviate ſuch an - effe&t :—and if a fair 


occaſion ſhould preſent itſelf, you may hint, that the molt 
effectual means of obtaining from the United States, what- 
is defired by France, will be by a plain and candid application 
to the government, and not by thoſe inſidious operations on 
the people, which Genet endeavoured to carry on. 

The information, which we poſſeſs of France, before and in 
the early ſtages of the revolution, muſt be conſiderably changed: 
at this day. Lou will, therefore, tranſmit to us, as ſoon as poſ- 
ſible, anaccountof the navy, the agriculture, and the commerce- 
of France. It is deſirable too to know, upon what footing reli- 
gion really ſtands, Theſe, however, are general obſects. But 
we are particularly concerned. to underſtand the true ſtate of 
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che diTerent ſets of politics. Are there any of the old friends ; 


to the ancient regime remaining? Are any new friends created 
by the courſe of things? Are the Briſſotines extinguiſhed ? 
Are the Dantoniſts overwhelmed ? Is Robeſpierre's party 


firmly fixed? Is he capable from talents and perſonal fortitude. 
to direct the ſtorm ? Is his character free from imputation, as 


to money? Is he friendly to the United States ? How is the 
executive power adminiſtered now? What new acceſſion of 
authority may have lately accrued to the committee of public 


- ſafety? What relation do the twelve commiſſions of admini- 


ſtration, which have been lately eſtabliſhed, bear to that 
committee? What is the true cauſe of the various changes, 
which have lately taken place, by one party riſing upon the 


ruins of another ? What aſſurance can be had; that any party 


can ſo long maintain itſelf, as to promiſe ſtability to the go- 
— Are the people ſincerely affectionate to their 
preſent government; or are they reſtrained by the terror 


of the revolutionary tribunal, or by the danger of having 


their country diſmembered by the coaleſced princes? What 


ſpecies of executive will probably be at laſt adopted ? What 
| > we * bid fair to take the helm of affairs, after the great 


deſtruction and baniſhment of able men? Theſe and many 
other queſtions of the ſame nature ought to be ſolved, to 
enable us to ſee things in a true light. For without doubting 


the ſolidity of the French cauſe, we ought not to be unpre- 


pared for any event. If, therefore, any very momentous' 
turn ſhould ariſe in French affairs, upon which the conduct of 
our government may depend, you need not heſitate at the 
expence of an advice boat, if no other ſatisfactory opportu- 


nity ſhould occur. But it is the with of the Preſident, that 
at the end of every week, you commit to a letter the tranſ- 
actions of it, and embrace every proper conveyance, by 


duplicates, and, in great caſes, even by triplicates. 

Should you be interrogated about the treaty of commerce, 
you may reply that it has never been propoſed to us by Mr. 
Fauchet. As to any thing elſe concernmg it, you will expreſs 
yourſelf not to be inſtructed ; it being a ſubject to be negoci- 
ated with the government here. | 228 

In like manner, if a treaty of alliance, or if the execution 
of the guarantee of the French iſlands, by force of arms, 
mould be propounded, you will refer the Republic. of France 
to this fide of the water. In ſhort, it is expected, with a ſure 
reliance on your diſcretion, that you will not commit the 
United States, by any ſpecific declarations, except where 
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are particularly inſtructed, and except too in giving 
ar as. of our attachment to their Ko N ee 
There is reaſon to believe, that the embargo, when it was 
firſt laid, excited ſome uneaſy ſenſations in the breaſt of the 
French miniſter. For it ſo happened, that at the moment 
before its operation, pretty conſiderable ſhipments of flour 
were made to the Britiſh Weſt-Indies, and a ſnow, called 
La Camille, laden with flour, for France, was arreſted near 
New-Caſtle, on the Delaware, after ſhe had quitted the port 
of Philadelphia. But you know enough of the hiſtory of 
this buſineſs, to declare, that the embargo was levelled againſt 
Great Britain, and was made general, merely becauſe, if it 
had been partial againſt her, it would have amounted to a 
cauſe of war; and alſo, that it was not continued, merely 
becauſe it was reputed to be injurious to France. My letters 
to Mr. Fauchet will ex Hain the caſe of La Camille, and all 
his complaints about the embargo. ; 
Should our embargo be brought up, the way will be eaſy 
for our complaint againſt the embargo of Bourdeaux. At any 
rate, you will remonſtrate againſt it, and urge fatisfaQtion 
for the ſufferers. Lou will receive all the papers, which have 
come into the department of ſtate, relative to thoſe matters; 
and you will beſides open a correſpondence with the captains 
and perſons intereſted at Bourdeaux, in order to obtain more 
accurate information. 14 | 
But you will go farther and inſiſt upon compenſation for 
the captures and ſpoliations of our property, and injuries 
to the perſons of our citizens, by French cruiſers. Mr. 


Fauchet has been applied to; and promiſes to co-operate for 


the obtaining of ſatisfaction. | 
The dilatorineſs with which buſineſs is tranſacted in 
France will, if not curtailed in the adjuſtment of theſe caſes, 
produce infinite miſchief to our merchants. 'This muſt be 
: firmly repreſented to the French Republic; and you may find 
a ſeaſon for intimating, how unfortunate it would be, if ſo 


reſpectable a body, as that of our merchants ſhould relax in 


their zeal for the French cauſe, from irritation at their loſſes. 
The papers on this head are a ſtatement of French caſes, Mr. 
Fauchet's letters to me, and the documents themſelves. | 

You know the extreme diſtreſs in which the inhabitants 
of St. Domingo came hither after the diſaſters of the Cape. 
Private charity, and eſpecially at Baltimore, moſt liberally 
contributed to their ſupport. The Congreſs at length ad- 
vanced 15,000 dollars with a view of reimburſement from 


— 
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France. This ſubject has been broken to Mr. Fauchet here, 


and he appears to have been rouſed at the idea of ſupporting 
by French money French ariſtocrats and democrats indiſcri- 
minately. Both he and his nation ought to be ſatisfied, that 
in the cauſe of humanity, oppreſſed by 8 political 
opinions have nothing to do. Add to this, that none but the 
really indigent receive a farthing. It was the duty of the 
French Republic to relieve their coloniſts labouring under a 
penury ſo produced; and as it would have been too late to 


wait for their approbation before the payments were decreed; 


it will not be deemed an offenſive diſpoſal of French money, 
that we now make a claim for repayment. If Mr. Fauchet 
has power upon the ſubject, an attempt will be made for 4 
ſettlement with him here; but that being very doubtful, it 
will forward the retribution by diſcuſſing it in Europe. 

You will be alſo charged withsthe demands of ſeveral 
American citizens for bills of exchange drawn in the French 
Weſt-Indies on France. The report of a'committee of them, 
Mr. Fauchet's letter, and the vouchers, which you will carry, 
leave no doubt of your ſucceſs. But if there ſhould be any 
difficulty, do not fail to communicate it to the Secretary of 
State inſtantaneouſly. The ſooner, therefore, the affair is 
entered upon the better. | 

It is important, that no public character of the United 
States ſhould be in France, which is not acceptable. You 
will inquire into the conſuls; and inform, how they are 


approved, and whether they. be deſerving. Although the 


Prefident will avoid, as much as poſſible, to appoint any obnoxious 


perſon Conſul, it may happen otherwiſe, and muſt be conſidered. at 


accidental. Mr. Alexander Duvernat goes for Paris in the 
quality of Vice-Conſul, and Mr. Fauchet ſaid that he had 
nothing to object to him. „ | 
Conſulates are eſtabliſhed in every port of France, where 
they are conceived uſeful. But . you may find it ad- 
viſeable to mark out ſome other places for ſuch offices, 


It is recommended, that no buſineſs of conſequence, be. 


earried on gry or in writing, but in your own language. 
The miniſter of each nation has a right to uſe his national 


tongue, and few men can confide in their exactneſs wh 
they do buſineſs in a foreign one. But great care is neceſſary 
in the choice of interpreters, when they are to be reſorted to. 
It is a practice of great utility to note down every con- 
verſation of conſequence, which you hold, immediately 
after retirement; and the Executive will expect to receive - 
copies of what ſhall be thus written. | 
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che preſent derangement of their affairs on account of the 


1 


A communication with our other miniſters in Europe, under 
proper caution, may be advantageous. 1 5 0 

Let nothing depend upon verbal communication which 
can be carried on in writing. "KF 

To conclude. Lou go, Sir, to France, to ſtrengthen our 
friendſhip with that country; and you are well acquainted 
with the line of freedom and eaſe, to which you may advance, 
without betraying the dignity of the United States. You 
will ſhew our confidence in the French Republic, without 
betraying the moſt remote mark of undue complaiſance. 
You will let it be ſeen, that in caſe of war, with any nation on 
earth, awe er conſider France as our firſt and natural ally. 
You may dwell pen the ſenſe which awe entertain of paſt ſervices, 
and for the more recent interpoſition in our behalf with the 
Dey of Algiers. Among the great events with which the 
world is now teeming, there may be an opening for France to 
become inſtrumental in ſecuring to us the free naviggtion of the 
Miſſſopi. Spain may, 2 negociate @ peace, ſeparate 


from Great Britain, with France. If the does, the Mſhifeppi 
2 be acquired through this channel, eſpecially if 77 contrive 
to "7 


ave our mediation in any manner lolicited, 

With _ with for your welfare and an honourable iſſue 
to your ini Ts i 1 
# I am, Sir, Oc. 

Signed, EDMUND RANDOLPH. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 
From Mr. Momonß To THE SECRETARY OF STATE, 
PHILADELPHIA, | 
Paris, Auguſt 10th, 1794. 
NI, 


On the 31ſt ultimo I arrived at Havre, and on the 
ſecond inſtant at this place. Mr. Morris was, upon my 


arrival, from town, but he came in as ſoon as adviſed of it. 


By him I was preſented to the commiſſary of foreign affairs, 
who aſſured me that as ſoon as the form of my reception 
ſhould be ſettled, he would apprize me-of it, but that this 
would unavoidably create a delay of ſome days, as well from 


- 
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late commotion of Robeſpierre, as from the neceſſity of ma- 
king ſome general regulation in that reſpect, it being the firſt 
inſtance in which a miniſter had been addreſſed to the Repub- 
lic. I aſſured him I ſhould wait with pleaſure the convenience 
of thoſe whom it concerned, and fince which I have not 
ſeen him, but hear that the ſubje& is under conſideration of 
the committee of public ſafety, and will probably be conclu- 
ded in a day or two. 1 785 5 Fe 


„ - . 


T heard at Havre of the crimes and execution of Robeſpierre, 


St. Juſt, Couthon and others of that party, and ſhould have 


written you on the ſubject from that port, but that I knew 1 
could give only the current report, varying, perhaps, in eve 


ſea- port town, and which might reach you before my letter. 


I haſtened, therefore, to Paris, in the hope of acquiring 
there immediately more correct information of facts, as well 
as of the cauſes which gave birth to them; but even yet, 1 


ſuſpect, Iam on the ſurface only, for it will take ſome time 


to become well acquainted with the true ſtate of things on a 
theatre ſo extenſive and important. 


That Robeſpierre and his aſſociates merited their fate, is a | 


poſition to which every one aſſents. It was proclaimed by 
the countenances and voices of all whom I met and converfed 
with from Havre to Paris. In the latter place, where the 
oppreſſion was heavieſt, the people ſeem to be relieved from 
a burden which had become inſupportable. It is generally 
agreed that, from the period of Danton's fall, Robeſpierre 

had amaſſed in his own hands all the powers of the govern- 
ment, and controuled every department in all its operations. 
It was his ſpirit which ruled the committee of public ſafety, 
the Convention, and the revolutionary tribunal. The Con- 
vention was ſoon found, after the abrogation of the conſtitu- 
tion to be too unwieldy, and flow in its deliberations, to di- 
rect the great and complicated maſs of executive buſineſs; 
this had given birth to two committees, the one of ſalut 
public, the other of ſuretẽ generale, into whoſe hands the 
whole was depoſited. To the former was aſſigned the 
management of foreign affairs, the direction of the armies, 
&c. to the latter, the interior adminiſtration, and they were 
reſpectively enjoined to render an account monthly of their 


tranſactions to the Convention. It was intended that theſe 


committees ſhould be independent - of each other, and both 


under the immediate controul of the Convention; but by the 


diſtribution of their powers, this deſign was defeated, for ſuch 
an aſcendancy was thereby given wo. the committee of publie 
ſafety, that the other became its inſtrument, acting only 


1 9 1 


under its authority. The principal members of the Convention 
were placed in theſe committees, and Robeſpierre, who was 
7 far the moſt influential one, was aſſigned to the committee 
0 


public ſafety.” It Toon happened in the courſe of the ad- 


miniſtration, from the very extenſive patronage, comparative 
weight of character, and immenſe power, that this committee 
gained likewiſe an entire aſcendancy in the Convention, and 
controuled all its meaſures. Nor was the organization of the 
revolutionary tribunal more favourable to the independence 


of that branch, and of courſe to public and perſonal liberty.“ 
It was equally dependent on, and the creature of, this com- 


mittee. Robeſpierre therefore had become omnipotent. It was 
his ſpirit which dictated every movement, and particularly 
the unceaſing operation of the guillotine. Nor did a more 


bloody and mercileſs tyrant ver wield the rod of power. 


His acts of cruelty and cppreſſion are perhaps without pa- 


rallel in the annals of hiſtory. It is generally conceded, that 
for ſome months before his Fall the liſt of priſoners was ſhewn 


him every evening, by the Preſident of the revolutionary 


tribunal, and that he marked thoſe who were to. be the vic- 


tims of the ſucceeding day, and which was invariably executed. 


Many whole families, thoſe under the age of ſixteen excepted, 


were cut off upon the imputation of conſpiracies, *&c.* but 


for the ſole - reaſon that. ſome - members had been more 


friendly to, Brifſot, Danton, &c. or had expreſſed a jealouſ 
of his power. His . oppreſſion had, in fact, gained to fuck. 
an height, that a convulſion became unayoidable. The cir- 
cumſtauces which immediately preceded and brought on the 
criſis are differently recounted. Some make him the active 
party and believe wor he had arranged with the commune 
and the guards of the city, the plan of a general maffacre of 
his enemies in the Convention. But I am of opinion, that 
theſe projects, for they were certainly contemplated, pro- 
ceeded from deſpair, and were adopted at the moment only, 
as the means of defence. The time and manner of the ex- 
ploſion which was in the Convention ſupport this idea. It 
had been intimated ſome days before by him or St. Juſt, that 


other conſpiracies threatened the ſafety of the Republic and 
which ought to be laid open. The communication was 


given in-ſuch a manner as to ſatisfy the audience, that he 
meant Tallien and ſome other members of the houſe. And, 
in the moment of the exploſion, St. Juſt had commenced a 
developement of this pretended conſpiracy, leading to 3 


denunciation of theſe members. If the power of Robeſpierre 


remained, it was well Snown, that death and denunciation 
e C "Þ 4 * 2 
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went hand in hand. To repel it by a counter one was the 
only remaining hope. It could, in no event, produce a'worle 
effect. Tallien therefore roſe and interrupted St. Juſt, de- 
manding: How long ſhall we be abuſed with denunciation} 
of pretended conſpiracies ? ”Tis time to draw the veil from 
perfidy ſo flagrant.” St. Juſt was ſilenced and driven from 
the tribune. Robeſpierre aſcended and made many efforts 
to ſpeak in vain. The whole Convention roſe and cried out 
with one voice, „down with the tyrant.” He ftood like one 
amazed and ſtupified, ſtaring at the Convention with a coun 
tenance equally beſpeaking indignation and terror; deprived 
of the power of utterance, but yet afraid to deſcend. ' As 
ſoon as the convention ſaw its ſtrength, he was arreſted and 
ſent a priſoner to the committee of public ſafety 3 but by this 
time, his immediate coadjutors had taken the alarm, and 
were endeavouring to excite commotions in the city in his 
behalf. Henriot, the commander of the guard, with a few 
followers, purſued and reſcued him from the committee. He 


1 


then took his ſtation with the commune, heretofore the 4 
theatre of his power, and began to harangue the people, and. 
with ſome effect; whilſt Henriot, in the character of general . 
was buſied in aſſembling the guards in the place before the 55 
Hall of the Convention, with intention to fire on it. There hut 
was at this moment an awful pauſe in the affairs of the Re au 
public. Every thing was ſuſpended, and the public mind, - 
greatly alarmed and agitated. The ſituation of the Convention -- 
was truly intereſting. They knew that all the appointment rn 
were conferred by Robeſpierre, that he had been long deemed - 
a patriot, and till poſſeſſed, by means of affection or terroi he 
a wonderful influence over the citizens at large; and mor: 
immediately in their preſence, they ſaw. Henriot at the head 10 
of a reſpectable force menacing an attack. But that body, 1 
was not unmindful of its dignity or its duty upon that greaW-. . 
occaſion : On the contrary, it diſplayed a degree of fortitudn f. 
and magnanimity, worthy of thoſe who aſpire to the exalteſ hat 
eharacter of defenders of their country. It calmly enter our 
upon the ſubject of defence; declared Robeſpierre, St. Juan 
Couthon, Henriot, and the commune without the protectioſ he: 
of the law; appointed a commandant of the guard, and ſenhe h 
deputies to the ſections to admoniſh them of their dangerW..c.. 
and warn them to ſtand at their poſts in defence of che . 
country. A moment's reflection ſettled the public mind 
The people beheld on the one fide, the Convention labour ©. 
to fave the Republic, and on the other, Robeſpierre and hi her. 


aflociates in open rebellion. Heſitation was at an end. 


J 


7 1 | 
5 the sens rallied immediately to the ſtandard of their ſeQtions 
rl © WW nd Rebelpierrs and his aſſociates were taken at the ſame 
2 x time to priſon, and on the next day to execution, amidſt the 
ation; | 


rejoicing and acclamations of the people. 
froth Many believe that Robeſpierre aimed at deſpotic power, 
from nd ſought to eſtabliſh himſelf upon the throne of the Capets, 
efforts in the character of protector, or ſome ſuch character; and, 
ed out. purſuit of this idea, ſay, that he counted upon the ſupport 
xc one Bf the armics, and particularly the army of the North, and 
coum had otherwiſe arranged things in ſuch order as to favour the 


prived project. What his views of ambition and carnage were, I 
.. now not: That they had been great was certain; but that he 
ed and ad concerted any plan of permanent eſtabliſhment for him- 
by this elf, or been promiſed ſuch ſupport, even where his influence 
12 wy vas greateſt, cannot be true, nor is it warranted by circum- 


ſtances. If he was not promiſed the ſupport, it is not pro- 
able he had ſuch a ſcheme; and that it was not promiſed, 
uſt be obvious to thoſe who take into view all the circum- 
ſtances which merit conſideration. It will be obſerved, by 
hoſe who wiſh to form a juſt eſtimate of the future courſe 
and fortune of this revolution, that from its commencement 
o the preſent time, no perſon ever raiſed himſelf to power 
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A but by the proof he had furniſhed of his attachment to the 
he F v auſe, by his efforts to promote it; and that from the moment 
* loubts were entertained of the ſolidity and purity of his 
V 
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mene rinciples, did his influence begin to decline in 805 degree 


This was ſeen in the inſtances of La Fayette, Dumourier, 


deemed Briſſot, Danton, and finally, Robeſpierre himſelf ; two of 
(Cerro hom, though popular generals, were abandoned by the armies 
0 12 hey commanded; the former compelled to ſeek refuge M a fo- 


eign country, and the latter in the camp of the enemy ; and 
he others, tho' eminent in the civil department, were, upon 
ike charges, condemned by the public voice to the ſame * Ang 
n fact, the current of ſentiment and principle has been ſuch, 
hat no character or circumſtance has been able to obſtruct its 
ourſe : on the contrary, it has ſwept every thing before it. 
an it be preſumed then, and eſpecially at this moment, 
vhen the ardour of the nation, inflamed by conqueſt, is at 
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and ſen e height, that any reſpectable number of citizens, of any 
danger leſcription, would turn aſide from the great object of the 
"2 4 evolution, to countenance, in any individual, ſchemes of 
C. | 


ſurpation and tyranny? Did not the late event, even in 
aris, diſprove it, where Robeſpierre had moſt influence? 
L here was no oppoſing force but what depended on publie 
pinion, and every thing tended to favour his views. 
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From due conſideration of all circumſtances; I am led to 
aſcribe the ſanguinary courſe of Robeſpierre's proceedings to 
à different cauſe. 1 conſider the conteſt between him and 
Danton, as a conteſt for power between rivals, having the 
ſame political objects in view. The former was jealous of 
the latter, and having gained the aſcendancy, and the defec- 
tive organization of the government permitting it, by means 
of his influence in the judiciary, he cut him off. But the 
arreſtation and condemnation were regular, according to the 
forms preſcribed by law, and were on that account ſubmitted 
to. The public, however, ſaw into the oppreſſion, and 
diſapproved of it ; for at the moment when Danton was led 
to execution, there was a ge gloom upon the counte« 
nances of the citizens. They all attended at the place in 

hope of hearing the explanation: They heard none and-retired 
diſſatisfied. Robeſpierre ſaw this, and in it the foreboding 
of his own ruin. From that moment he ſaw nothing but 
conſpiracies, aſſaſſinations, and the like. He was ſurrounded 
by informers, and had ſpies and emiſſaries in every quarter. 
By means of ſeverity he ſought his ſafety, - and therefore 
ſtruck at all his enemies in the hope of 1 them. 
But it happened in this as it always happens in like caſes; 
every new execution encreaſed them tenfold. It progrefled 
thus till it could be no longer borne, and terminated a8 J 
have already ſtated. | 5 
It may be aſked: Is there any reaſon to hope that the vici- 
ous operation of the guillotine will be hereafter ſuſpended ! 
May not factions rife again, contend with and deſtroy each 
other as heretofore ? To this I can only anſwer, that the like 
is not apprehended here, at leaſt to the ſame extent; that 
the country from Havre to Paris, and Paris itſelf, appears to 
enjoy perfect tranquility ; that the ſame order is ſaid to pre- 
vail in the armies, who have addreſſed the Convention; 
applauding its conduct, and rejoicing at the downfal of the 
late conſpirators. Some circumſtances, it is true, have been 
ſeen indicating a ſuſpicion, that all Robeſpierre's affociates 
had not ſuffered the fate they merited, and ought not to 
eſcape ; but latterly this has e, though it is poſſible it 
may revive again. In general it may be remarked that, until 
peace and a well organized government thall be eſtabliſhed, 
no fure calculation can be formed of what may happen in 
this reſpect. I am happy, however, to obſerve, that the 
| ſubject of reform in the committees and revolutionary tribu- 
nals (and which was taken up immediately after the late 
commotion ſubſided) is now under diſcuſſion, and that the 
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propo tions which are depending, are calculated to preſerve; 
as far as poſſible, the controul of the Convention over the 


former, and promote the independence, and otherwiſe improve 


the organization, of the latter. 5 8 
But are not the people oppreſſed with taxes, worm out by- 
continual drafts to reinforce the armies; do they diſcover no 
ſymptoms of increaſing diſcontent with the reigning. govern- 
ment, and of a deſire to relapſe again under their, former 
nny ? What will become of the army at the end of the 
war? Will itretire in peace, and enjoy, in tranquility, that 
liberty it has ſo nobly contended for; or will it not rather 
turn its victorious arms againſt the boſom. of its country? 
Theſe are great and important queſtions, and to which my 
ſhort reſidence here will not permit me to give ſatisfactory 
anſwers. Hereafter I ſhall be able to give you better informa- 
tion in theſe reſpects. At preſent I can only obſerve, that E 
have neither ſeen nor heard of any ſymptom of: diſcontent; 
ſhewing itſelf among the people at large. The oppreſſion of 
Robeſpierre had indeed created an uneaſineſs, but which diſ- 
appeared with the cauſe. L never ſaw in the countenances 
of men more apparent content with the lot they enjoy, than 
has been ſhewn- every where ſince my arrival. In the courſe 


of the laſt year the Convention recommended it to the people, 


as the ſureſt means of ſupport for their armies, to increaſe 


the ſphere of cultivation, and from what I:can learn, there 


never was more land under cultivation, nor was the country 
ever bleſſed with a more productive harveſt. Many fathers of 
families, and a great proportion of the young men, are ſent 
to the frontiers, and it was fearedit would be difficult to reap 
and ſecure it; but the women, the boys and the girls, even to 
tender age, have ſupplied their places. I ſaw this with amaze- 


ment upon my route from Havre to this place, and am tolc 


'tis generally the caſe. The victories of their armies. are ces 
lebrated with joy and feſtivity in every quarter, andi ſcarce a 
day has latterly paſſed without witneſſing a deputation to tha 
convention, and often from the pooreſt citizens, to throw in- 


to its coffers ſome voluntary contribution for the ſupport of the 


war. Theſe are not ſymptoms of diſguſt with the reigning 
government, and of a deſire to. change it 

With reſpect to the preſent- diſpoſition. of the army, on 
what it may be at the end of the war, I can ſay leſs as I have 
not ſeen it. At preſent the beſt underſtanding ſubſiſts be- 
tween it and the Convention. It is poſlible that in the courſe 
of ſervice, if the war ſhould laſt long, many of its members, 
may acquire-habits-unfricndly.to retirement; but in an army 
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compoſed of the yeomanry of the country, as this is, that 
ſentiment will be feld apt to gain ground than in any other. 
Beſides, is it not preſumable, that the ſpirit which has 
raiſed and influenced this, will continue to produce ſome 
effect, even in its final diſpoſition. If, however, there ſhould 
{till remain a conſiderable force on foot, which could not be 
prevailed on to retire; fond of conqueſt, of rapine, and of 
plunder, can it be ſuppoſed that its parent country will fur- 
niſh the only and moſt grateful theatre to act on? Will no 
other portion of Europe preſent before it a more productive 
field, whereon to gratify ambition, avarice, or revenge? 
There muſt always remain in the breaſts of the ſoldiers 
ſome ſentiment in favour of their relatives; and the fortunes 
of the wealthy will be pretty well broken and diſhpated here 
by the courſe of the revolution. 'The example of the Ro- 
man Empire is always before thoſe, whoſe apprehenſions are 
greateſt upon this head : 'They ſee there nothing but kindred 
armies fighting againſt each other, and tearing the common- 
wealth in pieces: But they make no allowance for the great 
difference in the ſtate of things. The armies of the Empire 
were raiſed in the conquered provinces, and compoſed of 
foreigners : They, therefore, had no attachment to Rome. 
The State of the country, and the ſpirit of the age, are 
likewiſe different. The diſſentions of Rome were the con- 
vulſions of a corrupt and worn out monarchy, verging rapid- 
ly to a decline. But here the caſe is different; the armies 
are otherwiſe compoſed, and the ſpirit of the age, that of.a 
rational and philoſophical reform, ſeeking to eſtabliſh the 
public liberty, and ſweeping before it old and corrupt inſti- 
tutions which were no longer tolerable. N 
I have thus gone into this intereſting ſubject from a deſire 
to give the beſt view in my power of the late commotions, 
and preſent ' ſtate of the internal affairs of this country, 
becauſe I well know its importance to my own. It will be 
my object to improve my knowledge of it, and keep you cor- 
rectly informed in every particular, and as regularly as oppor- 

tunities offer. | | | 
With reſpeCt to the ſtate of the war, I can only ſay, in 
general, that the armies of France have prevailed over the 
combined forces every where. The commencement of che 
campaign was favourable to them; but the action which 
took place in July, near Charleroy, on the plains of Fleurus, 
between Cobourg, at the head of about 100,000 men, and 
Jourdan, with an inferior force; and which terminated, after 
the ſevereſt conflict and great flaughter on both ſides, in favour 
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of the French arms, has evidently given them the ſuperiority 
ever ſince. This was certainly one of the moſt important 
and bloody actions which has been fought in the courſe of 
the preſent war. 2 unwilling to retire before the 
republican troops, had gathered together all his forces, with 


deſign to hazard a general ac ion, and in the hope of regain- 


ing Charleroy. He attacked them at every point, about five 
in the morning, formed in the field and ready to receive 
him. Three times he drove them back within their entrench- 
ments, reluCtant to yield the day: But they fallied out a 
fourth time, with ſtill greater impetuoſity, ſhouting through 
all their ranks, “. we quill retreat no more; and, ſinging the 
Marſeilleſe Hymn, and other patriotic ſongs, advanced with 
an ardour which was irreſiſtible. The attack ſucceed. Co- 
bourg, with his routed army, fled before them, leaving on 
the field, according to the French accounts, about 10, ooo 
ſlain. The French, it is ſuppoſed, loſt about 15,000 men. 
They have taken in the courſe of the preſent campaign, 
Oſtend, Mons, Tournay, Namur, Tirlemont, Landrecy, 
Anvers, Ghent, Charleroy, Bruſſells, 1 Louvain, 
Liege, Nieuport, Cadſandt (at the mouth of the Stheldt) 
with ſome other places lying in that quarter. Cobourg at 
preſent occupies the ground in the*neighbourhood of Maeſt- 
richt, and endeavours to cover the frontier of Holland. It 
is, however, daily expected another action will take place, 


which may ſettle the fate of the low countries. Conde and 


Valenciennes, you obſerve, are left in the rear ; they are yet 
poſſeſſed by the combined forces, but are inveſted, and 'tis 
thought will ſoon fall. 7 
Their ſucceſs in Spain has likewiſe been great. They are in 
poſſeſſion, at preſent, of the whole of the province of Guypuſ- 
coa, Bilboa excepted. Many priſoners and immenſe parks of 
artillery have. been taken from the Spaniards. The detail I 
cannot give you with any kind of accuracy, but will endea- 
vour to compriſe it in my nekt. | | 
There has been but one ſea action, and which was between 
the French and Engliſh fleets, in the courſe of the preſent 
ſummer. The French had 26 ſhips, and the Engliſh 28. 


The Engliſh, having the wind, bore down on the French, 


and ſeparated 7 ſhips from their main force. Of theſe 
they took 6 and ſunk the other. It is ſaid there never was 
a more bloody, or better - fought action on both ſides. * It 
laſted three days. On the fourth, the Britiſh filed off wkh 
the ſhips they had taken, and ſailed into port. the French, 
having oft ene the combat, likewiſe retired affer= 
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wards to Breſt, -whither they conducted the merehantmen 
convoyed from America, and which was the object of -the 
conteſt, ſafe. r 

I Hhall write you again in a few days, and I hope to in 
you of my reception. For the preſent, therefore, I ſhall 
conclude, with aſſurances of the great reſpect and - efteom 
with which I am, c. | | 


From Mr. Monroe To "THE SEcKeTARzY Or STATE, - 
| j 
PHILADELPHIA. 


Paris, Auguſt a5, 1794. 8 
-S7R, | | 


In my laſt of the 11th inſtant, I mentioned to yon 
that I had been preſented to the commiſſary of foreign affairs, 
for reception, and was aſſured he would lay the copy of 
my credentials, which I left with him, before the committee 


of public ſafety, under whom he acted, and to whom it 


ore particularly belonged to appoint the time and regulate 
mode. After this, I waited eight or ten days without 
progreſſing an iota; and as I heard that a miniſter from 
Geneva had been here about ſix weeks before me, and had 
not yet been received, I was fearful I might remain as long, 
and perhaps much longer, in the ſame ſituation. It was 
obvious that the public boards had been ſo much ſhoeked by 
the late diſaſter, that from a variety of conſiderations, ſome 
public and others private, they could ſcarcely move forward 
upon any ſubject. At the ſame time, I had reaſon to believe 
it was the general deſire that I ſhould be received as ſoon 
as poſſible, and with every demonſtration. of reſpect for the 
country I repreſented. Upon the moſt mature conſideration, 
therefore, I thought ir meumbent on me to make an effort to 
break through theſe ditficultics, and expedite my reception. 
The Convention, I knew, poſſeſſed the ſovereign authority of 
the nation; and I preſumed, that by addreſſing myſelf to that 
body, and eſpecially in the preſent ſtate of things, I ſhould 
not only avoid the cenſure of any ſubordinate department, 
but perhaps relieve it from an unpleaſant dilemma, and at 
the ſame time, make an experiment of the real diſpoſition of 
this country towards my o]. The latter conſideratien!! 
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med of ſome: importance, as it would aſcertain to me a” 


ct which might have influence upon my conduct on other 
caſions. I therefore addreſſed a letter to the Preſident of 
e Convention, of which the incloſed No. 1 is a copy, 
d was happy to find it was well received; for it was imme- 
ately taken, by a member preſent, to the committee of 


ter body, of which No. 2 is a copy, for my reception by 
e Convention itſelf at two the following day. I deemed it. 


ſhble, by the documents in my poſſeſſion, impreſſions 


diſpoſition of the American government towards the li- 
ty and happineſs. of the French. nation. At the ſame 
ne, therefore, that I preſented my. credentials, I laid before 
ic Convention the declarations of the Senate and Houſe of 


cretary of State, with an aſſurance that I was authoriſed. 
declare, that the Preſident was actuated by ſimilar ſenti- 
ents. The communication was received in a manner very 
tereſting, and which furniſhed, at the ſame time, the ſtrong- 
proof of the affection entertained by the French nation 
r the United States of America. The incloſed No. 3 is 
copy of my addreſs to the Convention and of the Preſident's 
wer. Every department has fince ſhewn the ſtrongeſt 


poſition to prove its attachment to their ally, by embracing - | 


ery opportunity which the ſlighteſt incident has offered. 
few ſtores brought for the accommodation of my family, 
the ſhip in which I failed, were arreſted in Havre, becauſe 
d declaration was rendered of them by the captain. This 
s caſually heard by the committee of public ſafety, and, 
ithout any intimation from me, by their order, reſtored. 
ut being deſirous more formally to teſtify their regard, 
commiſſary of foreign affairs announced to me yeſterday, 
at he was inſtructed, in the name of the Republic, to 


ates, of ſuch accommodations and in ſuch part of the city as 
would dęſignate. The incloſed No. 4 is a copy of his 
ter and of my reply. Theſe latter acts, it is true, may be 
xemed in ſome meaſure acts of ceremony. So far, however, 
they furniſh any indication of the diſpoſition of this country 
wards our own, it is a fayourable one. | 


found here many of my countrymen, captains of veſſels, 


bo were. taken at fea and brought in, in derogation of the 


ublic ſafety, by whom a report was made in two hours 
terwards to the Convention, and a decree adopted by the 


yy duty to avail myſelf of this opportunity to diflipate, if 


hich had been made and were ſtill making, of the unfriend- . 


epreſentatives, as conveyed by the Preſident through the 


propriate a houſe for my uſe, as miniſter of the United 


> 


tion rendered for the injury ſuſtained, I "Men written to M 


reſided here, and his political principles been unqueſtionab 


1 | 
Treaty of Amity and Commerce. I inet immediately 
make an effort to have that order reſcinded, and compenf; 


Fenwick, who is beſt acquainted with the affair of the Bow 
deaux embargo, to requeſt his attendance here, or to forwat 
ſuch documents as will enable me to purſue, with ſuitable i 
formation, the intereſt of thoſe who were affected by Ne 
And I ſhall likewiſe bring forward, at the ſame time, thi 


claims of others of our citizens for ſupplies rendered to Mo the 


government of St. Domingo. 


The poſition of the armies is nearly the ſame as when 
wrote you lait. No action has been fought, nor any othe 
material change taken place ſince. 


A perfect tranquility too continues to reign throughout th 


CITI 
Republic. The execution of Robeſpierre and his aſſociat 


has produced the fame effect every where. Every perl ] 
ſeems to be frzed from an oppreſſion which was really temjciden 
ble, and the more ſo, becaule it was ſanEtified by the auth oſe St: 

_ rity of the pcopic, and covered with the maſk of patriotiſnMcnch ! 
It is, however, faid, that others who have been equally gur the 
(for Robefpierre, who! was a timid man, could not ha ought 
made the majority of the committee vote againſt. their o the re 
opinion) will probably yet be brought to juſtice. Of thuß the 
ſhall be able to give you better information in my next. knowl 
The reform, which I ſuggeſted in my laſt, contemplated! ops 

the organization of the committees and revolutionary tribi b. rec 
nal, is now completed or nearly fo. I will encloſe you copia; make 
of the decrees in my next. A great number of priſonegy nge - 
have been diſcharged, who were confined here and in oth - . 
parts of the Republic, in conſequence of ree, that tho 0 tl 
mould be liberated who were committed upon ſuſpicion ont an 
It was, however, greatly unfortunate, that Robeſpierre eg. w. 
not cut off ſooner; for it is moit certain, that his laſt day the 1 
were ſtained with ſome of the molt innocent blood of WW 7ublic 


Republic. | g 


The vice- conſul has not yet arrived, and, to be candid, N 
doubt, when he does, whether he will be received or not. = 
native of this country is, at the preſent moment, unable 


render any ſervice to our own, although he may have alwa As ſoot 


as dec 


But one who has been abſent, is conſidered, if not an em the 
grant, at beſt indifferent, and perhaps unfriendly, to the ren ud be 


lution, and therefore odious. If this * * arrive a. 
uctiong 


LCF 


think it probable he 1s confined at the port where he landed. 
deem this unfortunate, for there is much buſineſs which 
operly belongs to the conſular department here; as all the 
dmmercial affairs of the Republic are tranſacted here. 
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to Mo the Preſident and Repreſentatives of the French People 
in Convention aſſembled. 3 

hen ws” 6 , 

othe Paris, Auguſt 13th, 1794. 
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CITIZEN PRESIDENT, 


HaviNG lately arrived here with authority from the 
eſident of the United States of America to repreſent 
oſe States, in quality of Miniſter Plenipotentiary with the 
ench Republic, and not knowing the competent department, 


— p es 
, 


gui the forms eſtabliſhed by law, for my reception, I have 

t haWought it my duty to make known my miſſion immediately | 

r owl the repreſentatives of the nation. To them it belongs to [| 

this the day, and preſcribe the mode, by which I ſhall be 16 

t. knowledged as the repreſentative of their ally and ſiſter = 
4; public. They will, therefore, have the goodneſs to de- | 47 

„ mate to me the department to which I thall preſent myſelf, | 1-54 


be recognized 1n the character I bear. 


* l make to Jou this communication with the greater pleaſure, "RE | 
| * cauſe it gives me an opportunity, not only to teſtify to the 75 
* eeſentatives of the free citizens of France, my,own deyo- — ES 
: "Wn to the cauſe of liberty, but of aſſuring them, at the ſame | 1 
. ne, and in the moſt ſolemn manner, of the profound in- | 1 
\ Welt, which the government and people of America take, 3 13 
. by the liberty, th Tuccels and ty of the French [| 
>; public. 8 ö . | 
; it 
did, No. II | 
10k, e | 
— As ſoon as this letter was read in the National Convention, p | 
nab decreed that it ſhould be inſerted in its proceſs verbal, 1 
Fenin che bulletin of correſpondence, and that a copy of it, 


one of the letter of credence which accompanied it, | 
puld be ſent to the committee of public ſafety, with in- . | 
actions to report thereon during the preſent fitting ; and | | | 


= | | 
a 


L 2 1 
afterwards, upon the report of the committee, the Convenii 
decreed as follows : | 
Axr. I. The Miniſter Plenipotentiary of the United Stat 
ſhall be introduced into the boſom of the Convention, t 
morrow at two o'clock P. M. he ſhall then explain 
object of his miſſion ; and after which the Prefident ſh 
ſalute him frateraally, in teſtimony of the friendſh 
which unites the American and, French people. 
ARr. II. The Preſident of the Convention ſhall write a lettt 
to the Preſident of the United States, and tranſmit to hi 
the proceſs verbal of this ſitting, | 


Ar two the next day, Mr. Monroe was accordingly i 
troduced into the Convention, by the miniſter of forei 
affairs, accompanied by ſeveral of the members of the con 
mittee of public ſafety, and upon which occaſion he preſent: 
the following addreſs in Engliſh, with a tranſlation of it in 
French, and which latter was read by a ſecretary. 


No. III. 
Citizens Profident and Repreſentatives of the French Peapl 


Mr admiſſion into this aſſembly, in preſence of f 
French nation (for all the citizens of - France are repreſents 
here) to be recognized as the repreſentative of the Ameri 
Republic, impreſſes me with a degree of ſenſibility which 
cannot expreſs. I conſider ita new proof of that friendly 
and regard which the French nation has always ſhewn 
their ally, the United States of America. ; 
Republics ſhould approach near to each other. In ma 
reſpects they have all the ſame intereſt ; but this is ma 
_ eſpecially the caſe with the American and French Republi 
Their governments are ſimilar ; they both cheriſh the fan 
, and reſt on the ſame baſis, the equal and unalie 

le rights of man. The recollection too of common dang 
and difhculties will increaſe their harmony and cement the 
union. America had her day of oppreſſion, difficulty, a 
war; but her ſons were virtuous and brave, and the tc 
which long clouded he political horizon, has paſſed, and | 
them in the enjoyment of peace, liberty, and independend 
France our ally and our friend, and who aided in the conte 
has now embarked in the ſame noble career; and I am hap 


to add, that whilft the fortitude, magnanimity, and herd 


reſent! 
it in 


11 | 
wvalour of her troops command the admiration and applauſe 
xcils unite equally in ſecuring the happiel reſult, 
Series is not an unfeeling ſpectator of your affairs at the 
preſent criſis. I lay before you, in the declarations of every 
rtment of our government, declatations which are found- 
ed in the affections of the citiaens at large, the moſt decided 
proof of her fincere attachment to the liberty, proſperity, 
and happineſs of the French Republic. Each branch of the 
Congreſs, according to the courſe of proceeding there, has 
requeſted the Preſident to make this known to you in its behalf; 
and in fulfilling the deſires of thoſe branches, I am inſtruct- 
ed to declare to you, that he has expreſſed his own. 
In diſcharging the duties of the office which I am now 
called to execute, I promiſe myſelf the higheſt ſatisfaCtion z 


becauſe I well know, that whilſt I purſue the dictates of _ 


own heart, in wiſhing the liberty and happineſs of the Frenc 
nation, and which I moſt ſincerely do, I ſpeak the ſentiments 


of my own country; and that, by doing every thing in my 


power to preſerve and perpetuate the harmony ſo happily 
ſubſiſting between the two Republics, I ſhall promote the 


intereſt of both. To this great object, therefore, all my 


efforts will be directed. If I can be ſo fortunate as to ſuc- 
ceed in ſuch manner as to merit the approbation of both 
Republics, I ſhall deem it the happieſt event of my life, and 
retire hereafter with a confolation which thoſe who mean 
well and have ſerved the cauſe of liberty, alone can feel. 


Mr. Monroe delivered, at the ſame time, the following 


communications from the department of ſtate, with fimilar 


tranſlations, and which were read in like manner. 
To the Committee of Public Safety of the French Republic, 


Philadelphia, une 10th, 1794. 


Tue underſigned Secretary of State of the United 
States of America has the honour of communicating to the 
committee of public ſafety for the French Republic, that on 
the 24th day of April, 1794, it was ordered by the Senate 


of the United States, that the letter of that committee, 


addreffed to Congreſs, be tranſmitted to the Preſident, and 
that he be requeſted to cauſe the ſame to be anſwered on 
behalf of the Senate, in ſuch manner as ſhall manifeſt their 
ſincere friendſhip and good will for the French Republic. 


of the aſtoniſhed world, the wiſdom and firmneſs of het 


2 
| 
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In executing this duty, which has been allotted by the 
Preſident to the department of State, the liberal ſuccours 


which the United States received from the French nation, 


in their ſtruggle for independence, preſent themſelves warm 
to the recollection. On this baſis was the friendſhip between 
the two nations founded; on this baſis, and the continued 
interchanges of regard ſince, has it grown; and, ſupported 
by theſe motives, it will remain firm and conſtant. . 
The Senate, therefore, tender to the committee of public 


ſafety, their zealous wiſhes for the French Republic; they 


learn with ſenſibility every. ſucceſs which promotes the hap- 
pineſs of the French nation; and the full eſtabliſnment of 
their peace and liberty will be ever eſteemed by the Senate 
as a happineſs to the United States and to humanity. | 


(Signed) | NS 
EDM. RANDOLPH, 
Secretary of State. 


To the Com mittee of Public Safety of the French Republic. | 
. | Philadelphia, June 10th, 1794. 


Tur underſigned Secretary of State for the United 
States of America, has the honour of repreſenting to the 
Committee of Public Safety. for the French. Republic, that, 
on the 25th of April, in the preſent year, it was unanimouſly 
reſolved, by the Houſe of Repreſentatives, as follows : 

« That the letter of the Committee of Public Safety of the 
« French Republic, addrefled to Congreſs, be tranſmitted to 
cc the Preſident of the United States, and that he be requeſt- 


„ ed to cauſe the ſame to be anſwered on behalf of this 


« Houſe, in terms expreſſive of their ſenfibility for the friend- 


ly and affectionate manner, in which they have addreſſed 


« the Congreſs of the United States; with an unequivocal 
cc aſſurance, that the Repreſentatives of the people of the 
« United States, have much intereſt in the happineſs and 
« proſperity of the French Republic.” _ 

The Preſident of the United States has conſigned this 
honourable and grateful funCtion to the department of ſtate. 
In no manner can it be more properly diſcharged, than by 
ſeizing the occaſion of declaring to the ally of the United 
States, that the cauſe of liberty, in the defence of which 
ſo much American blood and treaſures have been laviſhed, 


WE | 

is cheriſhed by our Republic with increaſing enthuſiaſm + 
'That under the ſtandard of liberty, whereſoever it ſhall be 
diſplayed, the affection of the United States will always 
rally: And that the ſucceſſes of thoſe who ſtand forth as her 
avengers will be gloried in by the United States, and will 
be felt as the ſucceſſes of themſelves and the other friends of 
humavity. - | a „ 

Yes, Repreſentatives of our ally, your communication 
has been addreſſed to thoſe who ſhare in your: fortunes, and 
who take a deep intereſt in the happineſs and proſperity of the 
French Republic. 8 = 

(Signed) 2 
DM. RANDOULPH. 
Secretary of State. 


Anſwer of Merlin de Douai, Preſident of the Convention, to 
Mr. Monroe. 


Tu French people have not forgotten that it is to the 
American people they owe their initiation into the cauſe 
of liberty. It was in admiring the ſublime inſurrection of the 
American people againſt Britain, once ſo haughty, but now 
ſo humbled ; it was in taking themſelves arms to ſecond your 
courageous efforts, and in cementing your independence by 
the blood of our brave warriors, that the French people 
learned in their turn to break the ſceptre of tyranny, and to 
elevate the ſtatue of liberty on the wreck of a throne, ſup- 
ported, during fourteen centuries, only by crimes and by cor- 

ruption. | | 

How then ſhould it happen that we ſhould not be friends? 
Why ſhould we not aſſociate the mutual means of proſperity 
that our commerce and navigation offer to two people freed 
by each other ? But it is not merely a diplomatic alliance : It 
is the ſweeteſt fraternity, and the moſt frank at the ſame 
time, that muſt unite us; this it is that indeed unites us; and 
this union ſhall be forever indiſſoluble, as it will be forever 
the dread of tyrants, the ſafeguard of the liberty of the world, 
and the preſerver of all the ſocial and philanthropic virtues. 

In bringing to us, citizen, the pledge of this union ſo 
dear to us, it could not fail to be received with the livelieſt 
emotions. It is now five years ſince an uſurper of the ſove- 
reignty of the people, would have received you with the 
pride which belongs alone to vice; and he would have thought 
it much to have given to the miniſter of a free people, ſome 


„ 
tokens of an inſolent protection. But to-day the ſoverdignt 


people themſelves, by the organ of their faithful repreſents» 
tives, receive you; and you ſee the tenderneſs, the effuſion of 


ſoul, that accompanies this ſimple and touching ceremony. 1 
am impatient to give you the fraternal embrace, which I am 
ordered to give in the name of the French people. Come 
and receive it in the name of the American people, and let 


this ſpectacle complete the annihilation of an impious coalt- | 


tion of tyrants. | 
No. IV. ID 0 | 

The Commiſſary of Foreign Affairs to the M iniſter Plenipotentiary 
of the United States of America. _ 

Faris, 4th Fruttidor, ad Year of the Republic. 


CITIZEN, 


Arrzx having received the Repreſentatives of our 


ally, with the moſt diſtinguiſhed marks af affection, the 
government of the Republic deſires to do every thing which 
depends on it to make his reſidence in France agreeable to 
him. With this view the Committee of Public Safety 


authoriſes me to offer you, in the name of the Republic, a 


national houſe for your accommodation. er Hs therefore, 
to make known to me your intentions in this reſpect; as 
likewiſe to deſignate the quarter which will be maſt agreeable 
to you. wh | | 


The M iniſter Plenipotentiary f the U. nited' States of America. 
To the Commuſſary. f Foreign Relations for the. French 
Republic. | | 

Paris, Auguft 22, 1794 

CITIZEN, | 
I was favoured yeſterday with of that date, 
informing me, that the Committee of Public Safety had 
authoriſed you, in the name of the Republic, WIEN | 


a houſe for my uſe, as miniſter of their ally, the United 
States of America, and in ſuch part of the city, as I ſhould 


deſignate. I have received this communication. with pe- 


cular ſatisfaction, becauſe I conſider it as. a proof of 


. 


the ſincere regard which the committee entertain for their 
ally, whoſe ſervant T am. But, upon this occafion, I am 
not permitted to indulge, in any reſpect, my own opinion or 
feelings. The Conſtitution of my country, an extract from 
which is hereunto annexed, has preſcribed a line of conduct 
to me, and which it is my duty to follow. The Committee 
of Public Safety, and you, Citizen, reſpect too highly the 
fundamental laws of your on country, not to approve m 
reaſon for declining the kind offer you have made me. 
ſhall, however, immediately communicate it to our govern- 
ment, and doubt not it will produce there the good effect it 
merits. | | | 


Extraft from the Conflitution of the United States. 


« No title of nobility ſhall be granted by the United 
States, and no perſon holding any office of profit or truſt 
« under' them, ſhall, without the conſent of Congreſs, accept 
« of any preſent, emolument, office, or title of any kin 
« e from any king, prince, or foreign ſtate.“ 


D. No. III. J 


* 


FRom Mr. Moxnokx ro THE SECRETARY OF STATE, 
-  PHILAYELPHIA, 


Paris, 15th September, 1794. 
SZR, 


As ſoon as I could command a moment's leiſure, E ap- 
plied —_— to the immediate duties of my ſtation. I found 
many of my countrymen here, labouring under embarrafl- 
ments of a ſerious kind, growing out of the war, and was 
ſoon furniſhed with like complaints from others in ſeveral of 
the ſeaports. Correct information upon every point was my 
firſt object; for unleſs I knew the nature and extent of the 
evil I could not ſeek a remedy. I encouraged, therefore, by 
my letters, theſe repreſentations, as the only means by whic 
{ could acquire it. Nor was it difficult to be obtained; for 
the parties intereſted had been too deeply affected, and long 
delayed, to be remiſs upon the preſent occaſion. In the 
courſe of a few weeks, I believe moſt of the complaints 
which had been occaſioned by the war, and eſpecially where 
the parties were preſent, either in perſon or by attorney, 
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were laid before me. By analyzing them I found they might 

be claſſed under the following heads. Bc! 

1. Thoſe who were injured by the embargo at Bourdeaux. 

2. "Thoſe who had claims upon the Republic for ſupplies 
rendered to the government of St» Domingo. 

Thoſe who had brought cargoes in for ſale and were 
detained by delay of payment, or ſome other cauſe. 

4. Thoſe who had been brought in by the ſhips of the Re- 
public, in derogation of the n, of amity and com- 
merce, and were ſubjected to like deten tion and delay. 

5. Thoſe who had been taken at ſea, or elſewhere, and were 
confined, in derogation of the treaty of amity and com- 
merce, or rights of citizenſhip in the United States. 


Upon the two firſt heads, and indeed upon the two next 
following, ſo far as compenſation to the injured parties was in 
queſtion, I had no difficulty how to act: Your inſtructions 
had fully marked the courſe to be taken. I therefore required 
that compenſation be made as ſoon as poſſible, and. upon 
juſt principles, according to the contract, where ſuch was the 
caſe, and the fair eſtimated value, where it was not. But the 
two latter * involved in them ſomething more than the mere 
adjuſtment of exiſting claims, and which cloſed the ſcene 
when that was made. They grew out of meaſures, which, 
i: ſuffered to eontinue, might create like injuries every week, 
and which would require a like interpoſition on my part. 1 
therefore conſidered it my duty, not only to require a full in- 
demnity to the claimants, as in the other inſtances, but to 
mount to the ſource of the evil and ſeek a remedy commenſu- 
rate therewith. 55 | w 

I found that the delays above ſpoken of did not. proceed 
from intereſt or deſign on their part: From intereſt they 
could not ; for they. not only diſguſted and often injured the 
claimants, but likewiſe expoſed the government to conſidera- 
ble loſs, upon account of demurrage. And if there was no 
motive of intereſt, there could be none for deſign. They 
_ proceeded, in fact, from the ſyſtem - of trade adopted 

here, by which the whole commerce of the country was ta- 
ken into the hands of the Republic itſelf. . 'The regulation 
was ſuch that none but the officers of government could pur- 
chaſe, nor could any contract be concluded and executed in 
any of the ſea-ports, or Elſewhere, than in Paris. This 
threw every Cafe into the hands of a board of commiſſaries 
m this city, who were otherwiſe borne down with an im- 
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great. 
nothi 


* The third and foatth are meant. 
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menſe weight of the moſt extenſive and complicated duties. 
The defect in our own arrangements too here, increaſed the 
embarraſſment; for, as we had no conſul here, every captain 
or ſupercargo became his own negociator, and as they were 
generally ignorant of the city, the language and of the prices 
laſt given, they were badly calculated for the purpoſe. Every 
new cargo formed a diſtinct negociation, and as there was.no 
ſyſtem on the part of the venders, who wiſhed, as was na- 
tural, to make the moſt of their voyage, they uſually aſked. 
an extravagant price for their merchandize in the firſt inſtance. 
This occaſioned a kind of trafic between the parties, and 
which frequently ' terminated in the diſguſt of both, and 
particularly of the venders, who, after they were wearied 
put with the clerks in the department, and whole duty it was 
to receive them, generally aſſigned the buſineſs over to ſome 
agent, and who, as he was not clothed with any public cha- 
racter, could neither be much reſpected by the French 
government, nor poſſeſſed in any high degree of the confi- 
dence of his employers. Such was the ſtate of our trade in 
this Republic, and ſuch the cauſe of the delay. As ſoon, 
therefore, as I became ſufficiently well acquainted with the 
ſubject, I thought it my duty to bring it before the govern- 
ment, and deſire on its part a ſuitable remedy ; and if the 
erſon lately appointed does not ſoon arrive, I ſhall deem it 
qually neceſſary to nominate ſome one as conſul proviſionally, 
o take charge of the buſineſs on ours; and if he does 
arrive, I am by no means certain it will remedy the diſſiculty, 
for reaſons I ſhall hereafter explain. 

I had more difficulty in determining how to act cn the 
fourth point“. I was not inſtructed to deſire a repeal of the 
decree, and did not know but that it had been tolerated from 
he ſoundeſt motives of political expedience. This 5 

ad declined calling on us to execute the guarantee, from a 
ſpirit of magnanimity and a ſtrong attachment to our welfare. 
This conſideration intitled it to ſome attention in return. An 
attempt to preſs it within the pale of the ſtipulation contain- 
ed in the 23d and 24th articles of the treaty of amity and 
ommerce, might give birth to ſentiments of a different kind, 
and create a diſpoſition to call on us to execute that of the 
reaty of alliance. The ſubje& was therefore of the utmoſt 
delicacy, and I ſa that I could not enter on it without the 
breath care. But yet I was perſuaded that France gained 
nothing by the departure, and had reaſon to believe if it were 


* Otherwiſe than as related to compenſation to individuals. 
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for it ſeems in 2à great meaſure to have withdrawn, and i 


latter will ſoon prevail ſo as not only to prevent, at leaſt ft 


the wounds which have already been inflicted. Some latte 


eventually cenſured, as a diſturber of the public 'repol 
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otherwiſe, that ſhe would at the preſent time, concede it for 
our accommodation; and I knew its importance to our cam. 


merce, and eſpecially as it would deprive the cabinet of St. 


James of the ſmalleſt pretext for continuing the violation 61 


its part. Upon full conſideration of all theſe circumſtance 


the paper preſented, was drawn, and I truſt, whatever maj 
be its +9 it will have the approbation of the Prefident, 
ſince it may produce a beneficial one, and has in no reſped 
compromitted him. My note was preſented a few days finds, 
and I expect an anſwer as ſoon as circumſtances will permit, 
paying due regard to the immenſe weight of buſineſs befor 
that department. | | | 3 
Upon the article eee ctizpolhig, I have as yet fail 
nothing. I did not with to complicate the ſubjects which! 
preſented before them too much at any one time. It is, how 
ever, an important one, and ſhall be ſoon attended to, as ſhall 


likewiſe the claim for reimburſement of 50,000 dollars“ ad 


vanced to the French emigrants from St Domingo. 
Nothing of great importance has lately taken place in fl 

Public councils. The remaininy ſpirit of ancient party has, iti 

true, occaſionally thewn itſelf, but not with its former vigour 


lurk in the boſoms of the more inveterate only. Happily 
different ſpirit more congenial with the temper of the natio! 
and which inclines to humanity, to peace and concord, fee 
to pervade the great maſs of the Convention. I think th 


the preſent, further enormities, but to heal, in ſome degre 


circumſtances authoriſe this expectation. Barrere, Colld 
d'Herbois and Billaud de Varennes, of the committee « 
public ſafety, and ſeveral of the committee of /urete general 
were ſuſpected by many of having countenanced and ſuppon 
ed the meaſures of Robeſpierre; and it was apprehende 
that after the perfect and preternatural calm, which enſued Ii 
execution, ſhould ſubſide, ſome diſcuſſion on that ſubjed 
would enſue. Accordingly they were lately denounced I 
Lecointre de Verſailles, who brought forward a long lilt d 
charges againſt them. But it was immediately ſeen, th 
the party in favour of the denunciation, though violent, 
weak. The Convention heard the accuſation with patienc 
and rejected it with diſdain, and Lecointre himſelf 


* The amount was 15,000 only. 
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committee of public ſafety, it became neceſfary 
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Many of this party were now in their turn alike agitated 
and alarmed, becauſe they thought they ſaw in the reſection 
of the motion the invincible ftrength of the other party, and 
the certainty of their own fate. But they were ſuperficial 
obſervers of the courſe of the revolution, and of the theatre 
on which they ated. . They did not perceive, that there was 
a force in the Convention actuated by more humane and dig- 
nified principles; able to controul both, and render their 
extravagant and pernicious efforts abortive and harmleſs. This 
latter fact was further demonftrated by an event which fol- 
lowed immediately after. Under the organization of the 
to re- 
elect its members; and, if the influence of thoſe lately 
denounced had preponderated, they would of courſe have 
been re- choſen. t the contrary was the caſe, for th 
were every one rejected, and others preferred in their ſtead, 
I have mentioned this incident, becauſe TI deem it an impor- 
tant one, in the character of the preſent moment; tending 
to prove the certainty with which the revolution proprefſes 
towards a happy cloſe; fince the preponderance of thoſe 
councils which are equally diſtinguiſhed for their wiſdom, 
— and humanity continues to inereaſe . 


Vor is fortune leſs propitious to the affairs of this Republic 
in the field, than in the cabinet. 
Conde and Valenciennes have ſurrendered to its victorious 


Within a few days paſt, 


arms. About 6000 troops were taken in theſe garriſons, 
with 1100 emigrants, and which latter were immediately 


pr I The rigour with which the emigrants have 


been purſued continues nearly the ſame, and ſeems ſtill to 


be dictated equally by the ſentiment of the public councils 
and the people at large: It will not, therefore, be eaſily or 
ſoon removed. | | 
The ſurrender of theſe garriſons has relieved from a ſtate 
of inactivity about 50,000 men, who were immediately 
added to the armies upon the Meuſe and on the frontier. of. 
Holland. Theſe armics are at preſent of great ſtrength, and 
certainly, upon the ordinary rules of calculation, not to be 
reliſted by the force now embodied againſt them. In point 
of numbers they are by far ſuperior, and they poſleſs the 
means by which this ſuperiority may be increaſed at pleaſure, 
and to any amount. Their diſcipline too is exact, their 
Ipirits x wr enterpriſe aſtoniſhingly great. Whilſt on the 


* This is to be conſidered as comparing the preſent ſtate of things, with 
wat which exiſted before the fall of Rebeſpierre. 
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other ſide, every thing wears a more gloomy aſpect. Their 
troops are diſpirited, and daily waſting away by the events of 
war, and reinforcements have been for a long time paſt, with 
difficulty obtained, and ſeem now to be exhauſted, or at leaſt 
at a ſtand. And to encreaſe the embarraſſment on their part, 
'tis ſaid a diſpute has taken place between Cobourg and 
2 for the command, in caſe they ſhould unite their for- 
: The latter having ſet up a claim in conſequence of ſhe 
3 force of Pruſſians, &c. in Britiſh pay. 
Cobourg occupies at preſent a poſition near Maeſtricht, 


and York one in the neighbourhood of Bergen-op-zoom. It 


is thought the French will direct their principal force towards 
thoſe poſts, ſince their conqueſt will not only lay open the 
whole country to the Rhine,. but likewiſe deprive Holland of 
its chief barrier. They are ſtrong and well provided, but 
deemed by no means impregnable to the ardor and enterpriſe 
of the French troops. It is therefore probable ſome ſevere 
rencounters may ſoon take place in each quarter; for ſurely 
nothing but abſolute deſpair will induce the combined powers 
to abandon them, and which they muſt otherwiſe do, in caſe 
the French continue to exert t emſelves with their uſual 
vigour. 


To the Committee of Public Safety. 
Paris, September 3, x 794. 


Tree are ſome ſubjects to which J wiſh to call yo 


attention and which I deem of equal importance to — 
Republics. They have grown out of the occurrences of the 


preſent war, have preſſed particularly hard upon the United 
States, and will, I doubt not, be immediately rectified, in a 
manner becoming the character of the French nation, alt of 
courſe ſatisfactorily to us. 


The firſt reſpects the departure, on the part of France, from 


the 23d and 24th articles of the treaty of commerce ſub- 
fiſting between the two Republics. 
The ſecond, the embargo of 
the injuries ariſing from it to thoſe whom it concerns. 
The third reſpects the claims of ſome of our citizens for 
ſupplies furniſhed. to the government of St Domingo, 
authenticated by bills upon the Miniſter of the- Republic 
in Pi.iladelphia z by bills upon France, and by mandates 
and other inſtruments uſual in ſuch caſes. 


our veſſels at Bourdeaux, and 
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By the 23d article of the treaty of amity and commeree 
it is ſtipulated, that free ſhips ſhall make free goods, and that 
all goods ſhall be free except thoſe which are termed contra- 
band; and that no diſpute might ariſe as to contraband, all 
thoſe which ſhould be deemed ch, on the one hand, and 
which ſhould be deemed free on the other, are particularly 
ſpecified in the 24th. 5 

It is neceſſary for me, in bringing this ſubject to your view, 
briefly to obferve, that theſe articles have been diſpenſed 
with on your part: That our veſſels laden with merchandize, 
not only the property of your enemies, made free by theſe 
articles, but likewiſe of our own citizens, the latter of whick 
was always free, have been brought into your ports, detained 
for a great length of time, their cargoes taken, and the 
captains and proprietors otherwiſe ſubjected to great embar- 
raſſments, loſſes and injuries. But 1 will not dwell upon this 
ſubject in this view; becauſe, I frankly own to you, it is pain- 
ful for me thus to contemplate it. I wiſh to reſerve my free 
comments for the other fide of the picture, when I ſhall 
favourably explain the motives of the act, in communicating 
to my country, what I hope you will enable me to communi- 
cate, and upon this friendly intimation only, the ready 
acquieſcence with which the decree was reſcinded. 

It may be ſaid, that Great Britain has rendered us the 
ſame injury, and that when ſhe ſhall change her conduct in 
that refoeth France will tkewiſe follow her example. But 
the caſe is widely different. Britain may diſpute the law of 
nations, however clear its doctrine even with reſpect to con- 
traband; but with France it is in both reſpects regulated by 
treaty. Beſides we are the allies, and what is more intereſt- 
ing, the friends of France. Theſe conſiderations naturally 
inſpire in the councils of the two countries, different ſenti- 
ments in regard to us; and if Britain proves true to thoſe 
which belong to her ſituation, ſhall we, on'the other hand, 
find France reluctant to cheriſh ſuch as are friendly to us, 
and correſpondent with hers ? Will ſhe ſay, that the injuries of 
Britain furniſh a juſtificatory example for her to render us like 
injuries? Will our ally contend with that nation in rivalſhip, 
which ſhall harraſs our commerce moſt, and do us the great- 
eſt detriment ? This is ſurely not a relation for the two 
Republics to bear towards each other. Other ſentiments 


will, I hope, inſpire their common councils ;z ſentiments more 


congenial with their mutual intereſts and conſonant to the 
diſpoſitions of the citizens of both countries. 
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gation of any other country at the expence of her own; but 
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If the French Republic gained the ſmalleſt benefit from 
the regulation, there might be ſome motiye for adhering to jt. 
But this cannot, it is preſumed, be the caſe. The moſt to 
be derived from it, is the occaſional ſeizure of a ſtraggling 
veſſel deſtined for the ports of Spain and Portugal; fgr they 
are excluded from the ports of England, except under par- 
ticular circumſtances and which rarely happen. It muſt be 
obvious, if the price was higher here, this would be their 
deſtination; add to which the charges attending the ſeizure 
and conducting of veſſels from their courſe, muſt be great, 
and make it not only an uncertain but unprofitable mode of 
ſupply. | | 

It may be apprehended, that if this decree ſhould be re- 
ſcinded, it will open a door; through which, under: the pro- 
teCtion of our flag, the commerce of Britain may be carried 
on with advantage to her, and detriment to France. But z 
moment's reflection will demonſtrate, that this apprehenſion 
cannot, in any degree, be well founded; for the navigation 
act of England, whoſe great principles have been wiſely 
adopted here, forbids almoſt altogether any fuch commerce. 
By this act the manufactures of the metropolis cannot be 
carried to the colonies, nor can the productions of the colo- 
nies, nor the productions or manufactures of any other 
country, be carried in our bottoms to Great Britain. This 
reſtriction muſt in a great degree inhibit the ule of our veſſels 
in any but the direct trade between the two nations; for it is 
not probable that Great Britain will uſe the American vellels 
to export her cargoes to other countries, to any amount if at 
all; ſince, not being able to return, they would generally be left 
there empty and idle. On the contrary, we know that her 
practice, in ſuch caſes, has been, not to countenance the nayi- 


to protect the latter by convoys. But if this were otherwiſe, it 
is to be preſumed that the fortune of the preſent war, in the 
triumphant ſucceſs of the French arms, will have deciſively ſet- 
tled itſelf, before that could have produced any material effect. 

It muſt be obvious that the conduct of Great Britain, and 
eſpecially in regard to the articles of contraband, muſt de- 
pend in a great meaſure upon that of France in this paxticulax: 
For if France declines to reſcind this decree, Great Britain 
moſt probably will, unleſs indeed ſhe ſhould make a merit gf 
receding at the expence of France; but if France ſhouls 
comply in the firſt inſtance, ſhe will put Great Britain in an 
embarraſſing dilemma ; for, if ſhe refuſes afterwards, it wil 
not only tend to cement our union with France, but combine 
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om all America in the condemnation of the conduct of Britain: 
It And if they ſhould then comply, to France will the credit be 
t to given, of having forced her into it. A 
ling At the ſame time I expreſs to you a defire that this decree 
hey be reſcinded, and the parties E affected by it compen- 


ar- Wl fated for the injuries they have received, I conſider it like- 
wiſe my duty to add ſome obſervations upon the ſtate of our 
heir trade in general in the Republic. When an American vellel 
zure BY arrives in any port of France, it is immediately in the hands 
reat, of the government. The captain or ſupercargo cannot ſell 
le Of Bl the cargo to any other perſon, nor can he get more for it than 
the public agents will give, nor ſail elſewhere without permiſ- 

rer Wi fron. Oftentimes it happens, that great delays take place, 
pro» Wl from the neceſſity of communicating from the ſea ports with 
rried Wl the metropolis, and other inconveniencie> detrimental to the 
But 3 parties. A regulation of this kind in its fulleſt extent, muſt 
non BY prove very injurious to both countries, and eſpecially to France. 
ation Trade cannot exiſt under it. It will ſoon happen that not a 
riſely angle adventurer will ſeek the French ports: No merchant 
Eerce. will enter them but by conftraint. The conſequence muſt 
ot be be, that the commerce of America ſo extenſive and produc- 
colo- tire, and eſpecially in thoſe articles in greateſt demand here, 
will be either exterminated, thrown into other channels, or 
This forced here by public funds, and under the direction of pub- 

veſſels lic agents: a reſource which, however productive, ſhould 
r it 15 not be the ſole one, for many reaſons; but more eſpecially 


vellels WM becauſe the produce of our country, having thus become the 
if at property of France, will be liable, by the law of nations, 
be 0. equally in yours and in our veſſels, to ſeizure and condemna- 
at 5 


on by your enemies; and, becauſe if we ſucceed in ſecur- 


; nayl- ing the reſpe& which is due to our flag by other nations, and 
1 but Wwhich would enable our citizens in their own bottoms to ſup- 
viſe, i Wply in abundance your markets (and in which I truſt we ſhall 
in the ſucceed) it would be of no uſe to you; and Jlaftly, becauſe 
ely ſet- the competition of private adventuters would thus be deſtroy- 
effect. d, a competition which, with ſuitable encouragement, 
in, and would not only ſupply the defect of theſe agents and ſatisfy 
uſt de · che demand of the market; but, by making known conſtantly 
ucular and regularly. the prices in America, form a check on their 
Brita Weonduct and furnith the beſt teſt of their integrity. 
nerit 0 You will obſerye I do not complain that the public are the 
ſhouls ole purchaſers and regulate at pleaſure what ſhall be export- 


ed, provided the venders are paid for their cargoes in ſome 


„it Wi Fcommodity or ſpecie, at their option z or that agents of the 
ombine public are appointed in the United States, and as many as 


F 
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the enterprizes of my countrymen, and which will be the 
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may be thought neceſſary, to purchaſe our productions on 
public account and ſend them here. Theſe are ſubjects MW 
which the legiſlators of the Republic, will regulate, accord- i 
ing as public exigencies may in their judgment require. What 
I with is, that the ports of France may be opened freely to , 


caſe, provided they be permitted to leave them immediately, 5 
if they do not like the market, and diſpatched without delay „ 
in caſe they do. To accompliſh the firſt point a general order _ 
only will be requiſite, to the officers of the cuſtoms or other Y 


perſons in authority in the ſeveral ports ; and the latter, a re- be 
gulation of the prices to be immediately given by theſe - 
officers upon all occaſions, when a veſſel ſhould arrive, andi i, 
which might be furniſhed as often as any change ſhould be 
deemed neceſſary. This would, I am fatisfied, baniſh every 
cauſe of complaint, greatly increaſe the competition, and of 
courſe the ſupply of the market, and at a much leſs expence. 

Upon the ſecond ſubject, the Bourdeaux embargo, I find 
the committee has already paſſed an arret, which ſecures to 


the perſons intereſted an indemnity for the delay and other in fes 
juries ſuſtained ; it only remains, therefore, to adjuſt th ha 
amount of the claims and pay the parties entitled to it. 2 
Ihe third which reſpects the claims for fupplies rendered S 5 
by our citizens to the government of St. Domingo, is like un 
wiſe a matter of account, and which it is earneſtly hoped tho 
will be immediately adjuſted and paid. A perſon authoriſeii ſub 
will appear in ſupport of the claims, with the evidence, be- 
fore any board or tribunal which ſhall be appointed for that 
purpoſe. _ | 
I have to obſerve, that I ſhall be happy to give every aid 
in my power to facilitate the adjuſtment and ſubſequent 
payment of theſe ſeveral clafſes of claims. So far as the) 
are well founded I doubt not they will be allowed by th 1 
French Republic, and where this is not the caſe, they wil 
not be ſupported by me. In an aggregate view they reſped 
the great maſs of American merchants.. It is of importand 
for France to cultivate that intereſt, and the preſent is, fa 8 
many reaſons, a critical moment to make an impreſſion on 1 
I hope, therefore, it will not be neglected. * q 
It is my duty to obſerve to you, that I am under no is Sy 
{ſtruction to complain of, or requeſt the repeal of, the dect i 5 
authoriſing a departure from the 23d and 24th articles of thi ” 18 
treaty: of amity and commerce; on the contrary I well knov Hy" 
that if, upon conſideration, after the experiment made, - yol — 


thould be of opinion that it produces any ſolid benefit to tit 
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Republic, the American government and my countrymen in 
, general will not only bear the departure with patience, but 
bjects i with pleaſure. It is from the confidence alone which I en- 
ccord- tertain, that this departure cannot be materially beneficial to 


ns ol 


What you, and that the repeal would produce the happieſt effect, 


ly o in removing every poſſible cauſe of uneaſineſs, and concili- 
e the ating ſtill more and more towards each other, the affections 
lately, BY of the citizens of both Republics, and thereby cementing 
; delay more cloſely their union, that I have taken the liberty, as 
| order connected with the other concerns, to bring the ſubject before 
other you. To cement that union, in other ſituations, has long 
„a bei been the object of my efforts: for I have been well ſatis- 
| theſe fied, that the cloſer and more intimate it was, the happier 
e, md it would be for both countries. America and France thus 
uld be united, the one the greateſt power in the European world, 


ever and the other rapidly repairing the waſtes of war and 
and of riſing to the firſſ An the ſcale of nations; both bound- 
Pence ed by, and meaſuring an immenſe ſpace along, the At- 
I find 1antic; bundant in productions ſuiting the demand of 
oh Ws each other; and, above all, both Republics, have nothing to 


fear from foreign danger, and every thing to hope from the 


aſt the happieſt and. moſt beneficial domeſtic intercourſe. By a 
1 generous and liberal policy, France has it at the preſent 
ndered moment much in her power, to promote this more intimate 
1 union, and in the hope ſhe will avail herſelf of it, I have 


h 7. 8 . : | 
orifed thought proper thus to develop the ſubjects which I have 


ſubmitted to your conſideration. 
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From Mr. MoxRog ro THE SECRETARY OF STATE. 


Paris, October 16, 1794. 
NR, 


Jan you in my laſt a ſketch of the embarraſſinents 
under which our commerce laboured in the ports of the Re- 
public, and of my efforts to emancipate it, as ſhewn by my 
letter to the committee of public ſafety, a copy of which 
was likewiſe forwarded. To this I have as yet received no 
anſwer, although I have requeſted it more than once. To 
my applications, however, which were informal I was 


4 
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informally anſwered, that the ſubje& was under conſideration, 
and would be decided on as ſoon as poſſible. 

But as theſe propoſitions were of extenſive import, and 
connected with the ſyſtem of commerce. and ſupply, which 
had been adopted here, 'tis probable I ſhall not be favoured 
with an anſwer until the ſubject is generally reviewed. Nor 
ſhall i be ſurpriſed to find extraordinary efforts to protract a 
deciſion, and even defeat the object in view. But as the 
oppoſition will not be warranted by the intereſt, fo I am well 
{::1-fied it will not be ſupported by the ſenſe of the French 
nation, when the ſubject is well underſtood. To make it fo, 
will be the object of my future, and I truſt not ineffeCtual, 


endeavours. 


You were, I doubt not, ſurpriſed to hear, that the whole 
commerce of France, to the abſolute excluſion of individuals, 
vas carried on by the government itſelf. An inſtitution of 
tlus kind would be deemed extraordinary, even in a ſmall 
ſtate ; but when applied to the French Republic it muſt ap- 
pear infinitely more ſo. Nor were the circumſtances which 
gave birth to it, more a proof of the calamities, with which 
the ſociety was inwardly convulſed, than of the zeal and 
energy with which it purſued its object. Through the channel 
of trade it was found, or ſuſpected, that the principles of 
the revolutioa were chiefty impaired; that through it, not 


only the property of the emigrants and the wealth of the 


country were exported, but that foreigii money was likewiſe 
thrown in, whereby the internal diffentions were fomented, 
and in other reſpects the intrigues of the coaleſced powers 
promoted. For a conſiderable time it was believed, that moſt 
of the evils to which France was a prey, proceeded from 
this ſource. Many remcdies were in conſequence applied, 
but itill the diſeaſe continued. Finally an effort was made to 
eradicate the cauſe, by cxterminating private trade altogether, 
and taking the whole commerce of the country into the hands 
of the government. A decree to this effect accordingly 
paſſed on the — day of October 1793, and which has ſince 
continued in force. . Coz þ 
But now many circumſtances incline to a change of this 
ſyſtem. The act itſelf was conſidered as a conſummation 
ol thoſe meaſures which completed the ruin of the Girondine 
party, whoſe principal leaders had already fallen under the 
lotine. By it, the commercial intereſt, as diſtinct from 
th. la ided, and dividing in certain reſpects, with oppolite 
vie vs, the councils of the country, was totally deſtroyed. 
Al private mercantile intercourſe with foreign nations ws 
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tut off, and ſo ſevere were the meaſures, and great the 
ddium on the mercantile character, that none were pleaſed 
to have it attached to them. But when the apprehenſion of 
danger from that ſource was done away, the motive for the 
act itſelf was greatly diminiſhed. Accordingly the public 
mind was ſoon ſeen vibrating back to its former ſtation; and 
in which it was greatly aided by the fortune of the late domi- 
nant party, whoſe principal leaders had now, likewiſe in 
their turn, ſettled their account with the Republic, at the 
receipt of the guillotine. Thus we find, and efpecially in 
great commotions, that extraordinary meaſures not only bear 
in general the ſtrong character of their author, but frequent- 
ly ſhare his fate. The fall of the Briſſotine party extirpated 
private trade; the fall of Robeſpierre's may probably ſoon 
reitore it. | 

At preſent many ſymptoms indicate that a change is not 
diftant, though none ſeem willing, ſo prominently to 
take the lead, as to make themſelves reſponſible for the 
conſequences. 'The only active intereſt that I can perceive 
againſt it, conſiſts of thoſe who have managed the public 
trade and been intruſted with the public monies for that pur- 
poſe. They readily foreſee that a change will not only take 
from them the public caſh, but likewiſe lead to an adjuſtment 
of their accounts for paſt tranfactions. Tis however generally 
the fortune of an oppoſition of this kind, to precipitate the 
adoption of the meaſure it wiſhes to avert; for as every one 
ſuſpects that its motive is not ſound, and which is propor- 
tionally increaſed by the degree of zeal ſhewn, ſo every one 
feels an intereſt in defeating it. 

I have endeavoured in my propoſitions to confine them en- 


tirely to external objects, by ſuggeſting ſuch remedies as might 


be adopted without any interference with the interior general 
ſyſtem of France. By ſo doing I hoped, that the injuries of 
which we complain might be ſooner redreſſed and not made 
lependant on the great events which happen here, 

I ſoon found, that the extraordinary expedient to which 
his Republic had had recourſe, of excluding individuals from 
rade and conducting it themſelves, would require, in a great 

caſure, a correſpondent regulation on our part: For if the 
onduct of the public ſervants, on the one fide, was not in 
ome meaſure ſuperviſed, and which it could not be, but by 


public agents on the other, the impoſitions which might be 
practiſed on our improvident countrymen would be endleſs. 
in every conteſt between a public officer here, and the citi- 


en of another country in the purchaſe of ſupplies for the 
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the latter, eſpecially if the ſubject of one of the coaleſcet 


kind or country here, where the whole buſineſs was cor 


„ 
Republic, or execution of a contract, the bias of the 2 h 
vernment and of the people would be in favour of the for- 


mer. The cenſulate, under the ſuperintendance of the mi. 4 
niſter, forms their natural bulwark, in the commercial line f 
againſt impoſitions of every kind. Indeed it is the only one g 
which can be provided for them. But to guard them again ©. 
thoſe proceeding from the ſource above deſcribed, it ſhould : 
be organized with peculiar care. I was ſorry, therefore ge 
upon inſpecting into our eſtabliſhment, to find, that whatevef at 
might be its merits in other ſituations, it was by no th 
in general endowed with ſufficient ſtrength or vigour for the ch. 
preſent criſis. American citizens alone can furniſh an ade chi 


quate protection to their countrymen. In the hands of: 
Frenchman, or other foreigner, the conſular functions Im 
dormant. In every litigated caſe the former ſhrinks into thi 
citizen and trembles before the authority of his country; an 


powers, finds our commiſſion only of ſuſſicient force te 
exempt him from the decree which would otherwiſe doon 
him to a-priſon. I annex, at the foot of this, a liſt bf out 
conſuls and conſular agents, with a note of thoſe who han 
been atuMly under arreſtation and confinement, and b 
which you Will be better enabled to comprehend the juſtice « 
theſe remarks. | | 
My fituation was, therefore, in every view, beyond meaſurt 
an embarrafling one. But as there was no conſul or agent of an 


centred, and every tranſaction cloſed, it became on thi 
account infinitely more ſo ; for I was in conſequence not on 
daily ſurrounded by many of my countrymen, complainin 
of delays and injuries, and intreating my interceſhon fa 
redreſs, but applied to by them from every quarter and upo 
every difficulty. I could not ſettle their accounts with 

departments, nor could I interfere in any other reſpect 
particular caſes, where there were more of the ſame deſcri 
tion. I could not even go through the forms in the office 
which were neceſſary to verify facts, and which, if tru 


priet 
furniſhed ground for complaint; nor could I demand redre | 


dear 
of the government upon any ſuppoſititious caſe, and whidq , 
every one muſt be until verified. I remained thus for fo I f 
time in expectation of the arrival of Mr. Duvernat ; althouMcult 
I was apprehenſive ſuch an event, in conſequence of Mover 
general objection above ſtated, and the decree which applis ho, 
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had not arrived, and that I could make no progreſs in the 
public buſineſs here, without the aid of a conſul, I finally 
nominated my ſecretary, Mr. Skipwith, proviſionally conſul 


for this city, on the — day of , and notified it to this 
government, a copy of which and of the anſwer of the 
commiſſary of foreign affairs I herewith incloſe you. To him 
I have ſince aſſigned the intereſting duty of developing and 
demonſtrating the cauſe of theſe difficulties, by an appeal to 
authentic facts; and the better to enable him to perform 


this ſervice, I have inſtructed our conſuls and agents in 


the ſeveral ports, to render him a ſtatement of thoſe within 
their particular juriſdictions. Thus enlightened, he will 
make a report upon the whole ſubject to me, and which I will 
immediately lay before the committee of public ſafety, in 
Illuſtration of my former comments, and with ſuch others as 
may be found neceflary. 

At preſent I can ſay nothing deciſively upon the ſubject 
of a general arrangement of the conſulate. What I have faid 
may furniſh ſome hints that may be uſeful. But I wiſh be- 
ore any thing is definitively done in that reſpect, to give you 
the reſult of my further remarks on it. Mr. Fenwick will be 
here in a few days, and from whom I doubt not I ſhall derive 
much uſeful information. In the interim Mr. Skipwith will 
perform the duties of the office in which I have placed Rim. 
But as he undertook it without the proſpect of emolument in 
the official line (for in truth the duties required of him are 
not ſtrictly conſular, but novel and growing out of the emer- 
gence of the time) and more from a regard for the public inte- 
reſt, and to accommodate me, than himſelf, although I was 
hereby deprived of his ſervices in the immediate ſtation in 
which he had accompanied me, yet I could not bereave him 
of the appointment I had perſonally conferred, nor divert from 
im the ſalary belonging to it. By permitting things to 
ſtand where they are for a few weeks longer, the public will 
erive no detriment, and I ſhall be able to acquire, and pive, 
ſuch information as will enable you to proceed with more pro- 
priety afterwards ; a conſideration which will induce me to 
dear the inconvenience to which I ſhall be perſonally ſubject- 
ed, with pleaſure. 

I found, upon my firſt arrival, that I ſhould have much dif- 


ficulty upon the ſubject of paſſports. The jealouſy of this 


government was immediately diſcovered, with reſpect to thoſe 

ho, being ſubjects of England, or any other of the coaleſced 
powers, had paſſed over to America fince our revolution, be- 
dome citizens of ſome one of the ſtates, and returned to their 
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roper country, where they now reſided. It was ſuggeſted 
4 — by e of forcign affairs, that if theſe peo. 
ple were covered by my paſſports, I ſhould immediately 
ſpread through France, in the armies, and in preſence of the 
public councils, a hoſt of ſpies, who would report the cir; 
cumſtances of the country to their enemies. It was likewiſe 
urged, that I had no right to do it; for although this deſcrip 
tion of perſons had acquired, for the time, the right of citizen. 


ſhip with us, yet they were more attached to other countneg, 


ſince they reſided, and had their property, there. I was like. 
wiſe told of inſtances wherein this privilege had been abuſed 
by ſuch perſons, two of whom were ſaid to be then confined 
at Dunkirk, as ſpies. The ſubject was, in point of principle, 
difficult, and I was really embarraſſed how to act in it, ſo as 
to ſatisfy this government, and do juſtice to the parties con- 
cerned ; for, if citizens of America, it ſeemed difficult to dif 
tinguiſh between ſuch and any other citizens. And = the 
argument was equally ſtrong on the other ſide ; for, if the ſub- 
ject of another power, it was equally difficult to diſtinguiſſ 
between ſuch and any other ſubject of the ſame power, elpeck 
ally in this region, where the right of expatriation is genes 
rally denied. But in point of expedience, there was lets 
difficulty in the caſe. Citizenſhip is, in its nature, a local pri 
vilege. It implies a right within the government conferring 
it. And if conſiderations of this kind are to be regarded, 1 
can ſee no reaſon why it ſhould not, in the preſent inſtance, 
be conſtrued ſtrictly: For, if a temporary emigrant, after avail- 
ing himſelf of this benefit for a few years, and for the purpoles 
of trade, in our indulgent country, chuſes to abandon us, and 
return from whence he came, why ſhould we follow him on 
this fide the Atlantic, to ſupport in his behalf a privilege 
which can now only be claimed, at beſt, for private, and per- 
haps diſhonourable purpoſes ? Can any motive be urged of 
ſuthcient force to induce us to embark here in this kind 0 
controvery, at the hazard of our national character, and the 
good will of the nation, believing itſelf injured by it? Wil 
the refuſal to grant paſſports to fuck perſons check emigration 
to our country? I am ſatisfied it will not, of the kind that 
merits encouragement ; for it will rarely happen that a ſing 
member of that reſpectable liſt of philoſophers, artiſts and 
yeomen, who ſeek an aſylum with us, from the troubled go 


vernments on this fide the Atlantic, will, ever re-croſs item 


Theſe obſervations apply only to thoſe who ſettled with, and 
abandoned, us ſince the peace; for I conſider thoſe, be they dl 
whateyer country they may, and eſpecially if of the Britiſ 


( „ 1 *S Es 


peſted erritory (who; were, of courſe, in the common character 1 
> pecs Mritich ſubjects, equally members of our revolution). Wbod 
liatehrew their fortunes; into our ſcale, as being as much Ame- 


icans.as if they were born with us. After ſome diſcuſſion 
wick the commiſſary on the ſubject, it terminated by an aſſur- 
ace on my part, that I ſhould- be particularly cautius as to 


Ff the 


e cir. 


ke wiſe | ö 
eſcrip Hach characters, and refuſe my paſſports to all of that deſcrip- 
tizen ion (except in particular cafes of hardſhip, and upon which 


e ſhould. be previouſly conſulted). who were not actually 


ntriet, 
eſident within the United States. This arrangement was 


8 like- 


:buſed ſatisfactory to the government, as you will perceive by the 
nfinedonmiffary's- letters to me, copies of which are herewith 
nciple,{Wpanſmitted. I ſhall, however, be happy ts be inſtructed by 
ſo ou on that head. ? | 


* 


The councils of this Republic ſtill, continue to preſent = | 


s con- 
to diſſe an intereſting, but by no means an alarming, Ipectacle. 
et the nſtances ot animated debate; Tevere crimination, and even of 
1e ſub· ¶ chement denunciation, ſometimes take place; but they have 


nguiſh {itherto evaporated without producing any ſerious effect. It 
elpeci-i obvious, that what is called the mountain party is rapidly 
gene · n che decline, and, equally ſo, that if the oppoſite one acts 
as leſiſ ich wiſdom and moderation, at the preſent criſis, it will not 


-al pri- Iny complete its overthrow, but · deſtroy the exiſtence (if poſ- 
ferring ble in ſociety) of all party whatever. The agitation which 
ded, Io occafionally ſhews iel, proceeds from the preſſure of 
ſtance, is latter party on the mountaineers, and who in their de- 
r avail- Nnce, ſometimes make a kind of incurſive or offenſive warfare 
urpoſe pon their enemy; for having ſinee the fall of the Briſſotines, 
us, and ielded the councils of the nation, and been accuſtomed to 
him on pretty liberal uſe of their authority over the remaining 
ivilege embers of that horas they bear, with pain, and not with- 
1d per- Nut apprehenſion of danger, their preſent decline. The tone 
ged ol the diſcuſſion, therefore, frequently exhibits to view tlie 
Lind offÞ-ternal of a violent controverſy between two rival parties, 
nd the early cqually balanced, and which muſt terminate, under 
Wie pre ponderance of either, in the extirpation of the other. 
grationhut this I deem only the external aſpect, and upon conſider- 
1d thatWivas, in my judgment the moſt Tolid, I have obſerved ge- 
a ſingleWrally, that the firſt indications. of warmth have proceeded 
{ts ndFom the weaker, party, and from its leſs important members, 
led goſWto occaſionally break through the reſtraint impoſed on 
roſs item by their leaders; (if, when a force is broken and routed, 
th, andſÞcre can be any leader) and fally forty into extravagancies, 
they of | provoke reſentment, where they ſhould only endea- 


BruiſhſPur to excite pity; and whilſt a different conduct is obſery- _ 
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F). 6d by the leaders themſelves: For neither Barrere, Billaud 


de Varennes, nor Collot d'Herbois, ever take part in theſe w 

diſcuſſions, otherwiſe than to explain ſonie ſevere perſom eit 

; | 28 attack, and to which they confine their comments ſtricth 7 1 
3 | and with all ſuitable reſpect for their opponents. F obſe I! 

| þ | it rarely happens, that any very diſtinguiſhed member in "the tic 
[ , ; preponderating party takes ſhare in theſe diſcuſſions; though co 
Þ the field invites, and much might be ſaid with truth, and pe 

b ceourſe with effect. From theſe conſiderations I infer, noi cy 
only that the party of the plain has already acquired thi 

complete preponderancy; but alſo, that its motive is ra 7 


bÞkewiſe, Tomething in the origin and ſpirit of theſe debat 

Which authorizes a belief they portend nothing alarming ; f 

they generally proceed from a review of paſt enormitit 

| which moſt deny, and few juſtify. But the ſeene throug 

which they have paſt, cannot always be covered with a vel 
on the contrary, it frequently breaks in upon their diſcuſſic 

and always excites, like the Ghoſt of Hamlet, whenever 

appears, the horror of the irmocent, and the terror of Uh 

guilty, ſpectators. The debates, therefore, which enſue 

though violent, are more of the exculpatory, than of the affai 

ing and fanguinary, kind. Each party endeavours to vind 
cate itſelf from the charges alledged againſt it; ſometi 

. by abſolute denial, and at others, by a counter crimination' 
its adverſary. Hitherto, the buſineſs has ended by a. gen 

reference of the depending motiens to the committee of pu 

lic ſafety, ſolely; or to it, affociated with the two other con 

mittees of general ſurety and legiſlation, and who have h 

ſufficient wiſdom, either to keep up the fubjeCt till it was for 

gotten, or to report ſuch a general eſſay upon the ſtate 

affairs, the views of the coaleſced powers, trade, finance a 

the like, as always to obſcure, and ſometimes to throw it e 

tirely out of view. 3 | ice 

By this, however, I do not wiſh to be underſtood as int 

mating, that in my opinion none of the members of . 

7. | Convention will in future be cut off. On the contrary I chi 

I | otherwiſe; for it cannot be poſſible that ſome of thoſe wi 


| | | = to fave the — ants perfecute its enemies. There i; 
J 


have perpetrated ſuch enormities in their miſſions in the 
veral parts of the Republic, and particularly at Nantes, thou 
| eſcape the juſtice of their country. | . 

14 | In the movements of the 'preſent day, the Jacobin ſoc 
| has, as heretofore, borne its part. The hiſtory of this f 
1 | | | eiety, from its origin to the preſent time, is of importance 
| | mankind, and eſpecially that portion upon which providens 


{ 3 3 


has beſtowed the bleſſing of free government. It furniſhes a 
leſſon equally inſtructive to public functionaries and to private 
citizens. I am not yet fully poſſeſſed of the details, although 
1 have endeavoured to acquire them; but the outline I think 
I now underſtand. In its hiſtory, as in that of the revolu- 
tion itſelf, there are obviouſly two great eras. The firſt 
commenced with the revolution and ended with the de- 


event and the preſent day. The former of theſe is ſtill fur- 
ther diviſible into two parts, upon each of which diſtinct 
characters are marked. The firſt commenced with the revo- 
lution and ended with the conſtituent aſſembly, or adaption 
of the conſtitution. The ſecond compriſes the adminiſtra- 
tion under the conſtitution. During the firſt of theſe, the 
Jacobin ſociety was compoſed of almoſt all the enemies to the 


the public liberty, and withed its eſtabliſhment under any 


attended the debates, of this ſociety. But with the adoption 
of the conſtitution, many were ſatisfied and left it. After 
this, and during the ſecond part of this era, it was compoſed 


and Robeſpietre. During the whole of the ſirſt era, there- 
fore, or until the depoſition of the king, this ſociety may be 
conſidered as the cradle of the revolution, for moſt certainly 
the Republic would not have been eſtabliſned without it. It 


ave haWcuſſion and free eriticiim upon men and meaſures, contributed 
greatly to forward that important event. 


w 1t en ferent character. The clergy, the nobility, and the royalty 
Neere gone; the whole government was in the hands of the 
| as inigpeople, and its whole force exerted againſt the enemy. There 
as, in ſhort, nothing exiſting in that line which merited 
eprehenſion, or with which the popular ſentiment, virtuouſly 
ofe wilWnclined, could take offence. But it had already gained a weight 


irtue nor inclination to abandon. From this period, therefore, 
ts movements were n and we behold 
he ſame ſociety, which was heretofore ſo formidable to the 


rtancet 


pitimate repreſentation of the people. 


poſition of the king. The ſecond fills the ſpace between that 


ancient deſpotiſm; for in general thoſe who were friends of 


poſſible modification, became at this time members, and 


Raug only of the enemies to hereditary monarchy, compriſing the 
o vinaßg members of the three ſuceeeding parties, of Briſſot, Danton 


was the organ of the public ſentiment and, by means of diſ- 


But from that period and through the whole of the ſecond 
ra, this ſociety has acted a different part and merited a dif- 


n the government, and which it had now neither ſufficient 


leſpotiſm, now brandiſhing the ſame weapon againſt the le- | 
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alternative of either withdrawing from the ſtage, ar taking 
part in the ordinary internal adminiſtration, and which f 


members of the two ſucceeding parties of Briſſot and Dar 
ton, and had finally well nigh ruined the Republic itielſ. 
It is an intereſting fact, and very deſerving uf attenti 


| beſt men of France were ſecking an admiitance into it, n 


were odious in the ſight of that monſter, and were of can. 
the object of his perſecution. Nor was any man of indepe af 
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fall, and which was inſtantaneous, it immediately endes ou 


| T 12 
Its ſubſequent ſtory is neither complicated nor varibats; A 
the revolution was complete, ſo far as depended un the inteti 
order of things, it had no ſervice of that kind to render, 10 
pretext to colour its movements. It was redured 0 tle 


could not do otherwiſe than by becoming an inſtrument i 
the hands of ſome one of the parties againft the other. 
ſtation, therefore, it immediately occupied and has finca h 
it to the preſent time. It became the creature: of Robeſpien 
and under his direction the principal agent in all thoſe at 
cities which have ſtained this ſtage of the revolution. It wy 
by means of this ſociety that he ſueceeded in euttmg-off the 


that in the more early and latter ſtages of this ſaciety, "ti 


gesät tb ks cs 


from very different motives.. In the commencement and u 


til the eſtabliſhment of the Republic, it was reſorted to tin 
them for the purpoſe of promoting that great event. But w 
the latter ſtage and until the fall of Robeſpierre, it wan for 
reſorted to by them merely as a ſhelter from danger. Vu orc 

all 


tue and talents, with every other great and noble endox 


dent ſpirit, poſſeſſing them, ſecure from his wrath. I em 


Jacobin ſociety could alone furniſh any kind of protectioi me 


and to this circumſtance it was owing, that many deer wi 
charaQers were ſeen there, -apparently countenanciny exc 
ſures which in their ſouls they abhorred. It is therefore only and 
Juſtice, that the preſent preponderating party in France, it t 


the world at large, ſhould now look with indulgence, and ; 


deed with forgiveneſs, upon the conduct of many of tho in r 
who ſeemed at the time to abet his enormities. Unfortunately der 


ly for them and for their country, their preſence ſecured o give 


a perſonal exemption from danger: The preponderating i 1 
fluence had long been in the hands of - thoſe of à differengy pub 
- deſcription, | 15 | $794 WM laſt, 
In the laſt ſcene which was acted by Robeſpierre, and if Boi: 


which he placed himſelf at the commune in open-rebellien 
againſt the Convention, 'tis ſaid that this ſociety arrangel 
!tfelf under his banner againſt that aſſernbłty. But after A 


ed to repair the error of this ſtep, by charging it upon ſomeſſi he 


'T as 1 


who wete almitted to be bad members, and others who-were 
faid to have forced themſelves, at that tumultuous moment, 
unlicenſed into the ſociety, and who were not members at all. 
It even went into high crimination of Robeſpierre himſelf. 
But the prinriples af the controverſy. were too deeply rooted 
in the minds of ail ta be fo ſurldenly cradicated. It was obvious 

chat à cxiſis tad arrived which muſt eventually ſettle the point, 
whether the Comvention or this fociety ſhould govern France, 
and equally ſo, that the public mind was, and perhaps long 
had been, deciſively ſettled in favor of the former. As the 
cataſtrophe was approaching, 'this ſociety, as heretofore, uſed, 
at one time, an elevated or commanding tone, and at others, 
an humilating one. But the convention acted with equal 
dignity. throughout. Whether it contemplated to ſtrike at 
its exiſtence, by an overt act, or to ſeek its overthrow by 
contraſting the wiſdom, the juſtice and magnanimity of its 
own preſent oonduct, with the pait and recent enormities of 
this ſociety;/is uncertain; The leading members of the pre- 
ponderating party ſeemed: doubtful upon thi: point. But, 
finally, che raſh and outrageous extremities of the ſociety, 
which was fecretly exciting commotions through the country, 


forced the convention into more decifive meaſures. By its 


order, the ſecretary of the ſociety at Paris was | arreſted, and 
all the deputies from thoſe aſſociated wich it through France, 
and who had arrived to deliberate upon the ſtate of their 
affairs, were driren from the City, under a decree which en- 
empted none, not inhabitants of Paris, except our country- 
men. Of all France, Marſeilles was the only diſtrict, in 
which its efforts produced any effect. A ſmall commotion, 
excited there, was immediately quelled by the ordinary police, 
and who, after making an example of the leaders, reported 
it to the convention. 3 

What further meaſures may be adopted by the convention, 
in regard to this ſpoiety, 3 ubjeck is mow un- 
der diſcuſſion, and I ſhall, I preſume, be able in my next, to 
give you the reſult. e "AF 24 

The ſame ſucceſs continues to attend the arms of the Re- 
public, and in every quarter. They have taken, fince my 
laſt, in the north, Juliers, Aix-la-chapelle, Cologne and 
Bois- le- due, and in the ſouth, Bellegarde, with immenſe ſtores 
of cannon, proviſion, &c. in each, and particularly in Juliers 
and Bois-le-duc; at both of which latter places, a general 
action was hazarded by the oppoſite 3 and in which 
they were routed with. great loſs. It is ſaid, indeed, that 
che action which atchieycd Juliers, was among the moſt im- 


%. 


difficult for me to ſay. That Auftria, Pruſſia and Spain have 


draw from it ſoon, is more than .probable, and upon the 
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t of the preſent campaign, ſince they conſider it as de. 
ciding, eventually, the fate of Maeſtricht, Bergen· op· zoom, 
and of Holland itfelf. Maeſtricht is now cloſely inveſted, and 
muſt fall in the courſe of a few weeks, ſince the Auſtrian 

neral has obviouſly abandoned it to its fate. Holland muſt 
all immediately afterwards ; for there is, in truth, nothing to 
prevent it. Indeed I think it probable, they will, previ 
oully, detach twenty or thirty thouſand men, to take poſſeſ. 
ſion of it; for it is generally ed, it maybe caſily accom 
liſhed. | 
1 What effect ele events may l in England, it is 


been for ſome: time paſt wearied with the war, and have 
wiſhed to withdraw from it, is certain. That they will with- 


beſt terms they can get. England, therefore, will have to 
maintain the conteſt alone; for Holland will be conquered: and 
fubject to the will of the conquerors. This, however, is not 
the only danger which-impends: over her. © Denmark and 
Sweden, “ offended at the unlaw ful reſtraint impoſed by _ 
on their trade, in the arbitrary rule of contraband, haye, for 

near three months paſt, united their fleet, to the amount of 
about thirty. ſail, -for the-purpoſe of vindicating their rights: 
and Spain, equally unfriendly, and irritated with that power, 


has, I have reaſon to believe, ſerious thoughts; not only of be 


abandoning the war, but of acceding to this combination. bhi 
The lapſe of a few. weeks, however, wil: no doubt, unfold 


, "halle: ae more fully to view. 


Poris, 2oth Fruftider, 2d Year of the Republic. 
| | (September 6th, 1794.) © 


The Commiſſg of Foreign A Fairs to the Minifter Flu — 


E the United States of America. p = Ky 
| FE? 22 dei; 
C1T1ZEN Mims TER, | | 4 * 


I Have received the letter which you addreſſed d i=: 


me, concerning the demand which has been made to you by 
the family of Bingham, to obtain paſſports, in hel? of 


American citizens. 


* It isa fact, that theſe powers conſidered themſelves as forte 
America. | 


— 


5 T4423 

I applaud the more the circumſpection which you think it 
your — to obſerve, in regard to thoſe travellers, who have 
the twofold character of American citizens and Engliſh ſub- 
jects; becauſe I recollect, that ſeveral of them have abuſed. 
* regard which the republic has for its allies, and have en- 
tertained, with the Engliſh connections the moſt 
reprehenſible. Convinced that the United States are far 
from wiſhing to protect ſuch citizens, I think they will equally 
approve, with ourſelves, the repugn::nce which you ſhew.to 

As for the reſt, the laws of your country, have, without 
doubt, determined this queſtion, ſo important in the actual 
ſtate of affairs. To conſider it only under the general rela- 
tion of the rights of nations, it appears, that, with the — 
tion of merchants, and political and commercial agents, t 
domicil and not the of ſome land, ought to decide the 

ality of an American citizen. It is known, that a great 
number of Engliſh, Dutch and French people have purchaſed 
lands in America, without reſiding there, and it would pro- 
duce a great inconvenience, if, on that account alone, 
were conſidered as citizens of the United State. 

The family of Bingham, having reſided five years in 
France, it ought to be ſufficiently known, in its municipality, 
to obtain paſſports in the ordinary way. The law does not 
permit me to grant them to any bur the exterior agents of 
the Republic, and to the envoys of foreign powers... 


* Mr. Bingham had been an officer in lord Ra w don's corps, in the courſe 
of our war, but had, aftey its cloſe, as appeared by the declaration of an 
American, reſided for ſome ſhort time in Jerſey, of which ſtate this Ame- 
rican thought him a citizen. For the five laſt years paſt, he had dwelt in 
France. Under theſe” circumſtances, and eſpecially” as the proof of his 
being a citizen of the United States, was not poſitive, though trongly-pre- 
lumptive, Mr. Monroe wiſhed Mr. Bingham to obtain a paſſport from the 
Fiench government, and not from himſelf, and for that purpoſe addreſſed 
the miniſter a ſhort note on the ſubjeR, to hid this, and the following, 
letter wers anſwers. 
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vellers are clothed, will be, — all, and probably has 
very favourable to the tresſons which the miniſter of Great 
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| Paris, 28th Fruffider, 2 Yar of the Republic, | 
| {September Laib, 7 74 


The Wee of Pereign Airs, to the Mi wo eee 
of the United States of Ameries. POS: Bu! 


| Taoventhe teſtimony of e attachmant which 
the government: and extizens of the United States: have con- 
ſtantiy given to the French Republic will net permit us 
to doubt of their diſpoſition towards us, yet there is reaſon. to 
fear, that ſome individuals have abuſed the eenrfhidence which 
ſo happily ſubſiſts between the two nations, by entertaining 
with our moſt inveterate enemies, connections. very inj urious 
to the ſucceſs of the Republic. The twofold: character of 
American citizen and Engliſh ſubject, with which! _— tra 


Britain endeavours to multiply in France. I have cauſe to 
believe, after this, that you will obſerve, with the utmoſh 
ſtriftneſs, not to grant paſſports: or certificates; of American 
citizenſhip, but to thoſe who: have their domicib in America, 
and who, by their civiſm, appear to you worthy of belonging 
to the United States. Yow will, doubtleſs, concur with us 
in opinion, that an American cannot conſpire againſt liberty, 
without conſpiring againſt his n country, - An 
cradle. 
The reſerve, with which American paſſporty are expedited, 
will become a new motive for granting to thoſe who ſhall ob- 
tain them, the high degree of protection which is their due. 
I take this occaſion to inform you, that by an arrete of the 
committee of public ſafety, all paſſports for foreign countries 
muſt be preſented to that committee, before they can be * 
iaed by the commiſſion of foreign affairs. I pray you, there- 3 
fore, to addreſs to that committee the bearer of of fucke paſportk * 
in all caſes, before W made for this. d by 
my Nen r 9 7 — 


E 49 1 
The Miniſter Plenipotentiary of the United States of America, 
to the Commiſſary of Foreign Relations, 
| Paris, September z and, 1794. 


IHav this moment received the incloſed memorial from 
the maſters of two American veſſels; the Mary, commanded 
by Henry Preble, and the Severn, by Jared rich, who 
were boarded at ſea by the Proſerpine, frigate of the Repub- 
lic, and all the paſſengers taken from the one veſſel, and the 
other, with her cargo and paſſengers, brought into Breſt, 
where they are now detained. As theſe caſes form like de- 
partures from the treaty of 2 and commerce, between the 
two Republics, and are, in that reſpect, anologous with 
thoſe complained of in my note, lately preſented to the com- 
mittee of public ſafety, I have thought it my duty, as con- 
nected with that ſubject, to bring them immediately before 
the ſame department. Independently of the propriety of ac- 
commodating the principle to the wiſhes of my country, and 
which I earneſtly hope, for the common intereſts of both 
Republics, will be ſoon done, I preſume the embarraſſment 
of virtuous men, and good patriots, as is the caſe in the pre- 
ſent inſtance, will be an additional motive for their immedi- 
ate enlargement. | 


Mr. Monroe to the Commiſſary of Foreign Af airs. 
Paris, September 1794- 


Mr predeceſſor Mr. Morris, finding it impoſlible to pro- 
cure a veſſel to embark his baggage and fail for ſome weeks 
yot to come, wiſhes to employ that time in an excurſion into 
Switzerland, and has requeſted me to obtain, for him, a 
paſſport for that purpoſe. The better, however, to explain to 
you his wiſhes, I have encloſed a copy of his letter to me on 
that ſubject. Perhaps, it may be more conformable to the 
courſe of proceeding in ſuch caſes, that it ſhould be granted, 
in the preſent inſtance, by the committee of public ſafety. But 
in either cafe, I preſume, it will be more agreeable to him, 
a8 it likewiſe would be to me, that their approbation of the 
meaſure ſhould be previouſly obtained. I have, therefore, 
to requeſt, citizen, that you will be ſo obliging, as to make 
known to that body his _— and obtain their ſanQion. 


Ent 
The Commiſſary of Foreign Affairs, to the Minifter Plenipotenti- 
ary of the United States of America. 


Paris, V Vendemiaire, 3d Year of the Republic. 
September 23d, 1794.) 


CiTizEen MINISTER, 


I nav tranſmitted to the committee of public ſafety, 
the letter by which your predeceſſor demands a paſſport, for 
a journey into Switzerland. In any other ſtate of affairs, 
the journey which he propoſes to make before his departure 
for America, would not be an object of the leaſt diſcuſſion; 
but, at-this time, many. important conſiderations occur, whick 
make this voyage inconvenient, and it were to be wiſhed, 
that the citizen Morris would poſtpone it to another epoch. 
I know not, however, what will be the deciſion of the com- 
mittee of public ſafety, upon this ſubject. 


(Signed) Es 
5 BUCHOT. 


From Mr. Monroe, to the Commiſſary of Exterior Relations, 
Paris, September I 794- 


C1T1ZEN COMMISSARY, 

A sHoRT experience has already demonſtrated the in- 
tereſt which my country has in the appointment of ſome per- 
ſon here, known to your government and reſponſible to ours, 
to take charge of the affairs of its citizens in the commercial 
line. This conſideration has induced me to appoint, provi 
ſionally, Fulwar Skipwith, heretofore ſecretary of legation, to 
the office of conſul for the department of Paris, and who 
will take on himſelf, and diſcharge the duties properly be- 
longing thereto, until the ſenſe of our government - ſhall be 
known on the ſubject. I have, therefore, to requeſt you 
will be ſo obliging as to cauſe this to be communicated to 
the ſeveral departments of your government, in ſuch manner 
that he may be known and reſpected as ſuch, 
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The Commiſſary of Fereign Relations, to the Miniſter * 
tentiary of the United States E America. 


potenti- 


Paris, if Vendemigire, 34 Year of the Republic. 
ics | | (September 23d, 1794.) 


94-) Citizen MINISTER, | 


I HAvE received the letter by which you 2 
me, that you have nominated Mr. Skipwith, proviſſonally, | 
ſafety, the office of conſul for the department of Paris, and I have 
rt, for WF written, in conſequence, to the committee of public ſafety, 
affairs, to requeſt; that the exequatur of his commiſſion may be grant- 


parture WF ed. The political principles and talents of Mr. Skipwith are 
uſhon ; Wl ſo favourably known here, that the choice you have made 
which cannot otherwiſe than be a very agreeable one to: the govern= 
wiſhed, WW ment of this Republic. Beſides, the numerous affairs which 
epoch. Wl your countrymen have to diſcufs at Paris have proved, for a 


e com- long time paſt, the neceſſity of confiding their intereſts to a 
commercial agent, who ſhould be ſpecially gas with this 
detail, | | 

on. Cow) 

 BUCHOT. 
lations, | : : 
The Commiſſary of Foreign Affairs, to the Minifter Plenipotens 

794» tiary of the United States of America. 

"OP and Vendemiaire, 3d Year of the Republic. 

the in- tember 24th 

uu A ( September 24th, 1794-} 

o C1TIZEN MINISTER, | 

mercial - 

provi AFTER an explanation which the Secretary of your 


tion, tou predeceſſor has given to me, it appears, that the citizen Mor- 
d wholſW 15 propoſes to return to America by the way of Switzerland, 
erly be- and that he has renounced the project of returning to France, 
ſhall be to embark at Havre. As he ought to be entirely free to take, 
eſt you in his return to America, the rout which» he prefers, there 
ated wo can be no further diſcuſſion upon the paſſport which he de- 
manner mands. I am ready, therefore, to W that which you 

mall think proper to grant him. 


% — 


2 1 
As to the effects which you predeceſſor defires to embark 7 
at Havre, I invite you to ſend a detailed account of them to 
the commiſſion of commerce, which will give all the facili. 
ties neceſſary for their expartation. | | 


(Signed | 
Oe BUCHOT. 


The Commiſſary of Foreign Relations, to the M iniſter Plenipo- 
tentiary of the United States of America. 4 


Paris, 6th Vendemiaire, 3d Year of the Republic, 
( September 28th, 1794.) 


Crrrzzæyw MINISTER, 


I Haves received your letter of the firſt inſtant, by 
which you ſend me the memorial of two American captains, 
whoſe veſſels were ſeized by a frigate of the Republic. 1 
tranſmitted, immediately, their reclamations to the committee 
of public ſafety, whoſe deciſion will, I doubt not, be equal 
ly ſatisfactory to your government, and the parties intereſted. 


(Signed) 


BUCHOT. 


The Commiſfary of Foreign Relations, to the Minifler Planie 
tentiary of the United States of America. 


Paris, 16th Vendemiaire, 3d Year of the Republic, 
October 8th, 1794. 


I Have received an anſwer from the commiſſion of 
marine and colonies, to the demand you made, and which! 
tranſmitted them, concerning the reſtitution of the American 
thip, the Severn, the enlargement of the paſſengers who were 
embarked on that ſhip, as, likewiſe, thoſe who were on board 
the ſhip Mary. You will perceive, by the copy of this an- 
ſwer, which I haſten-to communicate to you, that your de- 
mand upon theſe objects is fent to the committee of public 
ſafety, for its deciſion. | 


(Signed) BUCHOT. 


8 1 
abark W 7he Commiſſion of Marine and Colonies, to the Commiſſary of 


2m to 


fa cili. Foreign Relations . 


Paris, 13th Vendemiaire, 3d Year of the Republic. 
( Oftcber 5th, 1794.) 


2 
CITIZEN, 


enipo- I Have received your letter of the third of this month, 
with a copy of one from the miniſter plenipotentiary of the 
United States, by which he demands the releaſe of the Ameri- 
can ſhip, The Severn, taken by the Proſerpine, frigate of the 
Republic, and likewiſe the diſcharge of paſſengers, who were 
on board that ſhip, as well as of thoſe who were on board the 
ſhip Mary, another American veſſel, taken by the ſame fri- 
gate, but which was releaſed. | 

The commiſſion haſtens to do every thing in its power, to 
ncreaſe the good underſtanding which ought to reign between 
wo friendly nations, by ſubmitting this affair to the commit- 
ee of public ſafety, and it engages to communicate the re- 
ult to the miniſter plenipotentiary of the United States, as 
oon as obtained. | 


Frem the Secretary of State to Mr. Monroe. 


OT. 0 
Philadelphia, July zoth, 1794. 
Penipo- NIR, 

1 nave applied to Mr. Fauchet for the adjuſtment of 
e fifteen thouſand dollars, voted by Congreſs, for the re- 
ic. ef of the St. Domingo people. His anſwer is not yet receiv- 
. Wb although I can be at no loſs to anticipate it: For I recol- 
94.9 ct, when he firſt came, he felt uneaſy, that Congreſs ſhould 
non of e granting (as he called it) Frend1 money, againſt the will 
which 1 the Republic; and even after I had preſſed upon him the 
nerican pligation of his government to ſupport its indigent citizens; 
10 were Wc heavy tax which theſe unhappy fugitives had been upon 
n board , and the impoſſibility of ſeeing them ſtarve in our country, 
his an- WP other impreſſion was made upon him, than to narrow his 
our de - iection to the diſburſement of French money for the ſup- 
public Mprt of ariſtocrats as well as democrats. You will, there- 
| re, proceed to bring this article immediately into view; and as 
ss ſhort in its principle, ſo will it be ſufficient for us to obtain 
OT. hort decree, that ſuch parts of the fifteen thouſand dollars 
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235 may have been expended upon the ſuccour of the indigent 
inhabitants of St. Domingo, who took refuge here after the 
diſaſters of the Cape, be credited to the United States, in 
their account with the French Republic. 

We have heard with regret, that ſeveral of our citizens 
have been thrown into priſon in France, from à ſuſpicion of 
criminal attempts againſt the government. If they are guilty, p 
we are extremely ſorry for it; if innocent, we muſt protect 6 
them. It is the deſire, therefore, of the Preſident, that you 
mould, without delay, collect intelligence of every Amer: 
can citizen under confinement, and of his caſe; and whatſoeve 
ought and can be done, to do promptly and deciſively ; taking 
care to ſee that your path is clear, and affording no pretext 
for being charged with demands againſt the law of nations 

Among theſe perſons, are Archibald Hunter and Shubad 

Allen; concerning both of whom papers are encloſed, ani 
who ought to be immediately aſſiſted, as far as may be right 
fince their ſufferings are known. I conſign them to your ear 
beſt attention and warmeſt activity. 

Mr. Macarty, whoſe letter is encloſed, has been late 
appointed conſul for the United States, in the Iſle of France 
from whence he dates. 'The circumſtances which he relate 
are ſerious and important; and it is withed, that you loſe n 
time in having every thing rectified and compenſated, as ti 
paſt inſtances, and to prevent a repetition of future. 

The encloſed letter, from one Binard, of Breſt, ſpeaks of h 
having been appointed vice conſul of the United States then 
by Mr. Burrall Carnes, our late eonſul at Nantes. In this i 
is miſtaken, as Mr. Carnes had no right to appoint a wid 
conſul under himſelf, and probably went no farther than 
conſtitute him an agent, as conſuls may lawfully do. Mi 
Dobree, having ſucceeded Mr. Carnes, will probably tai 
fimilar meaſures with reſpeCt to an agent; but it is defirabl 
that you ſhould immediately examine this matter well, at 
cauſc to be done, what ſhall appear beneficial to our trad! 

If a vice conſul ſhould appear to be really neceſſary, yi 
will inform me by the firſt opportunity. 

Mr. G. Morris having recommended Mr. Francis Cofffi 
to be our conſul at Dunkirk, a temporary commiſſion is fel 
to him, and will be ſubmitted to the ſenate for renewaP; u 
Jeſs from a view of all circumſtances relative to his fituatid 
(he being underſtood to be now in confinement for ſome caul 
or other) you ſhould think it improper, that he ſhould 
employed in the ſervice of the United States. 


— — — — _— — ů ů —ͤ— — 
— - 


: = 
— 
33 — — —— . —— 


* 
— k —ƷGů— ee — 
- 


ter the Mr. G. Morris, will have probably communicated to 


* you the ſteps which he has lately taken, to accompliſh a peace 
>< with Algiers, and the liberation of our fellow-citizens in cap- 
OY tivity, But leſt he may have accidentally omitted to mention 
cron 0 hem, I forward a copy of his letter, which deſcribes his mea- 
guilty, ſures. As he had received no particular powers upon this 
protec head, and 1s not minute in that letter, as to the inſtructions 
ut you which he has given, we are left to conjecture what courſe 
Ac has been purſued. You will, therefore, inform the proper 


authority, that the Preſident learns with great ſatisfaction, 
he new teſtimony given by the French Republic of attach- 
ment to the intereſts of the United States; not doubting, at 
the ſame time, that it muſt prove beneficial to the ſupplies of 
France, from hence : 'That the powers, derived from Mr. 
Morris, to the agent who was to accompany, on our part, the 
French commiſhoner, though they are as yet unknown to us, 
ave, no doubt, been judicious, and the acts in conformity, 
ith thoſe powers will be confirmed, if they ſhall be found to 
ome within the ſpirit of the plan hitherto adopted: That Co- 


; taking 
pretext 
nations 
Shubae 
ſed, and 
e right 
Our ear 


m latel 


raw onel Humphreys, our miniſter at Liſbon, has been long ago. 
4 Io pecially appointed to this buſineſs ; poſſeſſes a full knowledge 
4 * 1 pf our views and our means, and has been particularly con- 
Us 


erſant in our attempts for peace with Algiers : That he will, 
f he ſhould think it neceſſary, inſtruct the agent appointed 
dy Mr. Morris: That we truſt the auſpices of the French Re- 
public will be continued to the efforts under the guidance of 
olonel ur and that as an evidence of our conſi- 


aks of H 


8 F< ""Wcnce in the French government, you are empowered, if you 
4 an Nonceive it to be i to impart the terms upon which 
I ve expect to buy peace ; but the circumſtances and conſe- 
ably tO ences of ſuch communication are to be well weighed be 
deſirabli . . 8 . 
U. ere it be made. | 8 
I The caſes of ſpoliation and vexation from the French cruif- 
Tar "WW": on our trade I again moſt earneſtly recommend to your 
ary» Wnxious attention. Mr. Fauchet has promiſed to forward a 


ecommendation of them to his government. You will do 


1s com yell to preſs the principle without delay; and, if doubts are 
15 f. ntertained as to facts, put the ſubjects into a train for the 
" Ga oft early deciſion. The French Republic will ſurely never 


fer us to be plundered by their citizens; and that we have 

reatly ſuffered by their plundering the papers accompanying 

is letter, if they be true, manifeſt. We are no leſs diſturb- 

dat the conduct concerning the embargo at Bourdeaux. If 

he account brought hither lately by one of the captains who 
ere detained there, be genuine, the promiſe of compenta« 


tion has been illuſory only. You are, therefore, again charg. 
ed, to make this alſo your ſpecial and immediate buſineſs; 
and to preſs the rights of our citizens in a manner which in- 
dicates, that we cannot wave the juſtice due to us. In ſhort, 
Sir, it is the expreſs inſtruction of the Preſident, that 
you diligently enquire into every inconvenience, to which 
our trade has been ſubjected; and to remonſtrate ſtrongly 
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upon them, and repreſent the facts to us fully and minutel). 


Had not Mr. Morris ſo ſtrenuouſly preſſed the affair of the 


ſhip Laurens of Charleſton, which is committed to your 


care, I would here repeat all the circumſtances. But theſe 
may be obtained as well from Mr. Morris as from the French 

Oy The decrees upon which the conduct of the French 
Republic was founded, in this caſe, which I note particularly 


arc 


on account of thoſe decrees, have alſo been remonſtrated 
againſt by Mr. Morris ; and I queſtion whether much mat- 
ter can be added to his obſervations. But ſuch of thoſe de- 
crees as tend to the condemnation of the Laurens are-groj 


violations of our rights. 


You, no doubt, will have reſumed 


this ſubject, immediately on your arrival; and you are at 
liberty to ſpeak in a firm and deciſive tone, taking care tg 
avoid offence, or in any degree to weaken the friendſhip be- 
tween the two countries. 


ment from this department, relative to the ſpoliations of out 
trade, and copies of Mr. Fauchet's letters reſpecting them, 
do not repeat them here. But theſe will aſſiſt you in the ds 
mands which you are to make on the French government. 


Fxom Mr. Monrort, ro THs SECRETARY OF STATE. 


SIR, 


. Iax been favoured with yours of the zoth July, 
original and duplicate, and had the pleaſure to receive then 


unopened. 


I am, Ec. 
| EDM. RANDOLPH, 
Secretary of State. 
— — | 
L No. V. 1 


As you carried with you a ſtate 


Paris, November 7th, 1794. 


5 „ 
jn my two laſt letters, which were of the 15th 2 


charg. IC 16th October, 1 informed vou of the ſeveral ſubje 

fineſs; Which I had brought before the committee of public ſafety, as wy. 
ch in · Wo of the ill-ſucgeſs which had attended my efforts to obtain 
ſhort, In anſwer upon any one; and I am ſorry to be under the ne- 


„ that Wfity now to add, that although I have preſſed a decifion - 
which With the utmoſt poſſible zeal, yet I haye not been able to ac- 


nutely. WW Being wearied with the delay, I notified to the committee 
of the on after the date of my laſt letter to you, that I ſhould be 
> your Jad to confer with them, or ſome few members, on the ſub- 
t theſe Mt ; provided it comported with their rules in ſueh caſes, 
French d would otherwiſe be agreeable. The propoſition was im- 


ediately aſſented to, and the evening of the fame day ap- 


French | 
dinted for the interview. I attended in their chamber; we 


cular] | 
Pas d ſome diſcuſſion, and which ended in a requeſt, on their 
1 mat. rt, that I would preſent in writing the ſum of what I had 
ſe ded, or wiſhed to tay, either on the points depending, or any 3 


ers I might find neceſſary to bring before them, and which 
readily promiſed to do. | Ea 
By this time I had obtained from Mr. Skipwith a compre- 
niive ſtatement of the embarraſſments attending our trade 
re; as well thoſe which proceeded from the eruizers of the 
epublic, and applied to what was deſtined or cleared out for 
eign countries, as thoſe which proceeded from the com. 
ercial ſyſtem of France and applied to the direct commerce 
tween the two Republics. As his report to me ſpeciſied 
t only each particular cauſe of complaint, but likewiſe fur- 
ſhed facts to ſupport them, I thought it beſt to make that 
port the baſis of this my fecond communication on that 
1 ad. I accordingly laid it before the committee, with ſuch. 
ITY mments as appeared to me ſuitable : and I now tranſmit to- 
State. Nu a copy of it, that you may be apprized how fully the 
bject is before them, I yas affured that it exhibited a pic- 
re which ſhocked them; for theſe evils, progreſſing with the 
urſe of their own affairs, were long accum 15 ting, and 


d probably attained a height of which they had no concep- 


ru. As I had reafon to ſuſpect, that the chief oppoſition pro- 
ded from thoſe who conducted the public trade, and who | 

794. Mere attached to that mode, from motives not the moſt pa-, 

otic, I thought it proper to examine the que tion; whether 

were beſt for the Republic to encourage the competition, 

individuals in neutraF countries, for the ſupply of its mar- 

e then... or depend on agencies employed in or ſent to thoſe © © 


e groſi 
ſumed 
are at 
dare t0 
11Þ bes 
| ſtats 
of out 
hem, | 


the ds 
nt, 
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countries for that purpoſe. This ſubje& had been incident 
ly touched in my firſt note; but I thought ſome benefit mig 
be derived from a more thorough developement of it. Wi 
this view I ſent in, at the ſame time, the paper entitleg 
Supplemental obſervations on the American commerce. 
I felt extremely embarraſſed how to touch again their i 
fringment of the treaty of commerce; whether to call on then 
to execute it, or leave that queſtion on the ground on WH 
I had firſt placed it. You defired me in your laſt, to conte 
with them the principle, but yet this did not amount to 
inſtruction, nor even convey your idea, that it would beat 
viſable to demand of them the execution of thoſe article 
Upon full conſideration, therefore, I concluded that it w 
the moſt ſafe and ſound policy to leave this point where it wi 
before, and in which I was the more confirmed by ſome, c 
cumſtances that were afterwards diſcloſed. | | 
The day after this laſt communication was preſented, I 
ceived a letter from the committee aſſuring me, that the ſul 
_ ject engroſſed their entire attention, and that an anſwer ſho 
be given me as ſoon as poſſible ; and a few days after this, 
was favourcd with another, inviting me to a conference 
12, the next day. I attended and found only the three 
bers of the diplomatic branch of the committee prefent, Me 
lin de Douay, Thuriot and Treilhard. Merlin commene nd 
by obſerving, that J had adviſed and preſſed them to exeti cui 
the 23d and 24th articles of the treaty of amity and co 
merce : That they were perſuaded their compliance won 
be uſeſul to us, but very detrimental to them: It would lik 
wiſe be diſtreſſing for Frenchmen to ſee Britiſh goods pn 
| tected by our flag, whilſt it gave no protection to theirs; all 
after making other comments, he finally came to this pount 
Do you inſiſt upon our executing the treaty ?” I replied, 
had nothing new to add to what I had already ſaid on 
head. Treilhard ſeemed ſurpriſed at the reply, and expretia 
a with that I would declare myſelf frankly on the ſubject. 
told him I was ſurprized at his remark, ſince I had not on 
declared myſelf frankly, but liberally. We then paſſed ita 
the point of demand to a more general diſcuſſion of the poli 
of in France to execute the treaty, and in which I urged, thil 
it the conſidered her own intereſt only, ſhe ought not to helWyoy 
tate, fince it gave her the command of neutral bottoms, ail lig] 
under the protection cf their own flag, to ſupply her wants 
with other conſiderations which had been before preſſed 1 
my notes that were before them. - I was, however, broug 
back twice again to the queſtion ; « Do you inſiſt upon 
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jemand it ?” I found that a poſitive and formal declaration on 
is point was the ſole object of the interview; and as I per- 
eived that ſomething was intended to be founded on it, either 
ow or hereafter, if given in the affirmative, I was the more 
ſolved to avoid it, and to adhere to the ground I had alrea- 
y taken. I therefore repeated my declaration, and in the 
oft explicit terms, that I was not inſtructed by the Preſi- 
ent to infiſt on it, nor did I infiſt on it; that their compli- 
ce would certainly be highly beneficial to my country, but 
conte at in my obfervations I had conſidered the propoſition mere- 
it to Nin relation to Frange, and wiſhed them to do the ſame; 
be alice 1 was fatisfied that the true intereſt of France dictated 
article meaſure. They all expreſſed an attachment to us, ſpoke 
tn Much of the difficulty of their fituation, and of the = 
re it Wa licacy in adopting, in the preſent ſtate of the public mind, 

dme ei y meaſure which might be conſtrued as eventually favouring 
gland; and thus the conference ended. 


dental 
t migh 
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NN then 


1 whid 


ed, I in revolving the ſubject over ſince, I have been Aube! 
the ſubMycther the ſolicitude ſhewn to draw from me a deciſive 
er 17 {wer to the queſtion : * Whether 1 inſiſted, or demanded 
x this, 


them to execute the articles of the treaty,” was merely 
rence Wtended as the baſis of their on act, complying with it, and a 
ee memgaifcation for themſelves in ſo doing, or as a ground to call 


nt, Me us hereafter, in the proſecution of the war againſt En- 
nmenegg nd, to fulfil the guarantee, I was, at the moment of the 

—_ Cabo] in the committee, of the latter opinion; but I muſt 
nd co 


nfeſs, upon a more general view of all circumſtances that 


e wou e paſſed under my obſervation ſince my arrival, that I am 


uld like preſent inclined to be of the former. I 2 think, as 

ods Pore is an oppoſition to the meaſure, and it would commence 

irs; ang important change in their ſyſtem, and might alſo be con- 

us Poli ued into a partiality for England (a nation by no means in 

8 our here) that the dread of denunciation in the courſe 
on thi 


expreticd it would be impolitic to demand it.; ſince the refuſal, 
bject. Nuld weaken the connection between the two countries, and 
. by compliance, upon that motive, might perhaps not only pro- 
Hed 116 


e the ſame effect, but likewiſe excite a diſpoſition to preſs | 


the polon other points, upon which it were better to avoid any 
-ged, tW-uſſion. I hope, . however, ſoon to obtain an anſwer, and 
ot to hel wourable one. If the ſubject was before the convention in 
oms, ani light it ſtands before the committee, I am convinced it 


er want 


2 ul long ſince have been the caſe: But it is difficult to 
pre 


it there; for if I carried it there myſelf, it would be deem- 


„ brougW kind of denunciation of the committee. Yeſterday tere 
upon” F | | 


events ſuggeſted it. Be this as it may, 1 am perfectly ſa- 


| NEO © 
was a change of ſeveral of the members of that body; m 
which 1 deem, from my knowledge of thoſe Hg, favour 


able to our views. Be aſſured, that I ſhall evitinue to pre | 
this buſineſs with all ſuitable energy, and in the mode t | 
Mall appear to me maſt eligible; and, in the interim, that 
will do every thing in my power to prevent abuſes under d | 
exiſting ſyſtem. | 4 


Upon the ſubject of the fifteen thouſand dollars, advaneſ f 
for the emigrants from St. Domingo, I have made no om 
demand, becauſe I wiſhed the other points, which were & ] 
pending, ſettled firft ; from an apprehenſion that if H t 

granted ſeveral little matters, it would fortify them in a all 1 
poſition to reject thoſe that were important. I have, hu T 
ever, conferred informally upon it, and have no doubt it , f 
be peremptorily allowed. I think, therefore, this tho a 

be calculated on by the department of the treaſury. I f 
certainly bring it before them ſhortly, as I ſhall immedingl uU 

the affair of the conſul in the Ifle of France; upon W9W „. 
latter point, however, permit me reſpectfully to add, n. 
the appointment of a perſon, not an American, perhaps i at 
Engliſhman, to the office of conful, has not only been ll m 
cauſe of the diſreſpect ſhewn to our authority, but even th 
the embarraſſments to which our countrymen were expo fic 
there. aac) | of 

With reſpect to the buſineſs with Algiers, I have wlll th: 

known how to act. It will be difficult for France, in che p an 
ſent ſtate of affairs, to ſupport the meaſures of our reſidemiſ bt: 
Portugal, or for them to concert any plan of co-operati he 
It ſeems, however, in every view, proper to rid ourfebes , ha 
the perſon in Switzerland, who I underſtand has been mal {1 
dineſs to preſccute the buſineſs for ſome time paſt. 1 out 
in conſequence, written him a letter in conformity to % 1n 

idea, of which I encloſe you a copy, and which I. preſuny wa: 
he will confider as a reſpectful diſcharge. I am inclined i ry 
think France will co-operate with us upon this point, aua my 
any plan can be adopted by which ſhe: may forward the m con 
ſure of Colonel Humphreys, I will endeavor to avail him ele 
it. But certainly if it is expected that her aid will be eich mo! 
cious, or that the will embark with zeal in the bufinefs, bee 
* Whole ſhould be concerted and executed from this qt ava 

Perhaps, as I have heard nothing from Colonel Humphn 1 
the buſineſs is now done, or he is purſuing it without calcd 2 ci 

"ating upon any aid from France. A letter which was pl for 
ſented me by Mr. Cathalan, our conſul at Marſeilles (and mi 3 f 

vnO 


is now here, as are Mr. Fenwick, Dobree and Coffyn, a ſon 


Ye „ 5 
Mr. Coffyn, conſul, and who came here to repreſent his fa: 


ther, ) from eaptain O'Brien, and which I now encloſe, will 


ſhew you the ſtate of the buſineſs in Auguſt laſt. Be aſſured 
I ſhall be happy to render my country any ſervice in this dif- 
treſſing buſin 

were neceſſary. 


I have enquired into the character of our conſuls at the 
ſeveral ports: I mean thoſe who are Frenchmen ; for Mr. 
Fenwick is well known, viz. La Motte at Havre; Dobree at 
Nantes; Coffynat Dunkirk and Cathalan at Marſeilles, and find 
them likewiſe ai! men of underſtanding and of excellent repu- 
tation, attached to our country and grateful for the confidence 


repoſed in them. If diſplaced, it will ſubject them to ſome cen- 
fore : I do not, therefore, wiſh it; though I molt earneſtly 
adviſe that in future none, but Americans be appointed. 

I was extremely concerned, upon my arrival here, to find 


that our countryman Mr. Paine, as likewife Midame La Fa- 
yette were in priſon; the former of whom had been confined - 


near nine months and the latter about two. I was immedi- 
ately entreated by both to endeavour to obtain their enlarge- 


ment. I afured them of the intereſt which America had in 


their welfare; of the regard entertained for them by the Pre- 


ſident, and of the pleafure with which I ſhould embrace every , 


opportunity to ſerve them; but obſerved, at the ſame time, 


that they muſt be ſenſible it would be difficult for me to take 


any ſtep officially, in behalf of either, and altogether impoſſi- 
ble in behalf of Madame La Fayette. This was admitted by 
her friend, who aſſured me, her only wiſh was, that LWould 
have her fituation in view, and render her, informally, what 
ſervices I might be able, without compromitting the credit of 
our government with this. I aſſured him ſhe might contide 
in this with certainty, and further, that in caſe any extremity 


was threatened, that I would go beyond that line and do eve- 
ry thing inzmy power, let the confequence be what it might to 


myſelf, to ſave her; with this ſhe was ſatisfied. She ſtill 


continues confined, nor do I think it probable the will be ſoon 
releaſed; I have affured her, that I would ſupply her with 


money and with whatever fhe wanted; but as yet, none has 
been accepted, though I think the will ſoon be compelled to 
avail herſelf of this reſource. | . e 

The caſe was different with Mr. Paine. He was actually 
1 Citizen of the United States, and of the United States only; 
for the revolution, which parted us from Great Britain, broke 


the allegiance, which was before due to the crown, of all thoſe . 


Tho took our fide. He was, of courſe, not a Britiſh ſubject, 


s, in my power, even by viſiting Algiers if it 


nor was he ſtrictly a citizen of France; for he came by inyis 
tation, for the temporary purpoſe of aſſiſting in the formation 
of their government only, and meant to withdraw to Ame- 
rica when that ſhould be completed: And what confirms this, 
is the act of convention itſelf arreſting him, by which he is de- 
clared to be a foreigner. Mr. Paine preſſed my interference. 
I told him I had hopes of getting him enlarged without it; but 
if I did interfere, it could only be by requeſting that he be tried 
in caſe there was any charge againſt him, and liberated in 
caſe there was none. This was admitted. His correſpon- 
dence with me is lengthy and intereſting, asd I may proba» 
bly be able hereafter to ſend you a copy of it. After ſome 
time had elapſed without producing any change in his favour, 
as he was preſſing and in ill-health, I finally reſolved to ad- 
dreſs the committee of general ſurety in his behalf, reſting 
my application wy” Ka. Le principle. My letter was deli- 
vered by my ſecretary, in the committee, to the Preſident; 
who aflared him he would communicate its contents imme- 
diately to the committee of public ſafety, and give me an an- 
ſwer as ſoon as poſſible. The conference took place accords 
ingly between the two committees, 2nd, as I preſume, on that 
night, or the ſucceeding day; for on the morning of the day: 
after, which was yeſterday, I was preſented by the ſecretary 
of the committee of general ſurety, . with an order for his 
enlargement, I forwarded it immediately to the Luxembourg; 
and had it carried into effect, and have the pleaſure now to 
add, that he is not only reſtored to the enjoyment of his-liber- 
77 but in good ſpirits. I ſend you a copy of my letter to 
the committee of general ſurety, and of their reply. 1 
Since my laſt the French have taken Coblentz, and ſome 
other poſt in its neighbourhood ; they have likewiſe taken 
Pampeluna, and broken the whole of the Spaniſh line through 
a conſiderable extent of country. About twenty ſtandards, - 
taken from the routed Spaniards, were preſented to the con- 
vention a few days paſt. * 
I likewiſe ſend in the encloſed papers, a decree reſpecting 
the Jacobins; by which all correſpondence between the 12 
ferent ſ>cietics is prohibited, as likewiſe is the preſenting a 
| So to the convention in their character as ſuch, witk 
ſome other reſtraints I do not at preſent recollect. * 
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* 175 From Mr. Monroe, to the Committee of Public Safety. 2 | 
= f 8 | | . s * N : 
16 | | 3 Paris, Other 18th, e 
E Drop the ſeveral ſubje on which I addreſſed you on 
Ws the 17th Fructidor (September 3d) viz. 'Theembargo of Bour- 


od deaux; the ſupplies rendered to the government of St. Do- 

mingo, and the departure by France from the 23d and 24th 
articles of the treaty of amity and commerce ſubſiſting be- 

tween the two Republics, I has but little to add at preſent. 

The two former were matters of account only, and could of 

courſe involve no topic for diſcuſſion between the committee 42 | 
and myſelf, I had only to aſk for fuch diſpatch in the adjuſt- F 
ment and payment, as the exigence of the parties and the cir- 

cumſtances of the Republic would admit of. Nor ſhall I add 

any thing upon the third point to change the principle upon 

which I reſted it. The committee will, therefore, be pleafed - * 

to decide upon each, under the conſiderations which have 

been already urged. as 8 

I likewiſe ſtated in that note, generally, the embarraſſment | | 
under which our commerce laboured in the ports of the Re- 9 
public. A general view was all I could then give: But the 
appointment of a conſul for this city has ſince enabled me to 

obtain a more circumſtantial and accurate ftatement on this | 

head. This officer has already examined it with great atten- Hh 
tion, and reported the reſult to me, a copy of which I now | | 
lay before you. It preſents to view a frightful picture of dif- 5 | 
hculties and loſſes, equally injurious to both countries, and | 
which, if ſuffered to continue, will unavoidabiy interrupt, for 

iken the time, the commercial intercourſe between them. I truſt, 


oh. herefore, the cauſes will be immediately removed, and ſui- | Fs 
1 3 auble remedies adopted; and in this I am the more confident, 
becauſe thoſe which would be deemed adequate will not, in 


any degree, interfere with the internal police or regulations of 
tine che country. SI Ne 
; F> I alſo ſuggeſted in my former note, that however neceſſary 

it might be for France to avail herſelf of agents in America at 
the preſent criſis, for the purchaſe and ſhipment of ſupplies 
hence here, it ſhould not be relied on as a principal reſouree., 
Ihe more attention I have ſince paid to this ſubject, the bet- 
ter ſatisfied J have been of the juſtice of that remark. I have, 
therefore, thought it my duty to add ſome further obſerva- 
tions on it, and which I now beg leave to ſubmit to your con- 
ideration in the annexed paper, EY 


(a } 


Tou will obſerve, the conſul has likewiſe pe in his 
report the caſes of many ſeamen and other perſons, citizens of 
the United States, taken at ſea or elſewhere, and who are now 
held as priſoners in confinement. I hope an order will be 
ifſued for their immediate enlargement; and, as it is poſſible 
many others may be in like fituation, that it may be made 46 
. comprehend all the citizens of the United States, not charged 

with any criminal offence againſt the laws of France, and of- 
which latter deſcription I hope there are none. The com- 


mittee will, I doubt not, defignate ſuch ſpecies of evidenee 
neceſſary to eſtabliſh the RP Seen in doubtful cafes, 
as it will be practicable for the parties. to furniſh. 
Permit me to requeſt an early decifion upon theſe ſabjeQs, 
that I may immediately communicate it to our government 
The Congreſs will commence its ſeſſion in a few weeks, and 
it is the duty of the Preſident to lay before that body, and at 
that time, the ſtate of public affairs; comprizimg, as the moſt 
| intereſting particular, the. conduct and diſpoſition of other nas 
tions towards the United States. Information upon theie 
points will of courſe be expected from me, and I ſhould be 
mortified not to he able to N as would be deemed fativ. 
factory. | 


| (Signed) 


JAMES MONROE, | 


POO Obſerwations 2 the note- of the 34 of arne ben 
the Americun Commercn. 


| Tur France will have occaſion, * may be 
the crop for the preſent year, for ſupplies of proviſion from 
foreign countries for the next, is certain. Theſe muſt be 
obtained from the neutral countries, and chiefly from the 
United States of America. It is important for her to-aſcer- 
tain how they ſhall be obtained, and brought into her youth 
with ap certainty and leaſt expenſe. 

There are but two poſſible ways- or modes by which theſe 
ſupplies or any others can be brought here, which are: : Firſt; by 
public exertion, or by agents in thoſe countries, whole duty 
it is to purchaſe the articles in demand, and fend them here 
on public account: And ſecondly, z by the enterprize of indi 
riduals. Both ſhall be * 
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Firſt, as to the certainty, and which: will, depend upon 
ompt putchafes, ſafe carriage and integrity of the agents. 
As ſoon as agents arrive in America, it will be known to 
e commereial intereſt in every quarter, When eyer they ap- 
ine ſub- agents, this will likewiſe, be knomn. When it 
tended to make purchaſes and ſhipments, this will be known, 
e movement of veſſels to take in gargoes will be obſerved. 
amediately a combination will be formed among the mer 
ants of = place, who will buy up all the flaur, Fe. with. 


s FN 85 


" view of taking an advantage of the emergence, and this 
we raiſe the price and ereate delay. A monopoly naturally 
25. volts the ſodiety againſt it, and this will add a new ſtimulus 

the otherwiſe futhciently active one of private intereſt, ta 
a eculate and rap upon theſe agents, and of courſe upon the 
Zn. barraſſments of their countrr. 
Ko But the' purchaſe js finally made and ſhipped for France 4 


e ſhips are at ſeaz the property belongs to France, and the 


1 ps, though American, give no protection, by the ancient 
nx of nations, hich is in force where not otherwiſe regu- 
dee by treaty, and of courſe with England, The cargo of 

be a veel Which ſhall be taken will be condemned; and 
* not many be taken? The movements of this agehcy will 


well known to the Britiſh adminiſtration, and it will be 
ployed to oqunteract it in the Purchaſe and upon the ſea. 
will be appriaed of the ports from whence ſhipments will be 
ule, and have veſſels of war ſtationed to- ſęize them. 

It is the nature of an agency to be at war with eyery other 


* 
ode of ſupply. The amount of its profits will depend upon 
N excluſion of every other; for every cargo which ſhall ar- 
07 e from another ſource, will take from it ſa much. It 
il, therefore, ſee witli jealouſy the commencement. of en- 
prizes of this kind, and deem eaeh in the degree a robbery. 
; be its own reſources It will fear that not only the amount 

* its profits will be diminiſhed, but that the funds upon 
* be lich any are to he made, will he erhauſted. It will, theres. 
the ee, diſcourage theſe 1 by hinting that the Repub- 
er- does not want them; that it has no money to pay fo 
orts em; that the eaptains and ſupercargoes are l- treated in 
Nene by delay, Ce. It will he the intereſt af the agency. to 
heſe Nuſh every other mode of ſupply, and it will aecompliſh it, 
by ess the wiſaſt precautions are uſod to prevent it. 
Juty Theſe latter obſeryations apply to the motive of - jntereſt. 
here , ſuppoſing the ageney diſpoſed-to diſcharge. the truſt ag 

ithfully as it could, making, at the ſame time, the 


jones tee e F f 
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it 15 presst that it was 3 of defrauding the public 
much as poſſible, without being detected. In that eaſe 
would have additional motives for difcouraging private ache 
turers ; becauſe as theſe would flock to the market and 
one againſt the dther, they would keep the- price at its prop 
level, and thus check its conduct, for if it charged «mg 
than they (allowing for the difference of the commiſſion) 
would of courſe be convicted of fraud. And if capable 
fraud, other and numerous temptations to ſeduction might 
counted. The chief agent would be known to the Britiſhal 
miniſtration. Suppoſe France in great diſtreſs for breada 
without any other reſource. The withholding it might bi 
on a criſis in her affairs, and which might terminate in 
arrangement that would applaud the agent for his perki 


Would he not be an object for the Britiſh adminiſtration 176 
2fil, and would it be proper that France and the Fre © 
Ravolation ſhould be thus made dependant on ay hel 
foreign countries. "og 
As to the comparative . there can be no queſt e 
upon that point. The commiſſion itſelf will be a conſidt 2 


ble thing, in addition to which the freight will be increaſe 5 
for if American veſſels are employed, the owners will cha n 
more on account of the hazard, than if there was none 
which would be the caſe if the-property was their own :N 
to repeat the increaſed price which would be demanded 
the agents, in conſequence of the combination among 
merchants, to take advantage of circumſtances which wal 
be known to them; nor to ſuggeſt that, under any proba 
modification, it would be the intereſt of the . to g 
the higheſt price poſſible. | 

| Beſides, funds muſt be raiſed dre to anſwer the d _ 
of theſe agents: Will it be in the ſea ports, in Paris, Hal r 
burgh, or fome other neutral town? The former, as here 1 4 
fore, will e Hot in a great meaſure declined; and if © ** 
latter is adopted, how will they be raiſed there? By the e 
portation of the productions or other commodities of the call 
try; incurring thereby the expenſe of double commithen 
ſtorage, the hazard of the ſea and of the enemy, together wil 
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the further inconvenience of overſtocking the market, - "one I 
raiſing, at the ſame time, ſuch town to grandeur, by MU pee 
it the entrepot of French proviſions, whilſt her own ve SS 


impoveriſhed ? | 
ivery thing that has been ſaid or can be faid againſt a chi 
dependence on agencies, forms an e in favour of « 


counnging the * proate trade Wl CTY 
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nd cheap. If France would regulat2 things ſo that the par- 
es bringing proviſions into her ports were paid immediate- 


rgoes would more frequently be taken of produ & ons, ma- wick 
factures and of prize goods... 


uch commences in a monopoly will be attended with all the. 
conveniencies which belong to monoplies in general, grea- 


countries whoſe citizens cannot ſend them ro market; 
ereas the preſent one is a monopoly of the neceſſaries of 


hoſe citizens can beſt ſupply them, and at a criſis of affairs 


| when of courſe it ſhould be moſt avoided. Whilſt on the 
er hand, the latter, which is a ſyſtem of free trade, will not 
y be free from theſe objeCtions, but enjoy ſome benefits 
ich are peculiar to it. It will leave commerce in the hands 
individuals and under the protection of the flags of both 
ntries. If it was made known that France would protect 
neutral commerce, the merchants would have a newen- 
ragement to enterprize, and the neutral powers would be 
re decifive in vindicating their own rights. The French 
g would be deemed the guardian of trade and the aſſerter 
the freedom of the ſeas. The American merchants would 
told it with pleaſure, becauſe they would find under its 
ner, not only the friendly welcome of their ally, but like- 
ca ſafety from the pirates of the ocean. If the demand in 
nce was great, it would be known in the United States, 
ole merchants would immediately ſupply the demand. And. 
was interrupted on the ſea by the veſſels of another power; 


| would it not rouſe the nation injured. to vindicate its 
ts and protect its own commerce ? 

nhappily, France has adopted a different policy towards. 
eretotore, Inſtead of encouraging individuals to. fupply 
market, ſhe has given them every poſſible diſcourage- 
t which could be deviſed. Inſtead of protec ding our. cm- 


calc ews that the ſupply by that mode might be nods. more ſure 


and diſpatched, ſhe; might command, it neceſſary, the 
hole produce of, America. Nor would it be neceſſary that 
e payment be always in ſpecie: On the contrary, return 


The above is a ſhort. ſkerch of the conveniencies and GA 
niencies which attend, the two modes of fupply. The one. 


x -expenſe, diſguſt. to all parties affected by it, Wc. Sr. 
th others which are peculiar to it: For other monopolies of 
reign trade, are confined toluxuries of little importance, and 


e in great demand here; to be obtained from countries 


en the failure may hazard every thing valuable to France, 


at would be the obvious effect of ſuch interruption ? Might 
France oppoſe it, and conduct the veſſels fate to her ports, 


- 
- 
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Hewes at ſea 810 leaving us to ſeek paste for tlie 150 is 
which were rendered us by other powers, ſhe has renden ti 


us like injuries, and thus embarraſſed our councils. But E p 

not too late to change this ſyſtem of policy. The Amerie: re 

have lamented it not more on their own account than' tliat Cc 
France. It has, as yet, left no unkind impreſſion ba | as 
and, if the neeeſſary regulations are Ned eum ed 

ſoon reſume its ordinary be * fe 


I do not, by this, object to the plan of mpfhigz bys agen di 
altogether : On the contrary, I deem it neceffary; becaple 


think it proper for France to avail herſelf at the prefent cn an 
of every refource within her reach. I only with, that it Wl 
not relied on as the fole one, and which it will certainly _ 
if the wiſeſt meafures are not adopted at home, to encou of 
the ordinary private trade, and to reſtri& and otherwife' gun the 
vgainf} any EN in the agency. * | . 
_ Ci 
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The Contmitter f Public web ta the aue 9 | 
27 the Unite Stgtes of America. a — 

| 0 


Wade z V. ene at N dy of 1 the Fall, ſpe 


5K Ottcher 25 1705 au 

has 

; Wi TEA receiyed your; letter of the 25th af this: moi libe 

with the pieces annexed. They merit our profound. au and 
tion: We will haſten. to examine the complaints which by 
therein expoſed, and we hope that the reſult of our delia 1 
tions will, be as ſatisfactory to your fellow citizens, as lil the 
formable-to the Principles of fraternity and attachment v thc 
8 always guided the meaſures of the government ot Pair 
French Republic towards its good 125 faithful de liber 

eil States of America. | be e 
Signed). EINE: _ 

N RI, TREILLARD 12 


„ 1 RICHARD, DELMAS. 


altar ca Monte, . een of Surete Genen 
| Paris, November If, 199% 


In all wah hide the ci tuo of the United States « 
mit chemſelxes to the Iain of che Krack has 


tates c 


publia 
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is their duty to obey che law, in cehiidethtion of the protec- 
tion which it gives, or otherwiſe ſubmit to its penalty. This 


prineiple is unque ſtionable ; it belongs to the nature of ſove- 


reignty, and can never be ſeparated from it. All that my 
countrymen thus circumſtanced have a right to claim of me 
as their repreſentative, is to ſee that they have Juſtice fender - 
ed them, according to the nature of the charge, and their of- 
fence, if they have committed any, by the tribunals whoſe” 
duty it is to take cognizance of it. Monat ut 

{ hope that few cafes will ever happen where the conduct of 
an American citizen will become the fabjed of difeuſhon here, 


before a criminal tribunal. In thoſe cafes which may hap- 
pen, if any do, I ſhall repoſe entire confidence in the juſtice 


of the tribunal, being well ſatisfied, that if any bias exiſted in 


the boſom of the judge, it would be in favour of my country- 
men. To haſten their trial before the judge, where one was 


deemed neceſſary, is, I am perſuaded, the only point upon 
which I ſhall ever feel or expreſs any folicitude; wh tg 

I ſhould not, at this preſent crifis, call your attention to any 
caſe of the kind, if I were not impelled by conſiderations of 
peculiar weight: Conſiderations which I know you will re- 
ſpect; becauſe every ſucceeding day more fully demonſtrates 
how thoroughly the whole French nation is devoted to the 
cauſe which gives birth to them. The great efforts which it 
has already made and is now making in favour of the public 
liberty, ſuthciently ſhews how highly it eftimates that bleſſing, 
and gratitude to thoſe who have Fred that cauſe is deemed 
by you inſeparable from a veneration for the cauſe itfelf. 


The-citizens of the United States can never look back to 


the era of their awn revolution, without remembering, with 
the ſe of other diſtinguiſhed: patriots, the name of Thomas 


Paine, The fervices he rendered them in their firuggle for 


liberty have made an impreſſion of gratitude which will never 
be eraſed, whilſt they continue to merit the character of a juſt 


and a generous.people. - He is now in priſon, languiſhing. ud. 


der a diſeaſe, and which muſt be increaſed by his confine. 
ment. Permit me then, to call your attention to his ſituation, 
and to require that you will haſten his trial in caſe there be 


any charge againſt him, and if there. be none, that you will | 


cauſe him to be ſet at liberty. 


* 


: 
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"The . je" 
From Mr. Monrve, to Mr. Chaumant: 


Paris, October 1815, 1994. 


I was lately adviſed by the Secretary of State, that 
the negociation of à treaty with Algiers had been committed 
to Colonel Humphreys, our miniſter at Liſbon; and that of 
courſe every movement having that object in view, mutt be 
conducted under his care. Your agency, if carried into effect, 


muſt of courſe be in that line. I give you this information, 


that in caſe you. wiſh to render your ſervices in that reſpect 
to the United States, you may communicate the ſame to Co- 
lonel Humphreys; who will, I doubt not, pay every attention 


to it, that a ſenſe of your merit and exiſting arrangements 


will allow of. I have alſo the pleaſure to inform you, that 


the Preſident has approved of the meaſures taken by Mr. 


Morris, and of the confidence repoſed in you by him, in re- 


lation to that object. | 
FN: 


Yrom Mr. Moxroe, ro THE SECRETARY OF STATE. 


5 Paris, — 20th, 1794. Ai 


SI, ä „5 


I was favoured about five weeks paſt with a letter from 


Mr. Gardoqui, miniſter of finance in Spain, incloſing one for 


Mr. Otto, formerly in America, and at preſent chief of à 


Bureau in the department of foreign affairs; mentioning the 
decline of his health, and requeſting my co-operation with 


Mr. Otto, in ſoliciting of this government, permiſſion for 


him to viſit certain baths within the Republic. This appli- 
cation ſurprized me: The ſeaſon I knew was too far advane- 
ed fot him to derive any benefit from the waters, and I Was 
not apprized that thoſe ſuggeſted were better than others 
within his reach: Beſides, Mr. Gardoqui and myſelf were, im 
conſequence of a colliſion on the much litigated queſtion of 
the Miſſiſippi, not on the beſt terms while in America; cer- 


tainly not on ſuch as to authorize an application of this kind 


to me. The diſguiſe was therefore too thin to hide from me 
the true object; I immediately inferred, that it was the body 
politic of Spain that was diſordered, and not the animal ons 


* 


- 
es 
9 


great 


| of Mr. Gardoqui. As I did not. with to become the inſtrument. 


8 E. 92-3 


of Spain in this huſineſs, or incur the ſlighteſt ſuſpicion of the 
kind, ſince I well knew it would beneſit Spain at the expenſe 
of the United States, I declined delivering his letter to Mr. 
Otto, or anſwering, for the time, that of Mr. Gardoqui to 
me. About three weeks afterwards, I received a ſecond 


letter, which confirmed me in the opinion firſt taken up, that 


the object was to open the door, through me, to the com- 
mencement of a negociation for peace. I found, therefore, 
that it became my duty to take ſome ſtep in regard to this bu - 
ſineſs, and was, in conſequence, reſolved to ſhape my courſe 
in ſuch manner as to make the incident, if poſſible, produc» 
tire of ſome good to the United States, if of none to Spain. 
When J reflected that we had interfering claims with Spain, 
as well in reſpect to the boundaries as the Miſſiſippi, and 
that we had a miniſter there negociating upon thoſe ports 3 
that the negociation was cloſed” without a fatisfaQtory adjuſt- 
ment, and that Spain was probably in concert with England, 
exciting the Indians againſt us, I was from theſe conſidera» 
tions inclined to deem this movement of Mr. Gardogui an 
inſidious one. I was the more ſo from the further confider- 
ation; that he had made this application to me without the 
knowledge of Mr. Short; through whom it ought to have been 
made, had the propoſition been a candid one, and founded 
on any claim of Spain upon the United States. I was, there- 
fore, the-more reſolved to ſuffer myſelf to be reſtrained by no 
unneceſſary and falſe motives of delicacy towards Mr. Gardo- 
qui, in the manner in which I ſhould treat the ſubject. 

I was perſuaded that a peace between France and Spain, at 
the preſent moment, whilſt our claims were unſettled, muſt 
be prejudicial to the United States. Such a peace would free 
Spain from a preſſure, which at preſent ſhakes her monarchy 
to the foundation. By continuing the war, it enables the 
United States, in caſe they ſhould take decifive meaſures, to . 
do what they pleaſe with that power. For it is not reaſona- 
ble to ſuppoſe, when the French troops are over- running a 
great part of Spain, and her whole force is exerted for her 
protection at home, that ſhe would be able to make a re- 
ſpectable oppoſition to any effort we might make on the other 
ſide of the Atlantic. But a peace with France would remove 
ſuch preſſure, and leave the Spaniſh government at liberty to 
act with its whole force againſt us. 1 Gs: 
I was likewiſe perſuaded, it was the intęreſt of France to 
have our accommodation in view, and to give her aid in for- 


parding our arrangement with Spain at the ſame time that the 


adjuſted her own; for if ſhe ſhould cloſe a peace with thay: 


' mittee,” with my free comments upon 
addreſſed itſelf through me, to infpire a diſtruſt in me, by 


ſituation with both thoſe powers, aſſuring them that we were 
delicacy and artifice of Mr. Gardoqui, in applying to me withs 
The communication was well received, and the buſineſs ters 
This was accordingly done in à letter which was: forwazded 
were diſtreſſed for funds, and was aſked, could any aid: bs 


C404 


wer whereby ſhe left it at liberty to act againſt us ſingly; o 
Lindy with. Fagiand, in caſe wk war with the wok 
would not only expoſe us to great and unneceſfary detrimenty 
but likewiſe hazard the probability of being drawn into i 
again, in caſe it ſhould take an adverſe courte in regard to us 
Upon full conſideration of all theſe circumſtances, F-thought 
it beſt to lay the letters of Mr. Gardoqui before the com- 
= I did ſo, and 
told them explicitly, that, in my opinion, it was the wiſh of 
the Spaniſh court to commence a negociation, and that it had 


creating a belief, that the United States were more friendly 
to Spain and Britain, than to France. I explained fully our 


threatened with a war from both. I alfo mentioned the in 


out the knowledge of our miniſter at that court z and reſtingit 
upon a ground of ancient friendi/hip, which never exiſted 0 
any great degree. I affured them, at the fame time, that if 
could be of any fervice in forwarding their wiſhes in regard 
to peace, in the preſent or any other inftance, it was the with 
of the United States I ſhould be, and would perſonally gius 
me great pleaſure to render it. I intimated alſu the dangers 
which would attend a peace between the Republic and Spam 
urileſs our differences ſhould be compromiſed at the ſame time, 


minated in an arrangement by which I Was to anſwer Mr, 
Gardoqui's letters, declining any agency in the buſineſs myſell 
adviſing him, at the fame time, ro-make his application direct 
(in caſe he continued indiſpoſed) to the committee, and from 
whom I was perſuaded, he would obtain a ſatis factory anfmen, 


about five days paſt. | | $65.1 

In the cloſe of this affair, I was invitert by the diploma 
members of the committee of public ſafety, to a conferensd 
upon a new topic, I was informed it was their intention 0 
preſs the war againſt England in particular; but that thay 


obtained from the United States ? I told them I was tatishedlsf 
it was in their power, it would be rendered; that I poſſaſtui 
no power on the ſubject, and could only adviſe of the pm 
bility, c. that, with their permiſſion, I would e 
fuch ideas as oceurred to me in reſpect to that point, and ups 


[73 1 


dent furniſhed me with a new opportunity of preſſing more 
oxcibly the propriety of their ſecuring for us the points in dif+ 


ſhould be made with thoſe powers. I ſend you a copy of the 
paper delivered to them to-day, and to which I have as yet re- 
eired no . é 7 AR DIY 
Whether France will make any arrangement upon this 
point with us, I cannot tell, en I mentioned in the 
ommittee the danger which menaced ns, of -a war with 
Britain and Spain, and aſked what reliance we might have on 
rance in ſuch event, I was anſwered, they ſhould confider 
urs as their own cauſe. No other arrangement can well be 
nade, than that ok lending money to France, if in our power; 
being underſtood that ſhe will ſecure at the time of 
er own peace, the complete recognition of our rights from 
ent, and without prolonging the war a moment, on ac 
ount, | 


oſe rights, the preſent is, of all others, the moſt ſuitable. 


eight of ſplendor; whilſt that of her enemies has declined 
the loweſt ſtate of depreſſion. Her armies are every where 
Wiumphant, whilſt theirs are every where routed and broken, 
pain makes no head againſt her; but is trying, as already 
dewn, to ſteal a peace in obſcurity: And Britain is, perhaps, 
nearly ag bad a ſituation. Maeſtricht has lately ſurrendered; 
hereby eight thouſand troops were yielded with about three 
ndred pieces of cannon, two hundred and fifty⸗ſeven of 
hich were braſs; with. other warlike ſtores and in great 
pundance. Nimeghen was likewiſe taken a few days after- 
ards, with conſiderable amount in ſtores; and, it is ſaid, that 
dmmotions are. taking place in five of the provinces, who 
we formally reſolved to diſmiſs the Stadtholder; reform the 


end nent by the republican ſtandard, and ally with France. 

i is muſt be felt in England and will probably excite diſtur- 
5 nce there. In any event it will e. ſuch effect, that if 
- erica ſtrikes the blow her own intereſt dictates, and which 


ery other conſideration prompts, it muſt be deciſive, and 
not ruinous to thee fortunes of that proud and inſolent na» 
n, will certainly ſecure us the bels we haye in view. 

If I hear further from the committee about the propoſition 
r 2 loan, &c. I will adviſe you of it by the French miniſter 


uſſion with England and Spain, at the time their own peace 


ritain and Spain, and which ſhe may eaſily do in wp Lage | 


On the other hand, if the United States ever mean to afſert 


homent. The fortune of France has riſen to the utmoſt - 


a0 leaves this in about five days. By the paper which I ſend, 
u will underſtand how far the point has been diſcuſſed, * 
L | ng = 


* 


_E$:3- 
the propriety in France to ſupport our dairiis agiift Brita 
and Spain; the opportunity for Whey 5 was furniſhed by my 
friend Mr. Gardoqui, and' you will ſoon be able to aſcertain 
from the miniſter, what his powers on that head are. 
Within a few days paſt; two deputies were appoitited'Y 
the committee of public ſafety, by conſent of the conyeatigh 
to ſome important truſt, but whoſe names and office are un 
known. It is ſuppoſed, they are commiſhotie to treat 
peace with ſome one of the powers, and which is moſt probs 
ble; but with which of the powers, or whether this is 
object are only matters of conjeCture. . + © kY 
I apprized you in a late letter, that I had written to Col 
nel Humphreys, and was endeavouring to concert with "Jin 
if poſſible, the mode by which the aid of this government, | 
diſpoſed to grant it (and which I preſume to be the caſe) mi 
be given him in the negotiation. with Algiers. © As yeh] 
have not heard from him. As ſoon as I do, provided 1 f 
neceſſary, I will apply for the ſupport contempaned . Pren 
ous to this it will be improper.  'Touching this ſubject, 1 fe 

ou a propoſition from the government of Malta, preſents 
by its 1 d'affaĩres here, to be forwarded for your "coll 
deration. You will give me, for that government, ſuen 
ſwer as ſhall, be deemed thitable, 4 CT 00 IR 
Within a few days paſt, the hall of the Jacobins was f 
up by order of the convention. That body was conſtantly 
work to undermine and-impair.the regular and conftitul 
authority of the goyetnment. Moderate meaſures to oh 
its enormities were found only a ſtimulus to greater excel 
This laſt ſtep was therefore taken, and there is reaſon to it 
its diſperſed members will ſtill continue to provoke, by fa 
raſh meaſure, the indignation of the convention, to luel 
height, as to bring upon them a degree of ſeverity it were 
ter to avoid. Within a few days paſtalſo, the commilkon} 
whom was referred the charge againſt Carrier, formerly 
preſentative at Nantes, has reported thete - was groundy 
accuſation 3 and to-day, it is believed, the convention 
approve the report, and conſign him over to the revolutions 
trivunal, who will, with equal certainty, and with the gab 
ral plaudit of the nation, doom him to the guillotine. +, 


: 


* 10 


* 
* 1 e 
. "= 4 Lf 14 


[07 


— 


"Brita 


| by ay e | 53 
F Novenber 130h, 1794. 

1 5 ln. 2 b an Con "0! 
tet e 7 xEcEIvED ſome Weeks paſt, A 255 from Mr. Gar- 
\veation qui, miniſter of the Spaniſh finances, incloſing one to my 


re for Mr. Otto, then in the department of foreign affairs, 


Are un. a A en 8 En at tis BD. | 
treat ueſſing me to preſent it to him. As 1 did not wiſh to be 


e channel of communication from Mr. Gardogui to an? Cl- 
en of France, whatever might be its object, and Whether 

a private or public nature, I reſolved,” neither to deliver 
letter, nor give an anſwer for the time, to that which was 


ot proby 
i 


to Col 


vith ede to me. And I was the more inclined to this, from, | 
nment, Wi perſuaſion, that, if A lay: nature, che delay could bz 
ela , pri, apdreſpectally 
As yet, Who" an intereſting ſubject, that when it was found I at- 
d ah ded only to the concerns of my own country, and did not 
1. Prei to interfere in thoſe of Spain, that he would take ſome 
ect, ere more direct for the attainment of the object in view. 
preſent {ome weeks had now elapſed, I took it for granted, that 
our coll; vas the cafe. In this, howeyerx, I have been difappoint= 


for I was favoured within a few days paſt with a ſecond 
er from Mr. Gardoqui, in which he enters more fully into 


„ ſuck it 


18 4 object of the firſt communication. Finding, therefore, 
,nſtantly t he {till addreſſed himſelf to me, notwithſtanding the diſ- 


conſtitiragement already given, I deemed it neceſſary, not only to 
s to che 
er e 
on to fe 


likewiſe to adopt, 1 
r had I much difficulty in ei 


„ſome plan in regard to it. 
er reſpect; for when J re- 


e, by U <<i<d that he was a miniſter of Spain, and obſerved that 
+6 ſack letters, as well that to Mr. Otto, and which have ſince 
it were lined, as thoſe to me, expreſſed only a with to be admit- 
mmilhen vithin the government of France, to attend ſome: baths, 
orm Would nor but conclude, that this was the oltenſible mo- 

ground WE whilſt ſome other in reality exiſted. And-in this I am the 
cation e confirmed from a recollection of the relation in which 
evolution Gardoqui and myſelf formerly ſtood in America, to each 


er, and which, on account of my ſtroug oppoſition in the 
greſs to his propoſition for ſecluding the Miſſiſippi, was 
the moſt amicable one. From that conſideration, I do 
think he would ſolicit a correſpondence with me for a 
ing object. What other then muſt be the motive? In my 
gment, there can be none other than the hope of thereby 
ning the door:for the commencement of a negociation for 


th the ge 
ne. 21 


. bo , 


+. Brom Ar. Monroes to the Committe g Public Safety. __ 


mine more attentively the object of this communication, 


— —— — 


peace, and that the Spaniſh court has availed itſelf of th 
mode of making that wiſh known to you. ; 

Preſuming * that this was in truth the object, it n 
rained for me only to decide what courſe I ſhould tabe i 
regard to Mr. Gardoqui's communications z nor could 
heſitate long upon this point; for I well knew it was of ml 
portance to, you to become acquainted with the ceo | 
of other powers towards the French Republic. I hall 
therefore deemed it conſiſtent with that ſincere friendf 
which the United States bear towards you, and the inter 
they take as your ally in whatever concerns your welfare, 
well as with that candour which I mean to obſerve in all 
tranſactions, to lay the letters before you; knowing thi 
contents you will be enabled to determine how. to act m1 
gard to 55 8 As it reſpects the United States who 
ſerve, o myſelf perſonally, it can be of no importance to 
to be acquainted with the reſult; ſince I doubt not, that uni 
the wiſe councils of the Republic, the revolution will pra 
to a happy cloſe: But permit me to aſſure you, that if Tan 
of any ſervice to the French Republic, in regard to the 
ſwer to be given to this communication, it will give met 
higheſt ſatisfaction to render it. 5 


From Mr. De Gardoqui, to Mr. Monroe. 1 
Madrid, September gth, 179k 

JJV bt 

BeinG informed of your arrival at Paris, with! 

character of miniſter from the United States, I beg lea 
renew you our old friendſhip in America, and congratul 
you on your ſafe arrival, where I ſincerely wiſh you all n 
ner of happineſs. Permit. me, dear fir, to trouble you n 
the encloſed letter for my friend Mr. John Otto, whom + 
knew in New-York, as charge d'affaires from France n 
learn by Mr. Short, that he is in Paris, and it regards 
run ann per it comes to his hands ſafely. Should 
10wever, be abſent, I ſhould be glad you would open 
and ſhould be extremely obliged to you, if you could prod 
me the contents, which I hope will be the means of re- 
bliſhing my health, | 

Excuſe me, Dear Sir, the liberty I take in giving i + 
this trouble, and if in my public or private character I by 


— 


elf of a 


tO 4. 


woke your any ſervice, you may freely command. My beſt 
reſpects to your worthy. Mrs. 1 and to Mr. Jay, if 


ect, it u e = . . 
uld takei N 1, 20h & Wa „ 
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| friend li g 1 
the inter EY 1 e ** October, 1794: 


welfare, 

e in alli ur nA a 1 * 8 
wing - On the oth ultimo; 1 did. my vlelf the dener of wri- 
0 A „ incloſing a lettet for our fiend Mr. John Otto, in. 
es 0 ing you 1 begged he would procure me a” permiſſion from the 
ance io french government, to drink the waters of Bagneres de 
, that 8 Luzon, fr a fortnight, my health being very much impaired. 
vill Drogn by the conſtant attention of my miniſtry of finances: This let- 
t if 705 ter went through the hands 01. the commander of the French 
1 to the army, on-the frontiers of Catalogne; but am uncertain whe- 
ge mne g ther it came to your hands, and am ſorry for it, as my health 


declines, and would be extremely obliged if you could help 
me to get ſuch a permiſſion. 
* I have a further favour to aſk of you, my dear Sir; it is, 
. 9m that yau would endeavour to procure the releaſe of a parti- 
cular friend of mine, Colonelof the militia regiment of Ecija, 
whoſe name is Don Antonio Alcala Galiano, who was made 
priſoner in the garriſon of Bellegarde; he is a man of honour, 
and will by no means forfeit his word z ſhould you therefore 
be able to get his releaſe, on parole, or in à way that he 
may agree to, I ſhall eſteem it in the higheſt degree; if at the 
ſame time he ſhould require any money aſſiſtance, I beg you 
would deliver him, aſſured of his receipt being ds 
paid by. me with any erpence that r be at on account 
of thoſe troubles. ; 
Pardon me the liberty IJ have taken, and believe me, that I 
ſhall think myſelf happy whenever I receive a cher, your 
friendly commands; 1 with ſincere * and 


Tours, Sc. 
Gigned) | ' JAMES 3 


Pray, endeavour to get my permiſſion ; for you know me. 


too well not to afſure the government that I am not a man to 
be ſuſpected ob.” | 


Ta 'J * 8 } 
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12 | „ 1e 
| I Have been favoured with your two letters lately, 
and can aſſure you that the dae ſhould otherwiſe have 
derived from a renewal of our former acquaintance, was ſen» 
ſibly diminiſhed by the information they contained of the 
decline of your health: And I am ſorry to add, that conſider- 
ations of peculiar delicacy. render it impoſſible for me to 


take that part, in the means neceſſary in your N for 


its reſtoration, you have been pleaſed to deſire. You will 
naturally infer what theſe are, without my TE into them, 
and aſcribe to theſe, and theſe only, my not aiding you in 
that requeſt. I beg of you, however, to make your applica- 
tion to the committee of public ſafety, directly, and from 
whom I doubt not you will readily obtain an anſwer, which 
will be ſatisfactory to you; for I am well convinced, that the 
circumſtance of ati exiſting war will form no obſtacle t 
your admiſſion into the country, upon an occaſion ſo-intereſts 
ing to yourſelf. - Be aſſured, if the officer, your friend, whom 
you ſpeak of, falls within my reach, I will be happy to ren» 
der him any ſervice in my power, being well ſatisfied of tus 
merit from your recommendation. © . a 


From Mr. Monroe, to Colonel Humphreys, Liſbon. :*. 
| 2 . ( | "7 
Paris, November 11, 1794. 


„ DS aL i 
I avs lately received a letter from the Secretaryiof 


State, mentioning that the power to treat with the regency 


of Algiers was committed to you, and that the aid of this 
Republic if attainable muſt be thrown into that line. I was 
likewiſe appriſed by Mr. Morris, of ſome meaſures taken by 
him in concert with the government here, relative to that 
object, but which were unconnected with you. As I have 
reaſon to think you poſſeſs powers, flowing from the -laſl 
ſeſſion of Congreſs, I think it poſſible you have already pro» 
greſſed in the buſineſs, and therefore that the aid of this 
government will be uſeleſs. But if you have not, how ſhall 
a co-operation be concerted, ſuppoſing this government diſpo- 
ſed to enter into it? Will it not be neceſſary for you to 
come into ſome part of France, and depart thence with 
ſome agent from her ? Your thoughts upon this head will be 
uſeful ; but until I know the ſtate of the buſineſs in 'your 


, 


K. 5» 1. 


encils of this Republic en the ſubject. 1 therefore hope 


F. hear from you on it as foon as poſſible.” 
lately, * e 4 ms 4 NOT We ; (3. £44 ew, > ; 

2 2 From Mr. Liben, . Chargs I Afaires, of Malta, to. Mr. Monroe, 
of « D339; | Sy Ag © ' | 
nſider- | er d en oo 236 
me to Tun Charge d' Affaires of Malta, has the honour to 
ent for ommunicate to Mr. Monroe, miniſter plenipotentiary of the 
du will nited States of America, the annexed reflectiomt, and to 

> them, equeſt that he will be pleaſed to weigh them in his mind, and- 
you in ie him frankly the teſult. 8 r 
Fe Mr. Cibon ſeizes this occaſion to renew to Mr. Monroe an 


which f &c; y 1 , ” 9 2 
" P 9 9 « , ; 0 : 
hat the If there are nations who by their poſition, their induſtry, 


cle to nd their courage, become naturally oppoſed to, and rivals 
ntereſt⸗ f, each other; 15 there are other nations, who with as much 
whom ourage and induſtry, feel a motive to eſteem, approach, 
to fem nd unite together, to increaſe their mutual proſpetity, and 
| of his Bi, render themſclves teciprocally happy, by a continual ex- 
bange of attentions, regards, and ſervices. 
by. The United States of America and the ifland of Malta, 
ichſtanding the diſtance which ſeparates them, do not 
1 ppear to be leſs bound to cultivate a cloſe and friendly union 


between them, by motives of intereſt, than they are by thoſe 
f > berievoledit wmity- 0 2, T9 k 
It is principally towards the Mediterranean, that the Ame- 
can failors, guided by cheir induſtry, preſent themſelves in 
xt numbers, forgetting the danger to which they are ex- 


mean, between Africa and Sicily, offers by its pofition to 
ll navigators,” an aſylum, proviſions and ſuccour of every 


ommerce to find upon this ſtormy fea, fine ports, proviſions, 
nd even protection againſt the Algerine pirates. | 

In . e for theſe ſuccours and protection, by means 
whereof the ee veſſels might navigate the Mediterra- 
an freely and without inquietude, would the United 
ftates conſent to grant, in full right, to the order of Malta, 
ome lands in America, in ſuch quantity as might be agreed 
dn between the two governments, placing ſuch lands under the 


ids, it will be uſeleſs and improper for me to e 


ſſurance of che reſpect and attachment with which he 


oſed, of becoming 4 prey to the Algerine corſairs who cover 
The iſland of Malta, placed in the centre of the Mediter-" 


ind. Of what importance would it not be for the American 


FE 8 3} 


immediate protection and ſafeguard of the American lo 
Thus, oP commerce of the United States would 9 in 
the Mediterranean ports to ſecure it from ſtorms, and reh 
ſels of war to protect it againſt the pirates of Algiers; i 
exchange for which, Malta would poſſeſs in America pro- 
perty granted forever, protected by the United, States, and 
. 1 r in a. manner ng moſt ſolid: * 


From 1 r. es, to the + Chargs 1 Afaires of 2 
Paris, 22nd November, 1794. 


qt HAYE received with great | pleaſure the con 
tions you were pleaſed to preſent to me; pointing out the 
mode by which the United States of America and the iſle q 
Malta may be ſerviceable to each other... It is the duty;d 
nations to cultivate, by every means in their power, chat 
relations E between them, which admit of reciproꝶi 
good 0 ffices, and I am perſuaded the United States; wil 
| omit no opportunity which. may occur to teſtify that Gigs 
ſition towards the. iſland of Malta, 
The Americans have, it is true, KA whe already, grex 
injury from the. Algerines, and it is their intention to adopt 
ſuch meaſures as ſhall prevent the like in future. Th 
iſland of Malta, by its fituation and maritime ſtrength, poſſe 
the means of yielding that. protection, and your ſuggeſtion 


on that ſubje&t merits, in my opinion, the ſerious conſideratial 


of our government, to whom I have already tranſmitted it 

The United States poſſeſs at preſent extenſive, and ven 
valuable vacant territory. It is their intention to diſpoſe of iti 
ſale; by which, however, the right of ſoul only will be cot 
veyed; the juriſdiction. ſtill remaining with them, The g 
vernment; too of ſuch territory is already preſcribed; It mull 
be elective or republican, and forming a part of the exiſtinf 
national ſyſtem. I have thought proper to add this informs 
tion, that you 4 know the powers of our government it 
relation to this object. Permit me to aſſure you, that @ 
ſoon as I ſhall be inſtructed thereon, I vill e 
communicate the ſame to you. 


004 


| (- Us ) 
loyalty? rom the isi. of the Republic of Geneva, to the Miniſter Pie 
| And 088 - eren tiary of the United States of Americe. 


and ve; | 3 
piers; i | Paris, 29 Frudtidery, od Year of the Republic. | 
rica pro- | | 


ah { September 15th, 1794.) 
ets Wh C1T1ZEN MINISTER, $ : 8 2 


I 3AvE the honor to inform you, thatghe government 
Geneva, upon receiving intelligence ſo flattering to out 
public, of -what paſſed in the fitting of the National Con- 
ntion, of the 6th of Fructidor, has fuſpended in its own 
unieipal houſe, in ſign of joy and harmony, three colours 


„* ilar to thoſe. which float together in the fall of ths: con- 
out ntion; and that theſe united emblems of three Repnbſics 


ve excited with us univerſat applauſe. 


_ The Republic of Geneva, will hear with fincere pleaſure 
er ul: the United States of America, inftruftehy you of thi 
m ent, have received favourably this teſtimony of fraternity. 


n the organ of theſe ſentiments to Far 9 
) 


un Mr. Monroe, to the Minifter of the Republic of Genevay 
nf Paris. 7 

Cra 1 VSA, | F 2 2 

1 nav received, with great ſatisfaction, the nocount 

u have been pleaſed to render me of the generous impreſi 

n which the ſuſpenſion of the flags of che three Republics 


e exiſting America, France and Geneva, in che hall of the national 
s infomewention, has excited in the breaſts of your countrymen. 
rnment ue ſtandards of Republics ſhould always be ranged toge“ 


r; and I am perfectly ſatisfied, that this event will be re- 


pited States, to whom I ſhall communicate it. 1 beg of 
u, citizen miniſter, to be aſſured of the ſolieitudęe Which 
government and of America feel for the Freedgyn; 
lperity and happineſs of the Republic of Geneva, and of 
pleaſure with which I ſhall at all times become the inſtru- 
ut of the maſt intimate and friendly communications be- 
cen , | 3f7is 2 


. 
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red with equal joy by the government and citizens of the 


— — 


points for us and without any difficulty, but with Spain wi 


( 82 ) 
Ol/ervations ſubmitted io the conſederatian of the Diphmetic Me 


bers of the Committee of Public Safety, a 
Ir is the wiſh of the French Republic to obtain by I. 
loan, a ſum of money from the United States of Americy 2 
to enable it to proſecute the war. | $ 
This is to be expected from three ſources ; the general gulf . 
vernment, the ſtate governments, and from individuals. 8 Jt 
The French cauſe and the French nation are greatly regard 7 
ed in America, and I am perſuaded ſome money may be q. 
tained, and perhaps a very reſpectable ſum, from the thre 81 
ſources above mentioned. For this purpoſe the miniſter ſuoii ©" 
oſſeſs power to make loans from either of the above parti ©'-* 
and to give ſuch ſecurity as the republic ſhall deem ſuitable, Ws 
The committee, howerer, ſhould adycrt to the ſituation ! T 
the United States in regard to England and Spain. Bat 
thoſe countries have encroached upon our rights; the « to ET 
holding the weſtern poſts, in violation of the treaty of pen Nur 
of 1783, whereby ſhe harraſſes our frontiers, by means d 
the Indians; and the other, by ſhutting the Miſſiſippi, al ...., 
likewiſe exciting the Indians againſt us to the ſouth ; Soi 
the United States are in a kind of hoſtility with both powen 
There is likewiſe reaſon to believe, that a convention ſubbll . 
between Britain and Spain, defenſive and probably - offenly 
againſt us, in ſupport of their reſpective claims, | 
In this ſituation would it be proper for France to malt 11 du 
peace with either of thoſ powers, whilſt our claims wal "Th, 
unſettled with either, and whilſt both encroach on our tem 2 0 
tory? Would it not leave thoſe powers free to attack us. 2 
nited, and, in that fituatien, would not France be forced agi pl tre; 
to embark in the war, or tamely look on and ſee our diſmen ar 
berment ? Could the republic, in ſhort, deem its own pes ; © ind 
ſecure or durable whilſt theſe points remained unſettled be orth i 
ween the United States and thoſe powers, and ſhould it et © 
therefore ſeek an adjuſtment of the whole at the ſame time: encloſe 
I haye ſuggeſted theſe conſiderations in the hope that gult, t. 
committee will give the miniſter about to depart for Amen 78 
full power in relation thereto, and in the confidence that al J liſt 
tisfactory aſſurance on that head would greatly facilitate y Ar. 
object of the loan ; for if the United States were aſſured t ol the 
they would have no occaſion for their own reſources to ſupp me 
a war againſt thoſe powers, it would of courſe be more in tht * tl 
power to lend them to the French republic. ne am 
It muſt be obvious that France may not only ſecure th able tc 


oecaſion 


(- 33- ) 


Ma ever elſe ſhe pleaſed ; for I am perſuaded that the Spaniſh mo- 

| narchy would even agree to open tie iſlands to the world and 
15 perhaps even South America to end a war, which endangers 
2 I the crown it{elf. 


9 The mode would be by inſinuating to both thoſe powers, 
when France commenced her negeciation, that they muſt alſo 
adjuſt at the ſame time their differences with the United 
States. : 
The ſum which might be raiſed in America from the diffe- 
rent ſources above mentioned, upon an aſſurance oi this kind, 
would, in my judgment, be conſiderable. In any event, how- 
ever, I ſhall be happy to give the miniiter about to depart e- 
very information and aid in my power, in forwarding the ob- 
ject in view. ores . 
[ ſubmit to you, however. whether it would not be proper 
to enable me in my letters on that ſubject, to declare what 
your ſenſe is upon theſe points. | * 


Jrem the Secretary of State of the United States, to Mr. Monroe, 


Philadelphia, September 25, 1794. 
, SR, ES | 


Mr letter of the. 3oth July laſt, having been repeated 
by duplicate, I ſhall only recommend to your particular and 
immediate attention the ſubjects of it. 

The ſpoliations and vexations which are imputable to the 
French cruiſers, and among them the injuries to our rights 
d treaty, in the caſe of the ſhip Laurens, together with the 
eeere effects of the embargo at Bourdeaux, have excited, in 
the individuals intereſted, a flame, which now and then burſts 
forth in violent expreſſions, and which you therefore cannot 


1 3+.0 quiet too ſoon by a proper adjuſtment. You will find in the 
1 encloſed copy of Mr. Fauchet's letter to me, of the iſt Au- 
chat U ust, the ſtrong aſſurances which he has given on this head. 
* Another collection of depredation papers, conformable with 

i . the liſt which accompanies them, is placed under the care 
ate't of Mr. Boland, who goes to ſeek compenſation on account 
"ed of the ſhip Fame. It is a ſtrong caſe, and will back your 
Tupp temonſtrances, howſoever pointed they may be. I do not 


in the ate the minutiz, as his documents ſpeak explicitly, and 
he himſelf will be on the ſpot, ready for further explanation. 
e the} There is nothing in which you can render yourſelf ſo accep- 
| table to an important part of our community as on theſe 


oecaſions. Indeed I flatter myſelf with the expeQation of 


* 


G 
ö bearing thortly of confidetable advances towards fiat fuccef i wii 
if on your part. SD | | we Sti! 
Mr. James Andetfofi has been kighly recommended, au Set 
nis letters have ſhewn him to deſerve ſome degree of note bee 
from our government. He was net fuggeſted to the Preſ. req; 
dent in the late appointment of French confuls; becaufe abo 
[+ 38 preſumed from ſome information, which was receive real 
| | that the places for which conſuls were deſignated at the hill litia 


ſeſſion, were not fuitable to Eis views. You will therefore cert 

take the carlieſt opportunity of inquiring into his charaQ_ the 

and teſpectability, and inform us. . | forc 

A claim of Mr. Cruger is alſo forwarded to you, in orde hav: 

F that you may purſue the ſame meaſures relative to it, as Wl for 
P the others of a ſimilar kind. fow 
| Mr. Boland has promiſed to deliver to you your quota dM rang 
newipapers. From the beginning of Auguſt to this ea vous 

they contain the late intereſting tranſactions of the foul prin 

weſtern counties of Pennſylvania. Theſe would have beef pape 

- coramunicated to you, as they aroſe, if conveyances wil ſent: 

France were net of all others the molt difficult to be obtain and 

cd, You will recollect the murmurs which have long p their 

vailed there againſt the exciſe. At length, the houſe of Goal Nate 

| feral Neville, the inſpector, was attacked by a large party a to ju 
f armed men in the day, and burnt to the ground, togethe who 
. Keith moſt; if not all, the out-houſes. Foreſeeing that were 

vernment could not be inattentive, and mixing * Yar ſo mi ofen 

een views of ambition and perſonal aggrandizemen i ſtate 

the leaders, to render themſelves formidable, contrived the i 

give an appearance of an univerfal commotion, and affori i not « 

tion of ſentiment. A lage body appeared in arms on Brad Tt! 

aock's field, and appointed the 14th of Auguſt for the met Thro 

ing of deputies from all the townſhips at Parkinſon's fen grace 

Inviting the Virginia counties to fend deputies alſo. ' TW prod: 

Preſident diſpatched ſenator Rofs, judge Yates, and our fylan 

torney-general Bradford, as commiſſioners; having firlt rely militi 

quired 12500 militia to be held in feadineſs, in certain prog call o 

portions, in New Terſey, Pennſylvania, Maryland and Vu chuſia 

Einla. A committee of the infurgents were nominated wy ble ti 

corifer with them, and to report to a ſecond meeting, to march 

held at Redſtone at a later Ay Our commiſſioners unanſ warric 

mouſly prevailed upon thoſe with Whom they conferred, WI Demo 

agree to urge the people to peace. But the Redſtone apiniouli the in 

were not To propiticus as thoſe of Parkinſon's Ferry, TW they a 

people there aſſembled were diflatisfied with the cordudt all quenc 


the former commüttec of conference, and appointed anethen ment 


(#5 ) 
which, ke the former, were unanimous for acquieſeenee. 
Still the people themſelves were to be confulted, and the 11th 
September fixed for the taking of their votes. 'The refult has 
been; that every leading man has ſubferibed to the terms 
required by tlie commiſſioners; that near three thoufand men 
above the age of ſixteen have ſubmitted ; that there is b 
real danger of an oppoſition in the field. However, the mi- 
ltia hawng been on their march for ſome time, and it being 


certain, that although open reſiſtance will not be found, 


the laws cannot be executed unleſs ſome degree of military 
force be at hand to fuppert the officers, their movements 
have not been countermanded. The command is intended 


for governor Lee of Virginia; but the Preſident goes en 2 


towards Carhile n Monday; where, after every proper ar- 
rangement of the troops deſtined to that place of rendez- 


vous, be. will deeide whether to proceed or return. The 
principal infotmation, which is to be procured from the newi- 


papers, will be the firſt and fecond proclamation, the repre- 
ſentation of the Secretary of the Treaſury to the Preſident, 
and the proceedings of the commiſſioners. In a day or two 
their report will be concluded; which will condenfe the whole 
ſtate of this buſineſs into a ſmall compaſs. I have not advertad 
to judge McKean and general Irvine, two ſtate commiſſtoners, 
who went upon the fame expedition; becaufe their functions 
were neceſſarily limited to the mere at&t of pardon, the great 
offences being againſt the United States, not the individual 
ſtate of Pennſylvania. However, you may be affured, that 
the inſurtection will very quickly be ſubdued; and you can- 
not err in any political calculation builtgn this event. | 
The ſpirit which the ſtates have manifeſted is aſtoniſhing. 
Throughout Virginia, to favour the infargents wontd be dit- 
grace, and actual perfonal danger. Some of their emiſſaries 
produced 4 momentary diſturbance in Fredericktown, in Ma- 


tyland, but it was ſoon hufhed by the rapid approach of the 


militta. In Pennſylvania, from fome miſmanagement, the 
call of the militia was not! haſtily obeyed. Hut fack an er- 
thuſiaſm has now grown up and been. raging for a conſidera- 
ble time, that the very Quakers have entered the ranks and 
marched to Pittſburg.New- Jerſey ſeems to be a nurſery of 
warriors, determined to ſupport the conſtitution, Even the 
Democratic ſocieties have launched out into a reprobation of 
the inſurgents. All theſe circumſtances combined, while 
they afford an ample range for ſpeculation on the remote conſe- 
quences, furniſh a conviction, that the energy of the govera- 
ment is, and will be, greatly encreaſgd. 


. a hatred againſt the 


(86 } 


J ſuſpect, that Europe will reſound with the idle clamotrg 
which circulate here; that the yellow fever has again appear. 
ed in Philadelphia, Baltimore and New-York z and that qua- 
rantine will be again inflicted on our veſſels. But the general 
and ſincere opinion is, that if there be any examples of it with. 
in the city, they are too paltry to alarm even the old women 
or children. 1 

zy anxiety to hear from you is multiplied tenfold by my 
knowledge, that all the ſentiments of Mr. Fauchet were de. mi 
poſited in the memory of Mr. Le Blane, and not committed pre 
to writing. That which could not be hazarded upon the wi 
poilibility of detection mult be of an important caſt, One of! 
thing only is certain , that he ſuppoſes a Britiſh tendency to cit 


prevail in ſome members of our government, and that the like 
{uppolition is a copious theme with him. You are poſſeſſel i to. 
of all the means of confronting this idea. You know how Mr. rafl 


Fay is reftrifed: And I muſt acknowledge to you, that not cou 
withſtanaing all the pompous expectations, announced in the wh 
gazettes, of compenſation to the merchants, the proſpect d for 


it is, in my judgment, illuſory z and I do not entertain the pul 


mott diſtant hope of the ſurrender of the Weſtern Poſts. Thu und 


the old exaſperations continue; and new ones are daily added. the 
Judge then how indiſpenſible it is, that you ſhould keep the bee: 
French Republic in good humour with us. 8 part 

Spain has, by a conduct ſimilar to that of Great Britain tower 
wards us, impoſed the neceſſity of ſending an envoy extraot- I 


dinary thither alſo : For the negociation is at a ſtand, on the nine 
moſt unaccountable pretexts. My conviction is firm, that cheſ 
the courts of "LY 8 London are cordial in nothing bu our 
nited States, and a determination to har- WF pow 

raſs them through the Indians. In r. 
If, however, a report, which has eome many ways, be true, fhou 
that General Wayne, on the 20th Auguſt, left between one or ſr 
hundred and fifty and three hundred Indians dead, on the gard 
field ncar the Rapids of the Miami, their exultation might take: 
have fallen, and they will ſoon be ſick of war. 


1 am, Wc . ; 
EDM. RANDOLPH) 


Secretary of State 


Stake. 
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L No. VII. J 
From Mr. Monroe, To THE SECRETARY OF STATE, 


Paris, December ad, 1794. 
SIR, 


I navx at length obtained an anſwer from the com- 
mittee of public ſafety, to the ſeveral propoſitions heretofore 
preſented before it, in an arrete of the 18th ultimo; and 
which I now tranſmit to you. By this arrete the commiſſion 
of marine is ordered to adjuſt the amount due to ſuch of our 
citizens as were injured by the embargo of Bordeaux, and 
likewiſe to ſuch others as how claims for ſupplies rendered 
to the government of St. Domingo. By it alſo many embar- 
raſſments which impeded the direct trade between the two 
eountries are removed: The arbitrary rule of con: raband, 
which authorized the ſeizure of our veſſels laden with provi- 
kons deſtined for other countries, is done away; and the ſti- 
pulation of the treaty of commerce which gives free paſſage 
under our flag to the ſubjects of any of the powers at war with 


the Republic, is likewiſe inforced. In ſhort, every thing has 


been conceded that was deſired, except the execution of that 
part of the treaty which gave freedom to goods in ſhips that 
were fo, 815 1 iet 

I have, in conſequence, notified to the commiſſion of ma- 
nine, that I had empowered Mr. Skipwith to take charge of 
theſe claims, and attend their adjuſtment - on the part of 
our Citizens, and I ſhall continue to give every aid in my 
power to obtain for them the juſtice to which they are intitled. 
la reſpe& to the liquidation, unleſs, indeed, ſome difhculty 
fhould ariſe, as to the mode of payment; whether in aſſignats, 
or ſpecie, I preſume all difliculty is at an end. But in re- 
gard to the payment, I think it probable, unleſs aſſignats are 
taken, and which are now depreciated, further delay will be 
defired, owing to the great expenditures of the government 
at this very important crifis of its affairs. Upon this, how- 
ever, I ſhall be able to give you more correct information in 
my next. 6 1 

If the treaty could have been carried into effect, by general 
agreement, I ſhould have deemed it a fortunate thing; be» 
cauſe it would have ſecured our commerce hereafter from the 
ways. of vexation, and upon any pretext whatever, by the 

rench cruiſers ; and becauſe it would have ranged thy 


(: WP; ) 


French Republic, at an important period of its affairs, on the 
ſide of a principle founded in benevolence and neceſſary to the 


freedom of the high ſcas.* But as connected with other con- 


ſiderations more immediately applicable to ourſelves; and e- 
pecially, if the hope of forcing it upon other nations, as a law, 
is abandoned, I have deemed it of but little conſequence. It 
certainly precludes the probability of our being called on hereaf- 
ter to fu:fil any ſtipulation whatever, and will of courſe gain 
us greater credit for any ſervices we may render them, in caſe 
it thould ſuit us to render them any. I am likewiſe perſuaded, 
from the reſponſibility the avrete impoſes, and) the increaſing 
partiality pervading all France towards us, and which is fel 
by the Americans and obſerved by the ſubjects / of other neu- 
tral powers, that the execution will not vary much fro? the 
import of the treaty itſelf; for I cannot think that many of our 
veſſels will hereafter be brought in upon the ſuſpicion of hays 
ing enemy's goods on board. _ 

I informed you ſome time ſince, that I was perſuaded, if 
the ſubject was before the convention, it would readily” be 
granted; and in this i have not only been ſince eonfixmed, 
but in the further belief, that a majority of the ſeveral com- 
mittees was favourable to the object. The dread, however, gf 
denunciation in the courſe of events, deterred them from 


adopting it. It was oppoſed, as was likewiſe cvery other 


change, by a party who would not fail to take advantage of it, 
ſhould a favourable opportunity occur. The ſordid ſpoilers af 
the public wealth never forgive thoſe who detect and expoſe 
to view their iniquities. And this was the moſt vulnerable 
point upon which recrimination could hereafter act: For, as 
it is contemplated, when the other powers are witkdrawyn, to 
proſecute the war againſt Eogland, with the collected free 
of the Republic, and this might be conſtrued into a partiality 
for that nation, it was deemed too hazardous a meaſure, in 
reſpect to the perſonal ſafety af the members, to be encoun- 
tered. In this deciſion too, at is prabable they. were the mare 
confirmed, by the neceflity of ophtivating Denmark aud 
Sweden at the preſent moment, from hence great reſqur- 
cos are drawn in ſupport af the wer; Whaſe councils aw 
wiclded by Bernſtorf, a man believed to be well diſpoled 
to a reform in the exiſting governments of Europe, an 


whoſe fleets are combined wich no friendly diſpoſition to- 


* Little was it ſaſpeRed at his- lime, tat me. ſhould auld: be Langed on ie 
ſide of England to ſupport the oppoſite pringiple. — | 


- _ + This; howenay 45 upterriain. - | 


g 


e 
wards Eugland. They would moſt probably have pre ſſed to be 


but on the ſame footing, and the preſſure could not eaſily have 
been reſiſted, after the example was given. As a proof, how- - 
vcr, of the diſpoſition of the committee, upon the ſubject ge- 
erally, J herewith tranſmit to you a copy of a report drawn 
pon my notes by Merlin de Douay, to whom they were 
referred, and Which was informally given me by its diplo- 
atic members. > ih | | 
[ apprized you in my laſt of the 2oth inſtant, of Mr. Gar- 
oqui's attempt to obtain permiſſion to attend certain baths 
thin the Republic; oſtenſibly upon. account of his ill-health, 
but in my judgment to commence a negociation for peace (a 
ineſſe too often practiced by a certain grade of politicians) 
nd at the ſame time leſſen any weight the United States might 
ave upon that ſubject, in reſpect ro their own affairs, by in- 
piring a diſtruſt in me in the outſet. TI likewiſe ſtated to you 
what manner I had acted upon that occaſion, laying his 
riginal letters before the committee, with my free and can- 
id comments upon them: As alſo the further diſcuſſion - 
hich took place between the committee and myſelf in regard 
Spain, and to which an- incident of a different kind gave 
th; in which I expoſed, as far as the nature of the caſe 
ould admit of, the real fituation of the United States with 
pet to Spain and Britain, menaced with war by both; 
ewing how France would be affected by that event, and of 
purſe the part ſhe ſhould take in our affairs at the preſent 
omeat. To that communication, I have now nothing new 
d add, having ſince heard neither. from Mr. Gardoqui on 
e ſubject of his propoſition, nor the committee upon that, 
the one which afterwards occurred. I omitted, however, 
that time, to tranſmit to you a copy of my letter accompa- 
ying Mr. Gardoqui's to the committee, and which I now 
* for the purpoſe of preſenting that buſineſs more fully 
dre you. : 
Fa” convinced that this expoſition of our ſituation with 
titan and Spain, and to which the incident of Mr, Gardo- 
ui furniſhed the firſt opening, has been uſeful: For before 
at expoſition, I had reaſon to believe, that it was not only 
known, but that a very erroneous opinion was entertained 
many in the committee upon that ſubject. I thought I 
ad felt the effect of that opinion, created no doubt in the 
anner you ſuggeſt; but as it was not communicated in a way 
enable me to take official notice of it, I was embarrafſed how 
act, or what meaſure to adopt in regard to it. For a- 
le, as it was circulated 1 2 private, I thought it beſt 
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the hope of en thereby the ſucceſs of their revolution 


having beaten their enemies completely, it belonged to thol af 
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1. propoſition 


_ power; for as it was a buſineſs which could not poſſibly be- 
fear. nefit them, they would, of courſe, embark in it only upon ac- 


Tock Count of their ally. I likewiſe added, that I knew 3 


„/ 207 power upon the Tubjedt of peace; Yat 
- a vreſumed the ſuccels of their armies had diſpoſed them all 
1 &. well towards it; and thus L left them to reflect at leiſure up- 
Wenn what I had ſaid; in the belief, however, that the commu- 
"i picaton mul 8 good effect. As this took place 
prior to the affair of Mr. Gardoqui, and which was more 
12 particularly detailed in my laſt, I have thought proper to 
mio Eo municate it to you, that yau may be poſſeſſed of every, the 
cen nuteſt, circumſtance relative to our affairs upon this very 


ortant theatre. 
f the ſubject of a loan is mentioned again here, or in Ame- 
ica, that of ſecuring for us the paints in queſtion, muſt like- 
iſe be; but as I have ſaid every thing on that head that 1 
an lay, having only a right to conjeture, I am not anxious 
o revive it here. I am, however, perſuade it will be re- 
ived with you; for fo vaſt are their armies, and extenfiye 
cir operations, that they mult be diltretſed for money, and 
forced to gain it from whence they can. And I fincere] 

iſh we may aſſiſt them, if poſſible, and which I preſume it 
ill be, eſpecially if not compriſed in the war, and which 
think cannot be, although we ſhould immediately wrelt 
rom- Britain and Spain the rights they have uſurped from 
. The credit of the United States is ſuch in Europe and 
\merica, and their means of reimburſement ſo unqueſtion- 
able, eſpecially in the particular of the weitern territory (an 
pbject viewed at preſent with great cupidity on this fide of the 
Atlantic) that I am perſuaded the amount expected might be 
obtained by loan; and I am equally ſo, that the people would 
hearfully 25 a tax, the product of which was to be applied 
n aid of the French Republic. Upon theſe topics, however, 
have only a right to conjecture, and as ſuch you will be 
leaſed to conſider what I haye ſaidG. _ 

The day after my remarks upon the ſubjeCt of a loan were 
nded in, I was 278 with yours of the 25th of Septem- 
der, and which I beg leave now to acknowledge. Finding 
nat my idea of our ſituation with Britain and Spain was 
orrect, I was extremely happy that I had given that repre- 


The ſum the French Republic wanted from us was about five millions 
dollars; to be borrowed under the guarantee of the United States, but 
<ured by a mortgage of au adequate poztion of their a2ttozabcomains. 


FREY. 

ſentation of it. The motive for ſtrong union here, on 8 
part, is the greater, and nothing ' tends ſo effectually to pee 
mote that object as the belief that we are not cordial will lice 
England. In conſequence, I waited on the committee agan tio 
and told them I had received a diſpatch from you ſinee i cn 
laſt conference, and that our dilemma with thoſe two powe will 
was even morè critical than I had before intimated. © Facts Fra 
this kind“ go further in removing doubts, than any aſſuran i bre 
I could otherwiſe give them. Theſe diſcuſſions have enable ſuc! 
me to examine attentively whether it, was their real with etui 
we ſhould embark with them in the war, and I can aff (wh 
you, that whatever it may have been at any previous ſtan cxci 
upon which I can give no opinion, that at preſent, I am pt ly le 
ſuaded they would rather we would not; from an idea pr 
might diminiſh their ſupplies from America: But ſuch is was 
diſpoſition towards us, that I am inchned to think, if Holl 
point depended on them, they would leave us to act in Med c. 
reſpect according to our own wiſhes. And I am like be | 
perſuaded, if we do embark in the war, that they will ſee from 
through it; and have ſome hope if we do not, and eſpeci enen 
if we aid them in the article of money, that they will ſuppoy and 
as far as they will be able, our demands upon Spain well 
England. | ho ſhe th 
I intimated in my laſt, that we could not have aſked fand i. 
fortune a more ſeaſonable opportunity for poſſeſſing ourlely ©"g22 
of thoſe rights, which have been long uſurped by Britain and 
Spain, and that if it was the ſenſe of America ever to tain f 
ſeſs them, it ſhould not be pretermitted. Britain is certanW vc h. 
not in a condition to embark in a war againſt us, though Vas v 
ſhould diſpoſſeſs her of Canada: She would of courſe be 0 cir: 
apt to do it, if we only placed her troops beyond the er ſuc 
Her own land force was ſcarcely felt in the preſent war agail On th 
France: Nor has ſhe been otherwiſe regarded than on ace <ntitle 
of her fleet and pecuniary reſources, by which ſhe ſubſi £9ndut 
ed Pruſſia and other powers. But that force, ſmall as it wh ders.“ 
is greatly diminiſhed, and the combination in which ſhe i ſince m 
been aſſociated appears, not only to be completely foiled, WW omple 
in a great meaſure broken. The proſpect now before her N 
that Pruſſia, Auſtria, and all the other powers will extra sland. ar 
themſelves from the war, upon the beſt terms they can M eie 
leave her ſiugly to ſupport it againſt France; and that the tes 
ter will be aided by Spain unleſs a particular cembinat power, : 
againſt us ſhould prevent it; and likewiſe by Denmark 2 


fur ot gy 


Meaning Wayne's movement on the fiontier. tions. 


1. 

Sweden, if not directly, yet in a manner to produce a ſerious 
effect. The preponderance of her fleet, and the wanton and 
licentious uſe made of it, have excited the diſguſt of all na- 
tions; who would be pleaſed to ſee it reduced, and the pie- 
ſent is conſidered as a favourable time to reduce it. She like- 
wiſe knows or confidently believes, that it is the intention of 
France to proſecute the war againſt her, for the purpoſe of 
breaking her maritime ſtrength, and riding the ocean fr 
ſuch a tyrant. - At home too ſhe cannot be free from diſqui- 
etude. ThE total failure of her operations in this quarter 


(what they are in the Weſt Indies is better known to you) has 


excited ſome uneaſineſs in the public mind, and proportional- ' 

ly lefſened the weight of the court. This was lately ſnewn in 
a proſecution againſt a Mr. Hardy, and in which a verdict | / 
was given for the defendant. And ſhould the French take 
Holland (which nothing but an inundation already commenc- 

ed can prevent, if even that can) this ſenſation will of courſe 

be increaſed, Thus circumſtanced, what have we to fear 

from her? Will ſhe, in her decline, bring upon herſelf another 
enemy, who can wound her ſo vitally ;- for let her merchants 

and politicians hoaſt as they will of her reſources, yet it is 

well known, if the American demand was cut off, upon which 

ſhe thrives ſo much, that it would greatly diminiſh her revenue 

and impair her ſtrength. How is ſhe enabled to ſupport her 
engagements and carry on her operations, but by commerce; 
and leſſened as this already is by the war, how could the ſuſ- 

tan ſuch a ſtroke at the preſent criſis ? From her friendſhip 

we have nothing to hope: The order of the 6th November, 

was war in fact, and that has fince been modified according 4 


5 


to circumſtances. Be aſſured ſhe is infinitely leſs diſpoſed 
for ſuch an event at the preſent, than at any preceding, period. 
On the contrary, if we only took poſſeſſion of what we are 
entitled to, ſhe will readily join with us in reprehending the 
conduct of her own officers for having tranſcended their or- 
ders.“ With reſpect to Spain, I have nothing new to add, 
fince my laſt, except that in two days' ſucceſſive actions, two 
complete victories were obtained over her troops by thoſe of 


My opinion was, that we ſhould tak» a ſtrong poſition in reſpec to En- 
gland, and which would not only have put vs at eaſe permanently with France, 
avoiding in conſequence, all the variance and miſunderſtanding which 
have ſince 1 taken place, with that Republic; but, by obtaining from her 
the aid of her fortunes againſt England, have commanded from the latter 
power, and without any danger of war, our own terms. Nor would ſie in 
ſuch an event have enquired too ſtrictly into the propriety of our repaying 
in kind to Franes the obligation we owed her, by guarantying for ler 
oY or ive millions of dollars, to be laid out here in the purchaſe of provi- 
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now to mention, that Mr. Skipwith will accept*the office of 


ver, be performed under that of conſul only; for I pre 


fire of our government to maintain and ſtrengthen the goos veſſels, 


© 4 ] 5 

this Republic unleſs, indeed, ſome ingenious ſophiſt, jew Ml 
lous of the honor of Spain ſhould contend, that as hes — _ 
completely routed on the firſt, and maintained only a ſtraps 
gling battle on the ſecond, it ought to be called but one. Cer 
rain it is, that in the two days conflict, ſeveral thouſands were 
flain, and upwards of two thouſand taken aa with their 
camp on each day, and on one, tents for fifty thouſand men. Err, 

I promiſed you, ſome time ſince, my comments upon the 

ſubject of a conſular arrangement, for the ports of this . $, 


public. The conſuls have been here to confer with me u 


the ſubject of trade, and I have obtained from them theilt 
ideas on that of the arrangement which I now incloſe you, 
I will add my own comments on it in my next, and will ſub- 
join the names of ſome Americans now here, that may he T1 
deemed worthy your attention. I think proper, howevez, 


is, in my opinion, a ſenſible of man, of ſtrict integrity, and 
well acquainted with the duties of the office. The duties of 
.conſul here, will be thoſe of conſul general, and in ſtridtneh 
the commiſſion ſhould be correſpondent. They may, howe 


conſul for this city, and that I think him worthy of-it. He 
rica, 
enter 
them 
ſtitut 
capta 


racter. 


ſume the in the ports will reſpect him equally in either ch 


From the Commiſſion of Foreign Relations, to the Min iſter Pl 
potentiary of the United States of America. | | 


Paris, 3d Frimaire, 3d Year of the Republic. 
November 24th, I 794 ) 


Tov will find within, Citizen Miniſter, the copy of at 
arrete, taken on the 25th Brumaire laſt, (18th November) by 
the committee of public ſafety, relative to the conduct which 
ſhall hereafter be obſerved in the ports, and by the veſſels d 
the Re towards neutral veſſels and their cargoes. I 
arrete furniſhes an anſwer to the memoir which you preſentel i the pre 
on the 17th of Fructidor (September 3d.) You will doubt 1.1 
leſs be fully ſatisfied with the diſpoſitions which are there until f 
nounced. You will conſider them as a new proof of the de-Wchangi 


Plent 


C 95 ] 
intelligence which now ſo happily reigns between our two 


Republics. ' | | 
(Signed) 2 | 


Safety, «Finance and Supplies. | | | 
"25th Brumaire, 3d Nar of the Republic, 
{ November 18th, 1794. 


Extraft of the Regifter of Arrets of the Committees "of Public 


Tur CommiTTEES or PUBLIC SAFETY, COMMERCE AND 
SUPPLIES, OKDER AS FOLLOWS : 


ARTICLE I. The veſſels of the United States of Ame- 
rica, and thoſe of other neutral powers, ſhall be permitted to 
enter freely into the ports of the Republic, and retire from 
them when they pleaſe : Nor ſhall it be permitted to any con- 
ſtituted authority to retard their departure, or to oblige the 
captains to ſell their cargoes againſt their will. | 

Ax. II. When the captains or owners of neutral veſſels 
are diſpoſed to ſell their cargoes to the public, they ſhall be 
paid for them according to the bargain-which they make. 

Axr. III. It is enjoined to all the commandants of naval ar- 
maments, fleets, diviſions, ' and ſquadrons of the Republic, 
to reſpect, and to cauſe to be reſpected, upon their reſponſibi- 
lity, in favour of the neutral and allied powers, the rights of 
nations and the ſtipulations of treaties, conforming themſelves 
ſtrictly to the terms of the decree of the convention of the 27th 
of July, 1793. | 

ART. IV. In conſequence they are exprefsly prohibited 
from turning theſe veſſels from their courſe ; taking from on 
board of them their captains, ſailors or paſſengers, other 
than ſoldiers or ſailors actually in the ſervice of an enemy 
power; or of ſeizing the effects or merchandize which ſhall 
de found in them. | 

Ak r. V. Are excepted from the prohibition. contained in 
the preceding article. | | 5 

1. Merchandizes belonging to the enemies of the Republic, 
until ſuch enemy powers ſhall have declared that the mer- 
2 of the French ſhall be free on board neutral 
veſſels. 5 5 W 
2. Such merchandizes of the neutral powers alſo as ate 
deemed contraband of war; and under waich are compriſed 


| FE N 1 


| | all arms, inſtruments and munitions of war, and every, kind. — 
J h of merchandize and other effects deſtined for an eng * bg 
_— port actually ſeized or blockaded. ; 3 
| | * [ArTs.7VI, VII, VIII and IX regulate the manner of pro- ow 


| cCeeding where neutral veſſels are brought in, upon a preſump- 
f i tion“ of having enemy's goods on board.] 

AR r. X. The commilſion of Marine {hall preſent without 
delay a ſtatement of the individuals, born ſubjects of the pow- 
ers. with whom the Republic is at war, who were taken be⸗ 
fore the preſent day upon neutral Gs that particular arretes 
may be taken in each caſc. 

ART. XI. The indemnities which : are due to the captain 

1 | of neutral powers who were detained by an embargo at Bor 

3 deaux, ſhall be liquidated without delay by the commiſſion 

j marine and colonies, conformable to an arret& of the commits 

| tee of public ſafety of the 17th of Germinal ; and this commiſ 

| | | Hon ſhall render an account in the courſe of ten days, of the 
: | actual ſtate of theſe demands. 

i Ar. XII. The commiſſion of marine is ſpecially charge 

| | to receive and adjuſt the accounts which ſhall be preſented to 

it by an agent of the United States, for ſuch ſupplies as the 

Americans have furniſhed to the adminiſtration of St. Domins 

go; and it ſhall take the neceſſary meaſures to procure t 

the parties intereſted the moſt prompt ge and ſhall all 

__ preſent to the committees of public ſafety, of finance, com 

5 merce and ſupplies, the reſult of its operations in theſe reſpeds 

| ART. XIII. The commiſſion of foreign relations is inſtru 

cd to deliver a copy of this arrete to the miniſter plenipotens 

tiary of the United States of America, in anſwer to his mt: 

morial of the gth of Fructidor (September 30) lat. 
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(Signed) 
MERLIN, THURIOT , 
| CAMBACERES, Er. 
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SIR. 


I navx the pleaſure to inform you, that upon the 1& 
pore: of the * committees K public nfery, legillation, 
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v commerce and finances, a decree has. paſſed the convention 
ng | ſince my laſt, whereby it is reſolved to carry into ſtrict execu- 
ny don, the treaty of amity and commerce between the United 

States and this Republic, ; I beg leave to congratulate you 
Pro-: upon this event, and particularly the unanimity with which it 


mp: Woafcd the convention; ſince it demonſtrates the good diſpo- 
fition of that body, and of the nation generally, towards us. I 

hout was always fatisfied, as heretofore intimated, that if I could _ 

POV: ave brought the ſubject, in the firſt inſtauce, before, the con- 

1 be · Bl ention, I ſhould have ſucceeded immediately in the object in 


iew: But as the committee was the department orgariized 
or ſuch buſineſs, this was impoſſible, without commenciag a 


Bor Per, as it might tend to increaſe their own diſlentions, and 
en dl mbark me . upon the fortune of thoſe diſſentions. Hap- 
ami ur, by purſuing the object patiently, with the committee, 
amul- emoving doubts, and obviating objections, aided by occa- 


onal changes of the members, this has not only been avoid- 
d, but I have the additional pleaſure to aſſure you, that it 


arg 3s finally accompliſhed, without the leaſt difficulty, and 
© 3 ithout exciting the animoſity of any one.. 
5 * After my late communications to the committee of public 


iſſion to England, and the real ſituation of the United States 
ith Britain and Spain, I had reaſon to believe, that all ap- 
rehenſion on thoſe points was done away, and that the ut- 
oſt cordiality had now likewiſe taken place in that body 


hich the decree was founded, as the unequivocal proof of 
at change of ſentiment, and flattered myſelf, that in every 
(pet we had no the beſt proſpect of the moſt perfect and 
rrmanent harmony between the two Republics. I am very 


mewhat clouded byaccounts from Englan d, that Mr. Jay had 


eaty of commerce with that government: Some of thoſe 
counts ſtate, that he had alſo concluded a treaty of alliance, 
fenſive and defenſive. As I knew the baneful effect which 


$ what I had ſaid before of his powers, to uſe my utmoſt 
deavours, informally, to diſcredit them. This, however, 
1 not arreſt the progreſs of the report, nor remove the dif- 
etude it had created: For I was, finally, applied to direct- 

the committee, in a letter, -which ſtated what had bech 


aid, and requeſted information of hat I knew in regard to 
; So” 2 g 0 - — * — . MA 


TE. 
95˙ 


the re- 
(lation, 


* 


pecies of warfare upon it, and which was equally impro- 


afcty, in which were expoſed freely che object of Mr. Jays 


dwards us. I conſidered the report above recited, and upon 


Ity, however, to add, that latterly this proſpect has been 
ot only adjuſted the points in controverſy, hut concluded a 


cle reports would produce, I deemed it my duty by,repeat- | 


1 


it. As 1 had juſt before received one from Mr. Jay, announe. 
ing that he had concluded a treaty, and which contained zcac: 


declaration, that our previous treaties ſhould not be affeQet 
by it, I thought fit to make this letter the baſis of my reph 
And as it is neceflary that you ſhould be apprized of whateve 
has paſſed here on this ſubject, I now / tranſmit to you copig 
of thefe ſeveral papers, and which comprize a full Ratemea 
thereof, up to the ꝓreſent time. een 

I cannot admit for a moment, that Mr. Jay has exceed 
his powers, or that any thing has been done, which will g 
Juſt cauſe of complaint to this Republic. Tlament, howev 
that he has not thought himſelf at liberty to give me corre 
information on that ſubject ; for until it is known that 
intereſt has not been wounded, the report will certainly ke 
alive ſuſpicion, and which always weakens the bonds of frient 
ſhip. I truſt, therefore, you will deem it expedient to a un 
me on this head, as ſoon as poſſible. 

I apprized you in my two laſt letters, of an informal col 
munication between the diplomatic members of the com 
tee and myſelf, upon an interrogatory of theirs, whether 
would be poſſible for France to obtain aid from, or wi thin, 
United States, for the purchaſe of ſupplies; and of myt 
fort upon that occaſion to intereſt. this government in ſuppl 
of our claims with Britain and Spain; and to which 1 
ſtimulated by intelligence that Mr. Jay's negociation hadk 
ed; and that we were on the point of war or actually en; 
ed in it, with Britain; as likewiſe by the knowledge that Sp 
was covertly ſeeking a ſeparate peace. I was ſatisfied, thit 
France would embark in our cauſe, in the preſent ſtate 
things, and which I found her well diſpoſed to do, and wi 
out the proſpect of much aid in return, that the object 
each inſtance would be ſecure. I therefore thought it ell 


LOOT C 
igatic 
perſon 
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uſhing 
ground 
ling th 
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Is this 
ate in 
and cit 
erred t 


hich ; 


ble in that ſtate of things, and with that view, to leave Pen ae 
door open for a communication on the ſubje& with Tx pct 
as ſoon as I underſtood that Mr. Jay had adjuſted the pd 2 1 
ciall 


in controverſy with that nation, the object on my part v 
an end. I was aware, that if the adjuſtment was approved 
could render no ſuch ſervice : Indeed, I doubted whether 
peace the government poſſeſſed the power to render it 
called, therefore, immediately upon thoſe members 


lands a 
he prof 
ontinue 
erely w 


whom the previous communication had been, and ſugg® night be 
the ſame to them. They had anticipated the idea, and va fuſing 
prepared to anſwer it by a peremptory aſſurance, that it 1 more 
not their wiſh to create embarraſſment in this or any other this R 
ſpect: On the contrary, that regard ſhould be ſhewn i 3 ls 
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be derived from it, and no detriment under any. 


he ſame courſe they have done for ſome time paſt. Duriug 


iniſtration to repair this waſte, and heal the bleeding 


e violated articles of the treaty of amity and commerce with 
e United States, it was likewiſe propoſed to open wide the 
loor of commerce to every citizen (excluding them from na- 
igation only) and which was adopted: So that, at preſent, any. 
perſon bringing productions into the ports of this Republigf. 


uſhing profit. The agents of the Republic ſtand upon the 
round of other perſons: They are preferred only by out-bid- 
ling them. In my judgment, no region of the world pre- 
ents ſuch an opening to the enterprizes of our countrymen, 
is this does. The reſtraints upon their own navigation, ope- 
ate in the degree as a bounty to ours; and the government 
ind citizens of France ſeem equally pleaſed to ſee ours pre- 
erred to that of any other nation. The reſtraints, likewiſe, 
hich are impoſed in other countries, on account of the war, 
pon a commerce with the French citizens, produce, in other 
eſpects, the ſame effect. It is the intereſt of the latter to em- 
ploy our countrymen in ordinary mercantile tranſactions, and 
{pecially with foreign nations; whereby they get into their 


vel Hands a great proportion of the whole trade of the Republic. 
ther he profits which thoſe on this theatre have already made, and 


ontinue to make, ſurpaſs what you have any idea of. I ſin- 
erely wiſh that this was more generally known, that mare 
night be induced to embark in it, not only for the purpoſe of 

ttuſing more generally the immediate emoluments, but for 
he more important one of gaining an intereſt in the commerce 
this Republic, which may be of laſting advantage to the 
nited States. Before the revolution, the Engliſh poſſeſſod 


Ces to our actual ſituation 3 and with reſpect to the point in, 
queſtion, that the miniſter about to depart, ſhould be in- 
ſtructed not even to mention it if you forbade it. So. that 
this buſineſs ſtands upon a-footing, as indeed it always did, 

hereby, under a particular ſtate of things, ſome benefit may 


The operations of this government continue to progreſs in 

e time of Robeſpierre, a period of the admintſtration which 

is emphatically called the reign of terror, much havoc was - 
ade, not only on the rights of humanity, but great confu- 

ion was likewiſe introduced, in other reſpects, in the affairs of 

e government. It has been the ſyſtematic effort of the ad- 


zounds of the country, and, in this, great progreſs has been 
ade, By the ſame report which propoſed the execution of + 


ay ſell them to whom he pleaſes, and generally with aſto- 


is advantage, as they did in moſt other countries: But now- 


* 
., 


and gradually command elſewhere what capital he pleaſes 


lain down their arms, and arranged themſelves under the bats 


| | [' 166 } | 
that intereſt is annihilated; and if the Americans ſtep in aid- 
edas they will be by the preference of the government and loo 
people in their favour, they may occupy the ground, and re. pf ce 
tain it for ever afterwards. Permit me to add, that nothi 
will more effentially forward this object, than an extenſive — 
numerous appointment of conſuls. In every port an agent 
{ſhould be placed: and I ſhould ſuppoſe the objeCt of ſufficient 
importance to induce our county men to accept of thoſe oft 
ces. If a prudent and creditable perſon, the appointment 
attaches to rt confidence, and gives him the command of es. 
pital. Tam fatisfied that any young man of good charactet 
having the appointment in any of the ports, might imme. 
ately connect himſelf advantageouſly with the firſt houſs there 


J have examined into this fubject and have thought proper ts 
give you the reſult of my reſearches into it. 1 

Nor has this wiſe and humane ſyſtem been limited to this 
object alone. It has already been extended to many branehe 
of national policy, and promiſes to embrace the Whole. 
deeree was not long ſince paſſed, by which the ſeventy -n 
members, formerly of the Briſſotine or Girondine party, and 
who had been confined! on that account, were ſet at liberty 
and called into the convention. And a few days afterward 
our countryman, Mr. Paine, was likewiſe reſtored to his fat 
in that body, with marks of the moſt reſpectful attention 
Theſe events have given ſatisfaction to the community at large 
A decree alſo, which had excluded the nobles and foreigneg 
(the Americans excepted) from Paris, and the ſeaports, u 
likewiſe been repealed. This latter act, though compats 
tively of apparent little importance, has, 1 
produced an excellent effect: For as it breathes a ſpirit q; 
humanity and on that account captivates all, ſo it has con 
buted, by paſſing in review many members of the ab 
ctent order of nobility (and who have not forgotten, and ne 
ver will forget, old habits) to preſent before the public, an 
much to the credit of the revolution, the ſtrong andintereſt 
ing contraſt,. between the manly character of the French 
tion at the preſent day, a e miſerable effeminacy, fop 
pery and decrepitude of former times. 8 

A decree has likewiſe paſſed; by whiet a general amne fis, a 
has been proclaimed in the Vendée; and a report has beerhpovem 
ſince received from tlie deputies who were ſent to earry i 
into effect, that all thoſe to whom it was announced, has 


ner of the Republic; and that they were likewiſe ſatighed'8 
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ould terminate the war; a war heretofore, beyond example, | 
and/{Wloody and deſtructive, and whoſe origin, ſupport and means ; | 
| re- ft continuance, appear even yet to be but little underſtood. : 4 
hi reed from this embarraſſment, the Republic. wilt acquire 7 
. — zew vigor in all its enterpriſes; it will certainly have under , | 
gent ts command, for other purpoſes, a conſiderable force which | 
cient Vas heretofore employed there. | | | | 
offt. But in retracing the ground, to repair in detail the inju- | 
ment es which the reign of terror had inflited, it was impoſſible - | 
Ea bchold the havoc it had made, without feeling ſome indig- - 
bet, ation for the authors of ' ſuch great and complicated miſery. - 


7 _— 
o 
— — — — 
— — —— 


ned. his propenſity, however, and which was equally incited | 
here Wy the obligations of juſtice and humanity, was ſtrougly op- | 
2a fed oed from the period of Robeſpierre's death to the preſent | 
er ne, by a ſentiment of extenſive impreſſion, that it were | 


tter to prevent the further effuſion of blood, and to cover 


- 
— one net A De A 
— — 


—— ö 
— 
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ith a veil the atrocities which had paſſed, ſo far as they could 
nehe covered, than to puniſh even thoſe of greateſt enormity. - 
: or ſome time this ſentiment prevailed, and though often 


tated and diſturbed: by the remaining leaders of the oppo- 
e party, who courted danger and provoked their own fate, 
t it appeared probable it would finally preponderate and 
pnfirm the adminiftration within that limit. The trial, how- 
er, of the Nantoir, a long train of reſpectable citizens at 


” 
—  — 
— 


tion antes, who were arrefted under the adminiſtration of Car- 

large er, in his miſſion there, and brought lately before the tribu- J 
ig nen of Paris, opened the ſcene again, and · revived the ſenſa- aA 
8 Rn of horror, which had before in ſome meaſure ſubſided. 


ch enormities were diſcloſed in the courſe of this trial, 
at it was impoſſible otherwiſe to appeaſe the public mind, 
an by ſubmitting Carrier, and his accomphees, to the tribu- - 
i! in their turn. Condemnation was the ſure conſequence. 
his trial; and it was expected, ſo clear was the eaſe againſt 


m, that all thoſe formerly of that party, would now ſepa- 
6, ae from and yield him to his fate. From ſuch a line of 
tore Pnduct ſome merit might have been arrogated, and the pub- 


: cenſure: thrown in a great meaſure on him alone; by 
hoſe puniſhment too the public reſentment might poſhbly - 
4 ve been ſatisfied. But Billaud de Varennes, Collot d' Her- 
mneſiſ is, and even Barrere, a man heretefore noted for ſkilful 
1s been vements in critical conjunctures, acted otherwiſe. They ob- 
arty M ouſly, and from thebeginning, made Carrier's cauſe their on; 

ot only by ſupporting him in the convention, as far as it 
Fas poſſible, but by exciting the-Jacobins to take part in his fa- 
r; thereby attaching themſelves to tlie declining fortunes of 


that club, and likewiſe makingſome unſeaſonablemotions which: ance 


accuſation, and there it now is. 


vourable to England than its continuance in the war; fot 


not ſee. how it can be prevented. A ſingle victory at i 
; accompliſhes the object, and the rapidity with which ſhip 
are built, and fleets equipped here, is inconceivable. Wit 
in few weeks paſt, the Breſt fleet has been out twice (indeed 
ir is now out) conliſting of thirty-ſix ſhips of the line, fifteen 


— 102 J 


bore on their face the complexion of that party. The ſepafation ¶ land 
required at beſt a dextrous management; but by theſe means WM on t 


they preſented themſelves out as an object, invited the pub. ¶ fate 


lic attention, and, in the degree, the public reſentment. Whe. deci 
ther they will finally eſcape is now doubtful. * Lecointre, v 
who had ſhewn himſelf ſufficiently prone, upon a former oces yet | 
ſion to commence the attack, took advantage of one of theſe it, : 
moments of indiſeretion to renew it, and with better effect ties! 
His motion was ſent to the commiſſion of twenty-one, hereto-MMrcr 
fore organized to report, whether there was juſt ground d 


Another ſignal victory was obtained over the Spaniardrou! 
ſince my laſt, and in which the two commanding general mod 
with many men, were ſlain, and nine thouſand taken priſonen ment 
And in the north, ſince the ice, nearer approaches are mad: 
to Holland, which» will, - moſt probably, ſoon be taken. Wi cnt 
in a few days paſt, deputics arrived from the Stadtholdena [1 
party, to negociate a ſeparate peace: But, at the ſame tim rep 
others came from the patriotic party to oppoſe” it, and who ame 
preſſed the committee to order forward the troops imme has b 


ately, to aſſail and enter Amſterdam; and to which effect o P. 


ders were accordingly iſſued. I am fatisfied that peace by th 
not be granted to the Netherlands, although a revolution WMrenti 
ſhould take place there, on any other condition than that mer 
their uniting in the war againſt England. It is concerveq erms 
that a peace to that power, on other terms, would be more k 
thereby the Britiſh troops might be withdrawn, and great a From 
vantage gained in other reſpects from its neutrality. This, i 
is thought, is the object of England in aſſenting to their peace; 
but, in rejecting the offer, France opens a trait in her view 
that will add much to the weight of the miniſterial argument 
tor a continuation of the war. No argument is ſo ſtronga 
that of neceſſity, and if France will not make peace it will h 
impoſſible for England to do it. In my judgment, it is ti 
determination of this Republic to purſue the war, — 
n Santgth of England is broken; and when the actul 

ate of things is regarded, with that of the comparative po- 
pulation, force, and enterprize of the two nations, I 0 


N 
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frigates, fourteen ſloops of war and cutters, giving the defi» - 
© Tocked 10'the—) 


ance to its antagoniſt, which continues clo 
land. More latterly, however, fomie indications were ſeen, 


on that coaſt, of a diſpoſition to take the ſea, and hazard the . 


fate of the iſland on a battle, ſo that it is probable ſomething 
deciſive ny take place ſoon. | | 


With reſpect to the other powers, nothing definitive has X 


et been none in regard to peace. It is certain that ſeveral wiſh 


it, and particularly Spain and Pruſſia; but yet ſome” difficul- 


ties have occurred in regulating the commencement and man- 
ner of the negociation. England oppoſes it, becauſe the 
knows ſhe will not be included ; and they, on that account, 


wiſh it to be private, merely to avoid the imputations that 


ould ariſe if it were known; and this cannot well be accom- 
modated under the preſent organization of the French govern- 
ment. It is ſaid, that a miniſter from Pruſſia is at Baſle, in 


Switzerland, with power to treat; and that they all have 


agents there for the ſame purpoſe is likewiſe probable: 
[ will endeavour, if poſſible, to forward by this opportunity 
report rendered me by Mr. Skipwith, upon the ſubject of 
American claims. Be aſſured, that every poſlible attention 
has been, and ſhall be paid to this ſubject. 


P. S. I had omitted to mention the official communication, 


by the committee of public ſafety, of the decree of the con- 


vention for carrying into effect the treaty of amity and com- 


merce between the United States and France: The polite 
erms, however, in which it is expreſſed merit attention. 


From the Committee of Public Safety, to the Miniſter Plenipo= 
tentiary of the United States of America. 
Paris, 8th Nivoſe, 34 Year of the Republic. 
¶ December 27th, 1794-) 


We are informed, Citizen, that there was lately con- 
cluded at London a treaty of alliance and commerce between 
the Britiſh government and Citizen Jay, envoy extraordinary 
of the United States. | 

A vague report ſpreads itfelf abroad, that, in this treaty, the 
Citizen Jay has forgotten thoſe things, which our treaties 
with the American people, and the ſacrifices which the French 


people made to render them free, gave us a right to oxpect 


. 
1 


Es 
* 


two free people, the diſſimulation which belongs to counts} 


| fable the treaty whereof there is queſtion. It is the only mean 


and to which that treaty gave birth. 


with that nation, derogatory to the treaties of alliance 


| — in a letter received yeſterday from Mr. Jay, of 
vem 


on the part of a miniſter of a nation, which we have ſo m 
ny motives. to conſider as friendi g. 1 

It is important that we know poſitively, in what light Mar 
are to hold this affair. There ought not to ſubſiſt, betweenWhvi 


tl 
and it gives us pleaſure to declare, that we conſider you af 
much oppoſed perſonally to that kind of policy, as we an 
ourſelves. | A's ages] . ee 8 
We invite you then, to communicate to us as ſoon a8 


whereby you can enable the French nation juſtly to apprec 
ate thoſe reports ſo injurious to the American / goveramen 


V 
MER, CARNOF. 
- FOURCROY, ,  CAMBACERES 

5 DUMONT, . K 4% ; 


From the Miniſter Plenipeteritiary of the United States of 4 
rica, 10 the Committee of Public Safety. 1 
AP 15s Paris, December 21th, 1794 
I was favoured this morning with yours of yeſterdaj 
antimating that the report of a treaty, ſaid to be concluded! 
Mr. Jay, envoy of the United States of America, to Engladl 


commerce ſubſiſting between thoſe States and this Republi ur 
had given you ſome diſquietude, and requeſting informatidl 
from me upon that point. I obey the invitation with ple 
ſure, becauſe I well know that a candid policy is that al 
which becomes Republics, and becauſe it is likewiſe moſt eu 
reſpondent with the wiſhes of the American government, 


my own feelings. e be. 

_ Having already communicated to you He limited objea 
Mr. Jay's miſſion, it only remains for me to inform gu wal 
I know of the reſult. ' All chat I know, upon this -ſubje, 1 


| 25th; in which he fays, that he had fulfilled the phi 
cipal object of his miſſion, by coneluding a treaty, gn 
the 19th of the ſame month, which contains à declarate 


I. 


t 3 


That it ſnould not be conſtriied; nor operate, un 

exiſting treaties, and that; erregt, our e eee 
other nations were nut affected He adds, that 

the treaty is not yer ratiſieti it wou — — — to pub- 

iſh it. I am ajtogethier ignorant of the particular ſtipulations 

f the treaty, but beg leave to aſſure you, that as ſoon as 1 

| - be 1 med thereof, I will communicate the ſame to 


at -we 
Ween 
urts ; 
ou Y 
ve art 


U 


ſes + 
mean Tube ie M en for tber td repore is without 

prec undation; for I cannot believe that an American miniſter 
men ould ever forget the conneclions between the United States 


id Franee, which ex demonſtrates to be 
c —_— both Re pr ſtill Font 10 to cement. - 


* * 
þ *y * 
„ 


i eee, B 
XES, | 
| pe Lodi, November 24th, me": 06 
x, | 
Ir gives me N to 5 you, that a a creaty be- 
een the United States and his Britannic Majeit Ys was den. 
on the 19th inſtant. | | - 
This circumſtance ought not to any denied to te” | 
mention. The treaty exptefaly E that nothing con- 
ed in it ſhall be conſtrued or operate contrary to exiſting 
aties between the United States and other powers. 


796 


terdn! flatter myfelf that the United States, as wel as all rheir 5 | 
ided | __ will, upon every occaſion, manifeſt the moſt ſeru- 2 5 
ng ous regard to good faith; and that thoſe nations who wiſh = 


Ce A 
publ 
rmatidl 
th plc 
it alen 
zoft co 
ent, u 


well, will be pleaſed with our ä os and a 
underRiriding with. othidrs. 


v1 From . we ie, 


de, «Ty | OY | ( 


zu wal CES Thad * ö 
ect, alure of informing ou that on the tgth inſtant, the prins | 
of N al buſineſs of my miſſion was concluded, by a treaty uot | | * 
he bt day. It a declaration, that it ſhall not b 3 1 f 


rn 


rued, nor operate contrary to our exiſting treaties; as 
2 our engzgements with other nations remain unaf. 


| . 
5 RF 
by it, r 1 
| © 
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and a good underſtanding with this country, will not give un- both r 
eaſineſs to any other. As the treaty is not yet ratiſied, ; I tie po 
would be improper to publiſh it. It appears to me to be, 1 om e 
on the whole, fair, and as equal as could be expected. hall n 
ſome reſpects, both nations will probably be pleaſed, and in s fre: 
others, diſpleafed. . | 2 


| I che ene 
From the Committee of Public Safety, to the H iniſter Plenipotentiun "Ha 
F the United States of  Ameriaa. W 1 

< | | De RE] . nd in 
Paris, 18th Nivefe, 3d Year of the Republi. ſuch v. 


de ene 


January 8th, 1795. 
CZ2πτ] EN MINISTER, 4 825 te; 7998 wo 
Br the folicitude we ſhew to communicate to you or and at! 
arrets of the 14th of this month, you will judge of our tte nat 
to keep you conſtantly inſtructed of our efforts to maintan nght of 
the relations of a ſincere friendſhip between the United Stats rellels 
and the French Republic. conduct 
: powers 
(Signed) | | 7 with pr 
CAMBACERES, BREARD, &: fiſh, a 
> | I] 
tons o 
: 3:1 1778; E 
Extract if the Regiſter of Arrete of the Committee of Full 0 { 
Safety, F the fp | | zes be] 
12 8 141h Niveſe, 3d year of the Republie, feste. 
utra 
(4th January, 1795.) French | 
| Tu committee of public fafety, conſidering that 1 
the twenty- third article of the e Ene Yetweer * b. l 
France and the United States of America, bearing date 22 
the 6th of February, 1778, it 1s agreed : us 
1. That the people of France and America may navigat 3 
reciprocally, in complete ſafety, with their veſſels, and wilfhneht * c 
out exception as to the owners of the merchandize charge wow 2 
upon ſuch veſſels; or as to the ports from whence they comglW:.... N 
and although the power for which they be deſtined be & frenth J 
tually at war, or become afterwards the enemy of the il _-- 5 
YT the oth ntractin f | u officer. 
or the other contracting party: That they may equally amo gt; 
gate in full ſafety with their veſſels and merchandize, gay 


trequent the places, ports, and harbours of the enemies 


1 
5 . 


— 
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doch nations, or of either, and carry on trade, not only from 
the port of an enemy to that of a neutral power, but alſo 
from different ports of the ſame enemy: 2. That free veſſels 
ſhall make free goods, and that 3 ſhall be conſidered 
as free, which ſhall be found on board the veſſels of either 
contracting nation, although it belong in whole or in part to 
the enemies of either the one or the other, contraband always 
excepted: 3. That the ſame liberty ſhall be extended to thoſe 
who are found on board free veſſels, although they be the 
enemies of either the one or the other contracting nation 
and in conſequence that ſuch perfons ſhall not be taken from 
ſuch veſſels, unleſs they be ſoldiers in the actual ſervice of 
he enemy: | 

Conſidering that the crimes of England, having given to 
the war of deſpotiſm againſt liberty, a character of injuſtice 
and atrocity without example in the annals of mankind; 
the national convention found itſelf obliged, in uſing the 


un- 
w 
up- 

In 
Lin 


reflels of war and corſairs of the Republic, might take and 
conduct into the ports of France, ſuch veſſels of the neutral 
powers as they ſhould find charged in whole, or in part, 
vith proviſions belonging either to ſuch powers or the ene- 
mies of France: Soon afterwards, however, and on the 1ft 
July, 1793, the convention reſtored in full vigour the diſpo- 
ltions of the treaty above mentioned, of the 6th of February, 
1778; but which were again revoked by a decree of the 27th 
0 the ſame month, in reſpect to proviſions and merchan- 
dizes belonging to an enemy; upon which latter ground it 
has ſtood fince, leaving the proviſions and merchandizes of 
neutral powers in ſuch veſſels free: In regard to which the 
french government has not to reproach itſelf with having 
vated to ſhew itſelf juſt and loyal, that the cabinet of Lon- 
don might revoke, as it did a long time afterwards, the or- 
der by it given the preceding year, to ſeize all neutral veſſels 
arying proviſions or merchandizes into France: 5 
Conſidering that ſince, and notwithſtanding the notoriety 
mth which this cabinet continues to inſult and violate the 
nights of neutral nations, by cauſing their veſlels charged 
with merchandize, deſtined foe the ports of France, to be 
ſeized ; yet the national convention has cnjoined it by the 
ſerenth article of the law of the 13th of this month, upon 
u officers civil and military, ſtrictly to obſerve, in all their 
Upoſitions, the treaties which unite France with the neutral 
Powers of the ancient continent, as likewiſe with the United 


2 


ght of repriſal, to decree on the gth of May, 1793, that the 


ae} . 
States of Ameries, deelaring all articles of 6 enτπν], in 


| | : was 1 
in any other law to be abſolutely null and wog ct 
Fully therefore to carry into effect the ſaid la, aconmdingy i cipec 
its true intent and meaning, it is hereby ordered; quen 
ARTICLE I. The — of marine and of the-cologin be 
ſhall notify, without delay, to all the commanders of πW]m. and » 
veſſels, diviſions and ſquadrons, the article above mani Pinch 
of the law of the 13th of this month; and in gonſequan I nab! 
that they are to conſider the fifth article of the arxetꝭ g I am 
25th Brumaire laſt, which authorized the ſeizure | of went 
Je at belonging to an - enemy, on board neutral velit [ v 
until ſuch enemy ſhall have declared French propeaty that | 
board ſuch veſſels free, as now null and void. lately 
Axr. II. The merchandizes called contraband, W failed 
belonging to a neutral power, ſhall, continue. ſubjeg , in 
ſeizure. „ £1: depar 
_ Axr. III. All arms, inſtruments, and mhyvitions of WR comm 
of every kind, horſes and their equipage, and all kings — 
merchandizes and other effects deſtined for an enemy's pull ſenics, 
actually blockaded or beſieged, ſhall be deemed conta where 
of war. | journe 
Gigned) TY meſſag 
CAMBACERES, - CHAZ AL, hl « Col 
CcARNOT, Marge, fl 2" 
 PRIEUR, PELEF. — 

| SR utmo 
A. DUMONT, : | thoſe C 

| it wou 
S D tion, \ 
[L No. IX } | 0 Ather 
Faou Mr. Mormon, To THE SECRETARY or N 5 
Paris, February , 1195 Wl The 
AR, 1558 | 1 wherel 
Iwas lately infor: Mr. Jay, that it wes his il med 
tention. to Ae eee ai (A of his treaty way 3 
the Britiſh adminiſtration, and I hong effect whit 0 = 
eorrect information upon that point wo d produce ue Fe ya 
our affairs here (admitting it to be as heretofore reprelen® Ps 
T thought it my duty to endeavour to ayail myſelf of it as f Nt 
as poſhble. But as the communication promiſed, was tot x * 
in cypher, and Mr. Morris had taken his copy with bim, i : 


knew that I ſhould not be able to comprehend it, in caſe 


cus ) 
was recoived. - I chereſere deemed the aequißtien of it an ab- 
xa of ſufficient importance to authoriſe the expenſe of an 


eſpecial diſpatch to London, to obtain it, and have, in eonſe- 


quence, eommitted that truſt to Mr, Purvianoe, of Baltimore, 
who left this immediately after the receipt of Mr. Jay's letter, 
and who woes likewiſe inſtructed: to bring me a copy of Mr. 
Pinckney's oypher, fox future uſe. By his return I hope to be 
enabled to remove all yneakneſs upon that head, and in which 
| am the more confident, from a knowledge that the governs 


went here is well diſpoſed to view it with the utmoſt liberality. 
[ was alſo lately informed, by a letter fram Mr. Fenwick, 


that he underſtaed from Mr. Muſcoe Livingſton, who had 
lately arrived from Liſbon, that Colenel Humpbreys had 
ſailed thenee for Algiers, upon the buſineſs, as was preſum- 
ad, intruſted to him with that Regeney ; and that, prior to his 
departure, he had committed to him a meſſage for me, to he 
communicated in perſon, Mr, Fenwick adds, that Mr. Li- 

ingſton was taken fick, and in conſequence deprived of his 
ſenſes, j uſt. as he as about to ſet out from Bordeaux for Paris; 
whereby he was. not only rendered unable to proceed on his 


journey, but even to communicate to him the purport of his 


meflage for me. Thus I am leſt in perfect ignorance, equally 


of Colonel Humphreys' wiſhes, the time of his departure and 


plan of operation. I intimated to you before, that although 
had written to Colonel Humphreys for information upon 
that point, and with the view of forwarding his withes to the 
utmoſt of my power; yet I was fcarful, in conſideration ef 
thoſe embarraſſments, which were inſeparable from the war, 
it would be difficult to concert any plan of harmoniqus opera- 
tion, which ſhould commence and proceed: from ſuch diſtant 
points, whereby the aid of this Republic could he yielded us 
in that negociation. Under preſent circumſtances, therefore, 
= _ readily perceive, that it has become altogether im- 
The French troops have at length entered Amſterdam, 
whereby the whale of the province of Holland was brought 
immediately under the power of this. Republic, as, indeed, 
the whole of the Beven United Provindes maſt probably ſoon 
will be. This was annqunoed a few days paſt to the conventian,. 
by a letter from the deputies in that quarter; two of whom, it 
i ſaid, are on their way to render an account in detail of this 
very important acquiſition. It is reported, that Breda and, 
Bergen-op-zoom have ſurrendered: Indeed the general idea 
is, that no further oppoſition. will be made there to the French 
arms, and of courſe, that this Republic will became paſ- 


- 
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nos) 2 
ſeſſed of the fleet and immenſe ſtores of every kind- The 


Prince of Orange, with his family, accompanied, by ſeveral * 
members of the States General, had made their eſcape z but 
by what route, and whether for London or Berlin, is unknown, 


After the entry of the French into Amſterdam was certain, 


and, in conſequence, the entire conqueſt of the Seven Provins 
ces more than probable, an effort was made by the State 
General to yield the ſame thing, upon terms; for the purpoſe! 


of putting the Republic in poſſeſſion of the country, by treaty 
inſtead of conqueſt ; and with this view an agent, who arri 
ed here about a fortnight before that event, was diſpatched;' 
and who offered; as I am well aſſured, to ſurrender all the 
important fortifications of the country, and to provide at their 


own expenſe, and for the reſidue of the war, quarters and 


proviſions for ſuch force as ſhould be deemed adequate to hold 
them: To yield immediately twenty-five fail of the line, and 
likewiſe to pay at ſtated times, convenient for both parties 
the ſum of three hundred millions of florins. But it jwas 
known by the committee, that without an accident as much 
might be gained, and perhaps more, by conqueſt : That the 


latter mode, which knew of no condition, freed them from 


fetters, and of courſe from the poſſibility of any future im- 
putation of breach of treaty, and of violated faith. 'The agent, 
however, who was 2n ancient miniſter of that government 
here, was ſuffered to remain, and treated with reſpect, whilſt 


orders were iſſued to the troops to advance, and which were 


obeyed. 5 ' 

There arrived, about the ſame time, a deputation from the 
patriots, who aſſociating with Mr. Van Staphorſt, and one ot 
two others, of thoſe who were baniſhed from their country 
in 1787, endeavoured to counteract the movements of the 
agent from the States General, and to attract to the patriotic 
body the attention of the convention. Before the entry into 
Amſterdam, they wiſhed admittance to the bar, as well for 
that purpoſe, as to ſound the diſpoſition of the convention in 
regard to the futurefate of Holland. But in zhat ſtage it was eva. 
ded, perhaps from policy; perhaps from the real impropriety of 
expreſſing any opinion upon that point, in the then ſtate of 
affairs; or perhaps indeed from the impoſſibility of forming 
one. But, ſince that event, they were admitted, and with an 
a ddreſs founded on it, though in other reſpects adapted a 
was before intended. The anſwer of the Preſident was re- 
ſpectul, but cautious; for whilſt it breathed a ſpirit of pat» 
otiſm, and of particular regard for the ancient virtues 
Belgie Confederacy, and of courſe left them no cauſe of com- 


where 
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plaint, it carefully avoided all compromitment of the govern- 


ment itſelf. . ie g "Wo = SIC 
What will be the future fate of thoſe provinces is altogether. 
uncertain, and muſt be in a great meaſure dependant on 


events. At preſent I am. ſatisfied there is no ſettled plan on 


that head, nor indeed, is it poſſible there ſhould be, within 
ſo ſhort a ſpace of time. Many members, and among them 
ſome of diſtinguiſhed weight in the convention, ſeemed diſ- 
poſed to extend the future boundary of the Republic to the 
Rhine; and, of courſe, to comprehend within its limits. all 
that part of thoſe provinces lying on this ſide of that river. 
This idea was lately avowed by Boiſſy d'Anglas, a member of 
the committee of public ſafety, in a der delivered appa- 


rently by authority of that body, and for the purpoſe equally 


of ſounding the convention upon the conditions of peace, to 
aſcertain what terms they would approve of; as to announce 
in that informal, and of courſe not obligatory, manner, to the 
parties concerned, the ultimata upon which they might ex- 
pet it. In this he propoſes that che Republic ſhall be here- 
after bounded only; © by the ocean, the mountains and the 


great rivers.” Be this however as it may, I think it certain, 


unleſs the fortune of the war ſhould inſpire other councils, 
that the whole of theſe provinces will be retained in the hands 
of this Republic until its termination, and be made, in the 
progreſs, as inſtrumental to that event, in its favour, as cir- 
cumſtances will admit of. \ Tf > 

But even in caſe they be not diſmembered, a revolution in 


their government ſeems to be unavoidable. Their ſtrong poſts, . 
their harbours, perhaps their fleet, will be under the controul 


of France, and, of courſe, their councils likewiſe will be ſo. 
Ancient forms may for awhile remain, but it is not poſlible, 
under circumſtances of this kind, that they. ſhould be more 
than forms. Half the political regulations of the country, 
perhaps the whole, will proceed from the repreſentatives. of 
this Republic with the army : Nor: will any of its inhabi- 


tants, other than thoſe of decided patriotiſm, be employed 
by them, in any office of truſt or profit. Thus the weight 


and authority of the government will be gradually transferred 
to the popular ſcale. The people at large will ſoon take the 
admonition, and from that moment the ancient fabric, 
which was before tottering, will be levelled with the ground. 
The ordinary allurements of freedom are ſufficiently great 
to the maſs of mankind to require no additional recommen- 
dation in its favour, and the hand of power muſt be ſtrong 
where it is not purſued with effect; but in the preſent in- 


: 
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| n the additional indudement will de great; 0 
well known, that this Republic can repoſc no confalttiee jy 
the exiſting government, and eſpecially in the houſe of 
Orange, and which might not be the caſe and moſt 
would not, With that which would ſucceed a 1 ſu 

muſt be equally obyious that its continuance will furniſh q 
| ſtrong argument here for the diſmemberment. This cout 
deration, therefore, will add a new ſtimulus to all thoſd Wi Who 
incline rather to preſerve the independence of _ 
than become reduced into a few departments of Frun 

Before this great atchievement, and which Ne 9 pi 
an exploit of the aneient Roman empire, than: thoſe of wh 
dern princes, there was à eollectien of diplomatic ch>raQery 
formal and informal, from ſeveral of the powers af wart 
others friendly to ſome of them, at Baffe' in Switzerlind) 
and who expected to be met there by ſome agent of . 
from this Republic, to eommenee negociations- for P 
But as ſoom as they heard bf this event, that proſpect vn, 
ed, and it is faid that ſome of them have retired home, wi 
others arrived here to confer more direMly with the goveuw 
ment'itfeff. Count Carletti, from Florence, and Baron Sth 
from Sweden, men faid to be friendly to the French revels 
tion, are thofe only who are known; and the latter is fup 
ſed: rather to expect, than to have brought, his c 


with him. 
I herewith tranſmit to you ſome communications received 


from Mr. Skipwith, and which will ſhew the ſtate of the 
Bordeaux and St. Domingo claims , and 1 beg of you to l 
aſſured of the unremitted attention which I ſhall eontinus 
pay to theſe concerns, and indeed to NOR other © in _ 
my age: are . 1 | | 


*:6:${ 97'S 
| i 5 


5th Ney P. 8. Since ee ee ee con 
details have been received of the ſucceſs of the Freneh-in UW 
United Netherlands, and by which it appears that every thing 
which was predicted i in that reſpect has been verified. N 
liamſtadr, Breda, Gorcum, Bergen-op-zoom, and the fleet, hels 
by the ice in the Texel, are all taken. I n baue 


tire papers 9 toſs A. 


* 


= 


7 + - 


r FS 5 6 


* eee. F | 
4 ot p - TA 
: . 
r 


Wire g r. 7017 ing 2 ETON 3 


8. Uaiged States and 16 Nanni naſe 
The dellgn of this letter is c o Na ag 
Picſants of Philadelplida; whoſe ee P65 tis 


uble. 1 have not the pleaſure of being peeto — 2] 


with this genfleman ; but 16's 
kim friendly offices; and I um #0 rhe ihe 
ftion-on rar A enſere + oben oo 


a eitcumſtantet owl 
— N dither he 


with cake.» Sagan 


oftly ufe it in cotattwnicating ts you the prizicipal 
1 Tou uc not beg tate in cho 


eee with np —_ I 
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From Mr. Monroe, 45 WE E. 


Feri Fargary 17th, £77708 
fre, 


Tut 10 Dacembyr ld kali papers were receiv» 
d here, containin ng ſuch accounts of your ves. 4 =_ 


hatch a confi perſon po yu, fpr fuck trif 
had been done, 2s 2 1 enable me to bear ch ag 

tat moment, however, Twas aur dh 2 

lbrember, intimating, chat 

t be made Known until it raed 9 a el 

it contained nochn deny 


other powers. us e 
Ie the Pate becauſe I ail, tre ein 


$ mutual ot to be ted fr re; 
. a inns 2 


ly given. 
To day yours vf 28 


he f Bendl by c Te 1 fint — ho youre 5 


Received on the 16th of 2 or Dae thas dme, by! Mr. ats. 


ae e it eontains 2 438 


1 Britiſh adminiſtration, as excited wy uneaſineſz in the 
juacils of this government, and Hyad it in contegn 7 7 


* * BE 


; . 2 
ſelf ar liberty to communicate to me the contents of the treaty, 
and as it is of great importance to our affairs here, to remove MI . 
all doubt upon this point, I have thought it proper to reſume Ml + ! 


my original plan of ſending a perſon to you for rhe neceſſay pri 


information, and have, in conſequence, diſpatched the beam den 
Mr. John Purviance, for that purpoſe. I have been the mπ nen 


Paris, during the laſt ſeſſion of the Senate, loitered here 
that the Preſident has ſuperceded him by m 


With the frankneſs of my friendſhip, I muſt diſcharge th 
dbligation of my office, by communicating to you the opinions 


duplicate of Tk letter, No. 3, of the 15th of September kali 


immediately. 


induced to this from the further conſideration, that in cal 
I ſhould be favoured with the communication promiſed 
eypher, it would be impoſſible for me to comprehend it 
Mr. Morris took his with him.— Mr. Purviance is from Ny 
ryland, a gentleman of integrity and merit, and to, when 


you may commit whatever you may think. proper to conſq; 1 

with perfect ſafety. It is neceſſary, however, to obſerve, M Pier 

as nothing will ſatisfy-this government but a copy of the i; oy 
1 


ſtrument itſelf, and which, as our ally, it thinks itſelf ents 
tled to, ſo it will be uſeleſs for me to make, to it any or 


eomm̃unication ſhort of that. I mention this, that yown vent 
Ino preciſely the ſtate of my engagements here, and how 
deem it my duty to act under them in relation to this gbjett 


I beg leave to refer you to Mr. Purviance, for whateng 
other information you may wiſh on this ſubject, or the affan 
more generally of this Republic _, 
From the Secretary of State of the United States, to M. , Monr, 
. Pbiladelphia, December 2nd, i gg. 

Oy the 27th inſtant, “ I had the honour of receivingtk 
being the firſt and only official notification of your hug 


entered upon the duties of your miſſion. 4 
Alexander Duvernet, who was appointed vice- conſul a 


long, without a ſuſpicion being entertained of his defaulh 


& 


ſeph Pitcairn, of New-York; who goes off for his re 


* * 


which we entertain here concerning the ſpeech which 0 
made on your introduction into the national convention. 


55 8 15 Laftan in the original alrime no doubt intended. 204 
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ivate chamber of ſame committee. Your. letter of cre- 


ment was deſirous of making; and though the language of 


292 C . « . . ( 
corous criticiſm-of nations at war with France. 


= 


rention the theatre of diplomatic civilities. We ſhould have 
ſuppoſed, that an introduction there would have brought to 


lied powers jealous : With England we are now in treaty : 


favor of France: Our citizens are notoriouſly gallican in their 


of good humour: And therefore, in the diſcloſure of my 


ſuſpicions.” Under the influence of theſe ſentiments we 


on ton would have been fo framed, as to leave heart-burning no- 
* where. If private affection and opinions had been the only 
te points to be conſulted, it would have been immaterial where 
er 12 or how they were delivered. But the range of a public miniſ- 
having BY ers mind will go to all the relations of our country with the 
| whole world. We do not perceive, that Jour inſtructions. 
ful a tare impoſed upon you the extreme glow of ſome parts of your 
ere fe addreſs ; and my letter in behalf of the houſe of Repreſenta- 
cla des, which has been conſidered by ſome. gentlemen as tos 
ag Jo ſtrong, was not to be viewed in any other light, than as exe- _ 
0 euting the taſk aſſigned by that bod xx. W248 
7 After theſe remarks, which are never to be interpreted into 
ge e any dereliction of the French cauſe, I muſt obſerve to y 
10108 BY that they are made principally.to recommend caution ; leſt we xæ 


It ſeems, that upon your arrival the downfall-of Robeſ- 
pierre, and the ſuſpenſien of the uſual routine of. buſineſs,  - 
combined perhaps with an anxiety to demonſtrate. an affec- 
tion for the United States, had ſhut up for a time the di- 
plomatic cabinet, and rendered the hall of the national con- 


Iy England we have been impeached for breaches of faith in 
hearts: It will be wiſe to hazard as little as poſhble on the ſcore. 
feelings, ſomething is due to the poſſibility of foſtering new 


ſhould be obliged, at ſome time or other, to explain away or 
n. i Gilavow an exceſs of ſervor, ſo as to reduce it down to the 
cool ſyſtem of neutrality. You have it ſtill in charge to cuk 
twate the French Republic with zeal, but without any unne- 
ceſary eclat ; becauſe the dictates of ſincerity do not demand, 


When you left us, we all ſuppoſed, that. your recepti an; ; 
as the miniſter of the United States, would take place in the 


dence contained the degręe of profeſſion, -which the govern-, 
it would not have been cooled, even if its ſubſequent publi- 
city had been foreſeen; ſtill it was natural to expect, that the 
remarks, with which you might accompany its delivery, 
would be merely oral, and therefore not expoſed to tlie ran- 


mind theſe ideas. < The United States are neutral: The al- 
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ſhould have hoped, that your addreſs to the national conven- 


( its 1 

rait we ſhould zende: notorious all our feelings in Favwhr of 
ther nation. enn 
In pour letter you ſay, that you have not been inſtill 
th de hre a repeal of the decree, which violated che 23d and 
24th articles of the treaty of commerce: That you did 30 
know, but it had been toferated from the ſoundeſt motives of 
political expedicitce—leſt the demand for the reſcindingit 
5 produce 4 call for the guarantee. Indeed you have gone 
r ; having declared in your memorial, that you were 
der no inſtructions to complain of, or requeſt the repeal of; the 
decree authorizing à departure from thoſe articles 3 and that 
11, upon reconfideration, after the experiment made; the c 
mittèe of public fafety ffwuld be of opinion, that it proud 
any ſolid henefit to the French Republic, thte American g 
vernment, and your countrymen in general, would not on 
bear the departure with patience, but with pleaſure. 
Ide fourth head of mjury, ſtated in your letter, ſhews thit 
u were poffeffed of caſes, which turned entirely upon the 
1mproptiety of the decree; and ſuch too was cetraigly' the 
fact. Now, without the abrogation of the decree, fo-tat 
it reſpecked thoſt cafes, the redreſs which you were inftratk 
ed to demand, evuld not be obtained, In truth, there wa 

ne cauſe or ptetence for aſking relief, but upon the gros 
of chat derree having violated the treaty. Does not tlas ex 
dead to rhe inevitable concluſion, that the dectee, if operative 
in future inſtances, would be no lefs difagreeabte 3 and cn. 
qutntiy, that Its operation in future inſtantes ought h 
pꝛevwented; à circumſtance, which could be accompfifhed 
oh by 2 total repeal. The papers of the ſhip Lauren, 
eontaitied 4 refetence to one or more repreſentations of N 
Morris againſt the decree; fo that the buſineſs had bv 

——_ broken to the French government. 
Neither theft repreſentations, nor yer your apptication 
| appears to Have ſuggeſted a requiſition of the 8 The 
oftiffivn to demand its fulflment vp to this day, is a privh, 
that their policy did not approve af fuch meaſure : AN 


this they were wiſe; ſince we ſhould have been leſs Avant 


gedus t6 them dy aſſociating in the war, than we have been 
39 6ur beutral character. If I am not miſtaken, this ſenciuient 
has been delivered often by Mr. Fauchet. Befides, you thight 
have very readily repetled any ſerious alluſion to the guatan 

by Lan as your inſtructions indicate, that you were directel 
to ſend that fubject on this fide of the water. I muſt add anether 
obſervation; Mat I do not ſee how, if you are to be detertid 
by the Puarantee, you can ever claim compenfation for 


8 


225 Fiaker 23: 


tw 1. 
infraction of the treaty, fince you will always be in danger 
of having it hong 
good Sir 


But, my a & ek things be as they will, was 
it neceſſary to intimate, that an indifference prevailed in our 
government as to theſe articles, by a declaration, that- you 
were not inſtructed to complain of the derree? I confeſs, 
that I am unappriſed of the data upon which ſuch an opinion 
could be founded: And ——_n_— the Prefident himſelf 
would not undertake, that the people of the United States 
would bear with patience a departure from ſtipulations, 
which are generally believed to be important to us. But 
if, from out friendſhip to the French Republic, we might 
ſuſtain a miſchief with pleafure ; ſtill we ſhould not chooſe 
that the aſſumption of one of our rights, without confult- 
ing us, ſhould become a precedent for the aſſumption of any 
other. | 2 

Let me therefore intreat you, if my letter of July 3oth, 
has not already ſtimulated you to remonſtrate again the 


W decree, to do ſo without delay. We do not with you to 
ſwerve from the line of conciliation, which is marked out in 


the laſt paragraph of your letter. On the 3 
tion which does not detract from the dignity of his governs 
ment, its rights, and his own ſelf · reſpect, is a valuable quali- 
ty in a miniſter, We only hope, that the committee of pub- 
lic ſafety may not continue in the belief, that the Executive 
ae of opinion, that it will de faricfaftory to diſpenſe with 
T articles. | | Fo 4 — 
am exttem py in aſſuring you many of Mr. 
Fauchet's og Arey fem oak adn The documents. 
concerning the failure to ſalute the Semillafite, and the fup- 
poſed inſult to the Favorite, are encloſed to yon, that you 
may be able to evinee our folicitude to cement our good will 
on every occaſion which is offered. "3 ads 5E4s 
Colonel Alexander Anderſon of this city, who has a claim 
for compenſation, and whoſe. agent will call upon you, re- 
queſts me to forward the enclofed papers. T1 alfo tranſmit 
w imperfe& preparatory formation in the caſe of Mr. 
. Graeme. : | 


A freſh collection of ſpokation papers is feat, according to 


- liſt ſubjoined, The newſpapers, We, aurcompany this 


Tan, We. 


EDM. RANDOLPH, _ 
© | Secramary ei State. 
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FTnou Mn. Moxrot, To THE SECRETARY or STATE») 


| Paris, February 12th,” 1705. 


I was bonored wich yours of the 2nd December, thun 
days ſince, and by which I find that my third letter only had 
then reached you, although th: two preceding, with duplicates, 
were forwarded according to their reſpective dates, and h 
opportunities which promiſed ſecurity and diſpatch. 

[ read, with equal ſurprize and concern, the ſtrictures you 
deemed it necefiary to make upon ſome particulars of my coꝶ: 
duct here; becauſe I think it did not merit them, and truſt 
upon a further view of all circumſtances, you will entertain 
the ſame opinion. Of theſe, by this time, you will poſſeſ 
general view: A more particular detail, however, I think Pi0e, 
per now to communicate. 

It is objected, that I addreſſed the convention oo 2 * 
of ſentiment not warranted by my inſtructions. Second; 
that J made public what was intended, and policy diQated, 


ſhould be kept private. And thirdly ; that I compromitteds 


the government, by ſaying, that it was willing to tolerate in. 
Juries, which it was not diſpoſed to tolerate; whereby, an im. 
portant intereſt to our country was flighted or given up. 
Whether my addreſs contains a ſingle ſentiment or expte 

ſon diffcrent from what my inſtructions and the declarations 
of the legillative branches contain, is to be determined by. 
comparing the one with the other. I had them before me at the 
time, and, drew it by them; of courſe I thought it did not, and 
I now think fo. The force, however, of this objection is 
I preſume, comprized. i in the ſecond ; for if the communica» 
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tion had been. in private and not in public, the objection moſt 
probably would not. have been made. Uponthis point, there- 
fore, a more thorough explanation is neceſſary, and for this 

urpoſe a full view of the circumſtances and motives which 
influenced my conduct, equally ſo. PO e ee 

Upon my arrival here, I found our affairs, as it was known 
they were before J ſailed, in the worſt” poſſible ſituation. 
The treaty between the two Republics was violated: Our 
commerce was harraſſed in every quarter, and in every article, 
even that of tobacco not excepted. Our ſeamen taken on 
board our veſſels were often abuſed, generally impriſoned and 
treated in other reſpects like the ſubjccts of the powers at war 
with them: Our former miniſter was not only without the 
confidence of the government, but an object of particular jea- 
louſy and diſtruſt: In addition to which it was ſuſpected, 
that we were about to abandon them for a copnection with 
England, and for which purpoſe principally, it was believed 
that Mr. Jay had been ſent there. The popular prepoſſeſſion 
too in our favor had abated, and was in ſome meaſure at a 
ſtand ; for the officers of the fleets from America had brought 
unfavourable accounts of our diſpoſitions towards them. Thus 
the connection between the two countries, hung as it were, by 
a thread; and I am convinced, that if ſome perſon poſfeſſing 
their confidence had not been ſent, it would have been broken. 

My firſt reception was marked with cireumſtances which 
fully demonſtrated theſe facts, and ſhewed how critical the 
ground was on which we ſtood; for it is unqueſtionably true, 
that notwithſtanding my political principles were ſubſcribed 
to, the committee, or the governing party in it, were diſpof- 
ed to delay my reception w me entirely out of view, and 
deſtroy altogether the effect of my miſſion. It was ſaid; that 
3% my principles were with them, I ought on that account 
to be the more avoided; for if they confided in me, I ſhould 
only lull them aſleep as to their true intereſt, in regard to tlie 
movements on foot; and under this impreſſion, I was viewed 
vith a jealous eye, and kept at the moſt awful diſtance. *'This 
geportment towards me was ſo obſcrvable, that it attracted the 
attention of the repreſentatives of other powers here, and was 
moſt prodably communicated elſewhere. | 
Into what conſequences this policy, which was hoſtile to 
us, might lead, I could not readily perceive ; but I was alarm-- 
d on that head; for I well knew that an avowed enmity by 
this government, againſt our executive adminiſtration, and 
in which it threatened to break out, purſued with paſ- 
*0 x4 I had reaſon to apprehend if would be, would not 


only injure our national charaQer, but likewiſe diſturb 
Internal tranquility, and perhaps involve us in War. 
interval between ſuch 8 Rep and the exiſting ſtate of 
Was ſmall, and in the tide of their fortunes, which were 
ſperous, I was fearful it would be taken. Thus cin 
anced, what courſe did policy diftate that I ſhould purſyet 
Did it become me to look on 2s a tranquil ſpectator of mi 
chinations that portended fo much miſchief to my country 
or was it more wiſe, more eonſiſtent with the obligations of 
the truſt I had accepted, to make a decifye effort to defeat! 
them ? And, adopting the latter counſel, in what line ſhauli 
that effort be directed, or by what means enabled to ty 
ceed? The doors of the committee, as already mentioned! 
were cloſed againſt me: And had it been otherwiſe, knowing 
J did the dilpofition of that body towards us, would i} 
have been prudent to bare depofited thoſe documents wnda! 
te care, ſinee they furniſhed the only means by which I could 
counteract its views? Or was it to be preſumed, that the 
elarations of friendſhip which they contained, would prada 
in the councils of that body any change of ſentiment, adi 
8 it had been, and armed as ir was, with a ſeries 9 
evidence, and in which it would place a greater confidence 
I can aſſure you, and with great ſincerity, | that after 
in my mind, fo far 26 I was able, and with periett es 
{for the imputations againſt me were not of a nature to inſpire 
ee range of our affairs in their general relation 
thoſe of other powers, and in which you deem my chu 
deſective, that the meaſure I adopted appeared bo md: 
vet only the moſt eligible one; but that, in the then jun 
of affairs, I thought it wy indiſpenſable duty to adopt it 
Nor was I diſappointed in any of the conſequences pad 
which I had calculated ; for by this public demonſtraties 
our regard for this nation and its revalufiow (though inder ia 
word was not uſed) the you at large were d on '@s 
ncht fide: The abettors of a contrary doctrine were in a gue 
meaſure confounded ; and as foon as the impreſſioa 
the public mind had time to react back npen the 


£ 
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counctls, aided by the little incidents I caught at r0- inn 
confidence; together with a change of the members of ths 
1 was the object, even in that body, though f 
ly, yet finally, completely accompliſhed, ..* 

But you intimate that 12 to ren funned this public 


thx 


ty, from the fear it might injure our depending 
With Britain and Span. Had I ſeen to | 


neafuve : Butt — none; on the — Mat 1 


ad produce the oppoſite effect, was in my opinion certain. 

ching demonſtrating this, permit me to develope, according to 

e ps y idea of it; the jd of Mr. Jay's miſhon, and the con- 

om agencies upon which His fueceſs depended. This will den 

ei be relaon whith mine had to his, and more fatisfaQurily 

4 un I can otherwiſe do, the motives in that reſpect of thy con- 
| 


8 
K. 


A. 
f uderſiood that the fole objeck bf Mr. Jay's miſſion . 


e demand the furrender of the poſts, and compenſation fo. 
ſhould juries, and was perſuaded that his ſucceſs will d depend up- 
0 bag; two primary confiderations ; | e fucceſs of the French ar- 
108608 ics and the continuance of a m fect good underſtand- 
a becween the two Republics. If we were diſappointed in 
uld (ns ber of theſe Evens, I concluded Git b. his miffion would fail; 


rwe knew that a long and able negociation for the firſt obs 
dt had alceady proved abortive, and we ſaw in the preceding 
ar, when Toulon Was taken, and fortune ſeemed to frown 
jon the arms of this Republic, that an order was iſſued ſor 
loſe ſpoliations of which we ſo juſtly complain. We like- 
ie ſaw afterwards, when the ſpirit of this nation was rouſed 
| vitcry attended its efforts, that that order was teſcinded 
u ſome reſpect fhewn to the United States, Thus it ap- 
ared, that our fortune, at feaſt ſo far às depended upon Bri- 


on that of France. - ; 
But the ſucceſs of France could not reload to our adran- 
re, and eſpecially in the negociation with Britain, without a 


it without which, we could neither count upon ſucceſs in 
weiation, nor in aſs it failed, upon the fortunate iſſue of 
Is, if war ſhould'be appealed to. By negociation we could 
hope for ſucceſs otherwiſe than from the apprehenſion in 
Britiſh cabinet, that if we were not- accommodated, we 


the price of ani e equiva ent, and thus pa pay again for what was 
ady our due: Nor could we expect it from the affection, he. 
"E or the liberality of that court; for we well knew 


kant, But we could not join in the war, nor even 
ul ourſelves of chat argument in negociation, without a 
rert with France; for withogt ſuch concert, we might 
nmence at the moment {lie was about to conclude 3 
ereby we ſhould be left alone to'contend with that power; 


in, aid of courſe the fucceſs of Mr. Jay s miſlion, depended ; 


underſtanding and concert with the French government: 


buld ; join. in the war a inſt them; We could not accept it 


2d poſſeſſed thole virtues, we ſhould have had no cauſe 


dwould * be * If then our * S 


rr 
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underſtanding with France was broken, or the neceſſary conem 
between us incomplete, Britain would only have to amuſe y 
kill the criſis had paſſed, and then defy us. | 
If this doctrine is true, and it is admitted, that the ſuccel 
of Mr. Jay's miſſion depended upon a good underſtanding wif 
the French Republic, it follows, that the more cordial it wi 
and the more generally known, the happier the effect v 
be; and of courſe that, by exhibiting this public proof of 
inſtead of retarding, I forwarded eſſentially the object of th 
negociation: And ſuch, indeed, was my idea at the time; 
I knew that the movement would be ſo underſtood on 
other ſide of the channel; and in conſequence, believed 
would produce a good effect, and in which I was the ny 
confirmed by the information of ſeveral of my countryme 
who were in England when the embargo was impoſed, 
x | who aſſured me that if it had. been continued, Mr. Jays 
2 ceſs would have been tmmediate. | 
J | That the Engliſh adminiſtration would complain of 
1 | movement, and of me, was what I expected; but I knew th 
b | was ſent here not to ſubſerve the views of that adminilſtraty 
and truſted that whilſt I reſted on my inſtructions, andy 
formed my duty with integrity, although my judgment my 
occaſionly err, as thoſe of moſt men ſometimes do, that 
conceſſion would be made to my diſcredit, in favbur oft 
adminiſtration: On the contrary, that I ſhould be fn 
| ſupported againſt its attacks by thoſe who fent me l 
I truſt that this has been the caſe in the preſent inſtu 
and upon which point I am more anxious, upon public 
private conſiderations; becauſe I well know, that if any! 
conceſſion has been made, it was immediately communi 
ted by its inſtruments here, and for the purpoſe of w 
the confidence of this government in our own ; a prad 
ſyſtematically purſued heretofore, and with the hope off 
rating, or at leaſt of preventing any kind of concert bet 
the two countries. 
Had the fortunes of France been unproſperous upon 
arrival here, the motive for greater caution would have 
ſtronger. But the caſe was in every reſpect otherwile. 
fortunes were at the height of Fu Baru and thoſe of! 
& enemies deciſively on the decline. It was obvious that 
„ | thing was wanting to preſerve tranquillity at home, at 
| 3 enſure ſucceſs in our foreign negociations, but the 
— wiſhes and the good offices of this republic toward 
| By the meaſure, therefore, I thought that every thing 
to be gained and nothing to be loſt. 


Im} 


ome time fince tranſmitted to you a decree which carried 
- treaty into effect, and yielded the point in queſtion. Sa- 


c | y obtained, by the manner in which it was urged : For 
vs of enerous poly is better calculated to 2 a good effect 
I of e, than a rit one: And other than in this light my 


declaration cannot be conſidered. Surely I did not concede 
e point, nor intimate an indifference upon it : On the con- 
rary, I laboured, with the greateſt force of which I was ca- 
able, to demonſtrate the intereſt we had in it as well as 
hemſelves: Nor did. I condeſcend in that or any other 
ranſaction. In general I know I am more apt to err on 
e other ſule; and I am perſuaded, that in the preſent in- 
tance you will find, upon a peruſal of the paper in queſtion, 
n of nt although it contains expreſſions of friendſhip, it certainly 
xtrays none of condeſcenſion. be. 88 | 
I have thus anſwered the objections contained in your 
rictures upon my conduct, by ſtating the circumſtances 
nder which I ated, with my motives of action; and I pre- 
me ſatisfied you, that I did not merit them. But I cannot 


wed liſmiſs the ſubject without Wange that, when I review 
be f e ſcenes through which I have paſſed, recollect the difficul- 
| es I had to encounter, the ſource from whence they proceed- 
me 2 . . .” + . 

bn d, and my efforts to inſpire confidence in our adminiſtration, 
public nithout which nothing could be done, and much miſchief 


Fas to be apprehended, I cannot but feel mortified to find, 
lat, for {this very ſervice, I am cenſured by that adminiſtra- 
hon, 

You have already feen by the courſe of my correſpondence, 
lat however difficult it was to ſucceed, yet at certain times, 
re were completely poſſeſſed of the confidence of this go- 
ernment ; and that, at theſe timas, I had the good fortune to 
Kcompliſh ſome objects of importance to us. But it is likewiſe 


"I by duty to inform you, that I was at the ſame time enabled 
rwiſe. WE penetrate more accurately into what would moſt probably 
ofe if its policy towards us, in caſe we continued to poſſeſs that 


nfidence unimpaired : And I now declare, that I am of 
pinion, if we ſtood firmly upon that ground, there is no 
mice within the power of this 13 to render, that it 
ould not render us, and upon the ſlighteſt intimation. In 


thing r. interval between the period of thoſe communications 
| ſich were made by me to the committee, explanatory of 
ur ſituation with Britain, Spain, &. and the arrival of the 


Upen the third point but little need be fad, T hae 


isfied I am, too, it was greatly forwarded, if not abſolute- 


which are not N to be forced in an oppoſite digeQing 


gn ; 
intelligence of Mr. Jay's treaty, the indicationg of this 
fition were extremely ſtrong ; For at that time I had 
to believe, that it contemplated to take under its Care, 
to provide for, our protection againſt Algiers ; for the ex 
fon of the Britiſh from the weltern poſts, and the eſtab 
ment of our right with Spain to the free nayi al | 
Niſſiſippi, to be executed in the mode we ould | pre er. N 
upon terms perfectly eaſy to us ʒ terms, in ſhort, which low 
only the aid of our credit to obtain a loan from aur on 
banks for an inconſiderable ſum, to be laid out in = But: 
chaſe of proviſions, within our own country, and to bem 
imburſed, if poſſible, by themſelyes. But by bat intell 
gence, this diſpoſition was checked, but not changed; N 
it is with the courſe of opinions as with that of „ 


* 
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after they have deciſively taken a particular one. I ment 
this for your information, not indeed, in relation to the yall 
but future meaſures of the executive; for I am {till inclined 
believe, that if the arrangement with England, or the ney 
ciation with Spain ſhould fail, it is poſſible, provided a futs 
ble attempt be made here before a peace is cloſed with thok 
powers reſpectively, to accompliſh the whole through tis 
means of this government, and upon terms which Woh 
perhaps require no offenſive movement, or other act wh 
would rightfully ſubject us to the imputation of a breach cen 
neutrality. Well ſatisfied I am, that the full wow of ol! 
fortunes might be thrown with deciſion into our ſcale, and 2t 
in a manner that would enable us to turn thoſe fortunes e 
the beſt account in negociatio on. 
I am happy to inform you, that Mrs. La Fayette was latel \ 
ſet at liberty; and although I could not make a formal api the 
cation in her favor, yet it was done in accommodation v to t 
that which was informally made. She attended immediate eve: 
at my houſe, to declare the obligation ſhe owed to our cπ. tain 
try, and of which ſhe manifeſted the higheſt ſenſibility. U Fra 
fortunately ſhe is and has been for ſome time paſt deffatu tim: 
of reſource, and in conſequence required aid, not only ill ra 
preſent fupport, but to dif harps the debts that were ala, mor 
due, and for which ſhe applied to me; and was thereupon WB puri 
niſhed with a ſum in aſſignats, equivalent to about one tho tr 
{and dollars in ſpecie. I made this advance upon the prince 1 
ple it was my duty to make it, as the profane of the tou 
United States, and in the expectation that the like ſum, which con 
would be paid to my order by our bankers. in Amſterdami !ts 
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be taken from the fund appropriated to the uſe of her 

youll b e congreſs in Cr of ” laft year. Is 
this approved, and may I upon that fund make future adyances 
adequate to er ſupport, and for which the inteteſt will per- 
haps ſuffice? 58 | 

A treaty. of peace, or rather of amity, with Tuſcany, with 
the progreſs of a revolution in Holland, which has been more 
rapid than I expected it would be, are the only events wor- 
thy notice, that have taken place fince my laſt, and for more u 
particular details — which I beg leave to refer you to * 
Mr. Adet, to whoſe care the preſent is committed. 


Intell P. S. I herewith incloſe you a report from Mr. Skipwith, 

; upon ſome caſes that were noticed in your laſt Ciſpatch ; as | 
6 likewiſe upon ſome others upon which application will moſt 

Qi probably be made to you, and whereby you will be enabled to 
mention vive ſatisfactory information to the parties concerned. | 
clined i 8 | 
c 2 From the Secretary of State of the United States, ta Mr. Mouses. | 
1 a ſuits | | N | | 1 | 
th thok 3 Philadeſphia, December g th, 1794- | 5 
„ = 


SINCE my letter of tte zoth ultimo, which will be 
conveyed by the ſame veſſel with this, I have had the honor | 
of receiving your very intereſting letters of Auguſt 15th and | 
25th. They are the more acceptable, as affording an earneſt > 
ef your attention to the kind of intelligence, winch is to us 
very important. | | 

We are fully ſenſible of the importance of the friendſhip of . 
the French Republic. Cultivate it with zeal, proportioued I | 
to the value which we ſet upon it. Remember to remove IS 
erery ſuſpicion of our preferring a connection with Great Bri- | | 
tain, or in any manner weakening oerl attachment to 4 
france. The caution ſuggeſted in my letter of the 3oth ul- 
timo arifes ſolely from e with to ſuſtain our cha- 3 
ratter of neutrality, in a ſtyle which may be a pattern for the | 
morality of nations. 'The Republic, white they approve of the | 
purity of your conduct, cannot but be perſuaded of the puri- | 
tr of our affection. | | 
The Prefident approves your conduct as to the national 
touſe, offered for your refidence. Your interpretation of the 
conſtitution is correct. But you are charged to make known 


ts ſenſe of this evidence of reſpect. 


* 
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The affair of the conſul is noticed in my letter of the 3oth 


ultimo. | 
I am, Se. 
EDM. RANDOLPH. 
5 N Hg Secretary of State. 
EEE 
OO — 
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From Mr. Myghroz, To THE SECRETARY OF STATE. 


Paris, February 18th, 1795. 
R, 


| I Have juſt been honored with your favor of the gth 
December, and am much gratified by its contents. The pre. 
ceding one of the 2nd had given me great uneaſineſs, but 
this has removed it. I fincerely wiſh my two firſt letters had 
reached you in the order they were writren, as they would 
have prevented yours of the 2nd December, by preventing 
the impreſſion which gave birth to it. 

Be affured I ſhall continue to forward, by all the means in 
my power, the objects of my miſſion, and I am perſuaded 
with the ſucceſs which might be expected from tnoſe efforts, 
addreſſed to the councils of a nation well diſpoſed favourably 
to receive them. The object of this is to acknowledge the 


receipt of your laſt letter, and in the expectation that it will 


accompany, under the care of Mr. Adet, my laft diſpatch, 


which was in anſwer to the preceding one. 


L No. XII. 1 1 


From Mr. Moxgok, To THE SECRETARY OF OTATE. 
g Paris, March 6th, 1795. 
SIR, 
I Avall myſelf of the opportunity by Mr. Adet, who 
leaves this to ſucceed Mr. Fauchet, of tranſmitting herewith 


ſome tommunicatiens which have lately paſſed between the 


committee of public ſafety and myſelf, upon the ſubject of 
our interfering claims with Spain; and which will ſerve not 


only ſtill further to illuſtrate my former diſpatches upon that 


e Joth 
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point, but likewiſe to ſhew the preciſe ground upon which 
it now reſts. I had thoughts of declining any further effort 
upon that head, until I was enabled to lay before the com- 
mittee the project of Mr. Jay's treaty with the Engliſh go- 
vernment, and which was and ſtill is daily expected by the 
return of Mr. Purviance; but from this I was ſwerved by a 
report, that the outlines of a treaty were nearly adjuſted = 
tween the repreſentatives of this Republic with the army, 
and ſome agent of Spain on the frontier ; from the fear that 
the peace would be cloſed with that power before our differ- 
ences were. compromiſed. Thus circumſtanced, I deemed 
it my duty, in conformity with my inſtructions (and the more 
eſpecially, as they had no right to make any inference with 
reſpect to that project other than I had ſtated) to bring 
the ſubject more fully before them than I had before done. 
Among the papers incloſed, which comprize the whole of what 

aſſed between us upon this ſubject, you will obſerve a note 
of Merlin de Douay, and which, though given by a ſingle 
member, and in reply to an informal application, —yet, as it 
marks a remaining ſolicitude upon the tranſaction to which it 
refers, I have thought it equally my duty to tranſmit for your 
information. | 

No peace is yet made with Spain, nor indeed with any 
other power, Tuſcany excepted, which was before commu- 
nicated; but it is ſtill probable that one will be made with that 
power and likewiſe with Pruſſia. It is, however, well known, 
that England is againſt it; and that ſhe exerts all the addreſs 
which ingenuity, prompted by intereſt, can ſuggeſt to pre- 
rent it; and it is poſſible that thoſe arguments which are uſed 
by the miniſter in the houſe of commons, to forward the 
preparations for war, may have weight in the- cabinets of 
other powers, and incline them to protract any definitive ar- 
rangement with this Republic, until juſt before the com- 
mencement of the campaign ; in the hopes of profiting in the 
interim by ſuch events as the chapter of accidents may throw 
in their way. But I cannot think, if the tranquillity which 
now reigns here, ſhould remain undiſturbed, and the inci- 
dents of the interval, in other reſpects prove favourable to 
the revolution, that either of them, and eſpecially Spain, w:ll 
hazard the probable evils of another campaign, for any bene- 
fit ſhe can poſſibly expect from it. In truth, the objects of 
the war, ſo far as they were ever underſtood, are now entire- 
ly changed : If a diſmemberment of the Republic was among 
them, * muſt of courſe be conſidered as abandoned: Or if 
the reſtoration of the ancient monarchy was the ſole one, the 


— 


with real danger from this ſource, in either of thoſe views, i 


the problem to be ſolved. Upon the Wo firſt points 1 00 


The ſubject, however, is ſtill under diſcuſſion, and nothing 
abſolutely: decided on it. If this latter plan ſhould be pre- 


ferred, although no ſtep be taken to app 
even prevent its decline, a conſider; 


reciatE the paper, ot 


le time will probably 


* 
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elapſe, before the final ſuſpenſion z and after this, the Re- 
public will ſtand nearly upon the ſame ground on which it 
commenced. Its debt will be but ſmall, and it will poſſeſs, 
beſides the ordinary reſource of taxation, c. national domains 
to an immenſe amount; equal, by eſtimation, to at leaſt two 
by Holland (from whence too, other aids are to be expected) 
and by the reputation of its arms. I will, however, take a 
more accurate ſurvey of this ſubject, and give you the reſule 
as ſoon as poſſible. Pts h E 

And upon the ſubject of thoſe dangers which are preſu- 
med to menace the ſafety of this Republic from the diviſions 
of its councils, I have but little to add at preſent to the de- 
tails already furniſhed. The papers, herewith forwarded, con- 


nin the report of the commiſhon of twenty-one, upon the 


denunciation of Barrere, c. and which finds cauſe of ac- 
cuſation. As ſoon as the report is printed, the denounced 
will be heard before the convention, who will decide, by 
what is called the appel nominal, for their acquittal or tri- 


al; and in the latter caſe, they will, in convenient time, be 
ſent to the revolutionary tribunal, and in my opinion, final- - 


ly, to the guillotine, unleſs they ſhould previouſly abſcond, 
as one of them (Vadier) has already. done, -and which it is 
wiſhed, even by thoſe moſt active in the proſecution, they 
all may do, This particular incident will not be new to you, 
and in other reſpects the councils of the country bear the: 
ame aſpect they have done from the time of my arrival. 


In contemplating the poſſible effects of this proſecution, 


er what may be called a diviſion. of the public councils, the 
friends of the revolution have cauſe to regret, that ſince a de- 
ciion upon the conduct of theſe members was to be taken, 
it was not ſooner taken. If it had followed immediately 
after the execution of Robeſpierre, it would have occaſior- 
ed leſs noiſe, and borne leſs the aſpect of party colliſion. Its 
protraction too has expoſed the government to dangers which 
would not otherwiſe have exiſted: For by the delay, the two-- 
fold criſis of the trial, and of famine, or rather the ſcarcity 
of proviſions, will take place preciſely at the ſame moment; 
than which there certainly could not be a coincidence of 
events more favorable to the views of the coaleſced powers, 


or unfayourable to thoſe of the Republic. But you have al- 


ready ſeen by the coùrſe of this tranſaction, that although 
the preponderating'party has denounced, and may finally ex- 
cute, theſe members, it has potwithſtanding, acted rather 
een de riline than, ige. "Had the proſecution 


2 


1 millions ſterling, in ſpecie ; ſupported in its credit - 
1 


* 


of the revolution are inthe hearts of the people. 


In my opinion (I ſpeak of the preſent moment mare .pattigus 


, which I fee that the great maſs of the French nation, through 


and which on that account 1 farbear to repeat) tend to de- 


May, 1793, which terminated in the arreſtation and deſtruc- 
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been debe with tha at degree of zeal and} vigor, of Which WM %! 
fo decided a majority 1s always capable, they muſt long ſince ed 
haye been carried to the ſcaifold. On this ſide, then, there in] 
was obyiouſſy no plan; nor indeed is it probable there was tat 
any on the other: For Fam convinced, that the real object of ca 
at leaſt four out of five, on both ſides, has been to complete gr. 
the revolution. The coincidence, therefore, muſt be deems pe 
ed one of thoſe unlucky; but fortuitous arrangements, forced kn 
by the courfe of events, not to be controuled, and under e ! 
which the ſriends of republican government muſt conſole 
themſelves with the reflsction, that although, in a pollible 
view, it may prove injurious to their cauſe, yet if it glides 
ſmoothly by, it will produce a carceſpondent benefit, by de 
monſtrating to the world, how deeply rooted the principle 


But dogs no danger threaten the Republic from this ſource} 


trly)none: For, from all thoſe circumſtances which have palle 
ed under my view ſince my arrival, I am-ſatisfied that whull 
the majority of the convention is on the ſide of the revolution 
it will be ſupported by the people, and I am. even perſuaded, 
that if the majority was againſt it, although, in conſequences, it 

would be able to gccafion great contuſion and do in other ts 
ſpects much injury; yet it would not be able to reſtore.the 
ancient monarchy. In advancing this poſition, I reaſon. nd 
only from recent incidents, but from paſt events; and h 


all the viciſitudes of the war, and ſucceſſion of parties, was 
always-on the fide of the revolution; ſupporting the convens 
tion with an undeviating perſevorance; not becaule it poſſeſſed 
their unbounded. confidence, but becauſe they. believed it in 
be true to the main object, and was,, of courſe, the only 2 
rock upon which they could reſt; with ſafety. A variety d 

circumſtances, marked in ſtrong characters and by great events 
in the courſe of the revolution (heretafore communicated 


monſtrate the truth of this poſition. Nor have the citizens hüllt 
of this Republic merited, in ather reſpects, the reputation . 
for turbulence and liconticuſacts, often aſcribed to them in WW Erro 
foreign countries: For it is unqueſtionably true, that the great 
atrocities which have ſtained the different ſtages of the revo- conve 


lution, and particularly the maſfacres of the and and 3d 8 p * 
tember, 1792, and the invaſion of the convention on the 31 8 3 


tion of che Girondine party, dd got 3 a kicent- i of 


PRs 


E 

sus commotion of the people. On the contrary, it is helisv2 
ed, that many of the immediate agents in the firft were not 
inhabitants of Paris; but brought from a conſiderable dif- 
tance, and fome even from Italy, put in motion by ſome ſecret 
cauſe not yet fully underſtood. It is alſd affirmed, that the 
great maſs of the people of Paris were ignorant of what was 
perpetrating at the time of the tranfaction, and that thoſe who 
knew of it were ſtruck with the fame horror that we were 
when we heard of it on the other ſide of the Atlantic. And 
the movement of the 3 fſt of May, when they were embodied 
and arranged againſt the convention, was a movement on their 
part, in obedience to the law, and for which they were regu- 
ws ſummoned, and „ ordinary officers, It 
ig ſaid that the great maſs knew nothing of the object to which 
they were to be made inſtrumental: That the fecret was de- 
polited with a few only in the convention; fuch as Robef= 
pierre, Danton, Sci who governed the operation, and the. 
Mayor of the city; the general and ſome principal officers of 
the guards, and who marſhalled the citizens out as upon as 
ordinary parade; The party in the houſe, which controuled 
the moyement, kitew how to turn it to good. account. The 
Mayor, à partizan of Robeſpierre, c. had a few days be- 
bre preſented a petition, demanding the arreſtation of the 
twenty-two members, and it was now urged in the houſe by 
Couthon, 4 leading member of the fame party, that the pre- 
ſent difcortterits, and which he ſaid occaſioned the movement 
in queſt ion, and threttened the annihilation of the convention, 
could not be ſatisfied, unleſs thoſe obnoxious members were ar- 
teſted. And as the Girondine party did not controut the 
movement, or know any thing about it, otherwife than as ap- 
pearatices annouticed, and which were tremendous, for Hen- 
riot was thert alf6 at the head of the guards, the declarations. 
of the other party were believed to bè true, and the members: 
in conſequence arreſted. * Thus by mere finefſe, and undet 
7 dexterotis ntanagement, the Girondine party was completely 
orerwhetmed,; and the mountain party us completely efta- 
bliſtted on its ruins, and by means of the people; Who being 
ethibited im damb-ſhew by the latter were” the object of 
terror, and the cauſe of the overthrow of the former, notvwith<" 
Uandirig it was, at the times the preponderating party” in he 
convention,” and equally fo in the public eſtimator, 

Theſe Fitter details may perhaps appear inapplicabie tb the 
ſubject: But as F conſider tflem of fone impörtencg, ac Welk 
to enable yo to judge of the futurt fortune of che revelition,” - 
as of choke dangers whidt are fuppofeck by many, more imme 
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red which I have thought it my duty to ſug eſt. Permit me 


arrival will ſubject me to great embarraſſment, and for res- 
ſons given in my fourth letter of the 18th October laſt; and to 


their knowledge in office, and immediately in the preſence 
of the public councils, a perſon of a deſcription againſt which 
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diately to threaten the welfare of the Republic, I have thought 
proper to communicate them to you. The ſucceſs of the re- 
volution depends upon the people: Whatever, therefore, un- 
folds the character and diſpoſition of the people, and eſpeeci- 
ally in relation to that object, muſt of courſe be uſeful. 
I was adviſed by your favor of the 2nd December, that Mr, 
J. Pitcairn of New-York was appointed conſul for this city, 
and upon which appointment ſome conſiderations have occurs P 
plicit 
ion 
E. 
els 
ego. 
or u 
nd 
na! 
ects 
Ie rc 


to aſk: Is he an American citizen, and if ſo, whether by 
birth or naturalization ; and, in the latter caſe, whether he be- 
came ſuch ſince the revolution? If of the laſt deſcription, his 


which, with thoſe from the commiſſary of foreign affairs to me, 
tranſmitted at the ſame time, I beg leave to refer you. I can. 
didly think, if his ſituation is known, being a perſon deemed 
by the Engliſh law a ſubject of that crown, he will not be te- 
cognized, or if recognized, not without great reluctance. Shall 1 
I announce him then, withholding a communication of the fac Mrcer 
admitting it to be a fact? In eaſe I do, and it is afterwards ea 
diſcovered, what will be the impreſſion of this government Ih 
towards myſelf, and efpecially after what has paſſed between Wade 


us on the ſame ſubject ; finding that I had placed without WWWuenc 
nd at 


one, 
cop 


they had particularly objected ? And that it will be diſcovered, 
and immediately, is moſt certain; for there are already letten 
for him here from England, and theſe will moſt probably be 
multiplied tenfold after his arrival: Beſides, the charactei, 
c. of every foreign agent, and of every grade, being an ob- 
ject of ſyſtematic political enquiry, is always well known. But 
admitting the acquieſcence of this government in his favour, 
in other views this ſubject merits attention. It is to be ob- 
ſerved, that a great proportion of the buſineſs of our coun» 
trymen here is tranſacted with the government: The adjuſt- 
ment frequently requires my official ſupport : If then he does 
not poſſeſs the confidence of the government, he will not 2 
be unable to render that ſervice to our countrymen whic 

might be expected from one in his ſtation; but as he will be 
brought officially into frequent and familiar communication 
with me, it will follow, that preciſely that portion of diſtruſt 
to which he is ſubject will attach itſelf to me and produce 3 
correſpondent effect, to a certain degree, upon every ſubject 
depending here, in which we are intercſteck I know well 


(2298) 
wht What if my fourth letter had been received, I ſhould not have 


been placed in this dilemma : But how to act in caſe he ar- 


„ un- Wives, I do not know. I conſole myſelf under the hope he 
peci- Whvill not arrive; but, by delaying his departure until that letter 
| as received, put it in your power to reconſider the appoint- 

t Mr. nent. | | . 1 

city, | 
ccur. WW P. S. March 9. Since writing the above, I have been ex- 
it me Wlicitly aſſured by Mr. Pelet, a member of the diplomatic ſec- 
er by ion of the committee of public ſafety ; that in confidence 
e be- Mr. Jay's treaty contained yothing which would give uncaſi- 
1, his eis here, they had expreſsly inſtructed their agent, now 

rea- N egociating with Spain, to uſe his utmoſt efforts to ſecure 


or us the points in controverſy between the United States, 
nd that power. In conſequence, I thought proper to fend. 


o me, | | roper to | 
L can- a ſhort ſupplemental note, explanatory of the ſeveral ob- 
emed Wits of that controverſy, and which I likewiſe incloſe with 


e report of Mr. Mountflorence, by whom it was delivered.. 


Shall t the ſucceſs of their endeavours in our behalf may be, is 
fach Wncertain ; but we cannot expect the concluſion of their own 
vard eaty will be long delayed on that account. | 


I had forgotten to notify you officially the preſent I had. 
ade to the convention of our flag. It was done in conſe- 
uence of the order of that body, for its ſuſpenſion in its hall, 
nd an intimation from the Preſident himſelf, that they had, 
one, and were ignorant of the model. I herewith ſend you 
copy of my note to him accompanying it. 3 


etters | 
ly be : 
200, rom the Miniſter Plenipotentiary of the United States of Ame- 
n 10 rica, to the Committee of Public Safety. ; 
_ Paris, January 25th, 1795. © 
coun- I nave thought proper to preſent to your view, in the 


djuſt- eloſed paper, the fituation of the United States in relation 
does WP the river Miſſiſippi, and reſpecting which a negociation 
t on| now depending with the court of Spain. 'This paper opens 
whic ly this intereſting ſubject in its relation to both republics, 
vill be ed which it is proper you ſhould be correctly informed of, 
ation ¶ the preſent time. France can only aſſiſt in opening the ri- 
(truſt er, by inviting the American minifler, Mr. Short, to act in 
ncert with her, when ſhe ſhall conclude her treaty with 
at power, and which, by her permiſſion, I can eaſily accom- 
ub ; or by compriſing it in her own treaty. I have no po. _ 


Nates reſpeRing the Rever Mifeippt ; emmutticated 10 the Cm 


with their branches, fpread through the whole of the web 


however believed, that it penetrates further into the boſon 


Ward of the Alleghany mountains, and which comprizes aboll 


it is propoſed to fettle one only at a time, and of which thi 


| ſuperior to that of the old ſtates; the feliciry of irs elimate, 
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er to treat upon this ſubject, otherwiſe than by bringing it thug 
before you, for the purpoſe of afcertaming what your diſpok. 
tion is upon it; and which, with any comments. you may he 


pleaſed to make, I ſhall be happy immediately to communi 


cate to the American government. 


' mittee of Public Safety. L 
| | Patis, January 25th, 1796. 


Tur river Miſfifippi extends from about the forty-eight 
degree of north latitude to the twenty-nimtl, where it emp 
ties into the gulph of Mexico, running nearly a- north” ail 
fouth courſe, and through a tract of the moſt fertile count 
in the world. 5] e 
It bounds the United States to the weſt, from latitude thi 
ty- one, to its ſource; an extent, purfuing the courfe of then 
rer, of about two thoufand miles. 3 

Many rivers empty into the Miffiſippi on the eaſt; the pi 
cipal of which are the Illinois and the Ohio, and whidh 


ern interior of the United States, and make it à mil 
delightful region. Other rivers empty into it from the well 
of which the Miffourt is the moſt important. 'This lat 
Has never been traced to its ſource; although voyagers lit 
paſied up it above one thoufand five hundred miles: I 


of the continent than the age itſelf, Ml 
The whole of that portion of the United States Tying wel 


one half the territory within the ſaid ſtates, depends vpat 
this river for the export df its productions ta foreign markets 
It comprehends a, portion of the- territory of ſeveral of the 
exiſting ſkates: Perhaps one third of Pennſylvania, Virgin 
North-Carolina, and Georgia; the whole of Kentucky, ll 
an immenſe tract of vacant territory, lying between the Oli 
and the Miſſiſippi, which has already been laid out into f 
ſeparate ſtates, and which are to be admitted into the Un 
with the fame rights as the old ſtates, when they ſhall * 
ſpectively attain a certain number of inhabitants. Of the 


firſt has already been commenced. | -—_ 
When we examine the extent of this territory; its fertilitf 


g al 
ts pr 
ing 

ents 
{o01 
emb 
ore 

lobe. 
Its! 
108, 
will 
ma 
ne ſuj 
5 lo 
ur in 
dies; 
de me 
id wi 
oviſi 
But 
end 1 
te ſet! 
as ſec 


d G 


} Dpa; 


Pciatic 


and 
e. 
At tl 


nce of 
id, th: 
e lake 
ch | 
» IMP 
neh 
Irticul 


£ 135 1 


ies an within the temperate zone; the kind and quality of 
fiſpoß. . productions, ſuch as hemp, flour, corn in, ſhort every 
nay be ing neceffary in human life ; protected in its infant ſettle- 
mum 


.cnts by the government of the United States, and admitted 


emberſhip with them,—we are compelled to appreciate it 
ore highly than any other vacant tract known upon the 
[ts ſettlement is of importance to all thoſe Luropgan coun- 
ics, whoſe inhabitants are engaged in manufactures; becauſe 
will furniſh, in abundance, rude materials for every ſpecies 
manufacture : 'To thoſe which have occaſion at times for 
je ſupply of proviſions; becauſe it will furviſh an exhauſt- 
6 ſource of every ſpecies of proviſion: But it is of pecu- 


dies; becauſe it lies in the neighbourhood of thoſe iſlands, 
e mouth of the Miſſiſippi being nearly in the ſame latitude; 
1d will furniſh every thing in demand there, ſuch as Iuraber, 
oriſions, Sc. | | 

But the commerce of this country, when ſettled, will de- 


as ſecured by a treaty. of peace between the United States 
d Great-Britain in 1783, but has hitherto been prevented 


and has been depending with that power ſince that. 
. | 

At the time our peace was made with England, the n_ 
nce of this country was little known in her ccuncils: It is 
id, that her negociators did not even know on which fide of 
e lakes, and of courſe within whoſe juriſdiction, the forts 
hich have ſince been the ſubject of contention, lay: But 
importance was ſoon afterwards underſtood, and from 
ich time it is certain, that Britain has regarded it with 
ticular attention, in hopes either of gaining it to herſelf, 
otherwiſe making it ſubſervient to her ſchemes of policy. 
ech this view ſhe refuſed to ſurrender the poſts, excited the 
Um ans to make war on our frontiers, encouraged Spain to 
fuſe our right to the nayigation of the 
other injuries of the ſame kind. | ac 3 
It is certain that the weſtern people will ſooner or later o- 
n this river, either by negociation or by force, and more than 
obable that England, retaining, as ſhe ſtill does, her reſent- 
cut 2gainſt the old ſtates, for their independence, and againſt 


ſoon as it ſhall attain a certain degree of maturity to equal 


ur importance to thoſe which have iflands in the Welſt- 


nd upon the navigation of the Miſſiſippi, and of courſe _ 
te ſettlement itſelf will depend upon the ſame cauſe. This 


Spain, from motives equally unjuſt and illiberal. A ne- 
ation, the object of which, on our part, is to open it, 


Miſhfippi, and did 
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Frants for the ail given Int Hut war ein witet ha 
neſs of the Weſtern people, on account of the obſtructed m | 
vigation of the river, and improve it into an opportunity oi th; 
ſeparating the new from the old ſtates, and connecting . inf 


7 with her intereſt in Canada, by undertaking to open the M anc 
| ſiſippi to both countries: And with which view it is ſaid dor 

5 ſhe has long had agents there to treat upon this ſubject; als c 
N that nothing has prevented her ſucceſs, but the attachmen pre: 
the people have to their brethren in the old ſtates ; their nM nif 


pugnance to become the ſport of foreign politics, and whit 
; | would follow their ſeparation ; and the particular enmity thy 
Y bear to that power. Next to conqueſt, ſeparation would 
| F the moſt advantageous arrangement for Britain; for in cn 
ſequence, and eſpecially if opened under her auſpices, f 
would become the ally of the weſtern ſtates, and play tha 
off againſt the eaſtern; whereby their importance and weigl 
in the ſcale of nations would be diminiſhed, if not deſtiq 
ed. Many believe, and with this view, that ſhe was at tle 
bottom of the late inſurrection on the frontier, and wi 
grew out of the diſcontents proceeding from the occluſiond 

the river. nd, ie 
But the ſame motive which inclines England to promote 
ſeparation of the new from the old ſtates, ſhould dilpd 
France to prevent it. As they now ſtand, the whole are ti 
2 allizs and the friends of France, and whilſt they remain uni 
0 cd they will continue ſo: By the ſeparation, therefore, Brita 

| might gain, but France could not. 

It is then the intereſt of France to keep the whole of ti 
territory under the ſame government: But this cannot be dai 
YN unleſs the intrigues of England be defeated, and the Maſliys 
\ pi be opened under the patronage of the United States, It 
7 therefore, the intereſt of France to yield her aid to her all 
. to open this river, and which at the preſent crifis would m 
probably produce a deciſive effect. Nor would her retridi 
h | ſion be limited to thoſe conſiderations only, which have bet 
already mentioned. Experience has ſhewn, that-thoſe allia 
ces are not only the moſt beneficial, but likewiſe moſt d 


eve 


Fro 


rable, which are founded equally in the affection and the us * 
_ tereſt of the parties, and by this act of friendſhipy' Franc 

would eſtabliſh a claim to the gratityde of the American pes 

ple; which by pervading every quarter would reach the heat Fo 


of every citizen. It would be known to the preſent race am 
remembered by poſterity, that, by the aid of France, theo 

ſtates were enabled to gain their independence, and that lik 

wile by her aid the new ſtates commenced their ſertlemesi 


S 


| . | 
ew up in the enjoyment of their rights, and attained their 


Tnaturity. 
that France may obtain what is here gopoſed; and indeed, 
infinitely more, either in the iſlands or even in South America, 


he Mü and without the leaſt difficulty. Her ſyſtem is a ſyſtem of free- 
dom to the world, as well in reſpect to the rights of nations 


nifeſt, at the ſame time, the pleaſure with which ſhe embraces 
erery opportunity that occurs to promote the intereſt of her ally. 


of the United States of America. : 
Paris, 17th Pluvigſe, 3d Year of the Republic. 


( February 8th, 1795. } 
CiT1Z8N MINISTER, 


WE have received, with your letter of gth Pluvioſe, a 


vote explanatory of the ſituation of the United States in re- 
ard to the river Miſſiſippi. 


uſion d 
mote | 

diſpdl 
are fi 
uin un 
, Brita 


egociation of this affair, that nothing which can tend to con- 
m the bonds of friendſhip and harmony between the two firſt 
publics in the world, is ſtrange or indifferent to you. 

We thank you for the ideas you have communicated to us: 
Ve will examine them profoundly, and we will communicate 


Ne d you without delay our obſervations upon your note. But 
Miſh pp recigte before hand the motives of this loyal commu- 
, ation. | ; 

8. It » 1 | RES | 
(Signed) | | 

— bs CAMBACERES, MERLIN, S. 

N retribu- PELET, 

we ben ; 5 . IE eh ; 

ſe = rem the Committee of Public Safety, 10 the Miniſter Plenipo- 

"he ll mee of the United States of America. — 

/ Franc Paris, 26th Pluvieſe, 3d Year of the Republic. 

an | | | 7 

he hex ren 80, 1795). 

race and Crevgan MINISTER, | . 

= Tux citizen Bourgoin, rly miniſter of France at 

that 


rd, inferms us, that he 2 you to tranſmit ineo 


i 


temen 


In the preſent ſtate of the war with Spain, it is prefumed, 


as of men; It is therefore hoped the will avail herſelf of the 
preſent opportunity, not only to verify that faQt 3 but to ma- 


From the Committee of Public Safety, to the M. onifter Plenipotentiary 


We acknowledge, by the folicitude which you ſhew in the 


Z — 


letters of the citizen Bourgoin, and which we now ſend you 


of writing to the American miniſter at Madrid, and wi 


me will equally promote the intereſt of both republics. 


„„ 
Spain, under your cover, two letters which he wiſhes IIa 
fend there upon his own affairs. He alſo informs us, tha en 
you are willing to render him this ſervice, provided it is deer 
fired by the committee of public ſafety. We have in conſe. 
quence examined the letters in queſtion, and are ſatisfied tha 
they contain nothing contrary to the intereſt either of the 
French or American people. It therefore appears to us, thi 
you may without difficulty tranſmit under your cover thek 


We undertake to forward them, to the frontiers. with you 
diſpatches by the firft courier extraordinary which we fſtul 
expedite to the army of the Weſtern Pyrenees. - 


(Signed) 

CAMBACERES, PELET, E. 

MERLIN, 

Mete. This was the commencement of the negociati 

between France and Spain. | 

From the * iniſter Plenipotentiary of the United States of A 
rica, to the Committee of Public Safety. 

| Paris, February 7th, 1795: 

I acceerT with great pleaſure the opportunity offend aſi 

ip fro 

ery 11 


ion b. 


equal pleaſure tranſmit the letters, incloſed me in your lak, 
his care; never doubting that whatever comes from you! 


. | 7 | 
From Merlin de Douay, Repreſentative of the People, to Citi 
Skipwith, Conſul of the United States of Americas. 
' FG 


Paris, 3d Ventoſe, 3d year of the Republic, o 


( February aad 1795. S1R, 

I rave. received, citizen, the obſervations you l I 
addreſſed to me, upon the navigation of the Miſſiſippt. MR of Fe 
ideas which they ' preſent are not new to me, nor the ding, ar 
mittee of public ſafety; and I have reaſon to think they port of 
be taken into profound conſideration, in ſuitable time II bad pre 
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es Uace. 1 ought not to diſſemble, however, that this may de- 


„ that end much upon the conduct which the American govern- 
is de. nent will obſerve in regard to the treaty, which its miniſter, 
conſe. May, has concluded with England. You know, in effect, 


ed that 
of . the 


hat there ought to be a reciprocity of ſervices and of obliga- 
jons between nations, as between individuals. I ſpeak, 


18, thtowever, here as an individual. | 

r thek | 

id you | | | | 
h po, Mr. Monroe, to the Preſident of the National Convention. | 


e ſuul 
f Paris, September gth, 1794. 
CITIZEN, | 


Tu convention having decreed, that the flag of the 
merican and French Republics ſhould be united together, 
d ſuſpended Wits own hall, in teſtimany of eternal union 
d friendſhip between the two people; I have thought I 
puld not better eyince the impreſſion this act has made on my 
ind, or the grateful ſenſe of my conſtituents, than by preſent- 
in their behalf, that of the United States to the repreſenta- 
es ofthe French people. Having cauſed it, therefore, to be ex- 
ated, according to the model preſcribed by a late act of Con- 
eſs, I now commit it to the care of captain Batney, an officer 
merit in our own revolution, and who will attend for the 
rpoſe of depoſiting it wherever you will be pleaſed to 
rect. I pray you, therefore, to accept it, as a proof of the 
nlibility with which my country receives every act of friend- 
ip from our ally, and of the pleaſure with which it cheriſhes 
ery incident which tends to cement and conſolidate the 
ion between the two nations, 


Or. 


—— —n—— 
No. XIII. | 
From Mr. MONROE, ro THE SECRETARY OF STATE, _ 


bie. * 

| Paris, March 17th, 1795. 
795, 8:4, „„ 
you ha I HAVE juſt received a letter from Mr. Jay, of the 
ppi. "I of February, in anſwer to mine of the 17th January pre- 
the Olding, and by which he declines to communicate. to me the 
they port of his treaty with the Engliſh government; although 
time A had previouſly promiſed it. As he has explicitly. declared 
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| | ine 
himſelf to this effect, I conſider the buſineſs of tourſe chf « 
between him and me; nor ſhould I make a further comme co 
on it, were I not otherwiſe impelled by the ſtyle of his re c 
which is obviouſly addreſſed more for your conſideration N Y 
mine. To zou, therefore, my comments upon that e th 
ſhall alſo be ſubmitted. | | of 
Mr. Jay ſays: That he has no right to communicate t 

treaty fince it belongs excluſively to the governments ce 
Form them; and by which I underſtand that the miniſter ha w. 
diſcretion. on the ſubject, being bound to communicate dit 
his government only, If this propoſition is true, which vi 
pecially if no latitude is given him by his inſtructions) Iu f 
willing to admit, it follows, that as the injunction of fe fd 
applies to the whole inſtrument, it muſt of courſe to e ou 
part. It were abſurd to ſay, that in the groſs or as an en nal 
thing it muſt be kept ſecret, but yet in the detail it may Et 
divulged. How then does his conduct correſpond with by 
own doctrine ; having in his three ſeveral letters communi wh 
cated a particular article, and promiſed in the ſecond tert 
whole. + jec 
But he likewiſe ſays, that the communication was intent \ 
ed to be confidential, or in other words to be ſecret ; for wi has 
is the ordinary import of the word. But will his letters jut 
that conſtruction ? Does it appear as if the communicii adm 
was intended merely to gratify, on my part, private curioln befc 
or for the benevolent purpoſe only of announcing to meal rec: 
event favourable to our country? On the contrary; des proj 
not appear from each of his letters, that he had anticipated plac 


difquietude of this government upon the ſubject of the te noth 


and wiſhed to remove it; and that the communication 4 true, 
miſed was intended for me in a public capacity, and to mig! 
uſed for public purpoſes ? In ſhort, had I been in a privy vou 
ſtation, :5 it probable he would have written or communicaſſ were 
any thing to me on the ſubject? Certain, however, it ede 
that in no view was it poſſible for me to conſider the com grout 
nication promiſed, though termed a canfidential one, 2 4our. 
poſing on me any other reſtraint than that of caution ; Wii H: 
it exonerated him, and made me reſpanſible for the blame oo 2nd i 
diſcloſure, in caſe it was made and produced any imc]⁰e⁴ {elf it 
ence... ' 3 ſible f 
As I really believed, at the time I wrote to Mr. Jay, to be 
he intended to make the communication in queſtion, 2 of it; 
likewiſe concluded from his own affurances, as well as f quiet 
other circumſtances, that the treaty comprized in it nothil ” eff 
e u 


that could give juſt cauſe of complaint here, 1 thougſt 


£ nat 3 


ola could not better forward his own views, or the intereſt of oui 
mme country (eſpecially as Mr. Morris had taken his copy of the 
rep cypher with him) than by ſending a confidential perſon for it. 
n tall You will, therefore, judge of my ſurprize, when inſtead of 
t repl the communication expected, I received his letter of the 5th 
of February, contaiuing an abſolute refuſal to make it. 
But in reviewing now his ſeveral letters, it is difficult to aſ- 
certain what he intended to do, or what his real object was in 


ate th 
 whid 


has writing them: For he ſays in theſe, that he is not at libertꝶ to 
te wil diſcloſe the purport of his treaty, and yet prom/es it: That he 
ich (ed will give me the contents or principal heads, to enable me to 
s) Iu faiisfy this government; but yet will give them only in con- 
eco fence, and of courſe under an injunction, that will put it 
en out of my power to give the ſatisfaction intended: And, fi- 


nally, when application is made, upon the baſis of his own 
letters, for the information in queſtion, and for the purpoſe 
by him contemplated, he not only refuſes 'to comply with 
what he had promiſed, but criminates this government for en- 
— any uneaſineſs or making any enquiry on the ſub- 
ject. 

inte When one party offers a thing upon the principle the other 


n entif 
may i 
with by 
mmuy 
ond ti 


for u has a right to it, as was the caſe in the preſent inſtance, the 
ters hu juſtice of the demand, on the part of the latter, is of courſe 
nicaidWM admitted. There may, indeed, be ſome merit in offering it 
ariohy before the demand is made; but to make the offer and then 


recede from it, ſubjects the party thus acting to an additional 


» met 
dos proportional reproach. Had Mr: Jay, however, choſen to 
ated place himſelf in this dilemma, from me he would have heard 


nothing more on the ſubject: I ſhould have lamented, it is 
true, as I now do, that I was not poſſèſſed of information that 
might be uſeful to our affairs here; but there the buſineſs, 
would have ended, for both his promiſe and my application 
were, and ſtill are, unknown to this government. But to re- 
eede in the manner he has done, putting his refuſal upon the 


tren 
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comme ground of national dignity, &c. is neither conſiſtent with can- 
ot dour, nor the true ſtate of things. . 
- wh Had - Mr. Jay. confided to me the information in - queſtion, 
,me of 2nd in due time, and which, it is obvious, he thought him- 
conven {lf in duty bound to do, I ſhould then have become reſpon- 
ſible for a proper uſe of it: And, I am ſatisfied, admitting it 
Jay, to be as by him repreſented, good uſe might have been made 
on, of it: For I ſhould not only have been enabled thereby to 


quiet their fears, and whoſe legitimacy he acknowledges by 
his efforts to remove them; and filence a thouſand unfavoura- 
ble inſinuations whiſpered about by the enemies of both 


as if 
e nothil 
hougl! 
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countries; but by the frankneſs of the communication, have 
moſt probably made the incident the means of „ 
inſtead of weakening, the friendly diſpoſition of rhis govern- 
ment towards us. I am likewiſe © perſuaded, that if I had 
been authoriſed to declare, generally, from my own know. 
ledge (being the miniſter on the ground, and reſponſible for 
the truth of the declaration) that the treaty did not interfere 
with our engagements with this republic, but that being a 
mere project, ſubject to rejection, c. it ought not to be 
publiſhed, —it would have been ſatisfactory. And had the 
communication been ſent to me, even in this laſt ſtage, ſuch 
would have been my conduct, and moſt certainly fuch the 
effect: In any event, had I gone further againſt his requeſt, 
upon me, and not upon him, would the reſponſibility have reſt- 
ed. But this was not Mr. Jay's object: On the contrary, it 
is obvious, that he wiſhed me to compromit my character, 
and through me that of the United States with this nation, 
upon the contents of this treaty, without letting me ſee it; 
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5 or placing in this government or myſelf the leaſt confidence py 
? in regard to it; and which I would not do, nor, in my opinion, * 
14 ought I to have done. | ” 
1 | Whether this government acted with propriety, in aſking 1 
> for information upon the point in queſtion, 1s a ſubject with : 

which I have nothing do. I am reſponſible only for the 405 
an{wers given, and which you have. My application to Mr. ,n 
Jay was certainly not founded upon theirs to me; for I had it 
contemplated it before theirs was received. I had then gain- wy 
ed ſuch an inſight into their councils, as to ſatisfy me z that * 
all our great national objects, ſo far as they were connected _ 

with this Republic, were more eafily to be ſecured by a frank 

and liberal deportment, than a cool and reſerved one: That 

if we wiſhed to preſerve our neutrality with ſtrict integrity, 

and avail ourſelves at the ſame time of its fortunes, and with- 

out the leaſt hazard on our part, in the negociation with 

Spain, as likewiſe in that with England (in caſe Mr. Jay's 
treaty was rejected) that this was the way to do it: In ſhort, [ 
that if it was neceflary to gain the approbation of this govern- Wl ....:. 
ment to any thing in that treaty, which it would otherwiſe It 


difapprove, that this was the way to do it. Nor can I ſee in E. 
any condeſcenſion in ſuch a line of conduct; on the contra- ¶ aum: 
ry, between nations allied as we are, and eſpecially, when WW coun 
palt and recent circumſtances are conſidered, I deem it the I does 
moſt magnanimous as well as the ſoundeſt policy. Mr. Jay: W of tl 
however, is now of a different opinion, and for the future 
hall not diſturb him in the enjoyment of it. 


[6]: 


You intimated to fne in your laſt, that Mr. Pinckney 
was commiſſioned as envoy extraordinary for Spain, upon 
the ſubject of the Miſſiſippi 3 and you have ſeen by my laſt, 
how far I had ſucceeded in calling the attention of this go- | 
vernment to that object. It is probable Mr. Pinekney will 
paſs through France, and of courſe by Paris, on his miſſion: 
In caſe he does, I will moft certainly open to him every thing 
that has taken place here on that ſubject , and endeavour, ac- 
cording to the plan he ſhall preſcribe, to render him, in 
every reſpect, all the ſervices in my power. I have already 
intimated to Mr Short, by a confidential meſſenger from 
Liſbon, the good underſtanding which ſubſiſts between this 
government and our own, upon that point; ſo that there is in 
every view the moſt favourable proſpect of a ſucceſsful ter- 
mination of this intereſting buſineſs, the completion of which 
will reflect ſo much honor upon the adminiſtration by which 
it may be accompliſhed. 

The Vendee war is conſidered as completed : Charette, the 
commanding general, has ſurrenderet| with all the forces 
immediately under his command ; and likewiſe undertaken 
to quell a ſmall remaining body of about one thouſand, 
which yet holds out. It is ſaid, the liberty of religion grant- 
ed by a late decree, terminated this war. A ſhort time, how- 
ever, will now diſeloſe whether this compromiſe, or the 
general favourable aſpect of the preſent moment, is real or 
deluſive; ſince, if there is a force in the nation oppoſed to the 
revolution of ſufficient ſtrength to make head againſt it, and 
which I do not think there is, I doubt not it will ſoon ſhew 
itſelf. N 


From Mr. Jay, to Mr. Monroe. 


London, February 5th, 1795. 
SIR, | 


I Have received the letter which you did me the honor to 
write on the 17th of laſt month, by Mr. Purvyance. 

It is much to be regretted, that any unauthoriſed accounts 
in Engliſh newſpapers, of my Adjuſtment with the Britiſh 
adminiſtration,” ſhould have excited much uncaſineſs in the 
councils of the French government ;—and the more fo, as it 
does not imply that confidence in the honor and good faith 
of the United States which they certainly merit. 


— 143 J 


Iuou mult be ſenſible that the United States, as à free and 
independent nation, have an unqueſtionable right to make any 
pacific arrangements with other powers, which mutual con. 
venience may dictate; provided thoſe arrangements do ngt 
ra rag or oppugn their prior engagements with other 
ates. 
Whether this adjuſtment was conſiſtent with our treaty 
with France, ſtruck me as being the only queſtion which coul 
. demand or receive the conſideration of that Republic; and] 
thought it due to the friendſhip ſubſiſting between the ty 
countries, that the French government ſhould have, without 
delay, the moſt perfect ſatisfaction on that head. —I there 
fore, by three letters, viz. of the 24th, 25th and 28th of 
November, 1794, gave you what I hoped would be very a6 
ceptable and ſatisfactory information on that point ;—1 an 
happy in this opportunity of giving you an exact and liter 
extract from the treaty;—it is in theſe words—vi1z. | 
6 Nothing in this treaty contained, ſhall, however, kt 
conſtrued or operate contrary to former and exiſting public 
treaties, with other ſovereigns or ſtates.” 
Conſidering that events fayourable to our country could ng 
| fail to give you pleaſure, I did intend to communicate 
0 | you conciſely ſome of the moſt intereſting particulars of thy 
! | treaty, but in the moſt perfe# confidence :—As that mſtrument 
1 has not yet been ratified, nor received the ultimate forms us 
ceflſary to give it validity —as further queſtions reſpeCauy 
| parts of it may yet ariſe, and give occaſion to further dileub 
ſions and negociations, ſo that if finally concluded at all, x 
4 may then be different from what it now is, the impropriety 
1 making it public at preſent is palpable and obvious. — Sus 
4 
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a proceeding would be inconvenient and-unprecedented - 
does not belong to miniſters who negociate treaties, to publill 
them even when perfected, much lefs treaties not yet com 
Þ pleted, and remaining open to alteration or rejection: ud 
j | acts belong excluſively to the governments who form them. 
: 
N 


I cannot but flatter myſelf, that the French government 
too enlightened and reaſonable to expect that any conſidets 
tion ought to induce me to overlcap the bounds of my auths: 
rity, or to be negligent of the reſpect which is due to the 
United States: That reſpect, and my obligations to obſem# 
it, will not permit me to give, without the permiſſion of tha 
government, a copy of the inſtrument in queſtion to any pc 
ſon, or for any purpoſe; and by no means for the purpoſe i 
being ſubmitted to the conſideration and judgment of tht 

councils of a foreign nation, however friendly. | 
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1 E | 
1 will, Sir, take the earlieſt ratung of tranſmitting | 
a copy of your letter to me, and of this anſwer to it, to the 
ſecretary of State ;—and will 3 punctually, 
execute ſuch orders and inſtruttions as I may receive on the 


** 
L No. XIV. J 
Faou Mr. Monros, To Tas SECRETARY os STATE. 
433 Paris, April 14th, 1795. 
Szx, 

TI was lately favoured with a letter from Mr. Jay, of the 
th of February; by which I was informed that the bearer, 
Colonel Trumbull, who had' copied and knew the contents of 
his treaty with the Engliſh government, was inſtructed to com- 
municate the ſame to me, becauſe I was an American Miniſter, 
and in which character it might be fu to me; but that I muſt 
receive it in ſtrict confidence, and under an injunction to impart 
i. to no other perſon whatever. As I had explicitly ſtated to 
Mr. Jay, in my letter by Mr. Purviance, the only terms up- 
ee, could 2 the e egen, and which I 
ad done, ag well for the purpoſe of covering my engage 
ment with the committee, Priory after the we Fo 6b kis rſt 
letter, and when J expeCted no further information from him 
on the ſubject, as of preventing the tranſmiſſion of it, in caſe . 
it contained the ſlighteſt circumſtance which might be objec- 
onable here, I could not-otherwiſe than be ſurprized by the 
contents of this letter. To withhold the communication, at 


the moment when it was preſumable the report of the contents' 


df that treaty would excite a ferment here, and offer it, af- 


t5r the expiration of ſome months, and when it was expected 
From America, and upon terms upon which I had aſſured 
im I could not receive it, to ſay nothing of the * 


ot comprehending how it could be uſeful to me, if it was to 


be kept a' profound ſecret, was unexpected: It was the more 


MF "Xx : 1 Y » : w1 4 | «4% YIfs.; * * 
dh ſince it was obvious, that whilſt the condition inſiſted on 


precluded the | poſhbili of enabling me to promote thereby the 
public interelt , it would"unavgidably'tend, in ſons reſpeCts, 
| 2 * me to additional embarraſſment in my ſituation 
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tion, or to violate any engagement by the uſe of it. My duty to 


on the ſubject, I apprized Colonel Trumbull, that I-could not 
receive the communication propoſed, upon the terms on 


r 
J was likewiſe ſoon apprized, that Colonel Trumbull did 


lot conſider himſelf at liberty to make the communication in 
queſtion, - unleſs I aſked for it; and by which it was under- 


ſtood, that I bound myſelf to accept it on the terms propoled, 
adding thereby to the injunctions of Mr. Jay, the additional 1 
obligation of private ſtipulation. The dilemma, therefore, * 
with which I was threatened, was of a peculiar kind: For if 
I accepted and withheld the communication from the commit- 
tee, I thould violate my engagement with that body; and if I 
gave it, I ſubjected myſelf not only to the probable imputs- 
tion of indifcretion, but likewiſe certainly to that of breach of 
promiſe. The line of propriety, however, appeared to me 
to be a plain one. I was bound to uſe ſuch information as 
Mr. Jay might think fit to give me in the beſt manner poſſible, 
according to my diſcretion, to promote the public intereſt: But 
I was not bound to uſe any artifice in obtaining that informa 


the public did not require this of me, and I had no other ob- 
je to anſwer. - As ſoon, therefore, as I had made a decihon 


which it was offered. F | | 
But the miſſion, of this gentleman here, though according 
to my information of him, a worthy and a ꝓrudent man, pro: 
duced an effect of a morę ſerious kind. I was ſoon. adwiet 
by a perſon friendly to the United States, and heretofore 
friendly and uſeful to me; that his arrival had. excited 
unęeaſineſs in the public councils, and would probably event 
ally injure my ſtanding with the gevernment, eſpecially tt 
ſhould be able to give the committee, in conſequence, no a6 
count of the contents of that treaty : For it would hardly be 
credited after this, conſidering the relation between Mr. Ja 
and myſelf, that I knew nothing of thoſe contents. Upon 
what other motive, it would be aſked, could the ſecretary d 
Mr. Jay come here; fince the pretence of private buſineſs in 
Germany, which lay in another direction, would be. deemed 
a fallacious one? He added, that the wiſeſt precautions wer 
neceſſary on my part, to guard me againſt. any- unjuſt impi- 


tation ; ſince through that the intereſts of my country mig * 
at the preſent criſis be eſſentially wounded. As I had antici * © 
pated in ſome meaſure the effect, I was mortified but not ſut- CC 
. . Prized by the intimation, It became me, however, to prof 
by it, and as well from the delicate regard which was duet To 
my private as my public character, to place the integrity d 7 ot 
my own oonduct upon ground which could not be queſtione ge 


urpri; 


aid 9 1 
1 ere appeared to me to be but one mode by which 'this 


{od ould be done, and which was by making known to the com- 
005 itte what had paſſed between Mr. Jay and myſelf; to ſtate 
5 e terms upon which he had offered the communication, 
or any refuſal to accept 1t on thoſe terms; with my reaſon for 
mit. ch refuſal. This you will readily conceive was a painful 
di ft 1 But as I had no other alternative left, but that of ex- 
ut. ing myſelf to the ſuſpicion of having known from the be- 
** aning the purport of Mr. Jay's treaty, and uniting with him 
2 * withholding it from them, whillt I was uſing all the means 
on ny power to impreſs them with a contrary belief, I was 
Tie rced to undertake it. In conſequence I waited on the di- 
. zu atic ſection of the committee, and made the repreſenta- 
ö on as above, repeating Mr. Jay's motive for withholding the 


orma⸗ Ws : : 5 g * 
750 „ ouucation, as urged by himſelf : ( That it belonged to 
1 ſovereign power alone to make it, Sc.“ It was replied that 
eilen Could not otherwiſe than excite uncaſineſs in the councils 


this government, when it was obſerved that in the height 
their war with the coaleſced powers, and with England in 
ticular, America had ſtept forward and made a treaty with 
t power, the contents of which were ſo carefully and ſtrict- 


11d not 
ms On 


cording held from this government: For if the NN was not 
23 11 urious to France, why was it withheld from her? Was it 
5 io N dent for one ally to act in ſuch manner in regard to another, 
ny | eſpecially under the preſent circumſtances, and at the 
„ ſent time, as to excite ſuſpicions of the kind in queſtion? 
I lured them generally, as I had done before, that I was ſa- 
al 2 „che treaty contained in it nothing which could give 
ö Ns WT" vncafineſs ; but if it did, and eſpecially if it weakened 
a Ja connection with France, it would certainly be difapprov- 


In America. They thanked me for the communication; 


5 6 ted me they wiſhed me to put myſelf in no dilemma which 
1 be embarraſſing, and thus the conference ended. 

| * | few days after this, 1 was favoured with a letter from 
2 Hitchborn, an American gentleman of character here 
ilt imp Maſſachuſetts) of which J incloſe you a copy, ſtating 


contents or outlines of the treaty in. queſtion; as commu- 
ted to him by Colonel Trumbull, and with a view that he 
it communicate the ſame to me, for the information of 
government. I was ſurprized at the incident; becauſe I 
d not ſuppoſe that Colonel Trumbull would take this ſtep, 
Ny other, without thè inſtructions of Mr. Jay, and it ſeem- 
o me extraordinary, that Mr. Jay ſhould give ſuch an 
uction, or mark to him ſuch a line of conduct. I was 


urpriaed that Colonel Trumbull ſhould confide the pure - 
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port of the treaty to Mr. Hitchborn, for be rherited the conk 
dence; but I was ſurprized that Mr. Jay ſhould write me 1 
was to be communicated to me only as 2 public miniſter, ty 
to be imparted to no one elſe, and that Colonel Trumb 
however deeply impreſſed he might be after his arrival ha 
with the propriety of removing the doubts of this goyernmg 
upon that point, ſhould confider himſelf at liberty to com 
nicate the ſame to a third perſon, to be communicated ton 
under no injunction whatever. I was, however, poſſeſſel 
the paper in queſtion ; and it was my duty to turn it to 
beſt account for the public intereſt, that circumſtances wal 
Tow admit of. It was, it is true, the moſt informal of alli 
formal communications, a..4 one of courſe upon Which 
official meaſure could be taken; yet the character of the g 
ties entitled it to attention. Upon mature reflection they 
fore, and the more eſpecially as I did not wiſh to meet 
committee again on that point, until I heard from you, W 
ſhould be queſtioned why this new mode of diplomatic p 
ceeding was opted, I thought it beſt to ſerd the pape 
by my ſecretary, Mr. Gauvain (a young gentleman who alk 


with me, ſince the proviſional nomination of Mr. Skipm 
to the conſulate) inſtructing him to aſſure the members, ont 
art, that they might confide in the credibility of the par 


| 
| 
| 
he paper was preſented to Merlin de Douay, with thei | 
ments ſuggeſted ; and ſince which I have neither heard in 
e Colonel Trumbull, nor Mr. Jay on the 
— 
& I intimated to you in my laſt, that I was perſuadedif i 
was a force here able and willing to make head againſt te 
volution, it would ſoon ſhew itſelf ; but that I was of opin | 
none ſuch exiſted. This preſage has been ſince verified) 
reat and intereſting example. The ſtorm which I-thoup L 
then ſaw gathering,” after riſing to its height and expend t 
its force, has paſt, and without doing any miſchief, , 
contrary, I arg inclined to believe, from preſent appear & 
it will be, produCtive of good, | 5 1 
it was natural to expect, that, the trial of Barxexe, ( 8 
d Herbois, and Billaud de Varennes ; three men, who e m 
in the early ſtages, the aſſociates, and in the latter, in M 
degree, the rivals of Robeſpierre's power, and,who welt ſc 
ter his fall, unqueſtionably at, the head of the mountain i ot 
ty, would excite ſome ferment. It was equally. ſo, to preſuſſ tr. 
that if that party was not ſo completely cruſhed, as: to t 
clude all hope of ſucceſs, it would in ſome Kage of the ws 


eding, make an extraordinary effort to preſerve chem. 
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epoch of this trial was, therefore, deemed by all an impor-. 
tant one to France; and its ſeveral ſtages were marked by 


circumſtances, which 
the general ſolicitude. 8 x; 
Under the banner of this party, and apparently in favour 


of the acquittal of theſe members, the diſcontented of every 


deſcription were feen rallying; forming in the whole an extra- . 


ordinary aſſemblage; being gathered from the variaus, and 
heretofore oppoſite, claſſes of ſociety, but united now for 


the common purpoſe of diſturbing the public tranquillity. 
time of Robefpierre, 
and opened under the more humane adminiſtration of the 
preſent day, had diſcharged upon the city an immenſe 
croud of the ancient ariſtocracy, and who ſoon gave proofs, . 
that the ſevere diſcipline they had undergone had not eradi- 


The priſons, which were filled in 


cated the propenſities that were acquired under the _ of 
the ancient court. As the preſent adminiſtration had reſcued 


them from the guillotine, and to which they were otherwiſe 


incvitably doomed, it was at leaſt entitled to their gratitude. 
This flight tribute, however, was not paid for that important 
fervice. On the contrary, theſe were among the moſt active 
in fomenting the preſent diſcontents. Another group, not 
leſs numerous, or turbulent; compoſed of the refuſe of the 
lately disfranchiſed, or rather routed, Jacobins and their ad- 
herents were ſeen marſhalled by its ſide, and acting in har- 
mony with it. Theſe two claſſes of people, and who were 
heretofore at endleſs war with each other, now combined, 
formed a force of ſome ſtrength, and excited in the minds of 
many well diſpoſed perſons, ſerious apprehenſions for the 
public ſafety. | 


The. increaſing ſcarcity. of bread, and which menaced an 


unavoidable diminution of the ordinary allowance, eontribu- 


ted much to increaſe the apprehenſion of danger. A defiei- 
ency in this article in, Paris, under the ancient government, 


generally excited a tumult. It was, therefore, a primary ob- 
ject in every reign, and with every adminiſtration, to 
guard againſt ſuch deficiency, as the greateſt of public cala- 


mities. Abundant ſtores were, in conſequence, always pro- 


ded, when it was poſſible to provide them; and let the 
ſcarcity or price be what it might, in other quarters, the 


ordinary allowance, and nearly at the ordinary price, was diſ- 


tributed, as in times of teſt plenty, among the inhabi- 


tants of this city. Such, likewiſe, had been the practice ſince 


the change of the government; ſo that a ſtate of affairs which 
announced the approach of a deficiency, announced like wiſe 


tended rather to encreaſe, than diminiſh, 


— — 
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that of a criſis extremely important in the hiſtory of the re. 
volution. The moſt firm-knew- it was an experiment yet to 
be made; and from which, whilſt they counted upon no po 
ſible benefit, they had many. reaſons to PPE ſome real 
inconvenience. 

It was foreſeen, that if any movement was ſet on foot, the 
deſiciency of bread, if that was the fact, would be made the 
pretext; and as the complaint, being addreſſed to the wants 
of all, would excite a general ſympathy, it was feared that 
ſuch deficiency would tend much to encreafe the ſtrength of 
the inſurgent party. In every view, therefore, the cxiſis 
which approached was an intereſting one: It was, however 
at hand, and no other altexnative remained, for thoſe whoſe 
duty it was to ſuſtain it, than that of yielding under, or 
meeting it wüten yy and paſſing through it as- well as 
poſſible. : 5:27 ee 
As ſoon as it was Re: that x diminution of the ordinary 
allowance was unavoidable,: it was reſolved to make it Kno] 
likewiſe to the people, that they might not be taken by ſur- 
priſe; and for this purpoſe Boiſy d Anglas, of the ſection of 
ſubſiſtence in the committee of public ſafety,” appeared at 
the tribune, ſome days before it took effect. His diſcourſe, 
which was ſhort, but explicit, began by expoſing freely the 
cnormities and vicious arrangements of the ancient commit- 
tees; whereby, he ſaid, France had already been viſited with 
many great calamities, and was ſtill threatened with others; 
and concluded by obſerving, that» even famine was hkewiſe 
one proceeding from that ſource; which neither the wiſdom: 
nor tae induſtry of the-preſent councils had been able alto- 
gether to avert: That he was happy, however, to aſſure the 
convention, that as the moſt prudent meaſures were long 
{ſince taken to correct the abuſes of that adminiſtration, the 
diſtreſs of Paris would be for a ſhort term only. The 
communication was received by Barrere, Billaud de Varennes, 
Se, and by the members of the mountain party in general; 
with a ſmile of approbation. . It was obvious they conſidered 
Boiſy, as a welcome meflenger, announcing to them joyful ti- 
dings. A few days afterwards, the deficiency ſo much dread- 
ed took place, and, at the ſame time, the intrigues of the 
diſcontented began more ſully to unfold themſelves. | 

The movement was commenced by about four hundred 
citizens, from a ſection heretofore noted forits turbulence 
and who, appearing without the hall, demanded admiſſion to 
the bar of the convention. A deputation from the party, 
conſiſting of wenty members, was admitted, and who * 
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=eſſed that body in a ſtyle unuſual; complaining of the want 


egretting the ſacrifices they had made to the revolution. The 
{wer of the Preſident (Thibeaudaut) was firm and deciſive. 
o that part of the addreſs which complained of the ſcarcity of 
read, he replied, by ſtating themeaſures of the government to 
emedy it: And to that which expoſed the temper of the par- 
in regard to the revolution, he anſwered explicitly, that he 
new the diſaffected were at work to excite trouble, but 
a: their efforts would, be fruitleſs; for, enlightened by ex- 
erience, and ftrong.in the power of the whole nation, the 
onvention would be able to controul their movements; and 
cloſing, he addreſſed himſelf more particularly to the me- 
orialiſts, ſayingy that the efforts. of the people to recover 
ir liberty would not be loſt, whilſt good citizens ſeconded 


ply to ſlaves; freemen never regretted the ſacrifices they 
ad made in ſuch a cauſe. Ihe anſwer, which was received 


ith general- applauſe, checked for awhile the turbulent 
irit of the diſaffected. | f 


ly of workmen from the Faubourg of St. Antoine, preſent- 
litſelf likewiſe before the hall, demanding admiſſion to the 
vr of the convention; and upon ſome pretext, and in viola- 
on of the uſual forms, immediately forced its way into the 
all of that aſſembly. The croud increaſed, ſo that in the 
urſe of a few hours, there were in the hall, perhaps, three 


as many more. The proceedings of the convention were 
pended : The Prefident, however, and the members kept 
cir ſeats, declaring, that as their ſitting was xiclated, they 
ould do no buſineſs: Indeed it was now impoſſible to do 
had they been ſo diſpoſed; for the general and tumultuous 
ics that were raiſed by the invaders for „ bre:.:.” for « li- 
erty to the patriots,” meaning ſome of the accomplices of 
obeſpierre, could alone be heard. They continued thus in 
e hall about four hours, from two to fix in the evening, 
ſering in the interim no violence to any of the members; 
t behaving, in other reſpects, with the utmoſt poſſible inde- 
rum. When they firſt entered, ſome circumſtances were 
which cauſed a ſuſpicion, that a good underſtanding ſub- 
ed between the leaders of the mob and ſome members of 
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bread, and declaring alfo, that they were upon the point of 


e labours of their repreſentatives z that deipair belonged 


But this party had too much at ſtake, and its meaſures 
ere probably too far advanced, to be abandoned in this ſtage. 
bout a month after this, and which was on the 1ſt of A 
fil (12 Germinal) a more numerous body, conſiſting princi- 


four thouſand; and in the vacant external ſpace around 
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te mountain party: Arid it was likewiſe obſerved, tliat they 


final retreat was made upon a ſuggeſtion from that quarts; O 
for as ſoon as an admonition to that effect was given fron pa 
tliat quarter it was obeyed. Many believed it was intend v. 
to lay violent hands upon all the leading members of the ar 
ponderating party, and either murder them in their places, 
ſend them to prifon, to be murdered afterwards, under thi 
form of a trial; as was the cafe in the time of Robeſpiert 
whereby the preponderating ſcale would be ſhifted to th 
other fide, and the reign of terror revived again for awhik 
Be the plan, however, what it might, it was ſoon fruſtrated] 
for, as the movement was that of a mob againſt the civil aui 
rity, its operations were irregular and diforderly: It had 
chief to lead it on to acts of violence: The time was then 
fore, whiled away in ſenſeleſs uproar, till at length the putati 
authors of the movement were as uneafy about the iſſue, ay 
as anxious to get rid of it, as thoſe at whom'it was ſuppoſe 
to be pointed. In the interim tov, the means that were ad 
ed without, tended not only to ſecure the general tranquilli 
of the city; but moſt probably to influence in a great mea 
the proceedings within. By order of the committees' the tw 
ſin was ſounded, and the citizens in every ſection calledi 
arms; ſo that the appeal was fairly made to the people of 


ris, whether they would: ſupport the Republic, or rally uu 
the ſtandard of thoſe who were for a change. Nor Ws nu 
queſtion long undecided ; for as ſoon as the government aca rat 
in its various functions it was obeyed : The lapſe of a tha 
hours gave it the preponderance, and the lapſe of a few may tor 
not only freed the hall of the convention from the ing to | 
with which it had been ſeized, but diſperſed the croud Fra 
its vicinity. | © 
At ſix in the evening the convention reſumed: its delit wil 
tions; beginning by declaring its ſitting permanent, andy the 
greſſing by a review of the movements of the day, which way mo! 
well-underſtood and freely diſcuſſed. By this tinje” too, i upo 
was fortified by accounts from every quarter, that the ſenſe ol nity 
the city was deciſively pronounced in its favor, and az fic 
the rioters, aid that the inhabitants of thoſe ſections, Weng ver 
the diſorder proceeded, were returning to their duty. My (cc: 
fitting continued until ſix in the morning; ini che courk juſt 
whereof a decree of baniſment was paſſed againſt the accom F 
ed members, and of arreſtation againſt eight or nine of M rect 
mountain party; which latter lift was afterwards' increased i ſom; 
about eighteen; and both of which decrees have ſinet pe com 
carried into effect, by* ſending the former tõ the” i ccc 
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quarter, Oleron , and the latter to the caſtle of Hara, in the ,de- 
en fron partment of Somme; and thus ended the commotion which 
intende was ſo long gathering and which menaced at one time, not to 
| arreſt the progreſs of the revolution (at leaſt ſuch was my 
opinion) but to occaſion much trouble and ſtain its page with 
new atrocities. - 


who 1 to be in Paris, and was appointed command- 
e 


ant of t 
country. His activity was great, for he was always on horſe, 


were wiſe : His name too was of great utility, for it tended 
equally to elevate the hopes of the friends, and depreſs thoſe 
of the enemies of the public tranquillity. - I do not think if 
he had been abſent, the event would have been different; 
but I am ſatisfied, that his preſence contributed much to ha- 
ſten the reſtoration of order, and to preſerve it afterwards. 
By this event, which is called the complement of the gth 
of Thermidor, and which forms the cataſtrophe of the moun- 
tain party, tranquillity appears to be eſtabliſhed, not only in 
this city, but throughout the Republic in general. The ſcar- 
city of bread, it is true, ſtill continues, but yet, no mur- 


that which was overwhelmed on the 31ſt of May, will there- 
fore commence its career under auſpices extremely favourable 


France. The fate of its late antagoniſt, if there was no 
other motive, and which was precipitated by the general 
with of France, and of all other nations, not in league againſt 
the French Republic, muſt furniſh a ſolemſ and laſting ad- 
monition to ſhun its example. The oppolite principles too, 
upon which it is founded, being the avowed patronot huma- 


te extremes of ariſtocracy and anarchy, whoſe partiſans 
were lately combined in an effort to eruſh it, promiſes to 


juit and honourable principles which it profeſſes. 


rected towards the eſtabliſhment of the conſtitution, and 
lome motions to that effect are now depending before ſelect 
committees appointed to prepare the ſeveral organic laws 
neceſſary to introduce it. An opinion is likewiſe entertained 
by many, that the conſtitution in queſtion is very defective, 
ON X 
- 


In the courſe of this day, the ſervices of General Pichegru, C2 
. 
national guard, were of great importance to his 
-Y 
and paſſing from one quarter of the city to another; and his 
arrangements in diſpoſing of the cannon and military force 


muring has been ſince heard on that ſubject. The mode- 
rate party, and which, in principle, I deem the fame” with | 


to its own reputation, and to the liberty and proſperity of 


nity, juſtice and law, and equally at variance with the oppo- 


leclire in its meafures ſome ſtability in the obſervance ol thoſe 


For ſome time paſt, the views of this party have been di- 
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will prevail, is yet uncertain. 


fifth articles, give cauſe to ſuſpect, that ſome ſtipulation 


ing for an exchange of priſoners, but in truth, for the mon 


turn, andwho will be the bearer of that letter. 


(n 


age ought to be amended before it is put in force. A diſcourk 
to this effect was lately delivered by Pelet, a reſpectable and 
well informed member, and the ſame ſentiment was they 
avowed by others. But whether an attempt of this land, 
(ſhould it be formally made, will ſucceed) or whether the 
general ſolieitude to put the conſtitution in force, howeye 
defective it may be, in the hope of amending it afterwards 


Since the fortunate iſſue of the late commotion, 3 treaty of 
peace was concluded. with. Pruflia, at Baſle, in Switzerland 
of which I incloſe you a copy. The import of the fourth ang 


exiſt which have not been communicatcd, and it is belieyd 
by many, that it is agreed between the parties, that Franc 
ſhall retain the Pruſſian territory on the leſt of the Rhine, iy 
lieu whereof, ſhe is to take and cede Hanover. Should thy 
be the caſe, it is proþable, if the war continues another cans 
paign, that Pruſſia will be ſeen arranged as a party on the 
fide of France. The latter conſiders the old conneQtion 
with Auftria as broken, and wiſhes to ſupply it by one with 
Pruſſia; and provided ſatisfactory arrangements are or. ſhal 
be hereafter formed for that purpoſe, will become intereftel 
in raiſing the latter power at the expenge of the former, a 
well as that of England, The negociation with Spain is alk 
faid to be far advanced, and will moſt probably ſoon bt 
cloſed. It is likewife reported, that a perſon, or more tha 
one from England is now in Paris, upon the pretext of treat 


ſubſtantial one of treating, or at leaſt of ſounding the diſp 
ſition of this government, for peace. Upon this point, how- 
ever, I hope to be able to give you in the courſe of a fev 
days more correct information than I now can. 


Firm Mr. Jay, to Mr. Monroe, 


' London, February 19th, 1795- 
SR, V 
Ox the ch of this month, I had the honor of writing 

to you a letter in anſwer to yours of the 17th ultimo, by Mr. 
urviance; who is {till here waiting. for an opportunity to e. 
Jou will receive this by Colonel Trumbull, Who, for ſome 
time paſt has been waiting for an opportunity to go through 


L "3s J 
pirit'tõ Stutgard, on private bufinefs of his own. He. dd 


* me the favout to accompany me to this —.— as my Teere- 

us they ry. He bas been privy to the negociation of the treaty be- 

kind Mevecn the United States and Great Britain, which 1 have 
: ; 


figned 3 and having copied it, is perfectly acquainted With 
contents. He is a gentleman of honor, underſtanding'and 
accuracy, and able to give you fatifatory information rela- 
tive to it. 1 have thought it more advifeable to authoriſe and 
requeſt him to give you this information perſonally, than to 
ſend you written extracts from the treaty, which might not 
de ſo ſatisfactory. But he is to give your this information in 
perfect confidence that you will not impart it to any perſon 


ulations ; a 

believed hatever; for as the treaty is not yet ratified, and may not 
Fra e finally concluded in its preſent form and tener, the in- 

hine, u onreniences which 2 premature publication of its edntehts 


night produce, can only be obviated by ſecrecy in the mean 
me, I think myſelf juſtifiable in giving you the informa- 


on the on in queſtion, becauſe you are an American miniſtef, and 
ned decauſe it may not only be agreeable, but perhaps uſeful. 
ne with | ASE | 25 
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or ſhall 
tereſted 
mer, 
n 1s allo 


F the United States of America. 


on o 
** Paris, Marth 3 , 1795. 
of treat In, : F 
he mor In ſome free converſation with Colonel Trumbull, on 


e diſps- e ſubject of the late treaty between Great Britain and Ame- 


t, hew- ca, L could not avoid expreſſing the uneaſineſs I felt at the 


f a few ilagreeable effects, which had already ſhewn . themſelves, 


1795 


writing War,—that it provided a compenſation with thoſe of- either 
by Mr. ation who had been injured, —and finally ſettled: all con- 
ty to re: Woverſy reſpecting the boundary line and the weſtern: poſts. ; 
for ſome 
through FFritory, or an engagement on either part to afford aid or 


Frm Mr. Benjamin Hichborn, to the M inifter Plemppotentiary 


3 


* 
— 
— 


— — 


— 


his being your ſecretary; the want of emolument to our cot 


my general letter reaches them, you may uſe this as your at 
thority upon the ſubject. © -: 
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ſupplies of any kind to the other, under any eircumſtanceyſW | 
whatever. The treaty, he ſays, ſimply declares, — That the i 
parties ſhall remain at peace, and points out the mode, in 
which the matters of ccntroverſy between them ſhall be final 


ly ſettled. . Pp 

If this information can be of any ſervice to you in youll e 

public capacity, you may make uſe of it in any manner ! 
may think fit. I preſume the authenticity of its contents wil 

not be called in queſtion, re 

| I am, Dec. n 

(Signed) 0 f1 

*; BENJAMIN HICHBORN. u; 

| . pe 

| . m 

From the Secretary of State of the United States, to Mr. Mum th 

| | ; 0 


Philadelphia, March 8th, 1795 


SR, 


Ox the 15th ultimo, I had the honour of writing 6 
you at large; and on the 2oth of the ſame month, I receie 
your letters of October 16th; November 7 th and 2oth, 1794 

Being uncertain whether I may not be required at the yet 
moment to cloſe this letter, I ſhall not undertake to anſwe 
your diſpatches fully; though I will proceed as far as the hut 
ry of the opportunity will permit. | 

I have the pleaſure to inform you, that the Preſident mud 
approves your attention to our commerce z- and the merchant 
who are immediately intereſted, and to whom I have cf 
municated your meaſures, think them judicious. + 

The temporary appointment of Mr. Skipwith, and his 1. 
port have been alſo well received. But the circumſtance d 


ſulates, and an ignorance of what you had done, cauſed! 
Mr. Pitcairn to be named conſul for Paris, pretty early il 
the late ſeſſion of the ſenate, I ſhall ſend a general inſtruc 
tion to the conſuls to obey the directions of the miniſters d 
the United States. Should ſuch a power be neceflary before 


Your obſervations as to paſſports have for ſome time 0c- 
curred to me. Thoſe which have been iſſued from this de- Ming 
partment lately, have been governed by ſtrict rules; and fun hiſt 
reproach and calumny have fallen upon the chief officer, from 
the mout} s of foreign ariſtocrats, who are a kind of hal- 


n 


aſtance i fledged citizens of the United States, by having reſided there- 
hat the in a few months. . Es 


[ ” ” : —_ als a 2 Y . ; | 
ode, in Your hiſtory of the Jacobin Societies, was ſo appropriate 
de fil. to the preſent times in our own country, that it was conceiv ed 


| 


proper to furniſh the public with thoſe uſeful: leſſons; and 
in you extracts were publiſhed as from a letter of a gentleman in 
ner youll Parts to hig friend in this city. | 


ents wil Laſt night the treaty with Great Britain arrived. It will 


remain undivulged by the executive, until the 8th of June 
next; when the ſenate will afſemble to deliberate on its rati- 


fication, I perceive that Mr. Fauchet is very uneaſy ; but 


RN. BW upon what grounds, which are juſtifiable, I know not. The 
poſts, and the ſpoliations of commerce will never ſurely be 


mentioned, as requiring war inſtead of negociation ; and if 


Moni they do require war, we and no other nation are the judges. 
Our trade may alſo be regulated by any treaties which we 
1795 Pleaſe; and no other goyernment can find capſe of offence, 

| unleſs we derogate from its rights. You are acquainted with 
the reſtrictions on Mr. Jay, againſt the weakening of our en- 


ting oi c:gements with France; and as far as a curſory peruſal of the 
receirtreaty will enable me to ſpeak, I have not diſcovered any rea- 
h, 17048Wſ/onable ground for diſſatisfaction in the French Republic. 
the neu or it cannot be ſuppoſed, that the French nation would be 
5 anſwaf lipleaſed that our diſputes with other nations ſhould be con- 
; the hu cluded. But you will not judge from what I ſay, that my 


opinion is formed, whether the treaty will or not be ratified. 
However, your idea as to Denmark and Sweden, though ir 
was always attended to, grows of leſs importance. I ſhall not 
now anſwer your propoſition, or rather intimation, relative to 
certain concert, until a future opportunity; and after hear- 


nt mud 
zerchandt 
ave con- 


d his u. 


ſtance d from one of my late letters, that the ſtep is viewed here as 


our co very ſtrong one. 
cauſed i Your obſervations on our commercial relation to France, 
early und your conduct as to Mr. Guardoqui's letter, prove your 
inſtruc.udgment and aſſiduity. Nor are your meaſures as to Mr. 
niſters eine, and the lady of our friend leſs approved. 
ry befor ll Colonel Humphreys is here arranging the affair of Algier 
your au-: Be ſo good as to bring to the earlieſt ifſue the points, which 
| ou have preſſed upon the French Republic; and particularly 
time oe · Nhe teen thouſand dollars, advanced to the people of 8t. Do- 
this de: Mringo. You have generally called them fifty thouſand by 


and great 
cer, from 


of half. 


| iſtake. 


ag farther from you concerning it. You will have conclud- 
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My next letter will be devoted to the two important pal 
ges in your letters, conveying intelligence of your movement 
reſpeEting Spain and Great Britajan. 

The incloſed papers from Mr. Vincent, muſt be ſubmitted 
to your diſcretion, to do with them what may be beſt and pro. 
per. Thoſe of Mr. King relative to the ſhip Andrew, make 
a part of the buſineſs already in = Hanns. 

Mr. Taylor will prepare for this conveyance, your newſpa- 
pers, Oc. | | N CT. 

'T am, Oc. „ og 
| l IM. RANDOLPH. 
Secretary of State. 


P. S. Since writing the above, I have received the-incloſed 
letter of the 7th inſtant, from Mr. Fitzſimons, which I be 
leave to conſign to your particular attention... 
"Ta N —— 15 
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'Fxom Mn. Monroe, To THE SECRETARY: o STATE, 


„ Paris, May 17th, 1795 
STR, _ . | 4 
I was yeſterday honoured with yours of the 8th d. 
March, the only one received ſince that of the 5th of De 
cember, and was at the ſame moment favored with the com- 
pany of Mr. Pitcairn, who having juſt arrived, had calle 
to preſent his commiſſion of -vice-conſul- for this city, to be 
recognized as ſuch. 5 . 

I informed you in my letter of the 6th of March, and for 
reaſons that were in part before explained, that the arrival df 
this gentleman would ſubject me to an unpleaſant dilemma, 
for if it was known that he was a Britifh fubje&, although ht 
h-d likewife become an American citizen, I donbted meh 
whether he would be received : That in ſtrict propriety I ought 
to communicate the fact if it was fo, for after what had paſſet 
between us, upon a ſubject analogous to this, if T announced 
him with-holding the fact, and it was diſcovered afterwids, 
I ſhould expoſe myſelf to the imputation of the want of cat 
dour, and that in any event, if he were eſtabliſhed, however 
correctly I might perſonally act, the circumſtance of his being 


20-3 
a Britiſh tubject, would not only leſſen his weight and to tl e 


nentz prejudice of our commercial affairs here, but to a certain de- 
K. ee, and from cauſes that are obvious, leflen mine likewiſe, 
litted .- ill effects of which might be felt, and eſpecially at the 
| pto. preſent moment upon. Concerns of more general importance. 
male By his arrival, therefore, this embarraſsment was realized: 

2 . 6 » : 

3 The commiſſion of the Preſident is the law to me, and upon 
Wiki every principle it is diſagreeable to ſuſpend. its force; but 


yet the nature of the truſt repoſed in a public miniſter, ſeems 
to imply in him a diſcretionary power, to controul according 


public detriment, Upon mature conſideration, therefore, 
[ have thought it beſt to with-hold the official communication 
pf his appointment from the government, until I ſhould hear 
zom you in reply to that letter; and the more eſpecially, as 
might now be expected in the courſe of a few weeks. In 
onſequence,, I communicated this deciſion to Mr. Pitcairn, 
ith the motives upon which it was founded, and was pleaſed 


de propriety of it. 3 
| obſerve by this letter, that the treaty concluded by Mr. 
ay with Great-Britain, did not arrive before the, 5th of 
March, and in conſequence would not be ſubmitted to the 
jenate before the 8th of June, and in the interim would 
kept ſecret. I regret equally,this delay and ſecrecy; the 
lay becauſe if it is not approved, it may become more diſh- 
ut in the probable courſe of events on this fide the Atlantic, 
d obtain a remodification of it: and the ſecrecy becauſe the 
alouſy that was at firſt imbibed by this government of its 
ontents will of courſe remain for the ſame ſpace of time, 
nd which canngt otherwiſe.than be 2 urtful in the 


rar. 

79˙* 
gth > 
of De 
ie com- 
| called 
, to 


and for Whicrim to our affairs depending here. aving too, explained 
rrival of e object of that miſſion, whillt its iſſue w2s uncertain, they 
ttemmy ink it ſtrange that the reſult ſhould be. now withheld. - Up- 
ough b e this point, however, I have nothing new to add. I have 
d much feady communicated to you whatever I had to communicate 

; F ought don it, and waiting the iſſue, I ſhall continue by my aſſu- 
id paſſel Wrces to endęavour to inſpire this government with a conſi- 
noun" Aence, cither that the treaty in queſtion. contains in it nothing 
gh” proper, or that it will not be ratified in. caſe it does. 


Your laſt letter gave me the firſt intelligence upon which I 
buld rely, that Colonel Humphreys was in America. He 
ul of courfe return fully poſſeſſed of your views with reſpect 


howerer 
his being 


1 to his judgment, incidents of this kind, wherever it appears 
State. tat thereby he may promote the public intereſt, and which 
becomes of courſe the ſtronger, when neceſſary to prevent a 


obſerve, that he appeared to be perfectly ſatisſied with | 
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to the piratical powers on the African coaſt. I aſſured you 
long fince that it would be eaſy to obtain from this government 
its aid upon that point, and it is certain that its aid with each, 
and eſpecially Algiers, with which regency the republic is in 
the ſtricteſt amity, would be of good effect. Thoſe power 
hear that France is at war againſt Auſtria, Spain, England 
Portugal, &c. and Cefeats them all, and in conſequence cons 
clude that ſhe is more powerful than all united, and reſpef 
her accordingly. I have frequently been told in private con- 
verſation by the members of the committee, that they were 
ready to render us all the ſervice in their power in that reſpet 
and I ſhould long ſince have requeſted the government to make 
our peace there in purſuit of the plan commenced by Mr, 
Morris, had I not been inſtructed that the buſineſs was in the 
hands of Colonel Humphreys, and feared by ſuch interferenc 
1 ſhould embarraſs the views and meaſures of our government 
I thall be ready however, to act in whatever line you may think 
proper to direct, and ſhall endeavour, and without any pat 
ticular compromitment on our part, to keep the committee 
the ſame ſtate of preparation. og 

In general our commercial affairs progreſs as well, all thing 
conſidered, as could be expected. Tranſactions of old ſtand 
ing, I have not lately formally preſſed, becauſe I knew that ti 
government was embarraſſed on the ſcore of finance, and bs 
cauſe I thought it would be better to wait the ifſue of the by 
ſineſs depending with you in June next. Mr. Skipwith, how 
ever, does every thing in his power to forward thoſe objetly 
and perhaps with as much effect, as would be poſſible und 
any prefſure that could now be made. But in the direct ſ 
current commerce,our countrymen enjoy all the privileges thi 
the government can give them; and though delays are ſom 
times experienced, and eſpecially in the payment of contra 
that were formed in America, yet the tranſactions are gen 
rally cloſed in a manner ſatisfactory to the parties. 'Thep 
fits which ſome of them have made, and continue to mail 
according to report, are great, beyond example. In truth q 
countrymen are gradually planting themſelves in commer 


touſes throughout the Republic, and engaging in the comic pa: 


merce-of France to an extent which, whilſt it promiſes to lich 
profitable to themſelves, will likewiſe be of great and permWQolt pi 
nent utility to both nations: for by means thereof not only ppeare 
ſonal acquaintance and connections are formed by the cite Fd mo 
of each with thoſe of the other reſpectively, but their commen m. 
wants and common capacities will be better underſtood. Feel 


up 


. 
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The claim of 15, 90, dollars I mentioned long ſince would 


ed you 


rament Ne admitted without a word, and that it dught to be fo under- 
h each, food at the. treaſury. 1 omitted it in my more curly appli. 
lic is in {ations to this government, becauſe I wiſhed to ptogreſs with 
powers tte greater, objects. firſt, and more latterly,” for the" reaſons 
ngland, bore ſuggelte « 1 I conferred, however, on the ſübject wh 


ſr, Adet, and preſuine he will allow. it as a'thing of courſe 3 
ut if he does not, upon notification thereof to the committee, 
nd which I will immediately make when ſo adviſed by you, 


3 36 g Ca C3104 rr 
e will certainly be inſtructed to do t. 


ce con. 
reſpect 


ite con- 


ey wen 
Nen dnce my Ia „Paris, eine in general, have enjoy- 
to mae | {tate of perfect trängufillty. Every little diſtutbance whith 
by Mr. ed fora dent ee the 2d April th Germinal) 
1s in tee there Was one or two of the ſmaller kind which did enfüe, 
rferen baded almoſt of itſelf, and in each inſtance 'Withour Torce, 


ramen, 


dof courle without joogThed. Thus the authority of the 
[1 


ay thinMcovention, prevails, although it is ſu ported by the common 

any pe, and the common intereſt of the citizens of Paris only ; 
© R vw of £4 - 3114 4 19 S + 1 þ 1 94 174 * * * 5 ” 

nitter u thing deemed heretofore impracticable under exiſting em- 


arafltaents, © Certain it is, that if the gov: ronment had been 
ill ching the hands of à king, or any other deſeription of perfons than 
d tn of the people theniſclyes, we thould have ſcen in the cg 
that ts few weeks, paſt, a ſuccethon of many revolutions bf che 
and E nniſterial kind, and, which would have perhaps dethroned E= 
* the by ver Ic 0 


th, bone people on account of the ſcarcity” of bread, ſihce that 
objelhne, bas been like that, of a befieged town. They have been 
le unenttantcly upon allowance, and which was latterly reduced to 
n Aer v Ze © Tt f 
direct oo ounces, and; ſometimes leſs per day. My family which 
| N ln —— 124 i 1414 7 i 10 rl 
eges thWoils of 14 erſons is allowed tw ounds of bread er day. 
re ſono mention this that you; may Have a juſt idea of the diſtreſs of 
ontrachbers, and | particularly the poor; for at a great expence 
are geber 49. dollars ſpecie PS barrel) I am ſupplict. The ac- 
The po unts which, we have 0: | f tze aged, the infir 
to mind eyen of children arg molt afflicking; yet calmneſs andiſc- 
truth 00g"1uty are ſeen every Where; complaints diminith, and that 
LES SN 04 1 n he 1 f Gering. 
mmerirocity which was obſervable on the 12th of Germinal, on 
the cone part of thoſe Who forcibly entered the convention,” and 


iſes to Mkich was excited b the animoſity-of contending partiee, and 
d permit probably enereaſed by foreign influence, has entirely dif 
only paiWpcared. In this moment they all look to America for bread, 
e cited moſt feryently do I join them in, prayer, that our country- 
commun may ſpeedily bring it to them. br they can make out for 
ood. WW iccks they are Tafe; for by that time the rye will ripen, and 
nay, be in a better tuation in the 


— 


' 


| 
| 
| 
f 


1 


interim than they now are, and moſt probably not in a war 


ducted to Dieppe, where he was kept under guard until 


they embraced any other object than an exchange of pi 
twenty- four hours. The agent attended, aſked his buſy 
and was anſwered, he came to treat for an exchange d 
ſoners. Have you no other power? Let us ſettle thisj 
firſt; we ſhall be together, and may afterwards talk on 

we pleaſe. But have you no other power ? Your anf 
If you have I will receive what you will be pleaſed to com 
Eden replied, he had none; and thus they parted, they 


; ed what the wiſli of the committee was in that reſpect, 


door which was opened to receive propoſitions from the | 
Ces of the Germanic body, through the king of Pruſſa, 


means, and to the credit and intereſt of the king of Pn 


0 162 ] 


In the line of negociation, nothing has been condgluf 


; ſince the treaty with Pruſſia, and which was ratified by lip! 
parties ſoon after it was ſigned. Sir E. Eden came to Roth 
fort, from whence he notified his arrival to the committee v 


requeſted permiſſion to come to Paris. They had him 


arrival of an agent from the committee, who was inſtr 
to receive and report his propoſitions to that body, proj 


ers; but in caſe they did not, to requeſt his departun 


U 
: 


this queſtion may ſettle this and every other point in a wi 

nicate; if you have not, our buſineſs is at an end. 
for Paris, and Mr. Eden for London, the latter being ay 
It is ſaid that a treaty is lately concluded with the con 


ſioners from Holland, by which the independence d 
country is acknowledged, and an alliance offenſive and d 


five formed, upon terms which promiſe to be ſatisfaCtoryt : 
parties. I will incloſe a ſketchof theſewhich has been publi ho 
General Pichegru has croſſed the Rhine and with a bei. 
derable force; but probably at preſent for the purpoſe o Ne 
quartering his army in the enemies' country. He is de. 
the neighbourhood of Mayence, which is ſtill beſieged. und 


campaign, however, cannot be conſidered as fairly op ©xp 
Perhaps it is not definitively ſettled, againſt whom in the [ve 
pire, the forces of the Republic will be directed; u | 


not an idle proviſion. Advantage, I am told, has alt 
been taken of it, and that it will moſt probably prove 


of promoting in the Empire the views of France. P 
The negociation with Spain is {till at a ſtand. The 8p by o 
court is ſtrongly inclined to connect itſelf with this Repiſi cher. 
but in ſo doing it foreſees the neceſſity of an accommodiſſ othe: 
with us in reſpect to the boundaries and the Miſſifipp!; ben 


againll which it thinks itſelf ſecure by adhering to Eng 


E 


| who it is believed gives aſſurances to that effect. Of the views 
in a wo! England, however, Spain is and always was jealous, ſo 
| concluWMthat it is not improbable an accommodation may ſoon take 
fied by WW place. It is ſaid that the king of Spain makes a proviſion for 
e to Rod the children of the late king, the object of his care: That he 
mmittee t viſhes to have them delivered up to him, with the view of“ 
d him giring them an eſtabhſhment in property ſomewhere in his 


rd until N dominions, with the title of duke to the boy, and that this 
s inſt point in ſome form or other will probably be agreed. 
ly, pron At ſea, in the excurſions which were made in the courſe 
ze of pri of the winter, by tempeſt great loſs was ſuſtained, and con- 
lepartur i fdering that the war will hereafter be directed principally a- 
his buinMWcain England, leſs attention was for ſome time paid to the 


navy than ought to have been expected. At preſent, howe- 
yer, the attention of the executive branch ſeems to be turned 
more towards thzt object than heretofore ; ſo that it is proba - 
ble the waſte of the winter will ſoon be repaired. | 

The aſſignats continue to depreciate, and the fre- 


ange of 
e this 
alk on! 
ur anſug 
t in a vo 


d to c cuent diſcuſſions which take place upon the various propoſi- 
end. tons made to raiſe their credit, always produce the oppoſite 
d, the cit of depreſſing them. Many think, however, the de- 
xeing i reciation a bleſſing to the country, and that their total fall 
peR, would be among the happieſt of political events; eſpecially il 
he com they can be kept up 2 the ſummer. At preſent their 
ence opreciation is by the ſtandard of gold, or foreign exchange, 
e and a fourtcen to one. x 
actoryt The maſs of wealth in national domains, is affirmed by 
en pub kose who ought to know, more than double what I ſuppoſed; 


vith 2 being, after reſtoring the property of thoſz who were illegal- 


pole c condemned, according to a late decree, about four hun- 
le is n cred millions ſterling. A deputation was lately ſent to Hol- 
ſieged. nd, of Sieyes and Reubell, ro preſs for money, and it is 
irly op expected they will ſucceed, at leaſt in ſuch degree as to an- 


1 in thel 
2d; fot 


om the il 


[wer preſent exigencies. 
l am happy to hear that the Preſident approves my conduct 


in the inftance mentioned, and I beg you to aſſure him that 


Pruſſia, Wor the future I ſhall continue to be neither leſs attentive nor 
has a aſiduous in the diſcharge of the duties of the truſt repoſed in 
7 p_ me, to all its objects, than I have heretofore been. 

s of Fr | 


P. S. Since writing the above, I was informed perſonally 
by one of the agents who attended Mr. Eden at Dieppe (for 
there were two) that he (Mr. Eden) had power to treat on 
other ſubjects than that of an exchange of priſoners, and that 
„ not only communicated this, but hkewiſe his propoſitions, 


The Spe 
is Repul 
om mod! 
ſiſppi; 
to Eng 
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er eee A rei. i 
and which were ſent to the committee and peremiptorily re. 


: | | Sin al 
jc cted. That the treatment given Mr. Eden, Was polite ac 
reſpectful, and with which he appeared: to be perfectly ſatis: be 
fied. What the propoſitions were I know not; but that they d 
gentemplated peace cannot be doubted. PE 8 

. 1 8 | ye 

77 nod <A ie 671 2. ale + a. lo 
A rom the Secretary of State of the United States, 20 Mir. Monk ſy 

. Philadelphia, Hebruury 151, t 795. po 
EAR SIR, | | 5 

Tut laft date, which I have received from you, is d o 
the 15th of September, 1794, and it has been duly acknow. Wi. 
ledged by duplicates. It occaſioned no fall anxiety as to the: 
iſſue of many points, which you had brought bt fore the Fen W.ir 
republic. That anxiety has been confiderably encteaſtd Wl; 
e>ſcrying in the newſpaper a decree, reſcinding the ſtipulation . 
between the United States and France, making goods free. 
which are found in free ſhips. It has appeared only in; 
tranllation; and there is ambiguity enough in its preſent dit r. 
to lead us to hope, that the treaty, having been declared r 
the beginning of the decree to be in full force, may poſſibly; 
an exception {till to the general proviſion for condenining hon 
tile property in neutral bottoms. 1 5 

„We do not doubt, that we ſhould have obtained the moſt 
ample explanation of this and every other of our relations uit 
France, had not the advice-boat, which was lately diſpatch- reg 
ed from thence, been captured by a Britiſh frigate. he 

Acceptable as Mr. Fauchet has hitherto been, we read wit WM 7 
great ſenſibility, that Mr. Oudard formerly, and Mr, Adet te. rie 
cently, haye been appointed in his place. If this ſhould be o 
true, and Mr. Fauchet is, as we ſuppoſe, uncontaminated to- me 
wards che French intereſt, it is rather an unpleaſant circum- ent 
ſtance, that upon a change of party, we are to expect a changeot Whiq; 
miniſter. However, the only thing which eſſentially concerns Wl cc 
us; is, that the repreſentative of the French republic in the Uni. Weir: 
ted States, ſhould lay aſide all intrigue, and imitate ourſelves in War e 
a courſe of plain and fair dealing. 9 ig dl. 

We conſide, that you haye loſt no opportunity of fixing the Me h 
friendſhip of the two countries upon ſolid grounds. On our Wt, 
part we really do all that we can; and as one inſtance, I will Nr al 


mention the Jepiilative act, which has, within theſe few weeks, 


„ 


enabled Mr. Fauchet to uſe, by anticjpation, the inſtalments ot 
the French debt, due in September and November nen, 


[LL 2637 J 


. 
by # 4# 


rily re. MW amounting to two millions and an half of livres. But I am. 


ite and afraid, that Mr. Fauchet, and probably the French nation, have 


y ſatis been urged to believe, that the treaty, ſaid to have been con- 
at "they cluded by Mr. Jay with Great Britain, interferes with our en- 
| gagements and attachments to France. It has not come to hand 
jet, and therefore I can deliver no decided opinion on it. But 
ſo far is this from any inſtruction to Mr. Jay, that I am per- 


Aon tuaded he could not think of a treaty, having ſuch an object. 
In the principal heads of the negociation; the ſurrender of the 


795. poſts, the vexations and ſpoliations of our commerce; and the 
pꝛyment of Britiſhidebts, France can have no poſhble concern. 
44 If we chooſe to modify them ever fo capriciouſly, we are the 
Lu, sue and only arbiters of the queſtion. It is probable, indeed, 
cknow. ¶ nat our commercial intercourſe has been alſo regulated. Say, 
i to the f ou pleaſe, that a treaty has been concluded for commerce 
French o; France will enjoy all the advantages of the moſt fa- 
fed; WBWhourcd nation; and we have been long ready to diſcuſs and 
pulation WWcttle new commercial arrangements with France; but none 
ds free ze been ever propoſed during my connection with the ad- 
oly in: iniſtration. It may well be ſuppoſed, that the acceſs to the 
nt dreh eſt Indies, with as few reſtrictions as poſſible, muſt be deſira- 
lared e to us. But let the poſſeſſion of them ultimately center in 
8 rance or England, we ſhall, I preſume, be unfettered by our 
ing bob ontracts with the one, fo as to be at perfect liberty to contract 
"= 1th the other. 
he mol [ ſhall give you no comments upon the proceedings of con- 
111008 t0 greß, until they riſe, which will be in a fortnight hence, At 
liſpatch- Wrcſent you will receive by the French ſhip, which Mr. Fau- 
ert diſpatches, your quota of newſpapers. 4 
ead with The conduct of Spain towards us is unaccountable and in- 
Adet te. BWrrious. Mr. Pinckney is by this time gone over to Madrid, 
ould be WS: our envoy extraordinary, to bring matters to a concluſion 
nated 0 me way or other. But you will ſeize any favorable mo- 
CIrcun- ent to execute what has been intruſted to you, reſpecting the 
change af iſlfppi. | | 5 
concern Colonel Humphreys, our miniſter for Liſbon, being diſap- 
the Uni- dinted in the loan, which was to be opened for the relief of 
r{elves in ur captive brethren in Algiers, has come over to preſs the ſub- 
: ct. He will return, in a few days, full handed; and although 
ixipg ye e have heard nothing of late concerning the friendly interpo- 
n our 


On of ion of France with the Dey, we beg chat the influence of 
„1 - ur ally may be exerted in this great cauſe of humanity. 

W WEEK) ; . | | 
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From the Secretary of State of the Uited States, to Mr. Mi, one, 


Philedelphia, April 7th, 1795. 
SIR, | 


Mr laſt letter of March 8th, 1795, has been forward. 
ed to you by duplicates. It will have anticipated the ſubjec 
of your private letter of December 18th, 1795; though it is 
by no means ſo extenſive as one, which I thould have con- 
cluded before this time, but for a coNlant round of interrup. 
tions, which I have not yet been able to repel. I am reſolyed, 
however, to ſeclude myſelf from all, except the moſt indi 
penſable buſineſs, that I naay devote my attention to ſuch z 
review of our relation to France, as may aſcertain the fad 
which is fo firmly impreſſed upon me, that we have behaved to 
her fairly and honorably. For the preſent I ſhall fay. no 
mores reſpecting the ſource of diſcontent, the treaty made ty 
Mr. Jay, than this: That, as far as I have any definite ideas of 
treaties oſfenſive and defenſive, there is no ground for charguy 
that treaty, as being offenſive or defenſive; that the obligation 
of all prior treatics is pre ſaved ; that France, from the 
circumſtance of being the moſt favored nation, immediate) 
inherits, upon equal terms, the conceſſions, indulgences, c 
conditions made to other nations; and that the confining of 
its contents to the Preſident and the Secretary of State, is not 
from any thing ſiniſter towards France; but from the uſage 
in ſuch cafes not from an unwillingneſs that the execute 
conduct ſhould be canvaſſed; but from a certain fitneſs and 
expectation, ariſing ſrom ſuch a diplomatic act. 2 
The diſpatches, which you are underſtood to have intruſt 
ed to Mr. Smith of this city, not baving yet arrived, out 


anxiety continues, to learn the iſſue of the concert, which you \ 
have ſuggeſted. You will have been informed by my letter d a 
the 8th ultimo, that « the ſtep is viewed here, as a very fir n 
cue 32 and notwithſtanding the rapid ſucceſſes, which hate {1 
attended the arms of our ally, we fteadily direct our courſe u ſy 
the character of neutrality, which we profeſs, and therefor m 
the mere it is examined, the ſtronger it appears. You will hear to 
from me ſhortly, in 2 more particular manner concerning i. th 
and the ſtyle, which in our negociations at Paris ought, in ou 0 

| 


judgment, to be obſerved. But I muſt be permitted to tt 
mark, that the 77variable policy of the Preſident, is, to be 35 
independent as poſſible, of every nation upon earth; and thi 
policy is not aſſumed now for the firſt time, when perhaps 
may be infidioutly preached by ſome, who lean to Great Bri 
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tain, to. prevent a tendency to France; but it is wiſe at all times, 
and, if ſteadily purſued, will protect our country from the ef- 
ſects of commotion in Europe. France is, at this day, in the 


eye of the Preſident, as ſhe has always been, cordially embra- 


c:d ; and no event could be more afflicting to him, than a ſuſ- 
picion of the purity of our motives in regard to that republic. 
But without a ſteady adherence to principles, no government 
can defend itfelf againſt the animadverſions of the world, nor 
procure a permanent benefit to-its own citizens. 

Cafes of ſpoliation and injury, according to the liſt ſubjoin- 
ed, will accompany this letter: as ſubjects, to which your 
attention and zeal are requeſted. =" | 

The prints, which have not been hitherto ſent, are alſo pre- 
pared by Mr. Taylor. 

Until a few days hence, I muſt beg you to accept this letter, 
as the forerunner only af a more copious one, upon our affairs 
in France, CE EG | 


I am, Oc. — 
EDM. RANDOLPII, 
Secretary of State. 


From the Miniſter Plemipatentiary of the United States of Ame- 


rica, to the Committee of Public Safety. 


I HAvs to notify the committee of public fafety, that 
Mr. Pinckney, miniſter plenipotentiary of the United States 
at London, and envoy extraordinary to the court of Spain, is 
now in Paris, on his way to Madrid, upon a particular miſ- 
hon from the United States to that court. He intends to pur- 
ſue his journey by land, and wiſhes the paſſport of the com- 
mittee, to ſecure him that ſafety and protection which is due 
to the miniſter of their ally, whilſt within the juriſdiction of 
the French Republic. Mr. Pinckney will be happy to bear 
any commands which the committee may have for the quar- 
der to which he is going. 1 155 
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From the Commiſfary of Foreign, Relatiomi, to the M. iniſter Pleni- 
Potentiary of the United States r America. | 

| | Paris, 12th, Prairia! 3d Year of the Republic. 

By 5 [May 3 f, 1795. 

f | | | | IIR, | RE 4 IE 

3 _  You-will find encloſed the paſſport which you-deliver. 

| edi to Mr. Thomas Pinckney. It is certified by the commit. Wh; 


it | tee of public ſafety this day. I haſten to tranſmit it to you, . Wiſo 
| . peating the aſſurances of my entire devotion. F 


No. XVI. 


FRO] Ms. Monrot, To THE SECRETARY OF STATE. 


Paris, June 14th, 1795. 
SIR, | 


Ir ſeemed probable, after the movement of the 120 
Serminal (2nd of April) and which terminated in the baniſh 
ment or rather deportation (for the hand of government wa 
never withdrawn from them). of Barrere, Billaud de Varenne 
and Collot d'Herbois, and the arreſtation of ſeveral of the 
leading members in the mountain party, that the convention 
would be left at liberty to purſue for the future the great ob. 
-. zeCt of the revolution, and without further moleſtation z and 
the calm which enſued, for a conſiderable time, that maye- 
ment, although the ſcarcity of bread continued, gave ſtrength 


' 4 to this preſumption. But a late event has ſhewn that the ie. 
* | tory. which was gained upon that occaſion. by, the convention 
over the enemies of the preſent ſyſtem, was not fo ene 1 
1 there was reaſon. to preſume it would be; for within a, few 


1 days after my laſt, which was of the 17th of May, anothet 

| 1 attempt was made, upon that body, and. which, menaced fora 
. | while at leaſt, in reſpect to the perſonal, ſafety of che mem- 

J bers, the moſt alarming conſequences. I am, happy, how 
"58 ever, to be able now to aſſure you, that; this has likewile pat 
ed, and without producing, according to preſent proſpects 
and in regard to the main courſe of the revolution, any mate. 
rial effect. | «EM 
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The circumſtances which characterize this latter movement 
re in general the ſame with thoſe of that which preceded it; 
cept that it was attended with greater violence and its views 
ere more 7 unfolded. On the 20th of May, a 
ty from the Faubourgs of St. Antoine and St. Marceau, 


c. ned, and conſiſting of ſome thouſands, approached the con- 
1 ntion early in the morning, having previouſly circulated a 
9 / zper that their object was a redreſs of grievances z of which 
| e ſcarcity of bread was the principal, and which could only 
deliver accompliſhed by the eſtabliſhment. of the conſtitution of 
ommit. oz, and the recall of Barrere and his colleagues; or, in other 
you, R ords, the revival of the reign of terror. As theſe meaſures 
zuld not be carried into immediate effect, without the over- 
row of the preponderating party, ſo the movement appeared 
be directed unequivocally to that object. The centinels of 
e convention were forced upon the firſt approach, and 
an inſtant the party, preceded by a legion of women, 
tered and ſpread itſelf throughout the hall of that aſſembly. 
ATE. he fitting was broken and every thing in the utmoſt confu- 
pn, In a conteſt which took place between Ferraud, one of 
798. e deputies, a gallant and eſtimable young man, and ſome of 
e party, for the protection of the chair and perfon of the 
eelident, which were threatened with violation, the former 
he 12 : lain, and ſoon afterwards his head, ſevered from his body, 
: banill» s borne on a pike by the perpetrators of this atrocious 
ent wa inc, in triumph, into the boſom of the convention itſelf. 
arenns really ſcemed for ſome time, as if that body, or at leaſt the 
of the Wing members in the preponderating party, were doomed to 
wentio ſiruction, or ſafety to be ſecured only by diſguiſe and flight, 
zreat ob Wucing this conflict, however, the whole aſfembly behaved 
on; and With the utmoſt magnanimity : No ſymptoms of fear were be- 
t mae ed: No diſpoſition to yield or e diſhonor the great 
ſtrengü Whcatre on which they Hood; and Boiſſy d' Anglas, who hap- 
the ie. ved to preſide, not only kept his ſeat, but obſerved in his 
vention, portment a calmneſs and compoſure which became the 
my * ißed and important ſtation which he filled. This Rate of 
n 2, fen Hgafuſion laſted until about twelve at niglit ; when it was ter- 
: anothet mated by the decifive effort of a body gathered from the 
ed for gubouring ſections, planned by the united committees of 
1e mem- Wilic lafety, ſurete generale and militaire, and led on by ſe. 
75 how ral deputies, among whom were moſt diſtinguiſhed, Ker- 
viſe pal Wlegan, Anguis, Mathieu, Delmas, Freron and Legendre. 
roſpeCts, Ney entered precipitately the hall, attacked the intruders, ſa- 
y mate. Age and bayonet in hand; nor did they ceaſe the charge until 


had reſcued it from * profanation. A little after 


% 
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twelve the convention was re-eſtabliſhed, and proceeded, asy 
on the former occaſion, to a review of what had paſſed, | 
the courſe of the day. | 

Whilſt the inſurgents were in poſſeſſion of the rcins 
government, and after Boiſſy d' Anglas had retired, 
placed the Preſident Vernier,“ in the chair by force, and 
gan an organization upon the principles that were firſt avoꝶ 

They repealcd in a mals all the laws that were paſſed ſi 
the gth Thermidor : Recalled Barrere, Billaud de Varem 
and Collot d'Herbois ; took poſſeſſion of the tocſin and 

telegraph z ordered the barriers of the city to be cloſed, a 
' were upon the point of arreſting all the members of the ox 
mittees of the executive branch, having appointed a com 
ſion of four deputies, to take their places and with full po 
to act in their ſtead ; fo that in truth the reign of terrot 
nearly revived, and with accumulated force. At this 
ment, however, the plan of the committees, who had oa 
nued their ſitting, was ripe for execution and fortunately 
ſtroke was given before the ſyſtem was completed. 

But the commotion was not ended by the expulſion off 
inſurgents from the hall of the Convention itſelf. They 
treated back to the faubourgs to which they belonged, 
where, for a while, they oppoſed its authority. In the cow 
however, of the ſucceeding day, a conſiderable force was 
lected, under the authority of the Convention, from tholel 
tions who voluntarily offered their ſervice, amounting, peri 
to fifteen thouſand ; and which being marched againſt then 
different directions, ſurrounding, in ſome meaſure, both i 
bourgs, reduced them immediately to order, and without 
effuſion of blood. | 

On the ſame day an inſurrection took place at Toulon 
the ſame kind, and with the ſame views, and which for 
veral days wreſted that port and its dependencies, the leet 
cepted, from the authority of the government. Upon 
theatre too, ſome outrages were committed, and fatal c 
quences in other reſpects were apprehended. But this 
likewiſe lately ſuppreſſed by the efforts of good citizens, dn 
by the repreſentatives in miſſion there, from Marſeilles and! 
neighbouring country; a report to that effect being yeltei 
preſented to the convention by the committee of public 
ty: So that order may be coniidered as completely 
bliſhed, the authority of the convention being triump 
every where. | 


1 
| 


* This is a miſtake: Vernier relieved Boiſſy d'Anglas upon his on 
{ vg lolicitaiion ; it appearing that Billy d' Anglas was exhaufted. 


E 


As ſoon as the Convention reſumed its deliberations, the 
duniſhment of thoſe who had offended in the courſe of the 
ommotion was the firſt object which engaged its attention. 
Vhilſt the inſurgents were in poſſeſſion of the hall, and enact- 
their ſhort but comprehenſive code of legiſlation, ſeveral 
zembers of the mountain party not only retained their ſeats, 
ut joined in the work. Four were appointed to the com- 
ion, which was deſigned to ſupercede the executive admi- 


ded 5 AS N 
1 paſled, | 


1e TCins1 
tired, 
ce, and 
irſt avom 


Peet ration, and who accepted the truſt. Theſe circumſtances, 

: ew ith many others which occurred, created a belief that the 

wo SWorcment was in harmony with that party. It was therefore 
3 bt 


pncluded, that more deciſive meaſures ought to be taken 


of the th thoſe members, and with the party generally, than had 


1 . heretofore adopted; and in conſequence, about thirty of 
c * 2 em were arreſted on that and the ſucceeding days, within 
* = courſe of a week, and who are to be tried according to a 


te decree, in common with others charged with offences, 


> had u to be committed in the courſe of the commotion, —by a 


Lurtatelyh litary commiſſion appointed at the time, and inveſted with 
. * power for that purpoſe. 5 1 

l "Th lis to be obſerved, that the character of this movement 
| | 14 ps deciſively anti- monarchical. Its ſucceſs, if it had ſucceed- 
1 , would have revived the reign of terror, and moſt probably 


ried all the ariſtocrats, with the leading members of the 
epon derat ing party, to the ſcaffold. Bread and the Conſti- 
7 793, were written upon the hats of many of the 
u: pi ergents; and whilſt the hall and its vicinity reſounded in 
"or of the patriots, meaning Barrere, &c. the feeble voice of 
e ariſtocrat only was heard in favor of the conſtitution of 
8g. Indeed the ariſtocrats, who had before the 12th Ger- 
nal contributed much to foment the diſcontents which 
xe out on that day, in the hope that if a commotion took 
ace and the Convention was overthrown, the ſtandard of 
falty would be erected, and the monarchy re-eſtabliſhed, — 
1 who were in the interval, from the dubious character of 
at movement, which was cruſhed before it had fully un{cld- 
ſelf, of neither ſide, for nor againſt the Convention, - were 


without 
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ZE * lerved in the commencement of this, to remain in the ſame 
illes an e of inactivity, greatly agitated, but taking no part. As 
ng bay on, however, as the object of this latter movement was un- 
public | ſtood, and it became obvious, that in caſe it ſucceeded, ter- 
P 1-8 him, and not royalty, would be re- eſtabliſhed, the diſpoſi- 


1 of this party towards the Convention changed. It no lon- 
ſhewed an indifference to its welfare; on the contrary, it 
a his own fame active in its ſupport. But in truth, the force of this 
ufted. 


party in this city, and eſpecially upon the late emergencis 


is believed by many, the concluſion muſt be 
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did not appear great. The molt gallant of its members ay 
either upon the frontiers, at war againſt the republic, or ha 
fallen already in the cauſe of royalty. Theſe, too, confiſt; 
thoſe who were of ſuſhicient age to take their part in the con 
mencement; for the young men of Paris, who are deſcen 
ed from it, or from others of the more wealthy inhabitants 
the city, and who have attained their maturity during the 
volution, or are now growing up, have imbibed the fjij 
which it was natural to expect ſuch ſplendid examples of 
triotiſm would create upon young and generous minds, y 
are in general on the fide of the revolution. ; 
That there ſhouid be a party of any force within the rep 
lic, or rather of ſuſſicient force to diſturb the government] 
the manner you have ſeen, diſpoſed to ſubvert the preſenth 
tem, and eſtabliſh that of terror, muſt excite your ſurpii 
You will naturally be inclined to aſk of what character oft 
tizens is it compoſed; what their numbers and ultimate vi 
ſince it is to be preſumed that a ſyſtem of terror, as a pt 
nent ſyſtem of government, cannot be wiſhed by any one?! 
have ſeen that the movements in queſtion proceeded pri 
pally from the two faubourgs of St. Antoine and St. N 
ceau; the enquiry, therefore, will be ſatisfied by expoſinpt 
character of thoſe two ſections. In general, I am told, 
are artiſans, and among the moſt induſtrious in Paris. Me 
of them are ſaid to be foreigners, Germans, and which 
plains the motive of their partiality for the conſtitution 
1793, which naturalizes them. That they are oppoſed to1 
narchy is certain, for ſuch has been their character ſrom 
epoch of the deſtruction of the Baſtille, in which they hu 
principal hand, to the preſent time. Indeed, upon this pol 
the late movements ſpeak with peculiar force; for if th 
movements were ſpontaneous, and commenced by the ped 
themſelves, it follows, as they cannot be ſuſpected of 1 
deep political fineſſe, and of aiming at royalty through 
medium of terroriſm, that the latter, and not the former, 
the object. And if they were ſet on by foreign influence 
5 for 
royalty is unqueſtionably tte object of thoſe perſons who 
ſuſpected of ſuch interference, it is to be preſumed, that 
practicable, they would have taken a more dire& cout 
promote it, by air immediate declaration in its favor, f 
thereby they would rally under its ſtandard all thoſe who ut 
the friends of that ſyſtem : Whereas, by declaring for 
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iſm, the oppoſite eſſect was produced; for the royaliſts them- 
ſelves were thereby driven into the expedient of uſing their ut- 
moſt endeavours to ſave the Convention, as the only means 
whereby they could ſave themſelves. In every view, there- 
fore, they muſt be deemed enemies to royalty, and as fuch it 
is natural to expect they will feel a great ſenſibility upon all 
thoſe queſtions, which, in their judgment, have a tendency to 
promote it. Whether any fuch have been agitated or contemp- 
lated is, perhaps, doubtful: I have thought otherwiſe, and ſtill 
think ſo. But, that many circumſtances have preſented them- 
ſelves, in the courſe of the colliſion of parties, that were ſuſt:- 
cient to create a ſuſpicion with perſons of that portion of diſ- 
cernment, which laborious artizans uſually poſſeſs, that the 
leading members of the preponderating party were prepared to 
abandon the republican ſcale, and incline towards monarchy, 
is certain, The inhabitants of theſe faubourgs having ſided 
always with the mountain party have, of was brought up- 
on themſelves the particular enmity of the royaliſts. They 
have, therefore, or rather their leaders have been, in their 
turn, perſecuted by the royaliſts. But they have likewiſe 
thought themſelves perſecuted by the preſent prepondera- 
ting 0 0 with whom they were engaged in uninterrupted 
warfare, before and ſince the time of Robeſpierre. In this 
reſpect, therefore, they ſaw the preſent preponderating par- 
ty and the royaliſts acting apparently in harmony together, and 
concluded that the former were likewiſe royaliſts. They 
have likewiſe ſeen, under the adminiſtration of this party, the 
royaliſts enlarged from priſon, and other meafures ot that 
kind adopted, which have probably fortified them in this be- 
lief. A report, too, which has been circulated through the 
city, that, under the name of organic laws, it is contemplated 
bythe committee of eleven, to introduce ſomeimportant changes 
in the conſtitution of 1793, has, no doubt, tended in a great 
meaſure to increaſe their diſquietude. . In an attempt to ex- 
_y the cauſe of theſe movements, the above circumſtances 
ave appeared to me to merit attention, and, with that view, 
I have preſented them. 7 | 
But that there was no real harmony of political views be- 
tween the preſent preponcerating party and the royaliſts, even 
with reſpect to the terroriſts, is a fact of which I have no doubt. 
The reign of terror continued until it could laſt no longer: It 
was neceſſary to ſuppreſs it, and it was ſuppreſſed. That the 
royaliſts wiſhed this event, and gave it all the aid they could, 
is certain; but that their efforts were of any ſervice in that re- 
ſpect is doubtful: Indeed, I was perſuaded that for ſome time 


, 


t 194 1 
they produced an oppoſite effect, and for reaſons that are ob- 
vious : For as the preponderating party ſought the eſtabliſh. 


ment of the Republic, and knew that the mountain pa 


had the ſame object in view, it was reaſonable to expect, that 
aſter the former had gained the aſcendency it would be dif- 
poſed to exerciſe towards the latter ſome degree of modera- 
tion and humanity ; and equally ſo to preſume, that the ſame 
ſpirit of magnanimity which inculcated this diſpoſition to- 
wards its antagoniſt, and chiefly from a reſpect for its politi- 
cal principles, would diſpoſe it to reject with diſdain the aid 
of the royaliſts who were enemies to both. This ſentiment 
is to be traced through all the meaſures of the convention, 
from the gth Thermidor to the 1ſt Prairial; for we behold, 
through that interval, the preponderating party reſcuing from 
the guillotine and priſon, the royaliſts, whilſt they reprobat- 
ed their principles; and terminating in other reſpects the 
reign of terror; whilſt they avoided, as far as poſſible, the 
puniſhment of thoſe who had been the principal authors and 
agents under that reign. Indeed this party has appeared to 
me to be, and ſo I have often repreſented it to you, as equally 
the enemy of the oppoſite extremes of royalty and anarchy; 


as reſting upon the intereſt and the wiſhes of the great mals 
of the French people, and who I have concluded, and from 
thoſe data the revolution itſelf has furniſhed, as well as from 


my own obſervations ſince my arrival (the latter of which, it 


15 true, has been confined to a ſmall _ are deſirous of a 


free republican government; one which 


ould be ſo orga- 


| nized as to guard them againſt the pernicious conſequences 


that always attend a 
tremes. | 


degeneracy into either of theſe ex- 


You will likewiſe aſk.; what effect have theſe movements 
had upon the public mind, in regard to the preſent ſyſtem ! 
Is it not probable they have already wearied the people out, 
and in conſequence inclined them to royalty merely from a 
deſire of repoſe ? That they are all wearied is moſt certain, 
and what may be the courſe of events, in the progreſs of 
time, I do not pretend to determine : 'Theſe lie beyond my 
reach, and indeed beyond the reach of all men. I only 
undertake to deduce immediate conſequences from the facts 
which I witneſs; and when I ſee that theſe movements have 
produced upon the royaliſts themſelves the oppoſite effect, 
and forced them, at leaſt for the. preſent, to renounce thei 
creed and cling to the convention for their ſafety, I cannot 
preſume that the moderatiſts, who are republicans, will quit 
the ſafe ground on which they reſt, their own ground too, and 
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become royaliſts. Royalty, therefore, I conſider at preſent 
as altogether out of the queſtion. Lut that theſe convulſive 
ſhocks, and which proceed from the oppoſite extreme, may 
produce ſome effect, is probable. In my opinion they will 
produce a e one; for I am perſuaded they will occaſion, 
and upon the report of the committee of eleven, ſome very 
important changes in the conſtitution of 1793 ſuch as a di- 
viſion of the legiſlature into two branches, with an orga- 
nization of the executive and judiciary upon more indepen- 
dent principles than that conſtitution admits of : Upon thoſe 
principles indeed which exiſt in the American conſtitutions, 
and are well underſtood there. Should this be the caſe, the 
republican ſyſtem will have a fair experiment here; and that 
it may be the caſe, muſt be the with of all thoſe who are the 
friends of humanity every where. | 

On the day that this late commotion commenced, Mr. 
Pinckney arrived here on his way to Madrid, and was a ſpec- 
tator of the great ſcene it exhibited to the cloſe : A few days 
after which he purſued his route, by the way of Bourdeaux, 
where before this he is probably arrived. Whilſt here, I 
preſented to his view what had paſſed between this govern- 
ment and myſelf, upon the ſubject of his miſſion, aſſuring 
him from what I had heard and ſeen, that I was of opinion, 
in caſe he would explain himſelf to the committee on that ſub- 
ject, and expreſs a wilt, —they would give what aid they con- 
veniently could, in ſupport of his negociation; ſatisfying them, 
at the ſame time, that they were not injured by Mr. Jay's 
treaty, they would do it. I likewiſe ſhewed him a letter I 
had juſt received from Mr, Short, written at the inſtance of 
the Duke de la Alcudia; to requeſt that I would promote, by 
certain communications to this government, a negociation be- 
tween Spain and this Republic; he having previouſly and po- 
btively informed Mr. Short, that our demands ſhould be yield- 
ed and adjuſted at the ſame time. Mr. Pinckney was ſenſible of 
the benefit which the aid of this Republic could yield in his 
negociation, and wiſhed it; but, upon mature conſideration, 


was of opinion he could not requeſt ſuch aid without having 


previouſly expoſed to its view Mr. Jay's treaty, and which he 
did not chuſe to do, for conſiderations delicacy zorbade me to 
enquire into. It was, however, equally his and my wiſh, that 
his journey through the country ſhould be marked with all 
thoſe circumſtances of reciprocal civility between the govern- 
ment and himſelf, which are always due, and generally paid, 
when the miniſter of a friendly power paſſes through the ter- 
ntory of another; and in conſequence I announced his 
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arrival to the committee, and obtained for him an amicable 
interview with the members of its diplomatic ſection, and 
by whom be was received with the moſt reſpectful attention, 
Jou have already ſeen that England and Spain are each, and 
without the knowledge of the ether, ſeeking a ſeparate peace 
with this republic. What the motive for ſuch ſecrecy on the 
part of the former is remains to be hereafter unfolded : But 
what it is on the part of the latter is caſily underſtood ; for, 
as ſhe apprehends, in caſe a peace is made with France, a de- 
claration of war from England, and, of courſe, in Caſe the 
attempt to obtain a peace is known, ſome new preſſure from 
that power,—it follows, that ſhe muſt with the arrangement 
to be complete, to. guard her againſt the ill conſequences 
which might otherwiſe attend ſuch an event, before any thing 
upon that head tranſpires. As ſoon, however, as it is known 
to Spain, that England ſeeks a ſeparate peace, her jealouſy of 
the views of England will be increaſed ; as, likewiſe, will be 
the motive for an immediate accommodation with this Re- 
public. The period, therefore, when a good underſtanding, 
embracing, perhaps, the ancient connection between the two 
nations, will be revived cannot be confidered as remote. 
Whether our claims upon Spain will be attended to, under 
exiſting circumſtances, in that adjuſtment, is a point upon 
which it is impoſſible for me to determine: for, as I was net 
poſſeſſed of Mr. Jay's treaty, and could give no other anforma- 
tion on that head, than J had before given, I have latterly for- 
borne all further communication with the committee upon that 
ſubject. Mr. Pinckney will be able, ſoon after his arrival at 
Madrid, to aſcertain the temper of the Spaniſh court in regard 
to our demands, and the means by which his negociation may 
be forwarded; and, as he likewiſe knows the ſtate of thungs 
here, he will be able alſo to point out the line in which, if 
in any, I may be ſerviceable ; and, in the interim, I ſhall not 
only be prepared to co-operate with him in whatever move- 
ment he may ſuggeſt ; but to obey, with promptitude, any in- 
ſtructions you may be pleaſed to give me in this, or any other, 

reſpect. 5 | 
Since my laſt, the treaty with the United Provinces has 
been concluded and ratified, and the garriſon of Luxemburg, 


conſiſting of 12,008 men, with an immenſe amourtt in mult | 


tary itores, cannon, & c. has ſurrendered. The achievement 
of this poſt, onecof the ſtrongeſt in Europe, has opened the 
campaign on the part of France with great brilliancy: As it 
was taken, too, after a long ſiege, and when all poſſible efforts 
to raiſc it had proved abortive, it not only demonſtrates the 


Br; 
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ſuperiority of the French arms in the preſent ſtage of the war 


but furniſhes ſatisfactory ground whereon to calculate, accords 
ing to the ordinary courle of events, its ultimate iſſue. 

You will, perhaps, have heard before” this, that the Britiſh 
have recommenced the ſeizure of our veſſels laden with pro- 
vilons, deſtined for the ports of this republic. An American, 
juſt from Hamburg, charged with other articles, informed me 
the other day, that he was boarded on his way by two fri- 

tes, whoſe officers informed him, they were ordered to take 
in all veſſels thus laden. . 

Within a few days paſt, the ſon of the late king departerl 
this life. A minute report will be publiſhed by the govern- 
ment of his decline, having lingered for ſome time patt, and 
of the care that was taken to preſerve him. They ate aware 
of the criticiſms to which this event may expoſe them, and ſuf- 
fer, on that account, an additional mortification. His con- 
ceſſion to Spain, as was contemplated, made his life, with the 
government, an object of intereſt ; ſince it would have for- 
warded, in ſome reſpects, its views. in the depending negocia» | 
tion. 

[ have juſt been honored with yours of April 4th, and ſhall 


pay due attention to its contents. 


P. S. I am ſorry to inform you of the death of Mr. Cofs 
fyn, conſul for the port of Dunkirk. His loſs is to be regret- 
ted, as he was able, diligent and faithful in the diſcharge of 
the duties of his office: His ſon is very deſirous, of ſucceeding 
him, and certainly if any one, not an American, 1s appointed, 
it will be impoſſible to find for it a more ſuitable perſon. In 
my opinion, however, Americans only ſhould be appointed. 
In any event, I think the merits of the father, who was diſtin- 
guiſhed for his ſervices and attachment to our country, entitle 
his memory to ſome attention, and doubt not your letter of 
acknowledgment, addreſſed to his ſon on that head, through 
me, will be gratefully received. 
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C No. XVII. 7 
From Mr. Monroe, To THE SECRETARY or STATE. 
Paris, June 26th, 1795. 
SIR, h | 
SINCE my laſt, it is reduced to a certainty, that the 


Britiſh government has revived its order of the 6h November; 
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1793, and commenced, on this ſide the Atlantic, the ſame 
ſyſtem of warfare and pillage upon our commerce, that wag 
practiſed on it by that government, at that very calamitous e- 
ra. Between thirty and forty ſail deſtined for the ports of this 
Republic, charged with proviſions, have been already taken 
from their deſtination, and carricd into thoſe of that iſland; 
and, as the period has arrived, when the invitation which the 
diitrefles of this country gave to our merchants here and at 
home, to embark their fortunes in this ſupply, is likely to pro- 
duce its effect, it is more than probable that other veſſels, and 
to a great amount, will ſhare the like fate. Among thoſe of 
our merchants who are here, this meaſure has created a kind of 
panic; for they think they ſee in its conſequences little leſs than 
the ruin of their trade; and under which impreſſion many are 
about to abandon it for the preſent, and ſend their vellely 
home in ballaſt. | 

What effect this meaſure will produce upon this govern» 
ment, under exiſting circumſtances, I cannot pretend to de- 
termine. Formerly it adopted the ſame meaſure, for the pus 
poſe of counteracting its enemy; but the impolicy of that pro- 


_ cedure was afterwards diſcuſſed and demonſtrated, and the 


meaſure itſelf, in conſequence,” abandoned. At preſent, the 
diitreſs of the country is great, and the government will, no 
doubt, be mortified to find, that, whilſt our flag gives n pro. 
tection to izs goods, nor even to cur goods, deſtined fbr the 
ports of this Republic, the whole of which become the ſpol 
of its enemy; that it does protect not only cur goods deſtined 
for the Engliſh ports, but tikewiſe Britiſh goods deſtined e- 
qually far thoſe, and the ports of other countries. The mes 
ſure has obviouſly excited a kind of ferment in their councils; 
but which, I preſume, will be directed againſt their enemies 
only. Be aſſured I ſhall do every thing in my power to giwelt 
that direction, and to enforce thoſe arguments which were 
uſed upon the former occaſion : But, ſhould they fail in pro- 
ducing the deſired effect, and a leſs amicable policy be adopt- 
ed, which, however, I think will not be the caſe, I ſhall deem 
it my duty immediately to adviſe you of it, by a veſſel (in cal 
none other offers) to be deſpatched for the purpoſe. 

It will obviouſly attract your attention, that this ngeaſure wa 
ſo timed by the Britiſh cabinet, that it might have no influence 
in the deciſion of the ſenate upon the treaty of Mr. Jay; nos 
can the motive for ſuch an accommodation be leſs doubtful; 
for, in cafe it be rejected, they will deem the ſtroke a luck 
one; ſince thereby, they will ſay, they had fortunately gained 
fo much time; and if it be adopted, they will probably pre- 
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e ſame | 
at was ſume, that ſo much time will be conſumed in convening the 
tous e: Congrels, ſhould that meaſure be deemed expedient, that the 
of this ourſe of events here may render it impoſſible for our efforts 
7 taken to produce a favourable effect; and which conſideration, they 
iſland: will Iikewiſe infer, will be an argument againſt convening the 
ich the Congrels. This kind of policy, however, ſhews not only the 
and at MI proſligacy, but the deſperation of the government, and will 
to pro- probably precipitate the eriſis, which, notwithſtanding all its 
els, and follies and enormities, might yet have been poſtponed for ſome 
hols time to come. I think the meafure will give new vigor to 
kinds the French councils, and will probably bring immediatcly up- 
Th on its authors, Denmark and Sweden: Upon this latter point, 
any are however, I am authoriſed to ſay nothing; for, as I was not 
T veſſch WH inilructed to confer with the repreſentatives of thoſe powers 
here, I have carefully avoided ſeveral conferences, that were 
overt: ſought of me by Baron Stael from Sweden, ſoon after his arri- 
3 to val; becauſe I knew nothing could reſult from them, and 
the pur ll '® teartul, as 1 preſumed the reſult would be known to 
hat pro the committee, it might produce an ill effect there. 
W Your meaſures will, no doubt, be greatly influenced by the 
ent, the probability of the early termination or continuation of the 
will, w var with this Republic, and upon which ſome information 
nb pro will of courſe be expected from me. You will, however, 
| {br the perceive the diſadvantage under which I muſt give any opi- 
the ſpol mon upon that point, and eſtimate it accordingly ; for as I am 
deſtined WM authoriſed to ſay nothing to this government of what you 
ned © will probably do, in caſe the war continues (for the revival of 
$1. the order of the 6th November could not be foreſeen) you will 
anne of courfe conclude it is impoſſible for me to ſound it upon 
ME that topic. Indeed I was fearful that, by my communications 
to giveit upon a former occaſion, flight and informal as they were, 1 
ch were might embarraſs you, and was therefore extremely uneaſy 
1 in pro X that account, after J heard of Mr. Jay's treaty, and until I 
e adopt A; a conference with the committee on the ſubject. My 
all deem WF \*61 ent muſt, therefore, be formed upon general and ex- 
1 (incaſ ternal circumſtances, and by which I perceive no proſpect of 


an early accommodation of the war between France and Eng- 
and, On the contrary, the preparations on both ſides ſeem 
to go on with all poſſible activity, for its continuance. The 
cet of England is faid to be raiſed to a height beyond what 
it ever attained before, and efforts are ſtill making to keep it 


ure was 
influence 
ſay 3 not 


oubtful; 


a luck) there, if not to encreaſe it : And France is exerting her ut- 
ly gained mult endeavours to increaſe hers, and which are the more 
ably pre neceſſary, in conſequence of the improvident cxcurſions of 


the laſt winter, by which it was greatly injure pithe At'an- 
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temper of thoſe on the other fide of the channel. 


to be wantonly thrown away. But whether ſufficient ſacr- 


[ 180 J 


tic, as well as the Mediterranean ſeas. ?Tis expected, that 


by a continuance of thoſe endeavors, the Breſt fleet will be 
ready to take the fea by the fall: The Mediterranean one, is 
faid now to be ar ſea, and in good order. It is likewiſe expected 
that the Dutch fleet, at leaſt to the amount ſtipulated, will be in 
readineſs in time to co-operate with that from Breſt ; for great 
efforts were latterly made, and are {till making, by that govern. 
ment, to equip it. Add to theſe the fact (and I am affuredhy 
unqueſtionable authority that it is one) that the overtureg 
made by Sir Frederic Eden were repulſed, and in a manner 
which immediately cloſed, under the powers poſſeſſed by the 
parties reſpectively, all further conference on the fſubjeR. 
From conſideration, therefore, of theſe circumſtances, [ am 
ed to conclude that the war between theſe powers will be con. 
tinued for ſome time to come, and molt probably until ſome 
change, by battle or otherwiſe, is wrought in the fortunes of 
one or both, ſo as to diſpoſe them for peace. : 
If Denmark and Sweden, and eſpecially if they are joined | 
by Spain, unite with France and Holland, they will probably WW" 
have the preponderance and muſt bear hard upon England 
In any event, the enormous expenſe to which the is unprofs 
tably expoſed, if continued for any time, muſt not only er. 
hauſt her reſources, but excite great difcontents among the 
people. They have been allayed latterly, by the aſſurances ul 
the miniſter, that the people of France would be ſtarved, and 
that the governnMat mult in conſequence accommodate, and 
which were countenanced by the movements which took 
place here ſome time after thoſe aſſurances were given. . But 
when it is ſcen that the criſis is paſſed, and that the people 
after bearing unexampled diſtreſs, and upon the whole with 
unexampled patience, are quiet and in the poſſeſſion of the 
fruits of a plentiful harveſt, as promiſes ſoon to be the caſe 
it is doubtful whether a change will not ſoon take place in the 


What part it becomes our country to take at this criſis, be- 
longs not to me to ſay. Peace is a bleſſing which ought not 


fices have not been already made to preſerve it, and the tim 


arrived, when the duty we owe to ourſelves, and the reſpec f ., 
which is due to the opinion of the world, admoniſh us that to t 
the inſults and injuries of Britain are to be no longer borne RM 
and that we ought to ſeek redreſs by again appealing to arms 57 
and putting the iſſue of our cauſe upon the event of war, of 
a point which will no doubt be wiſely decided by thoſe who 
have a right to decide it. Permit me, however, to expre63 
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wiſh, that in caſe any active meaſure is taken, or likely to be 
taken, in conſequence of theſe aggreſſions, that you will imme- 

diately appriſe me of it; that I may, without delay, begin to 
make a correſpondent impreſſion upon the councils of this 
overnment. 

[ omitted in my laſt to tranſmit to you a copy of the letter 
from Mr. Short, which I mentioned was ſhewn to Mr. Pinck- 
ney; and which, as it demonſtrates how completely we may 
command ſucceſs in our demands upon Spain, provided France 
aids us in that reſpect, ought not to be withheld, and eſpecially 
in the preſent ſtate of our affairs. 
with greater pleaſure; becauſe at the ſame time that it furnithes 
document of importance for you to poſſeſs, it will reflect 
honor on Mr. Short, upon account of the able and compre- 
tenſive view he has taken of the ſubject. | 

[ have the pleaſure to inform you, that the committee of 
leren have at length reported a plan of government, of which 
| herewith incloſe you a copy. The diſcuſſion upon the me- 
tits will commence in a few days, and as ſoon as the queſtion 
v finally decided I will tranſmit to you the reſult. 


From Mr. Short, ts Mr. Monroe. 


Aranjuez, May ath, 1795. 
DEAR SIR, A 


I syouLD have waited for your anſwer to my late let- 
ters, and particularly that of the 11th of April, before writing 
to you again, if it had not been for the particular circumitance 


which makes the ſubject of this. I have already mentioned 


ahcation with the French commonwealth, and allo my per- 
ſuaſion that ſome kind of negociation, although perhaps an 
unofficial one, was on foot. I am confirmed in that opinion, 
and you may conſider as certain, that overtures have, paſied 
between one of the perſons here to whom you ſent me a let- 
ter incloſed in yours of the 6th of February laſt, and the per- 
{on by whom thoſe letters were written. I have good reaſon 
to believe that this buſineſs has met with ſome kind of delay as 
to the articles of pacification,—or at leaſt, that it is conceived 
here there would be ſome delay when theſe articles{houldcome 
o be diſcuſſed. —You will readily conceive from the ſituation 
of this country in reſpect to England, that they would be 
«raid to eter openly on negogiation without being previouls 


I make the communication 


to you the deſire of this government to open the way to a pa- 
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[ 
ly ſure of its ſucceſs, leſt they ſhould find themſelves between 
two fires. The apprchenſion of England has certainly u. 
tained them lately, and not any averſion to peace with the 
French commouwealth z which, on the contrary, they defire q 
molt ſincerely and aidenily. Under theſe circumſtances the 
iniengly interference of the United States has been withedfar 
by this government. I have already explained to you the d 
j.ultics which preſented themſelves to me, from the points i 
litigation between the United States and this country having N 


i. 
1 


not been yet ſettled, and from the circumſtances of Mr, 
Finckney's appointment for that purpoſe rendering it necek 
ſary that they ſhould be delayed for his arrival here. Althof 
I have the fulleſt aſſurances from this government, that al 
matters {hall be ſettled to the ſatisfaction of the United States; 
and although preſent circumſtances inſure whatever te 
United Gtates may now deſire here; yct under my circum: 
ttances I ſhould have choſen not taking an active interferencz 
until 1 ſhould have conferred with Mr. Pinckney, and 
with this government: For a long time I had no doubt M. 
Pinckney would have been here long ere this. 1 ſuppoſe h 
muſt be, at preſent, ſomewhere in France on his way hither. 
but I have received no letter from him ſince that of the M. 
or March. Things would have probably gone on in this wa 
until. his arrival, viz. this government contenting themſehe 


with the pourparters on foot between the two perſons met A 
tioned above, and perhaps alſo between the generals of wy 
two armics, if nothing had occurred to make them more anxiow n 
to accelerate the buſineſs. But this has taken place in cone, 
quence of the treaty concluded between the French c 
nonwealth and the king of Pruſſia. gy © 

The duke de la Alcudia has now mentioned to me Whit 
defire that no further time ſhould be loſt, and that an aft 4 
negociation ſhould be immediately opened ; declaring to . 
confidentially and authorizing me to mention to you, his real = 
and fincere wiſh to conclude immediately a treaty with 008 


French commonwealth ; defiring, however, that it may be by 
fo conducted, that there ſhouid be no ſuſpicion of it on tt 
part of England, or the I-aft pothble ground Tor ſuſpicion £ 
until the concluſion and ratification of the treaty. - He hay 
therefore, requeſted me to communicate this to the Minill - 
of the United States at Paris, and to add his deſire to recen. 
herc, for the purpoſe of concluding ſuch a treaty, any perioniy ., 
whom the French government might ſend for that purpoſe nd; 
and remain here in a'ſecret way, until tHe buſineſs ſhould be 
concluded and ratified. The defire of ſecrecy as you wil o 


1 


ſerre, proceeds from the apprshenſion of England. —This he 


ety wiſhes you to propoſe to the French covernment, if you find 

un [ 0 it will be acceptable to them. I The is the nature of his re- 

o 4 * qu: -{t to me, and which I have not thought it proper, ſor ſever: 
efire 


-aſons, to decline. Several of theſz reaſons will naturally pre- 
ſn: themſelves to you. 

Having thus ſtated the requeſt of the duke in the ſimpleſt 
ſorm, it is for you to decide e what you may think ad- 
fable to do; and in which you will, of courſe, be guided F 
chat you conceive to be for the b of the U. en State 

ad conformable to the wiſhes of the government where — 
be; whoſe intereſts are co-incident with thoſe of tze 


nccs the 
1{hed for 
the dif. 
points in 
y having 
of 15 


it nece{ | 


rb, nited States. 

1 St * It ma y not be impro oper to ſubjoin here ſome incidental re- 
ates; 

** 05 nrks Which took place between the miniſter here and myſelf, 

ever the 


n the above occaſion. In ſtating to me his with that this bu- 


circum- 
nels ſhould be concluded as ſoon as poſlible, he obſerved, 


_ hat if he had a perſon of confidence at Paris, he would give 
7 _ im the conditions on which the king wiſhed this treaty to be 
ns. , rounaed3—but that he had no ſuch perſon there, and that it 

hither would be impoſſible for him to ſend one without its bei ing 


und out here or at Paris, by England. On my mention 
he probability of the ſame diſcovery being made, if the Freucli 
vernment ſhould fend a pevion here, he ſaid there would 
e much leſs difficulty, if that perſon were charged not to dit- 


ver himſelf, —or to paſs for an American; and that the 


the 6 
this wa 
hemſehe 
ons men 


3 ammunications between him and the miniſtry lere might 
in conſs ks through my "32% ſo as to remove all ſuſpicion of his de- 
ich ca g a perſon charged with a negociation. 

Should you think it proper to communicate this deſire of the 
1 _ 1 te de la Alcudia to the French government, you will ob- 
Fan aclin e that nothing in writing has paſſed between us, and thut 
ing to mt 15 requeſt to me 18 made only verbally. Altliough ] * 4 
1 his red the ſmalleſt doubt myſelf of the full and unequivocal in- 


fy with which he as thus opened himſelf to me: vet! 


with the 
10 ould not chuſe to induce the French government to adont t] theo 
it may ea 
f it on th uure propoſed, without, at the ſame time, ſtating that th- 
Foun i; 
Tulpicion d 1s as yet merely verbal.—If, however, the Republie 


He ha Villing, as I have no doubt, to enter into ne gociation ſor 
e Miniſter , and {hould chute to have 1. LOInRe writt en ground, 1 [14 Yo 
= UI probable the miniſter would not re fuſe to commun 


to receneſg. 

ny perſot e to me in conſidence, in writing, his defire above ment“ 

+ purpose Med ; if he ſhould be afſured of i in being complied with bv 
one f nding an agent here as ſtated already. From the ſootin:* 


ou will cb Which you ſtand, of courſe, with the French goverumeat, 
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you will be able to judge what is the mode that would he moſt 
agreeable to them in the conducting a negociation with this 
country, if they do not approve that ſuggeſted by the duke; 
and if they think it proper to communicate it to me, I willaf. 
ertain here the ſentiments of the miniiter reſpecting the mode 
that ſhall be propoſed. 

So much for the mode of the negociation.— It may not he 
improper to add ſomething reſpecting the ſubſtance of it. 
would ſeem natural that the duke ſhould have given me ſome 
intimation of the conditions on which he wiſhed the peace 
be ſetiled with the Republic; but I did not chuſe to pref 
on this head, becauſe it did not ſeem to be the prope 
time to be aſking for particulars, and alſo becauſe, as he 
knows my attachment to France in common with that of even 
other American, he might chuſe not to put me further in pak 
tethon of his ſentiments than might be abſolutely necellary.= 
From our converſation, however, as well on this, as on pts 
ceding occaſtons, I find his deſire would be to avoid, if pol 
ble, contracting any article which might force this countryin 
to an immediate war with England. He is determined to nl 
that event, however, if the ſimple deviation from the come 
tion of May 25, 1793, and the treating. ſeparately for pead 
with France, ſhould render it inevitable. He flatters himſel 
however, that Spain's making a ſeparate peace would not 
duce England to declare war againſt her under preſent ay 
cumſtances. He would defire, therefore, to conclude a pes 
as ſimple as poſſible. He would chuſe to avaid guaranty 
to France the iſland of Corſica, and ſuch parts of the Eaſt a 
Wieſt Indies as England has taken during this war; becaul 
he conceives that would neceſſitate an immediate war wit 
England: But the deſire of this country is, that France ſhoul 
reconquer thoſe places, as it is the real intereſt of Spain ti 
they thould belong to France rather than to England. } 
mention theſe things, merely as the firſt deſire of the mi 
ſter. How far he might be induced to deviate therefrom, ld 
the object of a paciſication with the French Republic, W 
appear in the courſe of the negociation, if it ſhould be opene 
"Phe greateſt difficulty will be as to the parts of Spain cdl 
quered by France; and I apprehend, as I have mentioned! 
bove, that ſome diſſiculty has already ſhewn itſelf, as probadl 
as to the place of Figueras. It is the buſineſs of negociatid 
of courle, to remove difficulties. : 

Should the French government chuſe to have ſomethill 
more certain fixed before ſending an agent here, and will i 
form you how far they wiſh previouſly to be made acqua 


L 


be moſt j with the outlines of the ſentiments of this court, it is pro- 

with this Nile the miniſter would communicate them. At the ſame. 

1 3 e he would probably expect an equal mark of confidence 
WII al- 


rough you and myſelf, of the ſentiments, on the fame head, 
the French government. yy, 

This letter will be forwarded by the miniſter through the 
tiers by a flag; you will therefore ſoon receive it. I will 
ink you immediately to acknowledge the receipt thereof, and 


the mode 


* not be 
pf it.—1 


me ſome et me know, as [oon as poſſible, whether you have judged 
Peace u proper to take any ſtep in conſequence thereof, and what 
to pre! have been the reſult thereof. Send your letters on this 
Ic Propeect by the ſame way by which ybu ſent that of the 6th of 
ſe, as he bruary, the laſt I have received from you. I have as yet no 
t of eren ver from the Preſident, as to the abſence from hence which 


CT in pok 
ceſlary,- 
18 on pts 
d, if poll 
ountry it 


1ed toil 


ave aſked. I hope ere long to have the pleaſure of renew- 


r friend and ſervant, 


forge tmtiary of the United States of America. 
"oy Paris, 224 Prairial, 3d Year of the Republic. 


reſent a4 
de a peadt 
Uarantſuh 


June zoth, 1795.9 
$1R, 


e Eaſt an Taye commiſſion have had repeated opportunities of 
r; becauW; convinced, that American conſuls in France, and even 
> war wißt eimes their agents, grant paſſports or certificates, giving 
nce ſhoui qualification of citizen of the United States to the bearers 
Spain thaW'm, and by means of which theſe travel through France, 
ngland. eren go out into foreign -ountries, | 3 
* the min cannot help obſerving to you, that, according to our laws 
refrom, {ol the laws of nations, foreign miniiters having alone the 
zublic, io grant ſuch paſſports, and to atteſt the political exiſtence 
be openeaWp* individuals born in their reſpective countries, thoſe gle 
Spain col by the conſuls or their agents are totally uſeleſs ; ſince, 
entioned vel in the interior of the Republic, the paſſport of 
as probabf municipality of the place of landing is ſufficient, and that 


1egociationg'"'c thc the o 
ne miniſter of their nation. 

muſt add, that if the individual who wiſhes to leave the 

tory of the Republic has come in conſequence of ordina- 

ommereial tranſactions, he does not need a paſſport for 

5 & B b 4 a 4 ; - oP W 4 


- ſomethill 
and will in 
le acquam 


o you, in perſon, the aſſurances of my being ſincercly 


e Conmifſary of Foreign Relations, ta the M inifler Plenipe- 


aye the qi 4 the only admiſſible paſſport is that given - 
th | 
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that purpoſe; if, on the contrary, he has been brought in 
the ſhips of the Republic, having been found in an enemy 
ve{:l, in that caſe, his poſition, which is almoſt always dul 
ous, deſerves attention, and ought to be ſubmitted to the e 
amination and determination of the miniſter alone. 
Perſuaded, Sir, that you will find theſe obſervations juſ 
and that you will pleaſe to communicate them to the conſulzq 
your nation, recommending it to them to conform to them, 
is with the fulleſt confidenee that I ſubmit them to you. 


From Mr. Monroe, to the Commiſſary of Foreign Relations. 
Paris, June 19th, 1795 


You letter of the 22d Prairial communicates tot 
your obſervations relative to the paſſports and certificat 
granted by different conſuls of the United States, and tle 
agents in the ports of the Republic; and agreeable to ju 
deſire, I have informed them thereof in my circular letter} 
the 18th inſtant, of which I incloſe you a copy. I beg 
to be perſuaded, citizen, of my fincere defire to adopt all} 
meaſures as may be deemed neceſſary to the welfare of ti 
Republic; confident that in ſo doing, I ſhall always Hawe! 
#pprobation of the government of the United States. 


'$ 
Circular to the Conſuls of the United States in France. 
Paris, June 18th, 1795. 


ComMPLaixnT has been made to me by the com 
fary of foreign relations, that our conſuls, and in ſome a 
their agents, have granted paſſports and certificates, und 
the authority of which, the bearers are permitted to m 
through the interior of France, and likewiſe into foreign 
tries. He obſerves, that by the law of France, and of natid 
no perſon, other than the miniſter of a foreign power, Ii 
right to grant ſuch paſſports; and that it is likewiſe unn 
tary, ſince, for the interior paſſage, the paſſport of the mus 
pality of the port where ſuch perſons land is ſufficient, and 
the exterior, or to go without the Republic, that of thel 
niſter alone ought to be granted: For, if the party defiros 


4 RN * D . — 11 
withdrawing enters the ports of the Republic in the ond 


ry courſe o trade, none is neceſſary to enable him to M 
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ught in biſſſfcaw from it; and if he was brought in by the ſhips of the 
an enemy} Republic, taken on board thoſe of its enemies, then his caſe, 
ways dub chich is always doubtful, merits attention, and ſhoulſ be cx- 
to the e mined, and determined upon the evidence furniſhed by the 
. iniſter alone, who is more immediately reſponſible to the 


orernment in that reſpect. Theſe obſervations appear to 
ne to be juſt, and according to the law of nations: I have 
erefore thought it my duty to make known to you the de- 
re of this government upon that ſubject, and to requeſt 
our punctual obſervance of it. 

In thoſe caſt᷑s where our fellow-citizens are permitted to de- 
art from the Republic, by exiſting decrees, in the ordinary 
ourſe of trade as above-mentioned, but arc improperly im- 
ded by ſome circumſtance or other, you will of courſe ob- 
re, by application to the municipality, or other ſuitable 
uthority, that the beneſit of thoſe decrees be extended to 
dem; and in all thoſe cafes where my paſſports are neceſſary, 
d the parties are not able to attend here in perſon, you will 
pleaſed to repreſent to me their pretenſions, provided you 
Wink them well founded, with the evidence to ſupport thoſe 


ations Jul 
e conſulsq 
to them, 


o you. 


Relations, 


h, 179% 


cates to 

certificat 
3, and tit 
\ble to il 
lar letter 


I beg each applicant. In ſuch caſes it will not be neceſſary to 
lopt all (0 init copies of each certificate or other document laid be- 
fare of e you: It will be ſuthcient that you ſtate in a certificate, 
ays have der the ſeal of the conſulate, the purport of each item of 
tes. ſlimony 3 by whom furniſhed, and whether by Americans 

« WE iicigners © The former of which are always to be prefer- 
i; becauſe, as the citizens of the United States have an in- 
Fran. rſt in the character of their country, ſo it is to be preſum- 
1 they will always be on their guard not to injure that charac- 
h, 1795 by impoſing on its repreſentative here. 

In deſcribing the pretenſions of thoſe who aſk for paſſports, 
the com will be pleated to ſtate how they came into the Republic, 
in ſome ei d what their occupation is: You will like wiſe obferve that 
cates, u there are two deſcriptions of perſons whoſe claims are 
ted to u eemed inadmiſſible by the government here, ſo it will in ge- 
foreign curl be unneceſſary to bring them forward. The firſt of theſe 
1d of natio&ni!ts of thoſe, who having become citizens of ſome ſtate 
power, ue our revolution, have left us, and now. refide in the coun- 
wiſe unne e from whence they emigrated ; for ſuch perſons, being 
© the mul Kewiſe ſubjects of the power where they were born, ought 
cient, and ®* deemed here citizens of that country only, to which they 
at of the Ne given the preference by refidence. The ſecond conſiſts 


defirou thoſe who were refugees in the courſe of our revolution, and 
n the oui do having never returned, or acquired the right of citizenſhip 
him to ce, cannot be deemed citizens, whether born in America 
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may be deemed neceſſary, I will thank you to communicate v 


wiſh to leave it, need no paſſport for that purpol, 
you had added this reſtriction, —if they are not at a diſtant 


| F 188 J 
or elſewhere. In all doubtſul caſes, however, you wil 
pleaſedqo ſubmit the pretenſions of the parties to me, tha 
regarding. principles, I may pay all poſſible attention to then 
that circumſtances will admit of. 3 

Vour ordinary commercial concerns, in which my ſupp 


me as heretoſore, through Mr. Skipwith the conſul in this 

: For as he is charged with thoſe concerns, and obtains 
dreſs if poſſible, without my intervention, he is thereby a 
bled officially to report to me correctly thoſe eaſes in whi 
he cannot ſucceed, and of courſe, in which my interferen 
may be uſeful z which report forms generally the baſis of 
application. 


The Commiſſion of Foreign Affairs, to the Mini/ter Plenigg 
tiary of the United States of America. 3 
Peioris, 3d Meſſider, 3d Year of the Republic 
June 21fh, 17950 


TirzE commiſſion has received with your letter of | 
1ſt of this month, the copy of the circular you have bw 
pleaſed to addreſs to the conſuls of the United States ml 
ports of the Republic. I muſt beg you to accept my than 
for the attention you have paid to the obſervations which 
thought it my duty to preſent to you: The manner in wi 
you develop in that circular the principles concerning the} 
ſervation of good order, are a new -ecurity of your eue 
maintain it. I could only have wiſhed, that in eſtabliſhing} 
you do, that perſons arrived in the ports of the Republi 
the common . courſe of commercial tranſactions, and 


from the ports where they landed. 


From the Commiſſion of Foreign Affairs, to the Miniſter P 
nipotentiary of the United States of Ambrica. | 
Paris, 6th Meſſider, 3d Year of the "Republic. 
June 24th, 199%) 


Tat commiſſion knowing your readineſs to concut 
whatever tends to preſerve good order, propoſe to ou 
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confidence the meaſures which may contribute to that object. 
They beg you conſequently, to be ſo good as to communicate 
to them, each decade, a certified liſt of your fellow citizens ar- 
rived in Paris. It is important to the government to know 


the foreigners who reſide in this commune; and it muſt be ad- 
yantageous to themſelves, that their abode here be known. 


From the Miniſter Pleuipotentiary of the United States of Ame- 
rica, to the Commiſſary of Foreign Relations. | 


Paris, Fune 27th, 1795. 


|  BxixG extremely ſolicitous that the rights which my 
countrymen enjoy here ſhould be ſtrictly confined to them- 
ſelves alone, I ſhall be happy at all times to adopt ſuch mea- 
ſures as may be deemed neceſſary to make known to your go- 
vernment thoſe who are my countrymen. With this view 
therefore, I ſhall, with pleaſure, cauſe to be furniſhed you 
every decade the liſt of thoſe to whom paſſports or certificates 
are granted, according to your requeſt. In guarding the wel- 
fare of the Republic, I pray you to propoſe to me always, with 
freedom, thofe meaſures in which my co-operation may be 
uſeful; ſince you may always calculate upon my concurrence, 
in forwarding an object, which it is upon all occaſions my 
moſt earneſt with to forward. 


From the Commiſion of Foreign Relations, to the Minißer le- 
nipctentiary of the United States of American. 


Paris, 13th Maſidor, 3d Year of the Republic, 
( Fuly V, 1795.) 
S1R, 


Tut commiſſion has received your lettq; of the 9th 
inſtant; by which you inform them, that, adopting the 
meaſure they propoſed to you by theirs of the 6th, you are 
willing to tranſmit to them each decade the lit of your fellow 
citizens who may have obtained pafſports. They beg leave to 
obſerve to you, that by means of the certificate which they 
annex to the paſſports given by the foreign miniſters, they 
have full knowledge of thoſe delivered; but that the requeſt 
they have made you has for object to know the Americans 
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C190 J | 
atrived at Paris, and who cannot but preſent themſelves to 
you. They beg of you, therefore, to ſend them a liſt of 
theſe each decade. ; CE | 

The commiſſion has communicated to the committee of 
pubiie ſafety, the readineſs which you have ſhewn in what- 
ever tends to preſerve good order. The committee fully con- 
vinced of your active attention in this reſpect, has not doubt- 
ed but that you would favourably regard every means of con- 
curring in it. They conſequently direct the commiſſion, to 
invite you to communicate to them a liſt of all your fellow 
citizens now in Paris. The government being thus made ac- 
quainted with the Americans that are within this commune, 
and with thoſe who may arrive hereafter, will be better ens 
bled to ſecure to them efficaciouſly the protection which the 
American government extends to them. | 


From the Minifer Plenipotentiary of the United States of Ame 
rica, to the Commiſſury of Foreign Relations. 


Paris, Fuly 3d, 1795- 


I nave received yours of the 13th Meſſidor in anſwer 
to mine of the 27th of June, and to which I beg leave noy 
to reply. N | | | 

The note which I wrote to you ought to have comprized 
thoſe to whom certificates are granted, as well as paſſports; 
for to many certificates are granted merely to authorize a ieſ- 
dence in Paris, and its vitinity. 'This change will comprize 
all thoſe of whoſe arrival I have, or can have, any knowledge. 

It is true, that all the Americans who arrive in Paris ought 
to call immediately upon me and take the protection to which 
they are entitled from the miniſter of their country. But the 
fact is otherwiſe; for many never call until they are about to 
depart, ſome of whom have thus remained for five, fix and 
eight months. In the interim they are protected by the paſſ- 


ports they have from the municipalities in the ſea ports, and 


other authorities which they find adequate: For if they were 
not adequate, they would of courſe apply to me, for the 
protection they otherwiſe did not enjoy. You will readily 


perceive that it is my buſineſs only to give protection to m 


countrymen entitled to it; beyond which my authority cannot 
extend: That it is the buſineſs of the government to ſee that 
thoſe who are not poſſeſſed of that protection, ſhall not be 
deemed ſuch, and of courſe be treated accordingly. I ſug: 


* 
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Alves 0 geſt this idea for your conſideration, that weighing it you 
liſt of may ſhew what ſtep I ſhall take to avoid the inconvenience 
| eomplained of, if poſſible on my part; or propoſe to the 
ittee of committee ſuch meaſure as will remedy it on theirs. | 
hat- In caſe any new regulation is adopted, I Beg of you to ap- 
Uõy con- prize me of it, that I may give the neceſſary notice thereof to 
- doubt- my countrymen, that they may ſuſtain no injury from a mea- 
of con- ſure which is calculated to ſecure them the enjoyment of their 
hon, to juſt rights, by preventing others from impoſing themſelves 
fellow upon this government as their compatriots, to the injury of 
nade ac- France and the diſhonor of America. 
nmune, [ will ſee that the liſt of thoſe in Paris be made and fur- 
ter ena miſhed you as ſoon as poſſible. . . 
hich the | 


| From the Committee of Public Safety, to the M. ini ler Plenipetentiary 

of Ame of the United States of America. | 
Paris, 19th Meſſidor, 3d Year of the Republic. 

( Fuly 7th, 1795. 


1795. 
_ Tax committee of public ſafety requeſts the miniſ- 
ave ter plenipotentiary of the United States of America, to tranſ- 
mit to captain Michael Burke the encloſed letter. This teſti- 
mprized mony of their gratitude towards that brave captain is a very 
ports; agree able 2 to fulfill. 
It is by ſuch proofs of generoſity and courage that the A- 


ze a 1ch- 


merican and French nations ſhould cement the perfect uni- 


omprize . 
»wledge. en which ought ever to ſubſiſt between them. 
ht HH | 
o wh Gigned) 
But the CAMBACERES, Preſident, F. AU BRT, 
1 BOISSY, - - © - 3 OD 
the paſſ⸗ J. B. LOUVET, GAMON. 
Tts, and | 
1ey were | | 
for -= From the Miniſter Plenipotentiary of the United States of Ame. 
4 e - rica, to the Committee of Public Safety. 
nnot ; 
Rs; that | Paris, July 1oth, 1795. 
| not be I avs received with pleaſure the notice you have 


1 ſug- been pleaſed to take of the conduct of Captain Burke, an A- 
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f of his 


merican citizen, who has rendered an a table proof 
attachment to the French Republic. I will RA 
tranſmit him your letter acknowledging that ſervice ; 
doubt not he will deem the incident which furniſhed an ops 
portunity of rendering it, whereby hs has merited your ap- 
probation, the moſt fortunate one of his life. It is by com- 
mending acts of patriotiſm, that the generous ſpirit of emu- 
lation is excited; and the example known and followed by 
others. Upon the ſame principle, therefore, that you have 
been pleaſed to notice his conduct, I ſhall take care to make 
it likewiſe known to qur_ government, and with whom, I 
doubt not, it will excite ſimilar ſenſations of pleaſure. 


From the Mi nifter Plenipetentiary of the United States of Ame- 
rica, to the Committee of Public Safety. 
| Paris, July tb, 1795. 
Tur injuries which the piratical powers on the Aft 


can coaſt have rendered and continue to render to our com- 
merce, are known to this Republic; becauſe it takes an in- 

tteereſt in our welfare, and becauſe thoſe injuries cannot other- 
wiſe than be eventually hurtful to the commerce of France 
likewiſe. 

It was foreſeen, at the moment when we became an inde- 
pendent nation, that we ſhould be expoſed' to the piracies of 
thoſe powers; and the ſpirit of amity which diſpoſed the then 
councils of France, in obedience ro the wiſhes of the people, 
to aid us in that ſtruggle, diſpoſed them likewiſe to affure us 
of their ſupport in our negociations with each reſpectiveh. 
But unfortunately no treaty has yet been formed with any of 

_ thoſe powers (Morocco excepted) and in conſequence our com- 

merce has been interrupted by their cruizers and eſpecially 

9 thoſe of Algiers; whereby many of our citizens were alſo 
taken, and who are now detained in flavery, f 

It is the wiſh of the United States to make an effort, at this 

preſent moment, to conclude a peace with thoſe ſeveral pow- 
ers, and to purſue that object in harmony with this Repub» 
lic, that its aid may be extended to them in their negociations 
with each; and for which purpoſe I have now the pleafure to 
inform you, that Mr. Humphreys, miniſter of the United 
States at Liſbon, has juſt arrived here with full power to com- 
mence and conclude ſuch treaties.” It may be neceſſary fur- 
ther to premiſe, that ſuitable proviſion has been made for 


— — 
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of hig bose treaties, according to our idea of what would be ſuitable, 
dia and ſo far as we were able to make it; and of courſe, that 
oy the only aid which we wiih from this Republic is that of its. 
an OP» ood offices and influence in the councils of thoſe powers. 
dur ap- If the committee is diſpoſed to render us this aid, our fu- 
y com- ture meaſures will be in concert with the committee; becauſe 
f emye Wit belt knows how it may be moſt efhcaciouſly rendered, and, 
ved by rich leaſt mconvenience to itfelf.— In that view we will be 
u hae lappy to open to the committee our funds, We. that by knows 
ing completely our real ſituation, the concert and harmony 
may be perfectly complete; and in conſequence the belt ar- 
rangements taken, that circumſtances will admit of, to euſure 
lucceſs in the negociations contemplated. , | 3 
As we have reaſon to apprehend the interference of ſome 
ather powers, who would not be pleaſed to ſee us at peace 
yith thoſe regencies, permit me to ſuggeſt the propriety of 
great ſecrecy in reſpect to the preſent, and ſuch future, com- 
nunications as may take place between us, upon this intereſt- 
ug ſubject. 2 


— — 
DL No. XVIII. ] 

m inde- Fon Ms. MoxRos, TO THE SECRETARY or STATE. 
the then Paris, Jah 6th, 1795. | 


E . $7 R, 
ure us 


ABouT' three or four weeks paſt, one of our veſſels 


wa: ich touched at Havre from England, was taken in charge 
1 Y the government, and the c4ptain and paſſengers confined, 
ta tpon a ſuſpicion they had brought falſe aſſignats with them, 
pectin) eich a view of circulating them through the country, wal 


ere alſo BY ereby ſubſerving the views of its enemies. Complete ſearch 


„ at this made upon the veſſel, but no aſſignats were found. As ! 
4 pou⸗ mew that the ſuſpicion which was entertained, ought not to 
Reoub- extended to three young men who were paſſengers, I im- 
ations W__varely applied to the commiffary of foreign relations for 


eir diſcharge, and obtained an order for it, though fortu⸗ 
ately they were feleaſęd by the municipality at Havre before ĩt 
reached them. But as I was not acquainted with the character of 
de captain, or atiy others — ging to che veſſel and was awars 
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of the right the government had to protect itſelf from injuries 


of every kind, and from every quarter, and of eourſe to ſearch 
the veſſel, and as J alſo hoped in cafe the ſuſpicion proved to be 


groundleſs, it would prevent the like in future, and eſpecially 
upon frivolous ſuggeitions, I did not chooſe, in that ſtagey'to 
appiy likewiſe in their behalf, After the ſearch was made, and 

e government ſatisfied it had ſuſpected without cauſe, the 


captain was put at liberty, and the veſſel offered back to him; 


But, being mortified in having been ſuſpected, and as his veſld 
and cargo were ſome what mjured by the ſearchand neglect which 


enſued his arreſtation, he ſeemed difpoſed rather to throw the 


whole upon the government, and demand an indemnity for 
it, and with which view he lately came here to confer with 
me. I advifed him to gather up what he could of his om 
operty, and purſue his voyage according to the original de 
nation, limiting his claim merely to the damage [ſtained 
and leaving that to be purſued by the conful here under mf 


direction. As yet he waits his proteſt and other document 


from Havre, reſerving to himſelf the liberty of acting aft 
their receipt as he pleaſes, and according as. the light of pn 
ceding examples of the like kind, and whoſe details he willi 
the interim acquire, may admonith him will be moſt for hy 
intereſt. I ſhall endeavour to obtain juſtice for him up 
ſound principles, and have only mentioned the caſe, that ju 


may know ſuch a one has happened, and what the circumllas 


ces of it are. | | * 
The jealouſy which is entertained by this government, d 
the commerce carried on by our countrymen between the po 
of this Republic and thoſe ot England has latterly ſhewnt 
olf in a more unpleaſant form than heretofore, and I am feat 
L will yet produce W's wore diſagreenble effects. A N. 
Eldred was lately apprehended at Marſeilles, and ſent here us 
der guard, upon à charge of having given 8 to the 
ritiſh of ſome moyement in the French fleet. Upon engul 
ound he hag my paſſport, granted too, upon the moſt ſub 
antial documents, proving him to be an American citiaen 
pt I likewiſe found. that, in truth, he wWas not an America 
ejtizen; for, although born in America, yet he was not then 


Wg dee b of our, revolution, but in England . nor had le 

29 N the | 

n. gf miſchievous diſpoſition, nor one wha would. be apt 

5 offence charged upon him. But Ldo not know how! 
iz)ly, interfere in his behalf for when. ;ncipk F 
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| Foa terfere in h | 
depart rom, it ceaſes to de a principle 


& ſince. From what I hear of him, he is nat a pa 
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injuries More latterly T was requeſted by the eommiſſary of foreign 
ſearch {Whirs, to prohibit our conſuls from granting patiports, — 

2d to be {hich was immediately done. I was afterwards requeſted by 

pecially Win, to furniſh a lift of the Americans actually in Paris, and 

tage, u render a like liſt every decade of thoſe who ſhould in the in- 

de, and {Wrin arrive, and which was promiſed, and wil be punctually 

aſe, the Whccuted. I herewith fend you a copy of my inſtructions to 
to him. e conſuls, and correſpondence with the commiſſary on this 
is veſſel ject. | 14 
2 which Lou will readily perccive, that this jealouſy proceeds from 
row the Wh: circumſtance; that many of thoſe, who are actually engaged 
nity for i this trade, are of that deſcription of perfons, who, having 
fer wih eri become citizens of the United States, are likewiſe ſub- 
his own Wits of England; nor can you be furprized when that ciry 
inal de, {Wnſtance is conſidered, without any imputation on the cha- 
1{tained, aer of the parties, that this jealouſy ſhould exiſt: Tlley art 
nder Melih themſelves, their connections are fo, and in England 
cumem r profits will probably ultimately ſettle. It is natural that a 


7 1t would be unnatural if it did not produce that effect. 


1e willu e tic people of America this is an evil of ſerious import: 
t for u by it, it is obvious, that the confidence which is due to our 
im upa anal character is daily diminiſhed. Nor can the mortifi- 
that en which is incident to ſuch a ſituation, be otherwiſe than 


chtened, when it is conſidered, that we are moſt a prey t 
evil, at the moment when the government to which theſe 
ſons belong inſalts our national dignity, and tramples on 
rights, Be afſured I ſhall do every thing in my power to 
rd us againſt injuries of this kind, by excluding all who are 


, ſtrictly entitled to our protection; and by which line 
onduct J hope I ſhall ſucceed, in a great meaſure if not ak 


ace to tie ticr, in the accompliſhment of an object fo important ty 
200 eng welfare, | - OY 
moſh luis connected with this ſubject, permit me to mention ano- 
n citizen which I deem equally important, and more remediable. 
Americuſ have at Hamburg, as conſul for the United States, a Mr. 

ot then, who has held that office for ſome years paſt, This gen- 

; had Dn is an Engliſh ſubject, and was, as I am atfured, never in 
nat a peerica. All the Americans who have been at Hamburg and 
be apt come here unite in repreſenting him to be (comparatively - 
now how [ England) as unfriendly to America; as abſolutely un- 


dly to France and the French revolution, and which traitz 


ech that he is likewiſe an agent of England, and that, 


munication of this kind ſhould draw after it ſuſpicion, or ra- 


and upon the principles agreed upon my firit arrival 


il to be often diſcernible in his public conduct. It io 


| 
g 
f 
f 
[ 
i 


any initance in which he has betrayed it in this reſpect, 
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particular, the Pruſſian ſubſidy paſſed through his hands. U 
on theſe facts you may rely (and eſpecially the latter, int 
which I have made more pointed enquiry) for they are are 
on by all the Americans, and, I am ſure, have ben 
{tated to me by at leaſt fifty. Without obſerving be 
wide a door 1s here opened for England to benefit herſelf, n 
injure France, and through us, even whilſt its uſe is confined 
that range, which, without any imputation on the moral 
of this gentleman, national prejudice alone would allow, tha 
are other conſiderations, witch. at the preſent moment, my 
this appointment worthy your attention. Since the commeng 
ment ot the preſent war, a great proportion of the comme 
of the north, and from every quarter of the world, has cen 
ed at Hamburg, and will probably continue to center the 
until its cloſe; from whence it iſſues again in different din 
tions, — France, Holland, England, & c. That this comment 
capable of a ſerious impreſſion by the public agents of dik 
ent countries there, and eſpecially by thoſe of neutral poy 
whoſe connexion is ſought with great avidity by the ſuh 
of the powers at war, cannot be queſtioned 3 nor cant 
queſtioned, when it is conſidered who this gentleman 1s 1 
the impreſſion which he makes upon it is a Britiſh and m 

American one. In addition to which it may be oblen 

that as he reſides in the dominions of an independent pn 

and where we have no miniſter, it is in ſome meaſure hi 

ty to grant paſsports to Americans travelling elſewhere. 

circumſtance, therefore, and eſpecially at the preſent mom 

increaſes the importance and delicacy of the truſt, In jull 

however, to this gentleman I muſt add, that I do not h 


that, in others, I only apply to him general principles, 
bring to your view the complaints of our countrymen. | 
ſonally, I never ſaw or had any communication with him. I 
are at preſent at Hamburg ſeveral Americans worthy af 
truſt, among whom are Joel Barlow and Wm. A. St. | 
ſon of him who, by his writings, is well known; but, int 
ſo profitable is the poſt, that there are but few Ame 
merchants in Europe who would not accept it. In gent 
permit me to ſuggeſt for your conſideration whenever: 
cancy takes place, or whenever it becomes neceſſary to fi 
cede an exiſting conſul, whether it would not be advile 
to advertiſe the fact, that candidates might offer for the] 
for ſure I am, that it would rarely happen that ſuitable ce 
dates, American citizens, did not offer. In Europe 1ud 
nerally may be found. a 
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Since my laſt, the French have ſuſtained a loſs at fea of 
three ſhips, which aroſe partly from accident not to be guard- 
ed againit, and partly from miſconduct. It occaſioned the 
immediate diſmiſſion of d'Albarade, miniſter of marine, wha 
gave way to a ſucceſſor believed to be better qualified for 
the pot. The Britiſh have likewiſe landed on the French 
coaſt near Nantes, about ſix thouſand emigrants, and who 
being joined perhaps with ſome of their own troops, and 
ſince by ſome fanatic prieſts, are ſaid to make up a force of 
about ten thouſand men. It is ſuppoſed the Britiſh govern- 
ment might hope, that by putting theſe people in the neighbour- 
hood of the Chouans or Vendeans, they might, by encourag- 
ing a rebellion there, combme a force capable of making 
ſome impreſſion: But a with to rid themſelves of theſe un- 
fortunate men, whoſe ſupport becomes daily more burden- 
ſome, 1s believed to be the more influential motive. All par- 
ties unite here in the ſentiment that they are ſacrificed, and 
conſider the act of landing them, as an act of barbarity, ex- 
celled only by thoſe which were formerly perpetrated in the 
ſame neighbourhood by the infatuated Carrier. 

It is believed that a treaty has taken place between England 
and Ruſſia, in which the former has ſtipulated not to take the 
fide of Poland againſt the latter; in conſideration whereof, 
Ruſſia is to furniſh England a certain number of ſhips during 
the reſidue of the war. It is likewiſe believed, that England 
has announced to Spain, that in caſe the latter makes peace 
with France, ſhe will commence immediate hoſtilities upon 
her. This may poſſibly keep Spain in a ſtate of ſuſpence 
ſome time longer. On the other hand it is obvious, that the 
connection between France and Holland, Denmark and Swe- 
den becomes daily ſtronger 3 whilſt Auſtria, paralized by 
the peace and moyements of Pruſſia, which threaten an en- 
tire change in the-Germanic ſyſtem, and ſuch an arrangement 
of its parts as will give an entire preponderance to Pruſſia, 
ſcarcely knows what part to take; whether to make peace or 
continue the war. It is the intereſt of Pruſſia that Auſtria 
ſhould continue the war; for the preſſure of France upon 
the Empire, which is the conſequence of it, tends to favour 
the views of Pruſſia, by throwing the members of the Em- 
pire into her arms, with a view of ſecuring their peace with 
France, through the interceſſion of Pruſſia. 

In converſation a few days paſt with Baron Stael, Ambaſ- 
ſador from Sweden, he informed me of a communication 
formerly made by the gourt of Sweden to Mr. Pinckney at 
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London, for our government, and upon which no anſwer was 
given, although ir was much wiſhed. I defired his commis 
nication in writing, that I might forward it to you, and which 
was accordingly given, and is herewith tranſmitted. Lhave 
no doubt that whatever he ſays to me is known to the com- 
mittee, as I was informed by ſome of its members in the be- 
ginning of the winter, and before the Baron arrived, that 
ſuch an application had been made to us from that quarter, 
It belongs to me only to forward this paper, and which J do, 
not doubting that I ſhall be inſtructed, relative thereto, in the 
moit fuitable manner. 

Colonel Humphreys has juſt arrived, and, upon due confi. 
deration, I preſented. laſt night a paper to the committee, 
opening, as far as was expedient, the objecb of his viſit z and 
upon which ſubject generally I ſhall be more full in my next, 
when I hope to be poſſeſſed of an anſwer. N | 


From the Committee of Public Safety, to the Miniſter Plen ipot on; 
tiary of the United States of America. 


Paris, 20th Meſſidor, 3d year of the Republic. 
July 8th, 1795. 


Tui great number of forcigners who croud to Paris 
determine us, Citizen, in taking meaſures which, by ſecuring 
the entire protection of the laws to thoſe who have rights to 
the hoſpitality of the French People, may at the ſame time 
enable us to difcover and watch men, whoſe ſuſpicious ſituation, 
or whoſe connection with enemy's countries, are calculated 
to direct towards them ſuſpicions as intriguers and ſpies, which 
are too well juſtified by many events in our revolution, Per- 
ſuaded, Citizen, that, in your quality of miniſter of a neutral 
and friendly power, you will haſten to ſecond the 1 
views of the government, we requeſt you to tranſmit dire 
to us a liſt of all thoſe that you recognize as belonging to 
vour nation, and as reſiding at Paris from legitimate motives, 
and to tranſmit to us likewiſe, from decade to decade, the 
the names of thoſe of your nation who ſhall have arrived, and 
who ſhall have aſked paſſports of you, during the intervah 

You will thus facilitate to the government of the Republic the 
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means of watehing over the internal and external ſafety of the 
{tate, and of giving to your real fellow citizens a new guaran- 
tee of its protection and good will. 


TREILLARD, 
JEAN de BRT, 


J. B. LOUVET, of Loiret, 
301881, 


Fram the N. iner Plenipatentiary of the United States of Ames 
rica, ta the Coumitiee of Public Safety. 
Paris, uly roth, 1 797. 


I nave received yours of the 20th Meſſidor, requeſt- 
ug that I would immediately cauſe a liſt to be rendered you 
ef my countrymen in Paris, and hereafter a like liſt, from de- 
ade to deeade, of thoſe who may arrive and demand paſF- 
ports of me za meaſure you deem it neceſſary to adopt, to 
pard the Republic from danger, by an accurate diſcrimina- 
ton of your friends from your enemies. I ſhall execute this 
requeſt with pleaſure; being extremely anxious, as well for the 
credit of my eountrymen as the welfare of this Republic, that 
the moſt accurate line ſhould be drawn between them and the 
lubjets of the powers at war with France. The more accu- 
nte the line of diſtinction, and ſtrict the execution, the more 
I have in conſequence notiſied to 
my countrymen who are in Paris, and ſhall eauſe the fame to 
de made known to thoſe who may hereafter arrive; that it is 
my with they immediately atten 
their names and receive paſſports, that I may be enabled e- 
Qally to comply with your deſire and extend to them the pro- 
Kon which is their due. I hall, I preſume, have the plea- 
lure to ſend you the liſt of thoſe who are actually in Paris, 
mM Sextidi next, and ſhall afterwards furniſh a like liſt on the 
anc day of every ſucceeding decade. 


wreeable it will be to me. 


at my office to enregiſter 


r 5 
Trum the Minifter Plenipotentiary of the Utiited States of Ans 
rica, to the Committee of Public Safety. | 
; | Paris, July 14th, 1795. 


I $ENxT you yeſterday a liſt of my compatriots in Pa 
ris, according to your requeſt of the 20th inſtant (Meſſidor)? 
and ſhall continue to furniſh a like liſt every decade whilſt jou 
deem it neceſſary. ; 

In rendering this liſt, it becomes neceſſary for my future 
conduct, that I ſhould aſk of the committee an explanation 
a decree of the convention of the 23d inſtant (Meſſidor) upon 
this ſubject: For I obſerve by that decree, that ſuch citizen 
as are born within the juriſdiction of the powers in alliance 
and friendſhip with the French Republic, and who are 2 
knowledged by the repreſentatives of ſuch powers here, ar 
deſignated as entitled to protection, and by which it may h 
inferred, that all thoſe who are not born there, are to be exclud 
ed from ſuch protection. Permit me to aſk; whether ſuch is the 
import of the decree? The following conſiderations incline me 
to believe that it is not. 


aſt. Becauſe it denies the right of expatriation, admitted by 
this Republic, and which cannot be denied without ſup 
poſing a man attached to the ſoil where he was born and i- 

capable of changing his allegiance. 8 

2d. Becauſe it denies the right to all governments to cot 
fer the privilege of citizenſhip, and incorporate into in 
fociety any perſon who was born elſewhere, and which s 
admitted and practiſed every where. 

3d. Becauſe, as the firſt member of the fourteenth article of tht 
decree allows even the ſubjects of the powers at war wil 
the Republic, who came in before the iſt January 1792, U 
remain here,—it would follow, if ſuch were the conſtruc 
tion, that many of the ſubjects of thoſe powers would be 
put on a better footing than many of the citizens of thols 
who are your friends and allies. | 


From theſe conſiderations I am inclined to think, that ſuc 
is not the import of the decree, and that the term was intend 
ed to mean political as well as natural birth; but as it is caps 
ble of a different conſtruction, I have thought it my duty 
aſk of you an explanation on that head: For, at the ſame tim 
chat it is my wiſh to extend protection to all thoſe of my cou 
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trymen, who are deemed ſuch by the laws of my country, it 


is likewiſe my wiſh to do it in ſuch manner and upon ſuch 
principles as will be fatisfaQtory to the French Republic. 


5 


From MR. Monrosj ro THE SECRETARY OF STATE. 


Philadelphia, Auguſt I, 1795. 
SIR, 8 91 e ee e | 
I was ſorry to find, ſome days after my laſt, that the 

diquietude which I intimated exiſted in the councils of this 
Republic, and to which the communication between ats ports 
and thoſe of England had given birth, aſſumed a form ſtill more 
unpleaſant, in regard to us, than I then apprehended it would 
do; for, whilſt the ſubject was under diſcuſſion between the 
commiſſary and myſelf, and, as I thought, approaching to- 
wards a cloſe, the committee interpoſed, and taking the buſi- 
neſs out of his hands, addreſſed me on the ſame ſubject, and 
to the ſame effect, laying, at the ſame time, the draft of a de- 
cee before the Convention, the principal object of which was, 
to preclude all thoſe, who were not born within the juriſdic- 
ton of the neutral powers, from the protection of the miniſ- 
ters of thoſe. powers here. The decree, you will obſerve, was 
made general, as well as the letter which preceded it from the 
committee. I had, however, ſeen too much of the buſineſs, 
not to know, that in regard to others it was formal only, whilit 
it was, in reality, pointed againſt a particular deſcription of our 
own citizens, and of Engliſhmen, who, by means of American 
paſſports obtained elſewhere, and, no doubt, by fraud, ſome- 
times paſſed for ſuch. | 

As I preſumed it was not the intention of the committee 
er convention, that the decree ſhould be conſtrued and exe- 
cuted ſtrictly, becauſe I knew upon principle it could not be 
lupported, and becauſe I likewiſe knew, that many of thoſe 
nom it would thereby comprehend, were reſident, and valu- 

le members of our community, and had been, and now were, 
y their commerce, uſeful to France, I demanded immediate- 
an explanation from the committee, of the decree, and 
oon afterwards obtained an interview with that body; in which 
| was explicitly aſſured, that they did not mean to call in queſ- 
non any principle inſiſted on by us; that their only wiſh was 

D d ä 


( 402 ) 


to exclude Engliſhmen; and that, in regard to myſelf, 
meant to impoſe on me no reſtraint, in granting paſſports, 
had not already obſerved. Thus, this buſineſs has happily 
terminated preciſely where it ought to do, without producing 
any real change here, or other effect any where, which can 
de hurtful to us. | 

I have the pleaſure to inform you, that the full aid of this 
government will be given in ſupport of our negociation with 
Algiers, &c. Upon this you may, I think, count with cer. 
tainty, as I have been aſſured of it by the committee, and am 
furniſhed with all the light which their paſt negociatiom 
with that regency enable them to give us on that ſubject 
Difficulties, however, of a new kind ariſe, and which may 
poſſibly create ſome ſerious embarraſſment. The fund deſt. 
ned for this buſineſs is, I underſtand, in England, and the 
Engliſh intercourfe law prohibits, as J hear, and under th 
penalty of death, the payment of drafts from this conn 
favor of any perſon in France, or who has been in France ne 
the commencement of the war between the two nations 
Perhaps this law may not be deemed applicable to this caſe: 
Perhaps, if it does, the inconvenience may yet be remediel 
ſomehow or other, ſo as to prevent the failure of the treaty 
on that account. Colonel Humphreys is ſtill here upon thi 
buſineſs; and, as we devote our unremitted attention to 
you may be aſſured that no meaſure, neceſſary to its ſuccelh 
will be omitted, that we are capable of. 

Within a few days paſt, the emigrant army, which lately land 
ed in the bay of Quiberon, under the auſpices of Great Britail 
has been completely defeated, and its whole force, wen 
to about ten thouſand men, either ſlain or taken priſoners; 
which about four thouſand were ſlain. Many of thoſe who com 
poſed that army are ſaid to have been raiſed by compulſion, fro 
among the French priſoners, and were of courſe immediately 
ſet at liberty. By the law, all the others are doomed to fuilet 
capital puniſhment ; but it is to be hoped, as many of them 
are weak and miſguided men, its rigor will be moderated, 4 
leaſt in regard to them. | | 

Within a few days paſt, alſo, a peace was concluded, 
with Spain; whereby the whole of the iſland of*St. Dom » 

o is ceded to France, the latter yielding her conqueſts made - 
in this quarter ſince the war. That there are ſome ſecret arte 
cles is more than probable. I herewith ſend you a copy Ad 
the treaty, as likewiſe of the details which attended the debe 
feat and deſtruction of the emigrant army, according to UF... 
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report thereof rendered by Tallien, who was in miſſion with 
the republican army in that quarter. — 

You will perceive that our claims have not been provid 
for in this treaty with Spain; relative to which claims I have 
heard nothing, ſince mine to you of the 14th of June laſt. 
'Tis poſſible I may ſoon hear ſomething on that ſubject, either 
from this government or from Mr. Pinckney; in which caſe I 
will immediately adviſe you of it. It is likewiſe poſſible, a war 
may ſoon take place, in confequence of that treaty, between 
England and Spain, and in which caſe it will, no doubt, be 
the with of the former to involve us in it on her fide : But 
this, I hope, will not take effect; becauſe, under exiſting cir- 
cumſtances, it would not only produce many unhappy conſe- 
quences; but becauſe I am of opinion, if Mr. P. finds difficul- 
ties, that the object may yet be attained, by the interceſſion of 
this government, as ſoon as I am enabled to ſhew, that Mr. 
Jay's treaty ſtipulates nothing injurious to this Republic; 
Doubtleſs France will now have great weight in the councils 
of Spainz and, moſt certainly, if we continue in friendſhip 
with France, and of which there can be no doubt, it will be 
—_ to avail ourſelves of it, in ſupport of our claims 

ere. 

Theſe two great events muſt certainly produce the moſt im- 
portant conſequences, as well in ſecuring tranquillity at home, 
35 in cutting off all remaining hope of ſucceſs, on the part of 
the powers 11 at war with t:is Republic. Indeed, the pro- 
bability is, that peace will ſoon be made with the Italian pow- 
ers, and even with Auſtria : But with England, ſo peculiar is 
the relation between the two countries, that it is impoſſible to 


The ſtate of this buſineſs appears to me to Rand thus. Whilſt Spain 
adhered to England, ſhe rejected our pretenſions to the Miſſiſippi, &c. and 
liſtened to them only when ſhe was about to ſecede from England, and con- 
nect herſelf with France. As this latter policy gained ftrength in her 
wuncils, her diſpoſition to accommodate us likewife increaſed, as appears 
by Mr. Short's letter, referred to in mine of the 26th of Tune, 1795, aud ma- 
dy other circumſtances; fince at that period ſhe ſolicited our aid to promote 
her peace with France, promiſing that our claims ſhould be adjuſted at the 
lame time. Standing well then with France, it followed that our contro- 
rerſy with Spain was permanently at an end, and upon our own terms. 
Mr. Pinckney arrived at Madrid preciſely at the moment when things 
were thus circumſtanced, add commenced and cloſed his negociation, 
whilſt that ſtate of things laſted ; the Spaniſh government being impreſſed 
with a belief that we were not only well with France, but that France ſup. 
ported our claims againſt Spain: And to which agcommodation it is pro- 
dadle her then ſeparation from England, and the danger of a war with that 
power, likewiſe contributed. Had Mr. Pinckaey arrived a few months 
later, after France had ſeen our treaty with England, and adopted her 
preſent policy in conſequence of it, 1 think his miſſion would have failed. 
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ſay when peace will take place, or even to hazard any plauſi- 
ble conjecture upon that point. An adjuſtment, however, 
„ with all the other powers, may poſſibly induce an accommo- 
EL dation between theſe, ſooner than preſent circumſtances au- 
_ = "By thorize the expectation of. 

1 About the time of the debarkation of the emigrant army, 
ſome ſymptoms were ſeen here, which gave cauſe for ſuſpi. 
cion, that there was a party in Paris, which felt at leaſt in 
4 uniſon with that army. Lately, a ſong called the “ Reveil du 

1 Peuple,” compoſed in reproach of the reign of terror, had 
| | become very faſhionable among thoſe who had ſuffered under 
| | that reign, and by ſome accidental circumſtances was placed' 
in a kind of rivalſhip or rather oppoſition to the Marſeilleſe 

hymn. The young men of Paris, the relatives of many of 
whom had ſuffered under the reign of terror, formed a party 
who were in general in favour of the Reveil du Peuple;“ of- 
ten calling for it at the theatres in preference to the Marſeilleſe 
Hymn, and which circumſtance never failed to give uneaſ- 
neſs to many who were preſent. Light as this incident was 
et it ſeemed, at one time, to menace ſome ill conſequences: 
he preſumption whereof was indeed fo ſtrong, that the ene- 
mies of the revolution, who were ſaid to ſtimulate the young 
men on, ſeemed to count upon it as a ſource from whence 
ſomething in their behalf might be expected. Occafionally 
ſome exceſſes were committed by the young men, and in 
which they thought they had a right to indulge, even in con- 
tempt of the authority of the convention; upon which body 
they preſumed they had ſome claim, for ſervices rendered in 
the late commotions. It was, in truth, obvious that the range 
which they took at this time, when te ed by the ſtandard of 
ſtrict propriety, or indeed of law, could not be juſtified. It 
might, on the contrary, have been called an inſurreCtion, and 
a little rigor would have made it one. The convention, how. 
ever, acted more wiſely, by conſidering it for a while as a fro- 
lic; and finally, by iſſuing a proclamation telling them calm- 
ly of the folly and impropricty of their conduct, fince thereby 
they expoled to danger the revolution, and of courſe their own 
ſatety; neither of which could it be their intereſt or intention 
to endanger. This mode of proceeding produced the happt 
eſt effect; for even before the reduction of the emigrant ar- 
my and peace with Spain, tranquillity was in a great meaſure 
| e but ſince thoſe two events, it has been complete- 
y ſo. | 

The convention is ſtill employed upon the ſubject of the 

vonſtitution, which will probably be gone through in the 
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eourſe of two weeks more. As ſoon as it is adopted, and 
of which there can be no doubt, and upon the principles ge- 
nerally propoſed in the project reported by the commiſſion, I 
will forward you a copy. _ 

I have lately received a letter from a Mr. Cazeau, an un- 
fortunate Canadian; who attached himſelf to our cauſe when 
we invaded Canada, whoſe name you will find in the journ- 
als of the Congreſs of 1783 or *4, at Annapolis, and which 
letter I now tranſmit to you. The journal of that day ex- 
plains the nature of his demand touched on in this letter. As 
| was of the committee upon this memorial, I am well ac- 
quainted with the nature of his claim, and think, in the iſſue 
of the buſineſs, that juſtice was not rendered to him; as the 
order of Congreſs in his behalf was not executed. He is here, 
and I believe ſupported by the nation, in the expectation we will 
do ſomething for him : 'The miniſter of this Republic with 
our government having been inſtructed to patronize his claim 
there. May I requeſt your attention to it. 

[ likewiſe encloſe you a letter from Mr. Leach, with one 
rom ſeveral reſpectable Americans here, recommending him 
for the conſulate at Dunkirk, and to which I likewiſe beg 
that attention to which you may deem it entitled. My acquain- 
tance with him is of late only; but he appears to me to be an 
honeſt and deſerving citizen. 


lum the Secretary of State of the United States, to Mr. Monroe. 


Philadelphia, May 24, 1795. 
SIR, 


Tur letter which I promiſed by Doctor Edwards is 
prepared; but the Preſident not having returned from Mount 
Vernon I cannot ſubmit it to his correction, without which 


it would be improper to ſend it. It is long, full and perhaps 
at mtereſting review of our conduct towards France. 


have to acknowledge your letters of January 13th, 1795 3 
"ith triplicates of Nos. I, II, III, IV, V, VI, and VII, of 
eptember 20th, 1794 ;—of February 1ſt, 1795, and of a 


wplicate of December 2d, 1794 :—This is the order in which 
ey have been received. 


Mr. Jay has tranſmitted the correſpondence between you 


and him. When he arrives, I ſhall perhaps forward the fen- 


ments of the Preſident, as to the footing on which he bfi. 


gh in the W's has been placed by him. 
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Colonel Humphreys ſailed ſix weeks ago, er g · 
ed for che Gen with Algiers. Dae 
you, he will probably have had a perſonal interview with you; 
and will ſatisfy you, that on this and every other occaſion we 
wiſh to obſerve delicacy towards our friends and allies, 


I am, Oc. 505 


——u— 8 
[ No. XX. J 
From Mr. Monroe, To THE SECRETARY OF STATE 


| Paris, Auguſt 11th, 17995. 
S1R, 


I yave not been honored with any communication 
from you ſince that of the 2nd May laſt ; though, doubt 
leſs, others are on their way, and which J ſhall ſoon receim 
Within a few days paſt, Philadelphia papers were recewed 
as late as the 3d of July, containing Mr. Jay's treaty, toge- 
ther with ſuch proceedings of the ſenate upon it as were then 

' publiſhed. As theſe gazettes are circulating every where, I 
conclude ſome of them are in poſſeſſion of the committee d 
public ſafety, and that the details they contain will likewik 
ſoon find their way into the papers of this city: Indeed, it i 
ſaid, they are already publiſhed at Havre. Of late I have heard 
nothing from the committee upon this ſubject ; nor do I a 
pect to hear any thing from that body upon it, let the im- 
preſſion be what it may, otherwiſe than in reply to ſuch com 
munication as I may make thereon, and reſpecting which i 
may be proper to add, that I thall take no ſtep without Jo 
particular inſtruction: For as I preſume ſome ulterior plan i 
or will be adopted in regard to it, and upon which, in its rela- 
tion to this Republic, my conduct will be particularly marked tn 
out; ſo I deem it my indifpenſable duty to avoid in the inte- 
rim, any, the ſlighteſt, compromitment either of you or MW.” 
ſelf upon that ſubject. I mention this that you may diſtind-Iſ a, 

iy know how completely the final reſult of this buſineſs, Mar 
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faras it depends on me, is, as indeed it ought to be, under 


jy charg 


reaches our controul.“ 
9 you; As I have had no communication with this government up- 
caſion we 


on the ſubject of this treaty ſince its contents were known, it 
9 is of courte impoſſible for me to ſay what the impreſſion it 
| has made is. It is as eaſy tor you, with the lights you have, 
| to form a correct opinion upon that point in Philadelphia, as 
)LPH; for me to do it here. One circumſtance, however, I think 
9 proper to bring to your view: Soon after the Britiſh govern- 
ment had recommenced the ſeizure of our veſſels, deſtined for 
the ports of France, it was notified to the committee by a ſe- 
ret agent of this government, who had juſt returned from 
England; that he had been adviſed there, through a channel 
to be relied on, that the Engliſh adminiſtration had ſaid, they 
knew that meaſure would not be offenſive to our government; 
or, in other words, that it was a caſe provided for between the 
two governments. I treated the communication with con- 
tempt, and was happy to hear that it was conſidered nearly 
1795. in 1 ſame light by the committee itſelf. 

But ſince the arrival of the treaty, I have underſtood that, 
unication in connection with that report, the attention of many has been 
h. doubt wn with ſome degree of ſolicitude to the contents of the 
a ſecond! paragraph of the 18th article, and who ſay, that as 


STATE 


F A that article leaves the law of nations unſettled, and provides 
-aty, toge payment for ſcizures in caſes of contraband, and of courſe for 
ca thoſe which are not contraband, whereby the complaints of 
„here, Ie citizens are prevented, and the Britiſh conſtruction by 
mmittee df mplication countenanced, this Republic has a right to com- 


11 likewiſ plain of it. I mention this objection to you, that you may be 
deed, its "© of it, in caſe it ſhould ever be brought forward on this 


have heard I jour fide of the water; and that it will be brought forward, 
+ di | think probable, if thoſe ſeizures are not noticed in ſome very 
et the im- pointed manner. It is painful for me to give you a detail of 
toc com his kind z but being an intereſting fact, I do not ſee with what 
which it Propriety it can be withheld. | 
T5 your It is ſaid that the conſtitution will be completed in the 


rior plan Curſe of a few days, and of which I will immediately after- 
. . rela- N : ; 4 ; ; 
in 16s rked At this time the treaty was not ratified by the Prefident, nor was it 
arly mal knows that it would be: And, it ratified, I expected to be able to ſtate (if 
in the inte: Om plained of by the committee) now long the commercial part would re- 
ou or m In force; whether we were willing to make a new treaty of commerce, 
ne 


zginck⸗ upon w hat principles, with France, with a view to conciliatez but po 
ay diſtin (ch ir ſtroctions were given me. As to my calling the attention of the 
buſineſs, m nattee to it (now that they were pc ſſeſſcd of it witkout my aid) without 


orders tm the adminiſtration, it appeared to ine to be an 2d of folly which 
Ying could jutify., 


[ 


wards forward: you a copy. The diſcuſſion upon this very im. 

portant ſubject has been conducted with great temper, and 
the harmony of opinion throughout greater than could have 
been expected. | 

The report of Pichegru having croſſed the Rhine, as here. 
tofore intimated, was without foundation : The. height of 
the water occaſioned by continual rains has hitherto prevent. 
ed it: It is however bid, that he has orders to croſs it, and 
is now making the neceſſary movements for that purpoſe. The 
enemy are on the oppoſite fide, watchful of his meaſures ; but 
from his ſkill, the ſtrength and enterprize of his army, ſuc 
ceſs is counted on as certain. 

No indication preſents itſelf of an approaching peace be. 
tween France and England, or even of a negociation for it, 
The only indication is to be found in an Engliſh miniſterid 
paper, which ſpeaks of the convention in very reſpectfil 
terms, and of peace as a defirable object. It is probably 
however, when a negociation commences, it will be ſhort: 
For as I preſume the overture will come from England]; fo i 
is equally preſumable that none will be made till her admin 
tration 1s diſpoſed to accede to the terms of France. Theſe, 
preſume, are in ſome meaſure known to England, at leaſt 
expect ſo; a conſideration which I particularly ſuggeſt at pre 
ſent, with a view of turning your attention to thoſe ſymptons 
which may be diſcovered on the other ſide of the channel, a 
data by which you may eſtimate either remote or immediat 
approaches towards this important event. 
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From MR. Mox ROE, ro THE SECRETARY. OF STATE. 


| Paris, September 10th, 1795. 
S1R, * 


A RTV Arx letter of the 31ſt of May, is the laſt with which 
I have been honored from you, and as more than three months 
have fince elapſed, I am inclined to believe, that ſome of yout 
deſpatches are carried into England, and treated with the lame 
violence that mine were by the admiralty at Halifax. It wah 
doubtleſs, an object of importance with the Britiſh govem- 
ment to know what were the ulterior meaſures of the Prefs 
dent in regard to England, after the deciſion of the ſenate vp" 
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reite change, which argues an attachment for France, is the mo- 
be 5 ent to make a fuitable impreſſion on her councils. Often- 
a. * times incidents of this kind in private life enereaſe the friend- 

* 4 ol hip and cement the union between the parties; and the 

5 "Theſe puciple is the ſame with nations as with individuals, where 

= leaf government is in the hands of the people. But the mo- 

oſt a n mult be ſeized, otherwiſe the proſpect dimintihes, and e- 

: ſyrapton ry day becomes more remote; for when a coolneſs which has 

hannel, i” taken place is ſufferedto remain for any length of time, after 

imme le cauſe which gave birth to it ceaſes, that circumſtance be- 
| omes a new motive for chagrin, and which, eſpecially if 
terwards encreaſed by mutual flights, often ends in mutual 

mnity, In addition to which, it may be obſerved, that if ſuch 

ud is wiſhed from France, the ſtate of the war is ſuch as to 

equire, on our part, diſpatch; for it is always preſumable, 

hen its ſubſtantial objects are ſecured on the one ſide, and 

| e hope of gain in a great meaſure abandoned on the other, 

STATES: wis actually now the caſe, that its cloſe is not very diſtant. 

3, 1798: am ſtill of opinion, that if a timely and ſuitable attempt 
made to engage the aid of this government in ſupport of 
bur claims upon England, it may be accompliſhed, and upon 

with which r anc honorable terms. But under exiſting circumſtances, 

Iree month eculiar and extraordinary care becomes neceſſary in the ar- 

me of joutiitengement to be adopted; otherwiſe the atte will fail. 

th the fame ur ne gociation muſt be in harmony, and poflets-the confi- 

x. It va ence of this government, or it will not ſupport it; for no 

iſh gore overnment will ſupport a negociation it ſuſpects will termi- 

F the Preſ- Mate in a treaty injurious to itſelf. For this purpoſe, then, the 

e ſenate uf. erſon to whom we commit the truſt, ſhould poſſeſs the couti- 
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on the treaty of Mr. Jay, and as I preſume you wrote me 
fully upon that head, and immediately after the deciſion was 
taken, ſo I cannot otherwiſe account why your letters have 
not reached me. 2 Po 

[ ſincerely wiſh to hear from you as ſoon as poſſible upon 
that ſubject 3 becauſe if in the further purſuit of our claims 
upon England, it is withed to derive any aid from this Repub- 
lc, either by harmonious co-opertion or otherwiſe, it is ob- 
vious from a variety of conſiderations that the ſooner n at- 
tempt is made to adjuſt the mode whereby ſuch aid is to be 
rendered, the better the proſpect of ſucceſs will be. You 
know that France viewed with anxicty the late negociation 
with that power, and waited the reſult not without unplea- 
ſnt apprehenſions of the conſequences: and you likewife 
know that the moment when that anxiety ceaſes, and eſpe- 
cally if there is any thing mingled in the cauſe producing the 
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dence of this government, and, in my opinion, the negociation 
ſhould be carried on at the place where the French negociation 
is carried on; either here or at Bafle, at which latter place it i 
reported, Mr. Eden has lately pre ſented himſelf, —the ſame per. 
ſon who was not long ſince at Dieppe for an exchange of pri 
ſoners, as it was ſaid, On the contrary, ſuppoſe any perſen 
was ſent directly to England on this buſineſs, what would be 
Its eſſect here? It is. admitted that ſuch a perſon might h 
ſent, as would create no alarm here, of injuries to this Re 
public from the conſequence of ſuch negociation; but the 
manner would be deemed inharmonious, and would, of courls 
be conſidered as declining all claim upon this government f 
its ſupport. England would know ths, and profit by it. I 
deed, no co-operation, under ſuch circumſtances, would i 
preſumed. What can be the objections to ſuch an arrange 
ment? I can fee none, If we were at war with Englan 
none would be urged by any one; for ſuch was the caſe whe 
we were at war with her. If, then, remaining at peace, an 
ther country is willing to give us the fortune of its arms, i 
ſupport of our claims againſt a common enemy, ought wet 
decline an arrangement which would be adopted in war, eſpe 
rally when it is conſidered, that peace is the lot we prelt 
and that our ſucceſs depends upon its ſucceſs, unaided by 
effort of our own? Would it excite diſguſt in England! ( 
the contrary, it would command her reſpect. Witheut com 

ſion we know we ſhall not gain from her what we are entitle 
to; and if this compulſion is to be procured from France, wi 
it not be more efficacious, when ſhe ſees that our harmony vi 
France is complete, and beyond her reach to diſturb.it ? by 
can we accompliſh what we with by the fortunes of Fran 
by any kind of negociation we can ſet on foot, without a 
effort of our own; and if any ſuch effort is to be made, ( 
what kind muſt it be? To this I can give no anſwer, oth 
than by referring you to my former letters on that head; f 
latterly I have had no communication with this government d 
it, If it can be done, the above is the way to do it; but to 
eure ſucceſs, by embarking this government with full zeal! 
our behalf, and ſtriking terror into England, it will be necelis 
Ke. to lay. hold of her property Ts the United States, tai 
the = pn invade Canada: This would not only f 
cure to us completely our claims upon Britain, and eſpecial 
if we likewiſe cut up her trade by privateers ; but by makin 

a deciſive and powerful diverſion in favor of France, promo 
and very eſſentially, a general peace. 
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The ſtate of the war is the ſame as when I wrote you laſt. 


Pichegru is ſtill on this ſide of the Rhine, and the preſſure up- 


on Italy is leſs forcible ſince, than it was before the peace 
with Spain; a circumſtance which gives cauſe to ſuſpect, that 
negociations, promiſing a favorable ifſue, are depending with 
the powers in that quarter. A ſimilar . conſideration may 
likewiſe impede the movements of Pichegru; for it is gene- 
nally underſtood, that not only the Empire as a body, but ſe- 
reral of its members ſeparately, are negociating for peace 
with this Republic; of which latter fact we have lately ſeen 
n example in a treaty with the prince of Heſſe Caſſel; where- 
by fix thouſand of his troops in Engliſh pay, are withdrawn 
from the army of the : emperor. 

| lately ſent you, by Bourdeaux, a copy of the conſtitution 
which was adopted by the convention, and which is at preſent 
before the primary aſſemblies for ratification, and I now fend. 


you another copy of that ac by Havre. The attempt which 


was hereby made, not ſimply to amend, but abſolutely to ſet 
ade the former conſtitution, and introduce a new one in its 
ſtead, differing, too, from the former, in many of its great 
vuilines, and eſpecially in the character of its legiſlative and 
eredutive branches, under the circumſtances whichexiſted when 
t was commenced, being at the moment when the trial of 
Barrere and his aſſociates was depending, and Paris afllifted by 
mine, -was an enterprize, you will admit, of great moment. 
o far as it was a dangerous one, it proves that ſuch danger was 
mcountered, from motives equally benevolent and patriotic. 
And as the conſtitution which this attempt has . 
ntively with the other, is infinitely preferable to it, and forms, 
of courle, in caſe it be adõpłẽd, anew bulwark in favor of re- 
publican government, it is equally ſo to conclude, that ſuch, 
lkewiſe, was the object. | 

The primary aſſemblies were convened to deliberate on it 
fre days, and this is the fifth; and in thoſe quarters from 
whence accounts are already received, it appears that it is a- 
dopted, in ſome places unanimouſly, and in all by great ma- 
orities. It was likewiſe ſubmitted to the armies, and 

hom it is ſaid to be adopted almoſt unanimouſly. In the 
proſpect, therefore, in this reſpect, before this Republic, one 
rcumſtance only preſents itſelf, which darkens, in any de- 
pree, the political horizon. In putting the new conſtitution 
in motion, the convention wiſhed to transfer from its ow n 
body two thirds of its members to the legiſlative branches 
of the new government, and for which a decree was paſſed. 


motiye for this was, the advantage the republic would gain 


_— 


—— ——— — 
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from keeping in office many of thoſe in whoſe hands depend. 
ing negociations were, and who in other reſpects are acquaint- 
ed with the actual ſtate of things. There may be, and 
doubtleſs are, other motives for this meaſure, and which will 
readily occur to you. This arrangement is, however, diſliked 


by many, and, particularly, by the inhabitants of this city, by 
whom it is generally rejected. The preſumption is, "that a 
great majority of France will approve the decree, and in which 
cate Paris will yield; but, ſhouid the majority prove to be in 
the other ſcale, the pre ſumption is equally ſtrong, that the 
convention will yield; fo that, from this fource 1 do not foe 
cauſe to apprehend any ſerious evil. Many, however, are d 
a diſfrent opinion, and count upon the diviſion that exiſts upon 
this point, as the commencement of a counter- revolution. It 
is well known that the royaliſts are active, and uſing their u. 
molt efforts to improve it in their favor, and it is alto beheved, 
that England and forme other of tir: coaleſced powers view 
it with the ſame anxious and favorable expectation. But 
it is uſual for the royaliſts and thoſe powers to catch 4 
cvery circumſtance which turns up, whereon to reſt a hope; 
in general, however, their calculations upon the fortune of the 
revolution, have not been verified by events, and I ſhall be 
deceived it this is not the caſe in the preſent inſtance. In- 
ded, a ſound reaſon may be given why Paris differs in thy 
rt ſpect from the majority of the other departments, and with 
out impeaching her attachment to republican government, 
All the atrocities which have ſtained the different ſtages of the 
revolution, have been perpetrated here; under every convuk 
ſion and change ſome of her citizens have ſuffered ; and, with 
the preponderating party in the convention, ſhe 18 not populat 
as a department; ſo that it is natural the ſhould with to exclude 
from the legiſlature of the new government all the member 
who compole the preſent convention. 


P. 8. Reſpecting Algiers I will write you in my next. 

Since writing the above, it is announced that Jourdan, 
who commands the army of the Sambre and Meuſe, has eroſſed 
the Rhine, at the head of about fifty thouſand. men, and in 
the face of about forty thouſand, well poſted, and ſtrongly for. 
tified on the oppoſite ſhore. It is alſo ſaid, that he attacked 
and took by ſtorm, immediately afterwards, the city and caſtie 
of Duſſeldorf. Much applauſe is beſtowed on the genera 
and his army for this bold exploit, and which is deemed, un- 
der the circumſtances attending it, among the moſt brilliam 
of the wars R = EPR 
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From the Commiſſien of the Marine and of the Colonies, to the” 
M ivifter Plenipetentiary of the United States of America. 


Paris, 14th Meſſider, 3d Year of the Republic. 
Jah ad, 1795.) 


C1TIZEN, 


Tux commiſſion learns, that nine Engliſhdeſerters; pri- 
ſoners of war, have juſt been arreſted at Bourdeaux, upon three 
American veſſels. They are perſuaded, that it is ſufficient 
to denounce to you this fact, to induce you to repreſs the 
conduct of the three American captains, and to recall them 
to ine duties that the treaty of alliance, which unites the two 
republics, impoſes on them. | 


Frim the Commiſſion of Marine and of the Colonies, to the Mi- 
niſter Plenipotentiary of the United States of America. 


Paris, 1/t Thermider, 3d Year of the Republic, 


( July 19th, 1795. | 
CITIZEN, | 


Tre commiſſion is poſitively informed, that Engliſh- 
nen, eſcaped from the priſons of war of the Republic, find 


in the ports, and chiefly in thoſe b Bourdeaux and Dunkirk, 


opportunities of engaging on board American veſſels. 


lt is certainly ſufficient to denounce to you ſo plain an in- 


action of the treaty of alliance, which unites the two Repub- 
les, to induce you to uſe your whole authority againſt thoſe 


ho appear to favour conduct ſo improper, and concerning 
hich the commiſſion has before had occaſion to complain to 


y next. vou. 
: Jourdan, (Signed) REDON. 
has croffed 
en, and i | | 
rongly = om the Miniſter Plenipatentiary of the United States of Ame- 
x rica, to the Commiſſary of Marine. 
eral ; 
nd, og Paris, July 20th, 1795. 
iſt brilliant I REcErveD your favour of yeſterday, informing me, 


lat many of the Engliſh ſailors who eſcaped from priſon, were 


1 24 'J 
taken from the Republic in American veſſels, and particular. 
ly from the ports of Bourdeaux and Dunkirk; and requeſting 
my aid to prevent a practice hurtful to Frgpce. I had alfo 
received ſome time before, a letter of the 14th ultimo (Mef- 
ſidor) complaining of a particular caſe of that kind at Bour- 
deaux, and which I declined anſwering until I ſhould hear 
{from the conſul at that port on the ſubject. 

Permit me to aſſure you, that I have already done every 
thing in my power to prevent this abuſe, and that I ſhall now 
repeat my endeavours to accompliſh that object; being equally 
impelled to it from a regard to the obligations of duty ſubſiſt. 
ing between the two Republics, which with me will always 
be held ſacred, as from my attachment to the welfare of this 
With this view, and that the poſſibility of abuſcs might be 
prevented, I have ſome time ſince not only prohibited the 
conſuls from granting paſſports to thoſe who are Americang 
but enjoined them likewiſe to uſe their utmoſt endeavours to 
prevent the captains of our vefſels from taking off thoſe who 
were not, and in which I am well ſatisfied I have their ful 
co-operation. It is my duty, however, to add, that . beyond 
this my authority within the Republic cannot extend: For 
tome it does not belong to punith thoſe who violate its laws: 
Jo inflict ſuch puniſhment by making a ſuitable example d 
thoſe who commit the aggreihon, lies within the province d 
the government itſelf only. I have invariably admoniſhed ny 
compatriots to reſpect the laws of our ally, to whoſe, welfar 
we have ſo many motives to be attached; and have warned 
them that in caſe they violate thoſe laws, I ſhall leave them 
unprotected to their penalty. To impreſs this, however, more 


forcibly at the preſent moment, I will encloſe a copy of yout 
letters to me, and of this my reply, to all our conſuls through 
out the Republic. | | 
; | | i 
Circular is the Cenſuls of ihe United States of A merica, in tht 4 
French Refublic. | 
Paris, July 2gth, 1795. . 
| } 


I HEREWITH incloſe copies of two letters from they, 
commiſſion of marine to me, and of my reply thereto, reif A 
tive to Engliſh priſoners taken out of the Republic, on board ca 
American veſſels. I recommend you ſtrict attention C. 


this ſubject, which is fully explained in the ſaid letters; wy FA 
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requeſt you will enjoin a like attention to the agents within 
your reſpective departments. 


N. B. The letters whereof copies are mentioned above are; 
thoſe from the commiſſary of marine of the 14th Meſſidor, 
and 5th Thermidor; and anſwer to the ſame of the acth 


July, I 795» 


- 


Fram the Commiſſion of the Marine and of the Colonies, to the 
Miniſter Plenipetentiary of the United States of America. 
| Paris, 1th Fructidor, 3d Year of the Republic. 


3 August 24th, 1795.) 

CITIZEN, | 

Tux frankneſs which has always been and ſhall be the 
baſis of the political and commercial tranſactions between the 
French Republic and that which you repreſent, commands 
me to awaken your ſolicitude upon occurrences, which would 
tend inſenſibly to looſen the bonds which unite the two na- 
tions, if, as I cannot believe, you ſhould not concur with the 
agents of the French government in putting a ſtop to the mul- 
tipliedl abuſes, of which the ports in the channel, and even the 
great ports for equipment, offer daily examples. 

Some captains, furniſhed with American papers, frequent 
habitually thoſe ports, and the ſnortneſs of the intervals which 
occur between their different trips give ground to ſtrong ſuſ- 
picions againſt them. Moſt frequently they arrive in ballaſt, 
br with the ſemblance of a cargo, which they evade ſelling. 
Lately one arrived at Fecamp contradicted himſelf in his de- 
trations; in fine, every circumſtance induces a belief that 
the real end,—that the only end of the conduct they purſue, 
5a communication kept up between the French and Engliſh 
ports of the channel for the tranſportation of paſſengers, letters 
ind perhaps even coin. | | = 
While I tranſmit you theſe details, I cannot avoid inform- 
ng you of complaints of another kind, which have been made 
by French ſeamen, returned from the Engliſh priſons ; and 
who, deſtitute, in conſequence of a tedious impriſonment, of 
ul means of ſubſiſtence, have been obliged to pay theſe ſame 
captains from two to five guineas for a paſſage from Dover to 
Calais, Such conduct adds, to the ſuſpicion of an under- 
landing with our enemies, the certainty of a baſe cupidity, 
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which aſks a ranſom from patriotiſm, and ſpeculates upon 
misfortune. Þ | 

You mult be ſenſible, Citizen, that the character of neu- 
trality, which renders a nation reſpectable in our view, ought 
not to ſerve as an Ægis to private deſigns, nor to thut our eyes 
upon thoſe meaſures which may commit the general welfare 
and ſafety of the Republic; it is therefore urgent, that you 
ſhould co-operate in unveiling the individuals who uſurp the 
American colours in order to betray our mutual intereſts ; and 
it is in the name of that friendſhip which unites two free na 
tions, that I now wiſh to induce you to ſecure the co- open. 
tion of men cloathed with your confidence in our ports, to 
prevent ſuch monſtrous abuſes. Your well known character 
is a gurantee, that you will ſecond with alacrity the adoption of 
meaſures which, without wounding the ſacred rights of hol. 
pitality, may fruſtrate the intrigues of individvals who, under 
the cloak of that title, and through the means of conformity d 
manners, habits, language and cuſtoms, receive with impu- 
nity from the treaſures of England means of corruption, 2 
thouſand times more dangerous to us than the chance of battles 

I ſubmit with confidence to your wiſdom the means whuch 
would appear to me proper to attain this end. 

You could, Citizen, direct the conſuls of the United States, 
to invite every captain of an American veſſel not to land 
either men or goods, when arriving in our ports, without till 
calling on the maritime agent, to communicate to him the 
intention of his voyage; the nature and quantity of the mes 
chandize on board his veſſel, and their deſtination ; . where 
ſhipped, and the number of his paſſengers. 5 

Each captain might receive, from you or from the conſular 
agents of your nation, the order to exhibit, upon demand, l 
journal and other ſea-papers. | j 

From the nature of the facts I have laid before you, would 
you think, Citizen, that there would be any inconventency, 
that the maritime agent, or an agent of adminiſtration by him 
delegated, ſhould be authorized to go on board in order to a- 
certain the faithfulneſs of the declarations, if they gave roomy: 
for well founded ſuſpicions? And would you not fay, in cake 
their inaccuracy ſhould be proved, that it would be proper Ut 
keep the crew and paſſengers on board, until a decifion fro! 
the committee of public ſafety be had? - You muſt be ſenſible, 
that even in theſe caſes, which, I delight in believing, would 


be very rare, I-ſhould on my part haſten to cauſe to be fur 
niſhed every neceſſary ſuccour and facility; and the indemi 
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ty which might be due, in caſe of the definitive admiſſion of 
the veſſels into our ports, would beſides be ſettled. 

At all events, you will no doubt deem it proper not to ſuf- 
fer the landing of the paſſengers calling themſelves Citizens 
of the United States, until their title to that citizenſhip be 
legally aſcertained by the conſuls of your nation. 

[ beg you, Citizen, to weigh theſe ideas, and to tranſmit 
me yours on the preventive means to be uſed, to avoid 
the repetition of the acts of which I have preſented you a 


picture. anal) 
igne | 
15 | REDON. 


Frum the M. inifler Plenipotentiary of the United States of 4 
rica, to the Commiſſary of Marine. ; 
Paris, Auguſt 3oth, 1795. 


I oBsERvE by yours of the 7th Fructidor (24th Auguſt) 
that you complain of an intercourſe which is ſaid to be carri- 
d on by ſome Americans from the ports of this Republic, to 
thoſe of England 5 whereby a correſpondence by letters 1s 
lept up, money exported and Engliſh people carried out of 
the country: Lou likewiſe complain, that the captains of 
thoſe veſſels aſk exhorbitant prices for the tranſportation or 
pſſage of French citizens from England here; whereby they 
ſubjeCt themſelves, in addition to the ſuſpicion of intelligence 
vith your enemies, to the charge likewife of extortion from 
tie unfortunate z and in remedy of theſe evils you requeſt of 
me, 


it, To inſtruct the conſuls to prohibit the captains of our 
veſſels from landing either men or cargoes, until a return 
of both is given to the maritime agents of the ports where 
they touch; as likewiſe a declaration of the port from 
whence they came. 

2d, That I will arrange it ſo, that every captain ſhall take 
from me or the conſuls his regiſter, or other adequate 
proof of his veſſel being American; by virtue of which alone, 
the ſhall be deemed ſuch, and he entitled to the privileges 
of an American citizen. ef 


| * | . 
Permit me to aſſure you, that whatever regulations this Re- 


public finds it for its intereſt to adopt, and which allow to 
my countrymen the rights of nations and of treaties, in com- 
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happy to adopt, ſo far as depends on me, ſuch regulations az 


ww 


[218 } 


mon with the citizens of other neutral powers, I ſhall not 


only be ſatisfied with; but endeavour, by juſt and ſuitable re- 


preſentations thereof to produce a fimilar impreſſion upon 
the American government ; being perſuaded, that as well in 
the character of nations as republics, it is the mutual intereſt 
of both to cultivate each the friendſhip of the other. - With 
the ſame view and upon the ſame principle I ſhall be always 


may be calculated to promote that deſirable end. 

'The ſeveral particulars of your complaints are compriſedin 
that of the intercourſe between the two countries; if this were 
done away the others would ceaſe ; no correſpondence of the 
kind could afterwards be kept up; no money could be export. 
ed, or Engliſh ſubjeCts carried out of the country; nor could 
any extortion be practiſed upon the unfortunate French citi 
zens, who were imprifoned there. Is it in my power to pre- 
vent this intercourſe ? If it 1s, and this government wiſhes it 
to be prevented, then I ſhould think I merited cenſure if Idid 
not. But you will admit, that this is a meaſure to which! 
am not competent, and that it belongs to the French govern- 
ment alone to do it, as to regulate in all other reſpects it 
commerce : Regulations of mine upon that point would be 
difregarded by our mariners, who would conſider me as uſurp- 
ing a power J had no right to exerciſe ; they might likewile 
be cenſured by this government whoſe intereſt it might be 
to encourage ſuch trade. | 

If then I cannot prohibit this intercourſe, it follows, that 
I can ſubject it to no reſtriction. The ſame power which has 
the right to prohibit, has likewiſe the power otherwile to 
regulate it; and this belongs of courſe to the French govem- 
ment, and to it alone. Nor have our conſuls any ſuch pow- 
cr; their duties are regulated by a convention between the 
two nations, and which excludes every authority of the kind: 
Indeed the exerciſe of ſuch an authority by a conſul of either 
nation, within the juriſdiction of the other, would be deemed 
a derogation from the ſovereignty of ſuch nation, and there- 
fore could not be tolerated. Our conſuls are placed here, % 
yours are placed in America, for the advantage of our citi- 
tizens reſpectively ; to ſee that they enjoy the benefit of tres 
ties, and the rights of nations; not to impoſe on the citi- 
zens any new and oppreſſive regulations. 

If itis the intereſt and wiſh of this Republic to prevent 
ſuch intercourſe, admitting that it does exi::, but of which! 
know nothing otherwiſe than by your letter and the public 
gazettes, which latter ſpeak equally of the veſſels of other 
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neutral powers, as of thoſe of the United States, and it does 
prohibit it, provided the prohibition be general I ſhall never 
complain of it, however deciſive the regulation, or ſevere the 
penalty for infracting it. Whatever laws this government 
makes upon that ſubject, it is the duty of my countrymen to 
obey, and if they violate them, they muſt ſubmit to the puniſh- 
ment ſuch violation merits. IRS OS 

With reſpeCt to the two regulations which you mention ; 
permit me to obſerve, that I deem the firſt, proceeding from 
your government, by arrete of the committee or decree of 
the convention, to be publiſhed and ſent to all the ports, as a 
very ſuitable one, whether the intercourſe is prohibited or not. 
duch a one exiſts in all caſes with us: No veſſel can land its 
cargo in the United States, without rendering an account 
thereof to the authority of the port; nor ought it to be done 
here, either in the caſe of cargo or paſſengers. With reſpect 
to the ſecond, I have to add ; that by the laws of the United 
States, it is already the duty of every captain of a veſſel, to 
have a regiſter from the government of the United States, or 
ſome conſul, deſcribing his veſſel, her burden, &c. and of 
courſe the object, which is herein ſought, is already provided 
for: For you are not bound to conſider any veſſel as Ameri- 
can, unleſs ſhe produces ſome ſuch adequate proof that ſhe is 
ſuch. I have thus anſwered, Citizen, the particulars of your 
ktter, with the ſame freedom with which it was written, and 
beg, likewiſe, to aſſure you, that if any further explanations 
ae deemed neceſſary, I ſhall be happy to give them. 


The Commiſſion of the Marine and the Colonies, to the M. inifler 
Plenipotentiary of the United States of America. 


Paris, 29th Fructidbr, (15th September, 1795.) 
CITIZEN, 


THE committee of public ſafety has juſt remitted to me 
2 material and unequivocal proof of the perſidy which the 
Engliſh exerciſe, with the greater facility, fince they appear to 
derive many opportunities from the fictitious expeditions from 
America to our ports, under American colours. Being con- 
vinced of the deference of the French nation for the friends 
of liberty and our own, I think, citizen, I may confidentially 
©numunicate to you that evidence of the above fact, which 


- > 


(15th September) and the piece encloſed, which was taken a 
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has been forwarded to the government through the hands of 
a repreſentative, by a truſty obſerver. That falſe manifeſt juſt 
fies the ſuſpicion, which I diſcloſed to you in my letter of the 
24th ult. and urges me, while I denounce to you that new ma- 
nœuvre, to requeſt, that you may ſupport, with all your autho- 
rity, the meaſures which the Republic ſhall take, in concert 
with you, to ſecure ourſelves againſt the ill uſe which the En- 
gliſh make of our juſt deference for our friends of the United 
States of America. I ſhall receive with much gratitude, the 
communication of the plan which: you may ſuggeſt, az 
proper to be adopted in this caſe, in order that I may he 
able, on my part, to give the orders required by circumitan. 
ces. I ſhall likewiſe be obliged to you, citizen, if you wil 
pleaſe to ſend back to me the piece herein encloſed. 


(Signed) 


REDON. 


From Mr. Monroe, to the Commiſſary of the Marine and Coloni 
Paris, September 19th, 1795. 
I was favored with yours of the 29th Fructidg 


board an Englith veſſel, and by which I underſtand an attempt 
was made to impoſe her on the ports of this Republic as at 
American one. I am by no means ſurprized, that ſuch at 
tempts are made by the Englith for in the degree that they do 
ſucceed in uſurping the character of different nations (and in 
which uſurpation, in reſpect to the United States, they hare, 
unfortunately, a facility from the uſe of our language) do they 
enjoy the privileges of thoſe nations, and diminiſh the embar- 
raſſments of their own. I regret, extremely, that it is not a 
eaſy for the citizens of France to diſtinguiſh between the d 
tizens of the United States and the ſubjects of England, as1t 
is for ourſelves to do it: For, to us, ſo obvious is the differ- 
ence in the phyſiognomy and manners of the two people, that 
it is as eaſy to diſtinguiſh an American from an Engliſhman 
as a Frenchman from a German. It will require time, howe 
ver, for foreigners to become acquainted with thoſe diſtinguiſh 
ing traits ſo obſervable to ourſelves; and, in the interim, nel 
ther you nor we have any other means whereby tc guard a 
gainſt ſuch frauds, than by a vigilant ſuperintendence of ths 
police in our reſpective lines, and by ſevere and exemplary pu 
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niſhment on your part, when you detect any of the Engliſh 
in ſuch fraudulent attempts. 

I ſhall repeat my inſtructions to our conſuls in the different 
ports, to make known, in all caſes which fall within their 
knowledge, ſuch veſſels and their mariners as, being Engliſh, 
wiſh to be impoſed on the officers of this Republic for Ame- 
nicans; ſo that fuch impoſtors, being detected and puniſhed as 
they ought to be, others may be deterred from like attempts. 
For other particulars upon this head, permit me to refer you 
to my letter of the 13th Fructidor. 


{ have alſo been favored with yours of the 21ſt ultimo, and 


teſpecting which, permit me to aſſure you, that I ſhall with 
pleaſure make to our conſuls the communication intended 
for them, and Jikewiſe obſerve that they perform what it is 
wiſhed they ſhall perſorm. 


Circular to the Conſuls of the United States in France. 
Paris, September 20th, 1795. 


I navs lately received a notice from the commiſſary 
of the marine, that attempts are made by the Britiſh to intro- 
luce their veſſels into the ports of this Republic, under colour 
of falſe American papers, and requeſting me to uſe my en- 
deavors to counteract ſuch abuſes. If I miſtake not, the or- 
lers tranſmitted to you by our government recommend vigi- 
lance and circumſpection on this point, to prevent other na- 
tons availing themſelves of an undue advantage by the uſe of 
luck means. But whether that be the cafe or not, permit 
ne ro call your attention particularly thereto, and to requeſt 
jou would employ every effort in your power to detect and 
maxe known to the proper authorities, all thoſe perſons whom 
jou may have ground to ſuſpect of ſuch practices, which are 
* injurious to our national intereſt and character, as they 
ae to the intereſt of our ally. I incloſe you a copy of certain 
propoſitions adopted by the committee of public ſafety, rela- 


people, thai tnc to the perſons deportes from the colonies. The co- opera- 
Engliſhman of our conſuls being deemed uſeful therein, I have to re- 
time, howeFWwuc't you would facilitate, as far as in your power, ſuch mea- 
- diſtinguiſſ arcs as the government finds it expedient to uſe in the buſineſs 
interim, na queſtion. 

to guard 3 
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From the Committee of Public Safety, to the Miniſter Plempotentiary 
| of the United States of America. | 


Pari, th Thermider, 3d Year of the Republic. 
. { Fuly 234, 1795.) 


WE have received, Citizen, ſeveral complaints from 
French ſeamen at Charleſton, They complain of the 'aQ 
of injuſtice they have experienced fince the beginning of the 
war; of the proclamations publiſhed by order of congrely, 
againſt the privateers in America; of the prohibitions 
againſt the exportation of all kinds of warlike ſtores ; of the 
obſtacles they meet. with reſpecting their prizes, which are al 
ways diſputed, ſeized and reſtored to the enemies of the Re- 
public; of the predilection in favor of the Spaniards and 
Engliſh. It is undoubtedly uſeleſs to obſerve, that theſe com- 
plaints, if they are well founded, are contrary to the ſpirit of 
the treaty of 1778. i 
Full of confidence in the uprightneſs of your principles and 
your earneſtneſs to prevent every thing tending to diſturb the 
harmony which fubſiſts between the two Republics, we do nat 
doubt, but that you will be willing to give us a candid explat 
tion on the ſubject of thoſe complaints, and will concur wid 
us in ſupporting, unimpaired, our mutual intereſts. | 


JEAN de BRY, 
TREILLARD. 


PO 
[ No. XXII. ] _ 
From MR. MoxRoB, To THE SECRETARY OF STATE 


Paris, October 4th, 1795 
SIꝑx, „ 


I HEREWITH ineloſe you extracts from ſeveral | 
ters from Mr. Cathalan, our conſul at Marſeilles, and 0 
which it appears, that a treaty in behalf of the United States 
made with Algiers. I have likewiſe ſince conferred W 
Jean de Bry, of the committee of public ſafety, who is charge 
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with the American affairs and by whom I am informed, that 
otentiary FF like intelligence is received from their conſul at Algiers; ſo that 
the verity of this report cannot be doubted. By theſe extracts, 

as by the communications of the conſuls to the committee, as 

1 | am adviſed, it is to be inferred, that the movements of Mr. 
| Donaldſon were unconnected with the French conſul, and, of 
1795.) Mcourſe, that the aid of this Republic was not extended to us 
In chat negociation. From what cauſe this proceeded, if ſuch 

nts from is the fact, I cannot at preſent divine; but preſume it will be 
the act WM fully explained to you by colonel Humphreys from Liſbon; 
ng of the Wvhere he doubtleſs is before this, having left Paris on his re- 
congrels, ¶ um there about three weeks ſince. It is, however, neceſſary 
ohibitiom Wor me to ſtate to you what took place here in that reſpect, in 
; of the conſequence of colonel Humphreys arrival, prior to the 


ich are a-: Whrccipt of the above intelligence; as likewiſe what has been 
f the Re·¶ ince done in conſequence of that intelligence. 

iards and | was informed by Colonel Humphreys upon his arrival, 
heſe con- bat you wiſhed to obtain the aid of this government in ſup- 


jort of our negociations with the Barbary powers; for which 
urpoſe, indeed, he had come, and that you wiſhed me to aſk 


xciples and br it, in caſe I thought it attainable. From particular con- 
diſturb te erations, and which will occur to you, I felt ſome embar- 
, we do nofillment in making an application for aid of any kind at the 
id explanWſicſent juncture 3 but as I was perſuaded you had weighed 


em, and deemed them no obſtacle, and knew that the ob- 
« was equally preſſed by intereſt and humanity, I imme- 
ately wiſhed to bring the ſubje before the government, 
dalk for ſuch aid; ſtating it was not the aid of funds that 
ewanted, but ſimply the aid of the amicable mediation and 
terterence of this government, and which was promiſed by 
r treaty of alliance, but never performed. Colonel Hum- 
ireys and myſelf were agreed, that as credit for the ſervice 
5 to be a principal motive on the part of France for embark- 
gin it, ſo it would be expedient, on our part to make our ar- 
wzements ſuch, as to give full force to that motive; 
ice thereby ſhe would engage in it with greater zeal, and, in 
nicquence, with proportionably greater effect. It readily 
curred, that the more direct our meaſures were from this 
larter, and the more united and harmonious our councils 
tre in this reſpect, with thoſe of this government, the grea- 
Tits confidence in us would be, and of courſe, the better 
illes, and r proſpect of ſucceſs. Beſides, to give full effect to the in- 
nited States ence of France in the councils of the Dey, and thereby 
\nferred wüßten the peace at the cheapeſt rate, it appeared adviſable ; 
cho is charge“ vr agent ſhould be cloathed with a French paſſport, and 
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if poſſible be a French citizen, and even appear to be an agent 
of France, exhibiting ultimately our power when neceſſary to 
conclude. By this mode it would feem as if France interfer. 


ed as our friend and chiefly from motives of humanity in re. 
gard to our priſoners; whereby we ſhould avoid incul-ating any 
idea of wealth on our part (for wealth and imyoecility are with 
them ſtrong temptations for war) and which would be fur. 
ther ſupported by the long impriſonment of our people. Th 
preſenting, therefore, the ſubject before the government,! 
left the mode or manner of the negociation open for ſubſe. 
quent and leſs formal diſcuſſion; ſecking in that ſtep a dec. 
ſion only upon the firſt point of aid, and which I was explþ 
citly promiſed by the committee and the commiſſary. 

ſoon found however, on touching on the other part, te 
execution, that our anticipation was correct, and that it wat 
expected our agent would depart hence by the rout of Mar 
ſeilles; ſhunning the countries with which this Republic » 
at war, and at which place the government would have av 
ſel provided for him to proceed to Algiers. In furtherant 
of the object, I was furniſhed by the commiſſary with al 
of ſuch preſents as would be ſuitable for Algiers, c. a lite 
ral copy of what they had laſt preſented themſelves, with 
ſpecification of what ſuited the Dey and his miniſters” in pat 
ticular, and which preſents, as introductory, he adviſed usR 
commit to the agent, to be preſented in the commenceme 
according to the uſage of the place, and as their conſul ſhoil 
adviſe. | 
But Colonel Humphreys obſerved to me, that he had el 
Mr. Donaldſon at Alicant, with power to correſpond witht 
French Conſul at Algiers, and act in harmony with him 
being further authorized, in caſe he was invited over by 
conſul, to proceed to Algiers and conclude a treaty with th 
power. Here then an embarraſſment occurred; for it w 
to be feared, and for the reaſons above ſtated, that a milky 
from that quarter, under the circumſtances attending it, wou 
be leſs likely to ſucceed, than if it proceeded directly hence 
and, on the other hand, it was likewiſe to be feared, that 
we adopted the latter plan and deſpatched a perſon hen! 
the two agents might interfere with, and embarriſs, each oth 
Upon mature refſection, therefore, and eſpecially as Colon 
Humphreys had inſtructed Mr. Donaldſon not to act ofthe 
wile than in ſtrict harmony with the French conſul; nor thi 
without an aſſurance of ſucceſs, ſince he, Colonel Hu 
phreys was coming to Paris to ſecure the aid of this gove 
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ment, it ſeemed as if the two modes might be incorpora "_ to 
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into one; of rather as if we might proceed with the buſineſs 
here, counting upon no interference from Mr. Donaldton z 
providing however, in the arrangements, in caſe he ated bo- 
fore Colonel Humphreys returned, and which he concluded 
ans be would not do in ſuch manner as to admit his falling in, 
* incidgntally, and harmonizing with the other agent; and to 
kur. admit likewiſe, let him act as he would, provided he harmo- 
Ty Ml 1i2ed with the French conſul; ſuch an explanation as would 
be fatisfaRtory to this government. Upon this principle there- 
obs. fore, and with the approbation and concurrence of Colonel 
Humphreys, I notified to the commiſſary of foreign relations, 
that we had committed the truſt to Joel Barlow, who was a 
citizen of both Republics, and requeſted the paſſport of the 
government in his: behalf, and alſo in behalf of Mr. Donald- 
ſon, who was eventually to be conſul at Tunis and Tripoli, 
ni whom we fhould-affociate with Mr. Barlow, to guard 
ainſt aceidents it tlie negociation with Algiers; requeſting 
liew:te, that the committee would, in the moſt ſuitable man- 
ber, yield all the ſupport in its power in favour of this nego- 
tation. I ſtated allo, that Mr. Barlow was here and would 
oceed by the molt direct rout in the diſcharge of his truſt, 
ith the preſents we had bought,” amb were buying; according 
the lift furnithed me, for the faid treaty; and was profnif2 
h that what I had aſked ſhould be ftrifkiy complied with: 
d thus ſtood the bum ſs vn the accounts above referred 
b were received, and which I chought it my duty to commu- 
late, that you may be accuratdiy informed of what was, 
ne here in relation thereto. Perhaps you wilt alk, why Mr. 


bt arlow or ſome other agent did not depart hence ſooner, af- 
ch kin" che plan of ſending one was agreed on? The fact is, it 
| by 2 inipoſſtble;' for, owing to the {tate of things here at the 
ith cane, about three or four weeks elapſed, after I applied to the 
r it emment for the aid, before I obtained aranſwer 3 and af- 
aer which, when-it appeared expedient to purchaſe introduc- 


rf preſents, and for which purpoſe money was neceſſary, a 
oubt aroſe, and for reaſons heretofore Explained, whether 
olonel Humphieys draft from France would be anfweredj 
1 which it was thought adviſable to remove in the firſt! in- 
ace. This conſumed about three werks more, and fince 
Mich, every'poſfidle attention has been made to provide the 
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1 Hu When tlie news above noticed arrived; Colonel Hum- 


rey s was at Havre, on his return to Liſpon; and tlie firſt 
rp to be deculed” on, © OY n. 
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ſnould ceaſe; and ſecondly, what fhould be done in that 
caſe, with the preſents already purchaſed. We were both of the 
opinion, and for many reaſons, that it was adviſable he ſhould I int 
notwithſtanding, proceed, and take the preſents with him. 
If any errors had been committed at Algiers, and which it ve 
is poſſible to rectify, we knew he would be able to do it; and 
we were alſo perſuaded, that in other reſpects, a trip to that 
coaſt, whereby he would be enabled to gain an infight into 
the policy of thoſe powers, could not otherwiſe than be « 
great advantage to the United States. Upon this principle 
I have aſked his permiſſion to intimate to you his willingnek 
to accept the office of conſul for Algiers, to which he Hy 
conſented ; and which I now do in a confidence, that ny 
perſon can be found willing to accept that truſt, in whomi 
can be ſo happily veſted z and in which opinion I doubt ies, 
Colonel Humphreys will readily unite, Mr. Barlow lea 
this place upon the plan above ſtated, in the courſe of a fe 
days, and with the preſents in queſtion 3 and for further pa 
ticulars reſpecting this intereſting coneern, I beg to referyo 
to Colonel Humphreys, who will, doubtleſs, be more partie ich | 
lar in his details. ers 1 

Since my laſt Pichegru has alſo croſſed the Rhine, anfncic 
taken Manheim, and in conſequence whereof, the fiege ent « 
more cloſely preſſed on Mayence. Since my laſt too, the Md, 
gic is united by a decree to this Republic; in addition Ment 
which the miſſion of Mr. Monneron to England, oſtenſibly h, 
an exchange of priſoners, but perhaps for other objects, is elent 


only circumſtance which merits attention, | 


From the Minifter Plenipetentiary of the United States of 4 
rica, to the Commiſſary of Foreign Relations. 


Paris, September 1ſt, 1795. * w 


 HavixG at length completed the arrangements whi 
appeared tous neceſſary, with reſpect to funds, preſents 
for proſecuting our treaties with Algiers, Tunis and Trips 
ſo as to be in readineſs to diſpatch the perſons to whom 
negociation with each is intruſted, —I take the liberty to col 
municate the ſame to you, that the aid of this Republic m 
be yielded us in our efforts to accommodate this very imp 
tant object. As ſoon, therefore, as your inſtructions are p 
pared for your agent, or agents with thoſe regencies, with 


ceſſary paſſports for the protection of thoſe whom we ſen . 
| ” e deg 
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that . i | 
oth of the latter will depart hence in diſcharge of the truſt repoſed 
hould I in them. | | 
him. As I have heretofore mentioned to you, that the only aid 
uch it we wanted from this Republic was that of its friendly medi- 
; and ation and influence with thoſe powers, and have alſo appriz- 


o that ed you of the extent of our funds, and the kind of treaties we 


t into 


ſor me to mention the perſons to whom the negociation is to 
be committed on our, part, and with whom your agent will 
aye to co-operate z as likewiſe thoſe who muſt be covered 
by your paſſports. I think proper therefore now to inform 
ou, that we have appointed Mr. Hitchborn,* at preſent in 
aris, with full powers to commence and conclude ſuch trea- 
ties, and who will ſet out in diſcharge of that truſt, as ſoon as 


hom! 


1bt na 


leareiWſc is favoured with your inſtructions for your agent there. 
f a fit as it would not be in his power to proceed further than 
er paiWloicrs, and it is equally neceiſary to form ſuch treaties with 
efer unis and Tripoli, we have thought it adviſable to aſſociats 


ith him Mr. Donaldſon, who will, after the treaty with Al- 


partie . | 
ers is completed, purſue the buſineſs with thoſe other re- 


ne, f encies alone, and who has from our government the appoint- 
fiege Wnt of conſul to refide with the latter, in caſe treaties are 
the Bede with them. We wiſh you therefore, to apprize your 
tion Went accordingly, and to inſtruct him to co-operate with 
fibly ch, or either of thoſe citizens; as both or either may be 
ts, is lent, and circumſtances require. For theſe two, as agents, 


e with the protection of your paſſports, as likewiſe for citi- 
1 Andrews, who will leave this in company with Citizen 
tchborn, particularly charged with the care of the preſents, 
Id for ——2——, who goes as ſervant to Citizen Hitch- 
Im; ſo that we will paſſports for four perſons, in the cha- 
ders above deſcribed. PSA 
As we are inclined to think, as well from paſt difficulties as 
1795' Were recent advices, that the ſucceſs of the miſſion, if it does 
its whiWeceed, will depend principally, if not altogether, upon the 
ents, Nendly aid we ſhall derive from this Republic, ſo we think ic 


of 4 


1 Tech able that the United States ſhould appear to have 28 little 
whom do in the negociation as poſſible ; or, in other words, that 
y to cone) ſhould not appear at all in it, until it be p<ceffary to con- 
ublic made : For if their agents are known to be their agents, or 
ry inpoucr if they are not conſidered as your agents, with our pow- 


with to make; being ſimply treaties of peace: It only remains 


| 


ns are pri, it will follow that the Dey will immediately come to f 


;, with m to treat with them on the part of the United States, and 


we "1 , 
He declined, and Mr, Barlow was then appointed in his ſtead. 
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of courſe. your mediation and influence will he loſt, It will 
therefore be adviſable to keep the United States as much out 
of view as polikble z for the purpoſe of giving full weight to 7 
your inſtuence and the aſſiſtance of France there. I mention 
this that you may give a correſpondent inſtruction, if you ap- 
prove tlfercof, to your agent; and particularly inſtruct him in 
rendering us all poſſihle aid, to concert his meaſures in {tri 
harmony with our agents. | 


ſeilles 


It vill likcwiſe be expedicnt for you to leave your agent ig. '©* 
norant of the extent of our funds, referring him to our agens ad 
for information upon that point, and tor reaſons that were he 
ſore explained. One other ditliculty only yet remains to be ©* 
provided tor. Our agent will probat ly embark from Alicant, i 
and of courſe muit carry the introductory preſents into Spain. W”*** 

It will be improper that theſe ſhould. be ſearched, or known > 
to that government: Can you protect them by a paſſport f 
otherwiſe, from fuch ſcarch; as upon that, in ſome meaſum i" my 
wi] the diſpatch, if not the ſucceſs, of the miſſion depend. n ute 

T laveouly to add, that as all the preparations on our pant >**- 
are complete, we ſtall be happy to have thoſe on yours as foo have: 
as pcilible, | Wa 
by e to 
Dann! 

From Mr. Menroe, to Colonel Humphreys, . 


Paris, Oftober 3d, 1798. 


By the incloſed extracts, if what they ſtate is corre zl, 
it ſeems as if Mr. Donaldſon had acted from himſelf, an 
without the aid of the French conſul. If this be the caſe, It 
will doubtlefs explain to you the cauſe. The price is hight S7 
than I expected it would have been, I could not call on Jen | 
d- Bry : but Mr. Purviance did, the day before yeſterday, d 


this buſineſs in my name, and was informed, that he had hea 2 
nothing from Herculais on the ſubject, and that the only i wy | 
ſtructions heretofore ſent him (being, indeed, thoſe only w- 1 
they could fend him) were, to uſe the influence of this Roe a 
pay with the Dey, to obtain a ſuſpenſion df hoſtilities, 1 ang t 

is part, againſt the United States, However, this you wil g 


underſtand better when you arrive at Liſbon. I ſhall nod 
the event, or rather the report, to this government, that ĩt mi 
A lcaſt for the preſent, take no further meaſure in it. 


Fram Mr. Monroe, ta the Charge d ¶ Saires of Malta, 
Paris, Octaber 4th, 1795. 


I Have juſt received a lctter from our conſul at Mar- 
ſeilles, informing me that the United States had concluded a 
dice with the Regency of Algiers, and of which I fend you an 


nt ig © ee ; 

= tract. I hear likewiſe, that the committee of public ſafety 
ET 15 received the like intelligence from their conſul at Algiers; 
to be at 1 conclude the communication is true; eſpecially as I 


owe the United States have ſought for ſome years paſt to 
xe a peace with thoſe powers, in preference to any other 
rrangement; and to wich conſideration it was I preſume 
wing, that our ſecretary of {tate declined inſtructing me how 
o untwer your propoſition reſpecting thoſe powers, until after 
n attemꝑt to obtain peace ſhould be made and fail. I haſten 
9 giv. you the communication above, in the moment, and as 
wwe received it; aud {hail be happy hereafter to apprize you 
; watever I may hear relative to the ſame. Permit me like- 
e to aſſure you, that if it is the with of your government to 
tun lands within the United States, otherwiſe than in the 
vole heretofore propoſed, I ſhall be happy to give you all the 
wormation-and facility in my power, in purſuing that object. 


ran the Secretary of Slate of the United States, to Mr. Monroe.. 


June 11, 1795. 
zx, 


Tae uneaſineſs which has been diſcovered by the 
French Republic, in reference to our late treaty with Great 
Britain z the comments which you have made upon your in- 
iructions 3 and the anxiety which forever leads the Pre- 
dent to maintain an honorable interchange of friendſhip be- 
een the United States and France, have determined me to 
view our conduct from the commencement of the preſent. 
rar. In it, I ſhall unreſervedly expoſe the policy of the exe- 
tive, as it may be collected from the documents of this de- 
partment ; that the imputation of an alienation from France, 
o ſyſtematically and unremittingly caſt upon our government, 


Bay loſe. its. effect, whercioever that policy ſhall be Lou. 


none was adopted for many months: At this inſtant the pro- 


ry member of government was engaged in the defence of him- 


ſy in exeiting tumults. The convention were 3 
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Thore never was a moment, when the preſident heſitated 
upon theſe trutlis: That the ancient deſpotiſm of France waz 
degrading to human nature; that the people were the ol: 
maiters of their own fortune; free to overturn their old eſta. 
bümments, aud ſubſtitute new; and that any other nation, 
which ſhould preſume to dictate a letter in their conſtitution, 
was an uſurper: But as an adminiſtration of ordinary prudence 
will not enter upon a momentous career, without combining 
the paſt and preſent ſtate of things, and, from a compariſon of 
boch, forming a judgment of the future, —it will be neceſſin 
to follow the intelligence poſſeſſed by the executive in relation 
to the great events occuring from time to time in France. 

With the fate of the king we could have no political concern, 
farther than as it might amount to an indication of the vil 
of the French people. That will, it was intereſting to us to 
undlerſtand; becauſe, being once fixed, whether for the conſti. 
tution of 1791, or one more democratic, it would have given 
us the aſſurance, of which we were bound by public duty to 
be in queſt, —a ſettled and ſtable order of things. 

In this ſenſe, Louis the fixteenth attracted our notice. In 
him was beholden a prince, fallen from the throne of his ancel- 
tors, receiving with apparent ebe pes in lieu of abſolute 

power, the title of reſtorer of liberty, —but diſtruſted by eve- 
ry man. His flight cut all confidence aſunder; and it was 
impoſſible that true reconciliation ſhould ever grow again, 
The revoiution of the roth Auguſt, 1792, was the unavoida 
ble ſequel of what had preceded, and proclaimed: abroad that 
the coullitution was ſhort-lived. | 

Immediately upon this event * only one opinion prevailed 
cas to the badneſs of the conſtitution.” No plan of a new con- 
ſtitution was even reported for a conſiderable time afterwards; 


poſed permanent ſyſtem is locked up from operation; but 
what the permanent ſyſtem will really be is a difficulty which 
few can yet ſolve. | 

If, inſtead of ſearching for the will of the people, the poli- 
tics of the reigaing parties had been conſulted, how tranſitory 
were they? Adminiſtrations were hourly paſſing away. Eve- 


ſelf, or the attack of his neighbour. The Jacobins were bu- 


for guards to protect themſelves from the people. e very 
miniiters declared, that the national afſembly could be brought 
into no kind of conſiſtency. - A national bankruptcy, and 3 
difficuity of ſupplies, were too much to be apprehended, 
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4;rong ſymptoms of anarchy; the ſhedding of blood; and 


tated MM rmation that the queſtion between abſolute monarchy and 
> wal» public muſt: be decided by force, were prophetic of ſome 
: fol: Ml great cataſtrophe. | | 
eſt MW Examine next the external relations of France. The forcign 
tion, MW miniſters, except the miniſter of the United States, had ſleds 
tion, The alliances againſt her were multiplying ; the enemy nume- 
lenceFMWrous ; their object, to erect a military government; the em- 
min; Wpicc of Great Britain on the ſea uncoatrouled ; the French ar- 


on of my undiſciplined; and the affections of the French people not, 


effary WM cecifively directed to any ſpecific object. ; 
ation WW If the United States had panted for war, as much as an- 
. tent Rome; if their armies had been as eſfective as thofe of 


cern, i Pruſſia; if their coffers had been full, and their debts anni- 
will Wbilated, —even then peace was too precious to be riiqued for 


us tolWlihc moſt flattering iſſue of ware 
onſti-l As every political motive diſſuaded us from war; ſo were 
given re without an obligation to enter into it as a party. No 


ity u / federis had ariſen upon our alliance with France: We 
lad not, nor have we yet, been required to execute the gua- 
nntee; and therefore it was unneceſſary to ſpeak concern- 
u. e g E RE, | 

Had we indulged our ſenſibility for the criſis hanging over 
France, and affociated our injuries with hers, the rathneſfs of 
e ſtep would have been proverbial.” An infant country; 
cep in debt; neceſſitated to borrow in Europe; without 
manufactures; without a land or naval force; without a com- 
petency of arms or ammunition; with a commerce clotely 
on. ted beyond the Atlantic; with a certainty of enhanc- 


= 
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t wat 
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4 that 


vailed Mg the price of foreign productions, and diminithing that of 
con- Nur own ; with a conſtitution little more than four years old, 
ards; n a ſtate of probation, and not exempt from foes ;—ſuch a 
2 pro- {Wountry can have no greater curſe in ſtore for her, than war. 
; but hat peace was our policy has been admitted by congreſs; by 
which le psople, and by France herſelf. - France could not have! 


ought otherwiſe ; For had we been active, ſhe would have 


poli- Ween deprived of our proviſions, except by ſnatches; and our 
fitory Wayments to her muſt have been ſuſpended. ' : _ 
Eve · ¶ Tbe proclamation of neutrality, therefore, which was our: 
 bim- Wilt important act, aſter the eruption of the war, deſcrved to 
e bu- Ie the model of our ſubſequent conduct. + 
alling W Another public ſtep of the preſident, although it departed 


ot from the line preſcribed-by the proclamation, was no ſmal} 
ndication of his being reſolved to cultivate a friendſhip with 
le new Republic. Mr. Genet came over as miniſter, upon 
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| © the national convention, of February 19th, 1793, author 


mong other things, upon the following grounds. 


WED! 


che death of Louis the ſixteenth he was the protegs of a panty, 
whoſe downfall had been predicted from Paris in Auguit, 
1792; and it was not improbable, that ſome of the neutrs 
powers would end2avor to inculcate an opinion, that our tres 
ties with France had expired with her chief magiſtrate, who 
had been the organ of the general will, when they wen 
formed. But what ſaid the Preſident? Did he waver in re, 
eognizing them, as compacts with the French nation? Did he 
affect delays ?; Was he eager to ſeize a pretext from the dif 
embarking of Mr. Genct near the ſouthern extreme of q 
continent; his diſtribution of privateering commithons, as hy 
travelled, and his countenance of the French couſals in atto- 
gating a judicial authority over prizes in the United States} 
No, ſir: Mr. Genet was received without a previous enquil 
ry; without a qualification or condition, —immediatelyy 
and with an indifference to the murmurs of the belligeren 
powers. For our miniſter had been before inſtructed, thi 
it accorded with our principles to acknowledge any goveny 
* ment to be rightful, which is formed by the will of the us 
tion ſubſtantially declared.” : 

A few days brought forth a third important circumſtance; i 
our relation to France. He communicated the decroe of 


© jzing the Freneh executive to propoſe a treaty with us oi 
© ſuch liberal principles! as might ſtrengthen the bonds d 
© good will, which unite the two nations; and informed u 
in a letter of May: 23d, 1793, that he was authorized u 
treat 4 :cordingiy.! i. NO | 1 10% 
I really doubt, whether, upon this head, the French Repub⸗ 
lic, if left to herſelf, would utter one remark. But party, 
which, if it be not aboliſhed; muſt be the bane of the 
Union, fights under the popular banners of France, .expetts 
ing to overthrow its adverſary by propagating a belief that fm 
has been ill. treated. Theſe calumnies cannot be more eſfce. 
tually faced, than by examining the commercial relations 4. 
ready ſubſiſting by treaty between the United States al 
France. 7 { 435 
By treaty, the trade of the two countries was placed, 4 receive 
dies, 
th. Tha 
dutied 


The (ul 
r miniſ 
ch of / 


+ 1it. Both parties « engage. mutually not to grant any pam 
* cular favour to other nations, in reſpect of commerce and 
navigation, which ſhall not πmadiately become common ii 
* the other party, who ſhall enjoy the ſame favour freely 
© if the conceſſion was freely made, or on allowing the fan 
« compenſation, if the conceſſion was: conditional” - - + 


Can 7] 


arty, MW 2d. The French were to pay in our ports, &c. no other 
or greater duties or impoſts than thoſe which the nations 
oft favoured are, or ſhall be, obliged to pay, and ſhall enjoy 
ll the privileges, in trade, navigation and commerce, whe- 
er in paſſing from one port in the United States to another, 
xr in going to and from the ſame, from and to any part of the 


wert 

n re orld, which the ſaid nations do or ſhall enjoy. 

id he zd. The Americans were to enjoy the ſame privileges in 
> dige French ports in Europe. In this is included an exemp- 
Foul don of one hundred ſols per ton, © eſtabliſhed in France on fo- 

as he eign ſhips: Unleſs their ſhips ſhall load with the merchan- 


e of France for another port in the ſame dominion z they 
e then to pay the duty aboye mentioned ſo long as other na- 
jens, the moſt fayoured, ſhall be obliged to pay it; the Unit- 
States being at liberty to eſtabliſh an equivalent duty in 
te ſame caſe. CER het gee 
4th. * Free ſhips were to give freedom to goods. 

5th. American or French property on board of enemy 
lips was con fiſcable. | | 

6th. Regulations were made for contraband; and the car- 
ing on of war by either againſt its enemies, ſo as to prevent 
jury to the other. 4 
1th, The Americans were to have one or more free ports 


athor- 

us oiffFranted to them in Europe, for bringing and diſpoſing of their 
ds offcrchandize z and the free ports, which had been, at the date 
ed u the treaty (May 6th, 1787) and were then, open in the 
ied u ench iſlands of America were to be continued to the Ame- 


Mr. Jefferſon, in his report to congreſs, on the ſtate of our 
mmerce and navigation, ſums up the important reſtrictions 
weeeding from France, to be: | 


ſt, That as far as the ſummer of 1792, our rice was heavily 
dutied in France. | 3 | 

d. That our fiſh and ſalted proviſions were under prohibito- 
ty duties in France, | | 

. That our veſſels were denied naturalization in France. 

th. That our ſalted pork and bread-ſtuff (except maize) were 
received under temporary laws only in the French Weſt-In- 
dies, and our ſalt fiſh paid there a weighty duty: And 

th, That our own carriage of our own tobacco was heavily 
dutied in France, | | | 


The ſubjoined extracts from letters of this department to 
r miniſter in Paris, on the 23d of January; 1oth of March 


02 1 och of April; 16th of June, TID and on the 12th of 
H | 
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| March, 1793 ;—beſpeak our earneſtneſs for an extenſion of our wh 
4 commer treaty with France. 5 | ift 
| f „ + . in ! 
EXTRACTS. - | fn She 


„ 2 34 I feel myſelf partieularly bound 66 recdn exp 
mend, as the moſt important of your charges, the patron =rt! 
age of our ecommerce and the extenſion of its privileges, both 


in France and her colonies; but more eſpecially the latter per 
March 1eth. « We had expected ere this, that in emu 
ſequence of the recommendation of their predeceſſors, fond mar 
overtures would have been made to us on the ſubject of alte 
treaty of commerce; an authentic copy of the recomma ner 
dation was. delivered; but nothing ſaid about carrying it i ed t] 
to effect: Perhaps they expect that we ſhould declare i den 
readineſs to meet them on the ground of treaty; if they d place 
we have no heſitation to declare it: In the mean time, color 
the preſent communications produce any ſenſation, perhap here 
it may furniſh a good occaſion to endeavour to have m hut i 
ters replaced in ſtatu quo; by repealing the late innovatiui uch 
as to our ſhips, tobacco and whale oil. It is Tight | Fran 
things ſhould be on their ancient footing at opening i beir 
treat the m 
April 28th. I hope that theſe manifeſtations of friend vitho 
diſpoſitions towards that country, will induce them ton This 
peal the very obnoxious laws reſpecting our comment while 
which were paſſed by the preceding national aſſembly. I which 
preſent ſeſſion of congreſs will paſs over without any ot. 
notice of them than the friendly preferences before n Vurab 
tioned ; but if theſe ſhould not produce a retaliation of g the 
on their part, a retaliation of evil muſt follow on ours: our 
will be impoſſible to defer, longer than the next ſeſſont Marc, 
congreſs, ſome counter regulations for the protection of al ton a1 
navigation and commerce. , I muſt intreat you, therefor the tw 
to avail yourſelf of every occaſion of friendly remonſtrand Icannd 
on this ſubject. If they with an equal and cordial treu w] 
with us, we are ready to enter into it. We would willing 
that this could be the ſcene of negociation, from con emme 
derations /uggeſted by the nature of our government, which reef a 
readily occur to you.” What 
June 16th. * With reſpect to the particular objects FF '* 2 
commerce ſuſceptible of 5 placed on a better footiny ated by 
on which you aſk my ideas, — they will ſhew themſelves" ld ret 
the encloſed table of the ſituation of our commerce wie, tha 
France and England. That with France is ſtated as it ſtog again 
at che time J left that country, wen the only objeF"> 1 75 
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t whereon. change was {till deſirable, were thoſe of ſalted pro · 
« viſions, tobacco and tar, pitch and turpentine : The firſt was 
in negociation when, I came away, and was purſued by Mr. 
Short with proſpects of ſucceſs, till their general tariff ſo un- 
expectedly deranged our commeree with them as to other 


admitted amelioration during my ſtay in France. The tem- 
per of that period did not allow eyen the eſſay, and it was as, 
much as we could do to hold the ground given us by the 

fon marſhal de Caſtries' arret, admitting us to their colonies with 
& of ſalted proviſions, &c. As to both theſe. branches of com- 
ame merce, to wit, with France and her colonies, we have hop- 


zit i ed they, would purſue their own propoſition of arranging 
re ou them by treaty, and that we could draw that treaty to this 
hey d place. 'There is no other where. the dependence of their 


colonies on our ſtates for their proſperity is ſo obvious as 
here; nor where their negociator would feel it ſo much. 
But it would be imprudent to leave to the uncertain iſſue of 
ſuch a treaty, the re-eſtabliſhment of our commerce with 
France, on the footing on which it was at the beginning of 
their revolution. That treaty. may be long on the anvil; in 
the mean time, we cannot ſubmit to the late innovations, 
vithout taking meaſures to do juſtice to our own navigation. 
This object, ebe is particularly recommended to you; 
rhile you will alſo be àvailing yourſelf of every opportunity, 
which may ariſe of benefiting our commerce in any other 
part. Tam in hopes you will have found the moment fa- 
yourable on your arrival in France, when Mr. Claviere was 
n the miniſtry, and the diſpoſitions of the national aſſembly | 
lavourable to the miniſters.” 3 8 2 2 
March 12th, 1793. Mutual good offices, mutual affec- 
ton aud ſimilar principles of government, ſeem to. deſtine 
the two nations for the moſt intimate communion : and 
cannot too much preſs it on you to improve every opportu- 
ity which may occur in the changeable ſcenes which are 
palling, and to ſeize them as they occur, for placing our 
commerce with that nation and its dependencies; on the 
ſreeſt and moſt encouraging footing poſſible. 3 
What were the correſponding efforts of our miniſter rela- 
e to a treaty of commerce? In June 1792, he was in- 
ated by Dumourier, then miniſter, to defer it until he 
ould return from the frontiers; who intimated at the ſame 
rce wie, that France ſtood in need of no alliances; and that he 
5 againſt all treaties other than thoſe of commerce. In 
V objeb ly, 1792, our miniſter had © repeatedly called the mmiſter's 


articles. Our, commerce with their Weſt Indies had never 
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attention to the obnoxious acts of the (thin) Kite affembh, 
© and to their propoſition of a new commercial treaty. II. 
© reply was, that for himfelf he would be glad to ſettle every 
« thing to our miniiter's ſatisfaction; but that his miniſter * 
c exiſtence was too precarious to undertake any extenfive play © 
c that the attention of government was turned too'ſtronglMl * | 
c towards itſelf (in the preſent moment) to think of its 2xteriiſl * | 
< znterefls ; and that the aſſembly, at open, war with the ex * « 
© cutive, would certainly reject whatever ſhould be now pt *© | 
© ſented to them.“ The eefiowihg extracts of dur miniſter! 


letter to Mr. Chambonas on the gth of July, 1792, anda © © 
his anſwer on the 23d of the fame month, ſhew the me; 
of cur government fer the improvement of the treaty, * mi 
LTNANSE ATT)! atic 

© T ſhould, however, fail in my duty towards my nation, Si My 

© and I ſhould offer but a feeble teſtimony of the attachmia del 
© which I have for ſo many years vowed to yours, if I Wei ter 
« diſſimulate the diſcontent, which the decrees of the c ; ... 
c tuent aſſembly, infringing the ſyſten. of commerce, el ; ;. 
< bliſhed between France and the United States, before M co 
© year 1789, have excited in America. I forego all remain ; ci 
« on that ſubject, becauſe I leave it to your wiſdom and Wl bu 
« ſentiments of your nation; and I dare believe, that even ce 
© it concerned merely its own intereſts, the national aſſembly ; .1; 
© would no longer ſuffer regulations to exiſt, which fall « off 
© harder upon the French conſumers, than they injure M na 
American traders. 'There is another object, Bir, to wh ber 
c you will, no doubt, pay all the attention that its importan me 
« deſerves. The conſtituent aſſenibly expreſſed its del ko, 
that the king ſhould negociate a new commercial treaty mne 
America. It has been communicated to the Preſident c ,c. 
© the United States, by the miniſter plenipotentiary of 1 
c majeſty. But this project has until now been wichen «© this 
« felt. I am directed to aſſure you, Sir, that the Uni mar 
© States are ready to receive with real pleaſure any over c 
on that ſubject, which ſhall be made them, and that M I - 
c wiſh to eſtabliſh that treaty on baſes, juſt, ſolid and reap notice 
< cally uſeful to both nations. The miniſter plenipotentul in his 
of France at Philadelphia, has the beſt opportunity of wean The 
< ing its advantages, and I dare aſſure you before hand, to ni 
if he is charged by the king with that negociation, WW art 
7 will meet, on our part, the mot friendly diſpoſitions. 1 that | 


will give me very great pleaſure, Sir, when you ſhall pe 4%, 
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to authoriſe me to write that he is entruſted with that buſi- 
t neſs.” 1488 | | | 
uly 234 1792. * I ſhall likewiſe lay before them, the 
« deſire which the American government exprefles, to ce- 
ment the union of the two people, by a new treaty of com- 
« merce, and I ſhall immediately take the orders of the king 


for - commencing that important negociation. I do not 


doubt, but it will ſoon be brought to a happy concluſion 
© ſince the two governments are equally deſirous of eſtabliſn- 
ing the new treaty on the baſis of the ſtricteſt juſtice, and 


c conſequently of the reciprocal advantage of both people.” 55 


On the 13th of February, 1793, we were informed by our 
miniſter, that he having been inſtructed to transfer the negoci- 
ation of a new treaty of commerce to America, the thing wiſh- 
ed was done; and that we may treat in America. 

Mr. Genet's abovementioned letter of the 23d of May, 1792, 
incloſing the decree of February 19th, 1793, concluded in 
theſe words. The obſtacics raiſed with intentions hoſtile 
© to liberty, by the perſidious miniſters of deſpotiſm; the ob- 
# ſtacles, whole object was to ſtop the rapid progreſs of the 
© commerce of the Americans, and the extenſion of their prin- 
ciples, exiſt no more. The French Republic, ſeeing in them 
© but brothers, has opened to them, by the decrees now en- 
© cloſed, all her ports in the two worlds; has granted them 
© all the favors which her own citizens enjoy in her vaſt poſ- 
( ſeſſions ; has invited them to. participate the benefits of her 
navigation, in granting to their veſſels the ſame rights as to 
© her own, and has charged me to propoſe to your govern- 
ment, to eftablith in a true family compact, that is in a na- 
tional compact, the liberal and fraternal baſis, on which 
© ſhe wiſhes to ſee raiſed the commercial and political ſyſtem 
© of two people, all whoſe intereſts are confounded. 

© I am inveſted, fir, with the powers neceffary to undertake 
this important negociation, of which the ſad annals of hu- 
© manity, offer no example before the brilliant era at length 
* opening on it. | 

I find no anſwer to this letter from Mr. Jefferſon; and he 
notices the ſteps which were taken in conſequence of it only 
in his letter to Mr. Morris, on the 23d of Auguſt, 1793, thus: 
© The ſenate being then (23d May, 1793) in receſs, and not 
* to meet again till the fall, I apprized Mr. Genet, that the 
* participation, in matters of treaty, given by the conſtitution to 
that branch of our government, would, ofcourſe, delay any 
* definitive anſwer to his friendly propoſition. As he was 


a Pan 
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* ſefifible of this circumſtance, the matter has been wndeeſtogd, 


©to lie over, till the meeting of the ſenate.” a 
Upon this: conduct of Mr. Jefferſon, many invidious com- 


ments have been circulated; and it has been peryerted into a 


teſtimony of our evaſion, and of our diſaffection to France, 
with a deſign to foment diſſentions between the two Repub. 
lies. Your exertions will doubtleſs fruſtrate the evil pur. 
poſe. 1 Wag: 2 21 1% . rio 

Long had we been ſoliciting from France a reviſion of the 
treaty of commerce; ſuffering, in the mean time, ſeverities 
from her commercial regulations. Can any rational man be- 
lic ve, when he reads the preceding confidential letters from the 
department of ſtate to our minitter in Paris, that they were 
fabricated to deceive ? Deception muſt have been gratuitous, 
without an object, and therefore too abſurd to be dwelt up- 
on. Upon'the ſuppoſition of ſincerity on our part, in the pro- 


ſeſſion of a deſire to improve the treaty, what culpable cauſe 


can be aſſigned for repelling an immediate negociation ? Were 
we looking for an adverſe ſtroke to the affairs of France, in'or- 
der to fqueeze out greater commercial indulgencies ? We 
have been charged by Great Britain with too lively a ſympa- 
thy with her ſucceſſes. Were we diitruſtful of the iſſue of the 
conteſt ? There were few men, who were not divided in their 
ſpeculative opinions upon this occaſion. But the preſident 
came to an inſtantaneous deciſion, by receiving Mr. Genet 
in the face of the war with Great Britain; recognizing the 
treatics, continuing to pay our debt to France, and accommo- 
dating her with money by anticipation. Had the cauſe of re 
publicaniſm any connection with a change in the treaty d 
commerce? I cannot diſcover it; or if it had, whoſoever fhall 
deny it to be efpouſed by our government, or ſhall inſmuate 1 
leaning towards England, is no leſs baſe, than unfounded in bis 
calumnies. In ſhort, it is abſolutely incomprehenſible, why 
the executive ſhould, from a policy which it will not avow, 
put off a treaty, for the reforming of old commercial ftipulz- 
tions, when every melioration of our trade was fo cloſely all- 
ed with the expectations of profit to the huſbandman and 
merchant, created by our neutrality. | 

There was no ſuch evaſion; and the agreement or under- 
ſtanding between Mr. Jefferſon and Mr. Genet, cannot be 
wrought into ſuch a ſhape. Being without documents, con- 
taining the whole of their converſation, J have no other clue 


to it, than the letter of Auguſt 23d, 1793, the nature of the 


ſubject, and the circumſtances of the period, as explanatory 
of the poſtponement of the negociation, | 7 
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4 It is of no conſequence to enquire, whether it was or was 
rot more agreeable to Mr. Genet, that the negociation ſhould 
40 lie over 3 when he heard, that a definizzve anſwer muſt be de- 
92 layed, until the meeting of the ſenate. Notwithſtanding it 
5. has the appearance of being the voluntary act of both; eſpe- 

cially as Mr. Genet ſuffered it to reſt upon an oral diſcourſe, 
_ and never had, nor aſked, a written anſwer ; yet let it be con- 
| ceded to have been, on the part of Mr. Jefferſon, an act of the 
co government, and on the part of Mr. Genet, a reſpectful ſub- 


be wiſſion. | | 
l What Mr. Jefferſon aſſerted is true; becauſe the preſident 


the can make treaties, only with the advice and conſent of the ſe- 
I vate. A definitive anſwer was therefore neceflarily deferred. 
w_ He did not alledge, that intermediate diſcuſſions could not take 
"> pace; nor indeed does it appear, that either of thoſe gentle- 
Me men turned their attention to the preliminary negociation z 
fer _ might have been opened before the aſſembling of the 
enate. 5 | 
* But if Mr. Genet had even preſſed an immediate negocia- 


ton, weighty obſtacles, very different from evaſon, or aliena- 
25 tion from France, ſtood in the way. 1. On the declaration 
het of war between France and England, the United States be- 

{ing at peace with both, their ſituation was ſo new and unex- 
perienced by themſelves,” that it was extremely defirable to 
exclude any buſineſs, which would abſorb much time, and 
might be poſtponed ; in order that the executive might be 
membarraſſed in its ſuperintendance of our neutrality. Al- 
though the labours of my predeceſſor, from the commence- 


77 ment of the war to the early part of September, 1793, have 
ate 2 been ſeen by the world, yet cannot they judge of the perplexi- 
ry di Dies and refearches which were the foundation of the docu- 


ments publiſhed, and which hourly occupied not only the 
preſident himſelf, but thoſe officers alſo, who were around 
bim. Hiſtory had forewarned us, that, as a neutral nation, 
encompaſſed by the miniſters of the belligerent powers, inflam- 
ed with a jealouſy of the public functionaries, not a day would 
pals without a complaint, a demand, a ſuſpicion, and a thou- 
and temptations to irritability. Piles of papers, verifying 
noſe predictions, are now before my eyes. 2. It was not to 
e ſuppoſed, that a new treatyof commerce could be entered in- 
to without much reflection. In this view, every hour gain«d 
as beneficial. 3. The power of the preſident to authorize the 
*cretary of ſtate, or indeed any otherperſon, to digeſt the mat- 
er of a treaty, has been recognized in practice in ſeveral forms; 
one of which is barely to nominate, with the advice and con- 
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diately; but which do not appear to have influenced his de- 
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ſent of the ſenate, and occaſionally to conſult them. The laſt 
was the courſe which was obſerved, in the only treaty which 
has been negociated at the ſeat of government, the treaty 
with the Creek indians at New York, in 1790. The ſenate 
being on the ſpot, and therefore convenient to the negociation, 
were aſked, as the ſubject was paſſing, whether they would 
ratify certain clauſes, it inſerted in the treaty. In the re-ad- 


juſtment of the treaty of commerce with France, it was pro- 


bably wiſhed to repeat the ſame meaſure. - 

What would have been gained by France, by precipitating 
the negociation ? The preliminary diſcuſſions might, perhaps, 
have been cloſed a few months ſooner on the fide of the preſ- 
dent; but it is entirely uncertain, whether the affair would 
have been expedited by any ſtep, ſo much as by conſulting the 
ſenate upon points of particular magnitude, before the whale 
work was ſubmitted to them. This is among the advantages 
which may be embraced in a negociation in the United States 
and is unattainable in a negociation elſewhere. However 
a commencement had been made, I queſtion whether | from 
the time which is indiſpenſable for ſo grand a tranſaChes, 
and the unavoidable interruption incident to the new {tated 
things, we ſhould not have been obliged to interrupt the pro- 
greſs, upon a plea ſimilar to that of the French miniſtry, that 
we were too much employed in ſteering clear of the war, toat 
tend for the preſent to the remoulding of the treaty. | 

Had the executive been indiſpoſed to the treaty, why da 
he in a manner pledge himſelf to negociate when the * 
ſhould meet? Why was our miniſter in Paris iuſtructeq, oi 
the 23d of Auguſt, 1793, © To explain to the executive d 
France this delay; which has prevented, as yet, our formal 
« acceſhon to their propoſition to treat; to aſſure them, that 
© the preſident will meet them, with the moſt friendly diſpols 


tions, on the grounds of treaty propoſed by the national 


© convention, as ſoon as he can do it in the forms of the con- 
« ſtitutionz and of courſe to ſuggeſt, for this purpoſe, that 
© the powers of Mr. Genet be renewed to his ſucceſſor,” *& 
© formal acceſſion to the propoſition to treat, and a negous 
tion in the forms of the conſtitution,” appear to be fl 
preferred to informal diſcuſſions, for the reaſons already a 
ſigned. It is impoſſible to look into this ſubject, without 
remarking, that other principles may be conceived, up® 
which the executive might have refuſed te treat imme 


tenſ1 
great 
tereſt 
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lis attention muſt have been arreſted by the diction of 
af Mr. Genct's overtures. The Preſident and the French Re- 
ich public had hitherto agitated a change in commercial regulations 
aty onty; when Mr. Genet announces a defire to modify the po- 
ate iu connection alſo. The preciſe meaning of the term po- 
om ical, was not very obvious; though the moſt natural inter- 
ld pretation was, that the political relation, eſtablithed by the 
ad- treaty of alliance, was propoſed to be reviſe. 
bo- The movements which have been noticed of Mr. Genet, 

before his arrival at Philadelphia from Charleſton, were in 
ting perfect unifon with this interpretation. The very dectee of 
aps, he th of February, 1793, liberal as it was in its language, 
rel» WJ manifeſted that the recent and exiſting war was a chief cauſe 
in dictating che conceſſions : For the French colonies could 
not be fed without ſupplies from the United States; and the 


abe e on of the law of May 15th, 1791, which had inhibit- 
ages el the Americans from introducing, ſelling and arming their 
ates, A reſſels in France, and from enjoying all the privileges allow- 
en Wed to thoſe built in the ſhip yards of the Republic, was cal- 
from {Mſculated to convert out ſhips into French privateers © © - © * 

tion, Lo confirm the real views of tlie executive council of France 
ite of Win the regeneration of the treaty, recollect theſe - paſſages in 
{ pro- r. Genet's inſtructions. eee en 11270 Sf6al 7 

, that WI That the executive council are diſpoſed to ſet on foot a 
to at il negociation upon thoſe foundations, and that they do not 


know but that ſuch a treaty admits a latitude {till more ex- 


did WF tenfive, in becoming à national agreement, in which two 
. great pegple ſhall fuſpend their commercial and political in- 
d, on tcrefts and eſtabliſ a mutual underſtanding; tobefriend the 
ive of WF Empire of liberty, wherever it can be embraced; to guar- 
ormal WF ant) the ſovereignty of the people, and puniſh thoſe powers 
, that WF who ſtill keep up an exclufive colonial and eommiereiat ſyſ- 
iſpoli- Wi tem, by declating that their veffels ſhall not be received in 
tiond WF tlic ports of the Contracting parties. Such a pack, which - 
e con · the people of France will ſupport with all the energy which 
„ that i diltin gulſhes them, and of which they have already given ſo 
' © ARE any propfs, Will quickly conttibute to the general” emati- 
gociv WI cipatiow'of the new world. However vaſt this project may 
ze fill de, it will not be difficult to execute, if the Americans de- 


dy a. termine on t.; ank it is to convince them of its practicable 

vithout A lity that Citizen Genet müſt direck all his attention: Fer, 

pos deſides the advantages Which Humanity in general Will 

imme · I draw from the ſuecefs of Tuch a negocation, ve Rave at this 

his de · ¶ moment 4 particular intereſt in taking ſteps to ack efflcaci- 

ouſly agamft England and Spain; if, as every thing an- 
| I > | 


n | 

nounces, theſe powers attack us from hatred to our princi- 

ples ; if the Engliſh miniſters, inſtead of ſharing in the glo- tj 
ry of France, inſtead of conſidering that our liberty, as well pol 
as that of thoſe people whoſe chains we have broken, Yor. M #4 
ever eſtabliſhes that of their own country, ſuffer themſelyes and 
to be influenced by our enemies, and by thoſe to the liber. 
ty of mankind, and embark with every tyrant againlt tha 
cauſe which we are defending. 'The military preparations 
making in Great Britzin become every day. more and more 
ſerious, and have an intimate connection with thoſe of Spain, 
| The friendſhip which reigns between the miniſter of the lf 
© power and thoſe of St. James” proves it; and in; this fitux 
| c tion of affairs we ought to excite, by all poſſible means, the 
© zeaiof the Americans, who are as much intereſted as ou. 
« ſelves, in diſconcerting the deſtructive projects of G 
the third; in which they are probably an object. The 
© own ſafety ſtill depends on ours, and if we fail they wil 
'* ſooner or later fall under the iron rod of Great Brita 
© 'The executive council has room to believe, that theſe n 
.< ſons, in addition to the great commercial advantages whit 
Ve are diſpoſed to concede to the United States, will deter 
mine their government to adhere to all that Citizen G 
s ſhall propoſe to them on our part. As it is poſſible, hoy 
ever, that the falſe repreſentations which have been madett 
+ congreſs of the ſituation of our internal affairs ; of ti 
.* ſtate of our maritime force; of our finances, and eſpecil 
© of the ſtorms with which we are threatened, may 
her miniſters, in the negociations which Citizen 'Genet ig 
.< truſted to open, adopt a timid and wavering conduct, 
executive council charges him, in expeCtation that the 
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merican government will finally determine to make a con 

mon cauſe with us, to take ſuch ſteps as will appear to hit Let 

exigencies may require, to ſerve the cauſe of liberty andi tha 

| freedom of the people.” 1 repub; 

. The project, therefore, of a treaty on the baſis of Mr. multi 

18 = _net's propoſitions, ought to have been well explored being ental 
1 the firſt advance. To aſſent to them, if it would not M "s5 
been a departure from, neutrality, would at leaſt haye m change 

| | . nified the ſuſpicion of our faith, without a cqnfidence in wil moven 
4 that neutrality muſt always be inſecure : To Teje&t them 3 
u 


to incur diſcontent, poſſibly a breach with our ally. 
. | . C C 
j | | ; Councils of nations ought to be ſuperior to the paſſions wil. Com 
[ | drive individuals. Permanent good being the polar ſtar ng ſuc 
b te former, they will often have to encounter the impe — 
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6/4 fty of the latter, who ſubſtitute occaſional feelings for ſoynd 0 


| lic 

a Almitting that the non-eſtabliſhment of a conſtitution, 
and the rapid ſucceſſions in the adminiſtrative bodies, could 
not weaken an agreement, once fixed, even under the preſ- 
ſure of war, there was no probability that the party, whoſe 
niſionary Mr. Genet was, would much longer tread the 
lage; nor any ſecurity, that his overtures would equally 
pleaſe thoſe who ſhould riſe upon the ruins of his friends, 
IC knew from letters ; that as far back as Auguſt, 1792, 
he movers of the revolution on the 1oth of that month were 


8 doner or later deſtined to be victims: That in January, 1793, 
5” ng hey were conſcious of the downfall which awaited them: 


at in March, 1793, an inſurrection was brewing for the 
eſtruction of the Gironde; and that the revolutionary tribu- 
1, vaſt and unbounded in its domination, had been erected, j 
Brin © this, then, a ſeaſon for © modifying the political connec- 
jon; when we might have drawn hoſtility upon our heads, 
z wid) ><traying a ſpirit not impartial, and by taking meaſures, 
ch amid the fluctuations in the leaders of the French poli- 
es, might not have been ſanctioned? And what did actual- 
happen? The conduct of the Robeſpierrian faction was di- 


made cy the reverſe of the Briſſotine: The one encouraged, the 
erer aboliſhed, private trade. For the evidence of this fact, 
ſpeci refer you to your own knowledge; to the vexations of our 
| * JMnmerce; to the decrees which violated our treaty; and to 
0 e decree of October, 1793, which took all trade into the 
rack, l nds of government. Nor can I omit the demonſtration. of 


general inſtability, as it was delivered in a late report of the 
e committees. 


BY 6 Let us be perſuaded, and let us proclaim it openly ; ; it is 
ar to to that etual change that all our evils are owin Our 


republican annals do not yet include three years, and by the, 
c Mr. M multiplicity of events, twenty centuries appear required to 
ed belt contain them. Revolutions have followed revolutions; men, 
| things, events and ideas,—all have changed; every thing 
changes yet, and in this continual ebb and flow of oppolite 
MW movements, in vain would the government pretend to that 
hem confidence which can only be the reſult of a ſteady and wiſe | 
conduct, and of a conſtant attachment to principles. 
« Commerce necefſarily diſappeared through this aſtoniſh- 
lar ſtar ng ſucceſſion of contrarieties; and in a country, where in- 
dwiduals, incapacitated for making any ſure calculations, ſee 


around them nothing but a wide proſpect of changes. 
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Credit is a tender plant which needs gentle and regular 
F winds, and cannot grow in a ten. peſtuous clime, or ſoil o,. h: 
c Ci ditturbed. eg . PE TI. 2 

It is time we ſhould put a period to the reign of uncertain fa 
$ ties, and fix invariably the principles of juſtice, equity and 
« loyalty, wich ſhould bc the guides of our conduct. I Fr 
© us haſten to ſubject tie internal adminiſtration to a regul: rat 
© fſyſtem: Let us ctpecially take care that no meaſure ex | 
give, rile io fears conceruing the ſolidity of the mortgageꝗ pl: 
Our aingnats. | | ; + I. a 

« When the government, iteady in its march, ſhall hal co. 
« ſhewn the rcal end they aim at; when it ſheil haye rende bar 
d an account to itſcif and to others, cf, the ſyſtem it ul & 
ten ds to adopt; when the convention, diſmiſſing thoſe u ſup 
« {Qrtunate bicketings which have too often impeded. th pur 
© progreis, ſhall attend ſolely to the happineſs of the people Fr. 
« when they ſhall not ceaſe to reject with indignation all we 


« ſurcs which can infringe, in the leaſt degree, the principe dou 
« of juſtice and good faith, which ſhould direct them ;=the 1 
c all alarms will be at an end, and the reſtoration of the il Jus 
© nances, of credit and of commerce, may be under t:: i. 
with afſurance of ſucceſs.” ch a» 3 ls 
Why the ſubject was nat reſumed with Mr. Genet, is wel 1 
known to every body, who has heard of his exceſſes, and aas {! 
declaration to the French Republic, that we ſhould expect any 
ſucceſſor to be charged with ſimilar powers. His letter of of o 
3 ch of September, 1793, written after the application f V 
his recal was announced to him, was prevented, by the n bes 
lady of Philadelphia, from being received by this departmeſ cap: 
until the 5th of November, 1793. We were then counti 1 
upon a return of the veſſel ſeat to France on that etru lar c 
Congreſs met in December, 1793. Our miniſter's kuf 35 cc 
notify ing his recal, came to hand January 14th, 1794; Wm Tt! 
Mr. Fauchet actually replaced him on tlie 21ſt of 1 85 in th 
1794. Let me obſerve, however, in paſſing from Mr, Gen boun. 
to Mr. Fauchet; that his threat to withdraw the privilegs in aui 
the decree of March 26th, 1793, and the decree, itlelh, 4 TI 
ſtrong ſymptams of the defign of the negociation being m powe 
than one merely commercial. For the different altercatiu our p 
between him and Mr. Jefferſon I refer you to the printed e cond: 
reſpondence. 065 8 14576 unde _ ''} 1124s 128d bs my 10 
„ Mr, Fachet dern ide dee arrelt of Mr, Geng . 
ment. Our co-operation was refuſed upon reaſons a 4 t 1 
* | . 


magnanimity. 
> J Frenc 
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egula A bill paſſed, at his inſtance, for relief of the veſſels which 
oil of. had taken refuge in the porrs of the Un'ted States. 
8 We have advanced money faſter than was due; and full a8 
ertanfaſt as prudence in refpeCt to our own wants word permit. 
ty and The ſtoppage of the Camilla, a proviſion veflel of the 
Ia French Republic, was the effect of the embargo, which ope- 
regula rated equally on all. 
Der Our miniſter was recalled as he defired. Mr. Fauchet com- 
gage d plained of Britith veſſels being ſuffered to depart, during the 
embargo, with Frenchmen who meant to act againſt their 
I hay cou. *:7 in the Weſt-Indies. Occaſional relaxations of the em- 
rende bargo were made in favour of all nations; French, Engliſh, 
1 it u Ec. In the particular caſe complained of, the paſſports were 
000 u ſuppoſed to be granted to American batons i for the humane 
{| the purpoſe of returning to the Iflands ſome of the unhappy 


Mat his inſtance, exported a large quantity of pqwder; 
doubtleſs without his privity. 

The government ſuppreſſed the proſecution againſt conſul 
E 1» of Boſton, as Mr Fauchet deſired. Whatever irri- 

may have been occaſioned by the attorney of the dif 
tif was owing to no inſtruction from the Preſident. 

The demand for diſmantling Cooper's veſſel was inevitable; 
as ſhe had been fitted out in our ports; and whereſoever, in 
any caſe, reſtitution of veſſels was required from us, the rules 
of our neutrality fully juſtified it. 

We reſtored the ſhip William of Glaſgow, and the dama- 
ges during her detention have been aſſured to the agent of the 
captors. 

The ſteps adopted, and promiſed, for executing the SPY 
lar convention, in the apprehenſion of deſerters, are as much 
as could be done or expected. 

The government has, indeed, differed from Mr. Fauchet, 
in the conſtruction of the treaty z not holding themſelves 
bound to exclude Britiſh ſhips of war, except when h came 
in with prizes. 

The general executive has given every inſtruction in his 
power, to prevent French prizes to Pritiſh veſſels coming into 
our ports. Mr. Fauchet has exprels:y by letter approved our 
conduct in one inſtance. But this ſubject is fully detailed in 
P letter of the 29th ultimo, a copy of which is now forward. 
ed to you. 

[prefiine. that the diſſatisfaction at the arms taken from 
the Favourite in New-York, and the omiſſion to ſalute the 


French ſhip of war, have been completely explated, . 


crcatid 
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French fugitives trora thence; and one of them, given to a vei- 


t 2% 1. 

The tonnage FOR was, remitted to- French veſſels, which xt] 

kt had been injured by the Britiſh. | 7 
„ It was impoſſible to reſcue from the law William Talbot ic 
"4 who was charged with being a citizen of the United States, I. o 
# and accepting a privateering commiſſion from France. «q 


we _ Theſe are the moſt material of Mr. Fauchet's tranſactions M« þ 
| with the government; except, indeed, the abolition of the MW: 
embargo; the whole of which buſineſs you witneJcd your- n 
Wy - ſelf, and can ſhew to have ariſen from very diiferent motives, 
than thofe of difregard' to France. 
Although it was requeſted, that Mr. Gener' s ſucceſſor 
| ſhould be charged with commercial powers; yet is it not 
| known or believed that he brought aby. No writing from 
him announced it: Nor yet any converſation with me; unleſs, 
indeed, in November or December laſt; when Macpherſon" 
blues were coming into town, and he and I were together 
| looking out at them from his eaſtern window. He then 
on made ſome caſual obſervations reſpecting Mr. Jay's negocia- 
78 tion, and faid ſomething indefinite as to our treaty of com- 
| merce. My anſwer was; that I ſhould be ready to receive his 
| | overtures. It would have been indelicatc to aſk him tormally 
1 whether he had ſuch powers; but a diſtant hint was given 
by me to him, two or three months after his arrival, upon the 
ſubject; and from his reply, I did not infer, whether he had 
or had not them. I am rather diſpoſed to conclude, that he 
had them not ; becauſe he was appointed miniſter during the 
reign of Robeſpierre; who, as we have ſeen, almoſt extin- 
pet ed commerce; and when a decree was in force aſſuming 
nto the hands of government all trade. 
If Mr. Fauchct had been ready, we ſhould have — 1. 
ſincerely and without procraſtination. in car 
If then, in the circumſtances attending the propoſition ofa WM habit: 
commercial treaty from Mr. Genet, or in the conduct of the ¶ poſts 
United States towards France ſince, nothing improper can be 2. 
found, we ought to conſider, whether in thoſe of the la with! 
_ treaty with Great Britain a ſource of blame can be detected. recipr 
The meflage, in which the preſident nominated Mr. Jay a the ty 
envoy extraor rdinary to his Britannic majeſty, was dated on the 2; No 
16th of April, 1794, and is the text, the examidation of which which 
will develope the total matter, previous to Mr. Jay's depat-· ¶ princi 
_— 3. f 
The communications,” ſays the mellige; c which I have me riv 
5 © mal to you, during your preſent ſeſſion, from the ar , - 
| © patches of our miniſter in London, contain a ferious ae which 
. of our affairs with Great Britain. 1 5 
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he firſt of theſe communications was to congreſs on the 

hich IF oth of December, 1793; in which are the following paſſages: 
: We The vexations and fpoliation, underſtood to have been 

lbot, committed. on our veſſels and commerce by the cruiſers and 
ates, IM * officers of ſome of the belligerent powers, appeared to re- 
9 „ quire attention. The proofs of theſe, however, not having 
tions been brought forward, the deſcription of citizens ſuppoſed 
; the to have lakered, were notified; that, on furniſhing them ta 
'our- the executive, due meafutes would be taken to obtain re- 
ves, Wl dreſs of the paſt, and more effectual provifions againſt the 
future. Should ſuch documents be furniſhed, proper repre- 
« ſentatiens . ill be malle, with a juſt reliance on a redreſs, 
© proportioned to the exigency of the caſe.” ö 


„The Britiſh government having undertaken, by order to 
© the commanders of their armed veſſels, to reſtrain gene- 
rally our commerce in corn and other proviſions, to their 
own ports and thoſe of their friends, the inſtructions, now 
communicated, were immediately for warded to our miniſter 
« at that court. In the mean time, ſome diſcuſſions on the 
ſubject took place between him and them. Theſe are alſo 
laid before you, and I may expect to learn the refult of his 
c ſpecial inſtructions, in time to make it known to the legif- 
ature, during their preſent ſeſſion.” COPY TCO. 
Very early after the arrival of a Britiſh minifter here, mu- 
* tual explanations on the inexecution of the treaty of peace 
© were entered into with that miniſter. "Theſe are now laid 
before you, for your information.“ * ö 
From the documents accompanying this meſſage of Decem- 
ber 5th, 1793, theſe ſubjects Unicive, as depending for adjuſt- 
ment between the United States and Great Britain ;!S * 

1. The inexecution of the 7th article of the treaty of peace, 
in carrying away negroes and other property of American in- 
habitants, and the not withdrawing the garriſons from the 
poſts within the United States. 3 | 

2. Regulations on the part of the Britiſh government, 
with reſpect to the commerce of the two countries; which, if 
reciprocally adopted, would materially injure the intereſts of 
the two nations; and an overture from Mr. Jefferſon, as far back 
as November; 1791, to conclude or negociate arrangements, 
which might fix the commerce between the two countries on 
principles of reciprocal advantage. ; | 

3- The aſcertainment of the river intended by the treaty as 
the river St. Croix. 

4. The additional inſtructions of the 8th of June, 1793, 
Which rendered proviſions to a certain degree contraband z 
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| and the letter to Mr. Pinckney from. this department in con- 

ſequence thereof, 1 1 e (4 oe BY be, 
Nod 5. Other meaſures of, che Britiſh goyernment, in violation r 
lj pf neutral rights. ahn mae N 5 4 ; (Cc 
4 6. The expoſure of American ſeamen to impreſſment; , . 
js and, Fg 2 55 1 (4d 3J bg) * 
750 7. The Britiſh complaints of infraction of the fourth, fifth Oe 
ö and ſixth articles of the treaty, relatiye tothe o 5 lions ol com. « 
is greſs to inforce them; the repealing of laws which exiſted an. = 
; tecedent to the pacification z the enacting of Jaws ſubſe quem « ſo 
to the peace, in contravention of treaty, and the decifion M1 
of the {tate courts upon qu eſtions affecting th e rights 01 ; Titiſh (pe 
ſubjects. + ta e to 
| The deſpatches tranſmitted to congreſs from Mr, Punckney 8, u 
| on the 22d of January, 1794, manifeſt a continuation of the rate 
ſame unfriendly ſpirit in the Britiſh Governnent.  - 
. -With the meſſage, of February 24, 1794, was ſent to con- . 
greſs a letter from Mr. Pinckney, forwarding his converſation & by 
with lord Grenville concerning Britiſh agency, in fomenting It 
the Indian war, and Algerine hoſtility, © Wy 2 
On the 4th of April, 1794, was conveyed to congrh N y 
Mr. Pinckney's letter, encloſing the inſtructions of .the oth al - * 

November, 1793. | ii P 
- In addition 1 and in jurious ſtate of thingsbe« Pat 
tween, us and Great Britain, it had been collected and repo, Mr 
ed to congreſs, from the papers reſpecting ſpoliation; th 1 J 
the Britiſh privateers plundered the American yeſlels ; thr: 8 
them out of their courſe, by forcing them, upon ground . 


-* ſuſpicion, into ports, other than thoſe to which they wer 
« deſtined; detained them even after the hope of a regul 
* confiſcation was abandoned; by their negligence, While 


Dower 
Dcarce 
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they held the poſſeſſion, expoſed the cargoes to damage, and al 

the veſſels to deſtruction, and maltreated the ctews :” Tha Ou 

our occaſional trade to the Britiſh Weſt Indies was burthene urpoſ; 

unneceſſarily; that our veſſels were captured in going to fh reaty 1 

French Welt Indies; and that the bree in the Bi dig 

vice-admiralties were rigorous; tranſgreſſe ſtriet judich ation, 

» Purity, and heaped the moſt intolerable and fruitlels al And 
. pences upon our citizens, who defended their property beton in? 
them. 8 AI 

It makes no part of my object to compare the vanou t woul, 


is, 
J anot] 
ve enm 


8 
- ſchemes which were circulating to face thoſe public diltreſſs L 
nor to prove the ſuperiority of the policy adopted by the exeg 
tive, to commercial repriſals, ſequeitration, and thc ito payer 
: Intercourſe. It is enough to ſay, that his policy is allizaied! 


con- 1 


„be, to purſue peace with unremitted zeal,” before the laſt 
won WF «© reſource, which had fo often been the ſcourge of nations, and 
+ could not fail to check the advanced proſperity of the Uni- 
ent ; i « ted States, ſhould; be contemplated.“ - 

By what means did the preſident expect to execute the 
fifth, work of peace through the agency of Mr. Jay? By an- 


done Wi «© nouncing to the world our ſolicitude for a friendly adjuſts * 


dan. ment of our complaints, and a reluctance to hoſtility : By 
quent « ſending a man who, going directly from the United States, 
ihong © would carry with him a full knowledge of the exiſting tem- 
ric i per and ſenſibility of our country and would thus be taught 
4 to vindicate our rights with firmneſs, and to cultivate peace 
ne with ſincerity.“ The ſenate, therefore, did probably antici- 
of ür pate what might be the objects of this miſſion, when they 
confirmed the nomination. For the preſident details no pow- 
ers, and founds his nomination upon the information poſſeſſ- 
ed by themſelves. | ) 
It has been or may be objected, 1. That the ſenate did not 
contemplate the making of any treaty whatſoever. 2. That a 
Wireaty of commerce, eſpecially, was very diſtant from their 
nind. 3, That the declarations to the miniſter of the French 
Republic here, and the inſtructions to our own miniſter at 
Faris induced a perſuaſion, that the Preſident had not veſted 
in Mr. Jay, powers as extenſive as a treaty of commerce; and, 
q That the treaty with Great Britain is juſtly offenſive to 
rance, | by | 
1. Recapitulate the ſeveral heads of intelligence in the 
power of the ſenate, when the nomination was aſſented to. 
vcarcely one of them could, in the ordinary courſe of pro- 
eeding, be accommodated without an agreement: Some ex- 
reſsly {truck at the inexecution of the paſt treaty. Upon 


) con. 
{ation 
enting 


And why ſhould not a treaty be concluded with Great Bri- 
in? Was it becauſe ſhe had deſpoiled us? The objection 
ould lie with equal ſtrength againſt even a treaty of peace. 
| would forbid a treaty 7 peace even with Algiers, The 
is, that treaties are propoſed by one nation, and accepted 
another, only becauſe they can be mutually hurtful by poſi- 
ve enmity, or by the withholding of ſome benefit. We are 
no danger of being cop by importing foreign vices z 


211 chers, no treaty had ever exiſted, though overtures for that 
ron" 8 poſe had been repeated by the United States. That a 
g % Oreaty would ſpring from ſuch miſſion, and the extinction of 
e Fi er differences, is too clear to be in need of further cluct- 
Je ation, 


- © Britannic majeſty,” The ſenate, in their turn, might hart 
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if treaties mercly, and not our own propenſities, ſhould fac th 
vor them. oo ARIES l. 

2. A treaty of commerce with Great Britain has oe ; 
years been anxiouſly puſhed by the United States: Witnels 3 
the powers given by the old congreſs to Mr. Adams, to nt 
ciate it: Witneſs the clamors againſt her for declining it: . 
Witneſs the argument drawn from thence, for a more ener- 2 
getic government, which ſhould inſpire a dread of repriſal: 75 


Witneſs the bill which paſſed the houſe of repreſentatives at 
an early ſeſſion, diſcriminating between nations having no 
commercial treaty with us, and thoſe which had. What, 


too, was the report of the late ſecretary of ſtate, but a pl . 
for forcing the Britiſh government into a treaty of com- * 
merce ? Has he not clearly unfolded this ſentiment? What ll be 
were the commercial propoſitions, but emanations from te. ch 
ſame ſyſtem ? The want of a commercial treaty was the f. 
gle cixcumſtance, which propped up the ſeverity of the p. N 
poſed diſtinction of duties, and carried through one of the w. _ 
ſolutions. 0 | e408 a Pu 

Excluſively of theſe various acts, the facilities to our com.. * 
merce, both European and Weſt Indian, which would fo, 2 
from ſuch a treaty, rendered it very deſirable. : N 
Perhaps, for a treaty of commerce alone, an envoy wou. be 
not have been thought of. But ſurely, to include in one g be 
neral arrangement controverſies, as well as uſeful compattsMll. . 
was the ſaving of one negociation at leaſt. Some of our ve. o 
ations on the water were owing to the non-exiſtence of tell — 
cuſtomary appendages to a commercial treaty. Paſt ſpola ..“ 
tions might have been compenſated without a treaty; but ati a4 
ty was the beſt aſſurance of the future. In a word, the ſenate 290; 


muſt have been ſenſible of many particulars being compre 
hended by the general outlines of the nomination. | 
When the preſident nominates miniſters, he may, if Ie 
pleaſes, reſtrict himſelf to the name, the grade, and the prince 
or ſtate, He might, for example, have nominated Mr. Ja 


jus: © I nominate John ; to hit 
thus John Jay, as envoy extraordinary to * 


ITecon 
dates, 
ould } 
treat 
ept ou 
0 adju 
t Was « 
wt, acc 


rejected him. But if they had approved him, the preſident 
would have been at liberty to employ him in any negociatiol 
v ith that king. Their power being ample on the completia 
the treaty, they are not a neceſſary conſtitutional party 
{1 2oncoCtion of itz unleſs the prefident ſhould find it exp 
do requeſt their intermediate advice. It would be ſup! 
4:445 to diſcuſs how far he might have limited himſelf 1 
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de terms of the nomination; as I again contend, and hope} 
| fas bave ſhewn, that he did not limit himfelf, 
x; 3. We cannot foreſee the repreſentations, which Mr. Fau- 
— chet is underſtood to be meditating, to the French Republic. 

hut as the duties of nation towards nation did not compel us 
© Wl to divulge to the French miniſter more in regard to the treaty 
yy It: with Great Britain, than that our-treaties- with France were 
ener-. forbidden, by the inſtructions to the envoy, to be infringed,— 
al: © did the preſident approve, that the reſtriction ſhould be 
n communicated to him. This was conformable with the truth, 
and wears no deceptive: countenance. 


_ . Your own. miſtru&tions ſpeak thus: To remove all jealow ſy 
plan , with reſpect to Mr. Jay's miſſion to London, you may ſay; 
Wh that he is-poſitively forbidden to weaken the engagements 


between this country and France. It is not improbable; 
that you will be obliged to encounter, on this head, ſuſpi- 
© cions of various kinds. But you may declare the morivet of 


pre « that miſſion to be, to obtain immediate compenſation for 
he w our plundered property, and reſtitution of the poſts. You 
| may intimate, by way of argument, but without aſcribing'it 
1 to the government; that if war thould be neceſſary, the affec- 


be better ſecured, by a 05 that every ſtep had 
been taken to avoid it; and that the Britiſh nation would 
be divided, when they found that we had been forte into 
it. This may be briefly touched upon, as the path of pru- 
dence with reſpect to ourſelves; and alſo with reſpect to 
France, ſince we are unable to give her aids of men or mo- 
ney. To this matter you cannot be too attentire; and you 
will be amply juſtified, in repelling with firmneſs any im- 
putation of the moſt diſtant intention to ſacrifice our con- 
nection with France to any connection with England.“ 
When we expreſſed a with. * to remove all jcalouſy with re- 
pet to Mr. Jay's miſſion,” it could not have been intended 
0 abandon ſelf dignity, by ſubmitting to the pleaſure or ani- 


" advertions of France, any part of his inſtructions with which; 
Y 10 trance had no concern. A contrary conduct would have been 
ght cconcilable, alſo, with the independence of the United 
tates, and would have put them into leading ſtrings. It 


would have been little ſhort of trepidation under a maſter. 1. 
\ treaty of commerce was altogether. eventual: It was to be 
pt out of fight, until the poſts and depredations fhould be 
o adjuſted as to promiſe a continuance of tranquillity. 2. 
t was eventual in another ſenſe: Being to be concluded or 
wt, according to the degrees of advantage. 3. It was deem- 


\ 


draw our connection cloſer with Great Britain, and that 


with every nation, in whoſe inſtitutions appeared falſe govert- 
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ed important, that Mr. Jay ſhould communicate or not com di 


municate his commereial powers to the Britiſh miniſtry. 4 ch 
Every commercial privilege, which Great Britain ſhould ac. W w: 
quire, would devolve on France on like conditions. What Je 
would France fay, if we were to infiſt, that every embryo-of W cn 
her commercial treaties, —every poſſibility of new commerei- rer 
al arrangements, ſhould be_ laid before our government? to 
Certainly this; that no fellowſhip between the two countries WM dif 
authoriſes an expectation, that one will throw itſelf upon the th: 
diſcretion of the other to mar or not its negociations; and WW an! 
that national honor is an ample guardian of our treaties. n 
Among the numberleſs diſguſts, which nations have enter. 
tained againſt each other, I do not remember that a treaty c 
commerce, which did not undermine the rights of ſome pas. 
ty, was ever magnified into complaint by foreigners. Let me 
cite only two: When Portugal, early in this century, ſur. 
rendered many of her commercial advantages to Great Britain; 
and France, not ten years ago, contracted a diſadvantageou 
treaty with the ſame power; —who remonſtrated but their o 
ſubjects and people ? If we are told that we ought not to 


France will be jealous ; rhe anſwer is, that if we can mult- 
ply the markets for our great ſtaples; if we can purchaſe ou 
foreign goods cheaper, by having many manufacturing nations 
to reſort to; or if even in the maintenance of neutral pt 
vileges, we can, by a ftipulation, not derogatory from the 
rights of others, avert vexations;—this is a connection unaſlai- 
able by any reaſonable oppoſition. The romantic extent to 
which contrary ideas may be carried, would abolith our trade 


ment, falſe religion, falſe morals, falſe policy, or any other 
political defect. 1 292 — 11 
Lour inſtructions juſtify you in affirming, that Mr. J not 
© 15 paſitively forbidden to weaken the engagements between niſ 
this country and France.” After veſting a general latitude i I. 
powers in him, this eaſe is declared to be an exception an fact : 


immutable : That as the Britiſh miniſtry will doubtleſs be iff 


© ſolicitous to detach us from France, and may probably make . 


« ſome overture of this kind, ꝓou will inform them, that tte g 
government of the United States will not derogate from ou 
c treaties and engagements with France.” oF 

You intimate, however, that your inſtructions amount wf 10. 
an excluſion from Mr. Jay's miſſion of every object, excefiſ . 
compenſation for plundered property, and ' reſtitution of the 
poſts. For a moment let me intreat you to call to mind ths 


+ 0-1 

cott : different topics for negociation, which were actually before 
7. che ſenate at the time of Mr. Jay's nomination, and which 
d ac- MW were not included in either of thoſe points. Were not Mr. 
What Jeff ſon's animadverſions upon the refuſal of Great Britain to 
vo ef enter into a commercial a 0 and his plan for commercial 
nerci- Wl reprifals, before you? Would it not have been extraordina 
to paſs by fo fair an opportunity of bringing forward all our 
difcontents? Was it not urged as an objection to the meaſure, 
that the terms of the nomination were ſufficiently broad for 
any purpoſe of negociation ? But appeal to the words: © You 
may declare the motives of that negociation to be” ſo and ſo. 
Theſe torre the motives ; for if they had been away, it is pro- 
bable, that our miniſter in London would have been directed 
to purſue his efforts in the ordinary tract as to every thing elſe. 
This was the true idea, when your inſtructions were prepared. 
We were defirous of repelling any imputation of the moſt 
« diſtant intention to ſacrifice our connection with France to 
any connection with England.“ It was enough to aſſign the 
kading motives of Mr. Jay's errand ; which were of a nature 
warranting the aſſertion, that we would not ſacriſce the one 
connection for the other. Mr. Jay was inſtructed to this ef- 
ſect: One of the cauſes of your miſſion are the vexations 
and ſpoliations committed on our commerce by the autho- 
' rity of inſtructions from the Britiſh government.” A ſe- 
© cond caufe'of your miſſion, but not inferior in dignity to 
the preceding, though ſubſequent in order, is to draw to 
naſſal· a concluſion all points of difference between the United 
tent u States and Great Britain, concerning the treaty of peace. 
r trale t is referred to your diſcretion; whether, in caſe the two 
oven · © preceding points ſhould be ſo accommodated, as to promiſe 
other the continuance of tranquillity between the United States 

| and Great Britain, the ſubject of a commercial treaty may 
Hr. Jay not be liſtened to by you, or even broken to the Britiſh mi- 
etween WM © niſtry. If it ſhould) let theſe be the general objes.'— 
tude of Your inſtructions, therefore, were commenſurate with 
on and fact and propriety. ; | a 


my ſt. They were /iterally true; becauſe the motives vere the 
6 tell vexations of our commerce and the poſts. 

| a ad. The declaration of two cardinal propoſitions does not 
o_ exclude another, which is ſubordinate and eventual. 

zunt t0 zd. The confidential proceedings of the United States, are 


; not demandable by another nation, except where that na- 
| of the tion is injured by them. 
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Ach. Otherwiſe, every modification of a direct and 


—— — Cr 


' which: was not inſtantaneous and unqualified, ought to haye 


have quoted their own example, in having repelled by army 


viſion in thoſe treaties. Would they have argued, thata 


ſelves, and a ſecurity for neutral rights were our aim ma 
commercial treaty. It remains to be diſcloſed, whether ¶ucce 


tion to the belligerent parties. Would the French Repub- 


ſought a remedy. France was no ſtranger to our early 
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tory challenge of our rights; every compenſation, but - p. 


downright payment of money; every mode of reſtitution 1 


been avoided by Mr. Jay ; becauſe they were not ſtated ij Mty v 


yourinſtructions as motives to his miſſion. But, loyel 
oth. To ſcout the ſuſpicion of a deception on the French mine 


Republic; what manoeuvre could have been more paltry, W ſhall 
than one which a few months muſt certainly exhibit in open Wl ſpare 
day? What emotions could the French Republic hare 
ſhewn, if Mr. Jay's inſtructions had been inſpected by 
them? Would they have hazarded a hint, that we [muſt 
have no treaty of commerce with Great Britain? We ſhould 


the meddling of other nations in their internal affairs; We 
ſhould have quoted our own independence, which, will au 
tolerate the controul of any human authority. Would 
they have pronounced a treaty of commerce with Great 
Britain to be neceſſarily a contravention of our treaties with 
France? We ſhould have ſearched in vain for ſuch. api 


treaty of commerce with Great Britain contributed to 
uphold-her warlike operations? Not a ſyllable in the initruc- 
tion can be ſo tortured. Mercantile advantages to gu- 
natio 


may, 
calcu 
every 


the contents of that treaty are inconſiſtent with our rela» 


lic have requeſted us to interdict our trade with Great -Bn- 


tain ? They could not have been gratified. Rather ought nll a 
they, as friends, ſeriouſly to have reflected on the prejudi- Noth 
cial footing of our trade with Great Britian. The : Britalh lictat 
ſtateſmen have for many years been eonſcious, that Great woule 
Britain enjoys an immenſe harveſt from its looſe ſituation. toget] 
Our own ſtateſmen have inceſſantly lamented: it, and 10 
e v 


they « 
n 
patch. 


ve! 


opinion, that the remedy was to be found in a commercial 
treaty. She was no ſtranger to the facts already enume- 
rated, as to Mr. Adams's powers; to Mr. Jefferſon's report; 
to the commercial propoſitions in congreſs; to the preſſure 
on Mr. Hammond; and to the reſentful ſpeeches: and mo- 
tions of every ſeſſion, predicated on the reluctance of Great 
Britain to treat with us on commerce. And yet, that 
France has ever liſped a diſſatisfaction on the ſcore of inju- 
ry, is hidden from me. On the contrary, ſome who were 
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_— privy to the French councils have endeavoured to rivet an 
at odium on Great Britain, becauſe ſhe would not negociate. 


4. You are by this time probably acquainted with the trea- 
with Great Britain, through the communications of Co- 
logel Trumbull, and muſt have determined in your own 


rench mind its probable effect upon the French Republic. Until it 
altry, WI ſhall be ratified, it will be a waſte of time, which I can little 
„open ſpare, to comment upon it. If it is ratified or rejected, you 
han all receive an immediate and copious communication, and 
4, by more particularly in relation to the 4th inquiry; whether the 
"muſt Wrecaty with Great Britain affords juſt cauſe of offence to 
ſhould WE France. I am the rather inclined to wave this inquiry for the 


preſent, in conſequence of informarion, that the French mi- 


: We Witter is concerting an attack on the ratification of the trea- 
in ny; and that ſentiments, no leſs eccentric, than fatal to our 


independence, are to be ſcattered at random, from a confi- 


Great ence in the popularity of the French cauſe. 
$ with Be the iſſue of this buſineſs what it may, our government 


vill neither renounce its profeſſions and friendly conduct to 
the French Republic, nor aſcribe to them any intemperate- 


ed wels, which their agent may diſplay, But you ought to put 
ſtrue⸗ hem on their guard. The viciſſitudes in their parties have 
o our» W-ircady (if newſpapers may be credited) revived the old machi- 
n in » nations and malicious ſtories of Genet. The fuel which his 
hether Wſucceflor may add, from conſiderations and ſources which 1 
r rela ray, perhaps, hereafter explain, will receive a direction beſt 
epub- calculated to excite a flame. A late letter from him bears 
t Br: Nerery ſymptom of an inflamed temper. My anſwer to it, which 
ought vill accompany this letter, is our refutation. We acknowledge 
-cjudi- Nothing to be undone on our part, which friendſhip would 
Britiſh lictate; our faculties could accompliſh, and our neutrality 


would permit. If injuries are complained of, let us reaſon 
together like cordial allies; and compenſate where either may 
dave been in fault. But let it be the laſt blot in the annals of 
the world, that the United States and France ceaſe to be, what 
they ought to be, friends, who will endure no ſeparation. 


nume- | now quit this lengthy ſubject; and ſhall in other def- 
nume qui Z | ject; | 


eport; Npatches more preciſely Teply to the different letters which I 


j 


refſure are lately received from you. 


Great 1 am, c. | 
t, that | EDM. RANDOLPII, 


Secretary of State. 
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From the Secretary of State of the United States, ts Mr. Monty 


3 - Philadelphia, July 2d, 1795. 
S1R, $64 ' re + Gre $44" Þ-- Fl 
I unpeRsTAND by a letter from colonel. Burr, that 
Mr. John B. Prevoſt takes an immediate paſſage for France, 
to enter into your family: His expectation being founded 
on the new office of conſul- general, which, at your inſtance; 
has been created, and given to Mr. Skipwith, I incloſe his com- 
miſſion. 2% r 
Before this time you muſt have ſeen Mr. Pinckney and Mr, 
Trumbull ; and from them will have collected the particular 
of the treaty with Great Britain. My long letter of the it 
of June, will alſo have reached you within a few days from 
the preſent. Overwhelmed as I am with moſt urgent buſ. 
. neſs, I can only communicate to you a copy of the treaty, 
and the vote of the ſenate ; and ſtate to you, that the Prel 
dent has not yet decided upon the final meaſure to be adopted 
by himſelf; that a copy has been delivered to Mr. . Adet; 
that he laſt evening tranſmitted to me ſome remarks upon it; 
that this morning they will be laid before the Preſident; 
and that I ſhall probably make explanations to Mr. Ade, 
which, as far as I ſee into the ſubject, ought to quiet his ap 
prehenſions. I need not repeat to you how much we have at 
heart a pure friendſhip with France, uninterrupted and yet- 
petual. The 


I am, Dee . : 
| EDM. RANDOLPH, 
Secretary of State. 


"  Frem the Secretary of State of the United States, to Mr. Maura 


July 14th, 1795. 
> 5 EY 
Mr indiſpoſition diſables me from writing a. long lei- 

ter at this moment. But the opportune conveyance by Mr. 
Gibſon, ſupercargo of the ſhip Molly (whom I recommend to 
your notice and patronage, on public and private conſiderations 
will not ſuffer me to omit the forwarding of the papers à 


foot. Among them is the treaty, &c, as publiſhed, and 1 


publ 
fin] 
peal 


prov 


chic 


rein 
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correſpondence between Mr. Adet and myſelf upon it. 

| Since my letter to him, I have heard nothing from him. | 
Monte, MW The treaty is not yet ratificd by the preſident ; nor will it 
"Wb: ratified, I believe, until it returns from England, —if then. 
But I do not mean this for a public communication, or for any 
public body or men. I am engaged in a work, which, when 
finiſhed and approved by the preſident, will enable me to 
peak preciſely to you. The late Britiſh order far ſeizing 
proviſions is a weighty obſtacle. to a ratification. - I do not 


755. 


r, that 


France, 


zunded Muppoſe, that ſuch an attempt to ſtarve France will be coun- 
ſtance, enanced. . 

is com- By Mr. Prevoſt, who leaves the United States for 175 
ror the day after to-morrow, I ſhall write to you again; and, if 
nd Mr, oſſible, more at large. | 

ticular 

the iſt 1 am, Sr. N 

. . EDM. RANDOLPH. 

it bull | dh Ry \NDOLPE 
Pe 7: S. Bc fo good as to protect the veſſel, the deſcription of 


hich is incloſed. 


doptel 

Aceet; | 5 3 By 
pon it; WW Duplicate, E. Randolph to James Monroe, tt June, 17953 
ſident; Vitto 3 Ich June, 1795, as td 
Ade, money for Madame la Fayette. | | 
his ap- Ditto ditto y 8th June. | 
have at Ditto ditto _ nd July, | 


nd per. Copy of the treaty betwten the United States and Great 

pet J. 18 | of: > . 2 ae e 
a Britain, and the newſpapers including this day's. 

Firſt copy of a letter from Mr. Adet, of 36th of June; and 

Mr. Randolph's anſwer of 6th July, relative to the treas 


tate. ty between the United States and Great Britain. 
Mane. the Secretary of State of the United States, to Mr. Monroe 
795. 0 Philadelphia, July 21/h, 1795. 
SIR, | N : 
Mg let- By a paſt opportunity, I did myſelf the honor of ſends 
by Mr. Mug to you a printed copy of the propoſed treaty between the 
nend tu ited States and Great Britain: With it was bound up a 
rations) 


opy of the act of our ſenate. The want of precedent for ſuch 
at L 


and 4 
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2 mode of ratification z the doubts, whether they meant to it 
in judgment again upon the article to be added; whether the 
preſident can ratify without re-ſubmitting the new article to 


them; whether he can ratify-before he himſelf inſpects the 


he 1 


new article, after it ſhall have been afſented to by the Britiſt b 
king; and what effect the ſuſpenſion of the 12th article wi 
have upon all thoſe ſubſequent to the 10th, create diſſicu 
ties and delays, even independent of the real merits of the 
treaty. The newſpapers which have been forwarded to youll $ 
will ſhew the unpopularity of the treaty at Boſton. 
The day before - yeſterday, New York exhibited a ſimilwl 
ſcene: It will probably be re- acted in Philadelphia to-ma fat 
row; and will travel, perhaps, further. The complaints ar" 
numerous, from the friends of the treaty, that the condemn; elle 
tions of it have proceeded from unfair practices. Upon tui on 
T can, as yet, ſay nothing; but will wait until ſome counter ? (y 
_ aſſemblies, which are ſaid to be contemplated, ſhall have pt te 
liſhed their appeal to the world. When I inform you Hs 
the preſjdent has not yet ratified the treaty, his character vi co 
convince you, that nothing will deter him from doing whath ch t 
thinks right; and that the final'queſtion lies open from cauſe be! 
unconnected with any conſiderations but the intereſt and dv 7 
th En 


ties of the United States. He is at preſent in Virginia; an 
will, doubtleſs, very ſoon take his concluſive ſtep. If I wei © 
permitted to conjecture what that would be, I ſhould ſuſped 
that, at any rate, he would not ſign it until it ſhould retun 
from England, with the addition of the ſuſpending artide 
and probably not even then, if a late Britiſh order for the cy 


ture of proviſions going to France, ſhould have been iſſued, ere 
we ſuppoſe, and increaſe the objections which have been . ** 
viſhed upon it. . . 
The preſent may be well conſidered as a criſis, taken eithe on 


upon the ſuppoſition of a ratification or rejection. In tis 
latter caſe, the reſult with Great Britain is not ſo eaſily fore 
ſeen: In the former, the reſult in our own country is imo 
ved with many delicate and hazardous topics. It is my col 
ſolation, however, that he who guides the helm, will, I 


his fortitude and wiſdom, ſteer us into ſafe port. 17th. 
ch ſta 

: I am, Oe. ED ive v. 

EDM. RANDOLPH, * | 


Secretary of State, contra 


N 


to fe 5 : 2 
Am % Minifter Plenipotentiary of the French Republic, to the Se- 
ts the eretary of State of the United States. 


Zritiſh | | 
le wi Philadelphia, 12th Meſſidor, 3d year of the Republic. 
fhcul- | ER , | 

of the June 3oth, 1795.) 
0 you, SR, | 


Gs I Have received the treaty of amity, commerce and 
wigation, negociated between the United States and Great- 


. tain, which the Preſident has been pleaſed that I ſhould be 
jemmſeſſed of in order to enable me to make ſuch obſervations 
\n. tu rron as I might judge proper. This frank meaſure is to 


ea ſure guaranty of the friendſhip of the American govern- 
nt towards France, and of the fidelity with which it always 
aks its conduct towards a faithful ally. It is therefore 
th confidence that I am about to ſubmit the reflections to 
uch the reading of the treaty has given birth. They will 
be founded, Sir, upon general - queſtions; they ſhall be 
uhned merely to the ſtipulations of the treaty concluded 
h England; which, contrary to the intereſts of France, 
jear to me to deltroy the effect of her treaty with the U- 
ed States. | 
ſhall not ſpeak of the 12th article, ſince that is ſuſpend- 
I ſhall not repreſent to you how injurious it may be ta 
ince and the United States. It neceſſarily paralizes the 


Unter- 
VE pul 


, would an American merchant be willing to treat with 
colonies for the exportation of produce, which he cannot 
din Europe? Is not this an indirect means of preventing 
colonies from participating in advantages which the Engliſh 
tre to themſelves ? But, Sir, this is not the only article 
u which I can preſent obſervations to you. | 
e17th, 18th, 24th and 25th articles, appear to merit 
it attention, when we compare them with the 23d, 24th 
17th of our treaty. Indeed, Sir, ſubſequent to the 17th, 
ch ſtates that the contracting parties agree, that the re- 
we veſſels may be arreſted and detained upon juſt ſuſpi- 
oH that they are laden with merchandize belonging to an 
5 or that they are carrying to the enemy articles which 
State, contraband of war, Qc. is the 18th article deſcribing thoſe 
es, and which ſtates: © Itjs agreed that under the ſaid de- 


mination ſhall be compriſed all arms and implements Tg. 


tte purpoſes of war, by land or fea; ſuch as cannon, m 


* 


merce of the United States with the French colonies. In 


* 
A * 1 © det addr: ted. ates. Dis... Addn doe ut. td — — — 
* ” 
” 
: 
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c kets, mortars, petards, bombs, grenadoes, carcaſſes, {ay 
ciſſes, carriages for cannon, muſket reſts, bandohers, gu 
powder, match, ſaltpetre, balls, pikes, ſwords, heads piece 
cuiraſſes, halberts, lances, javelins, horſe furniture, holſter 
belts, and generally all other implements of war; ar 4 
timber for ſhipbuilding, tar or rſin, copper in ſheets, ſails, þ 

and cordage, and whatever may ſerve directiy to the equipmy 
of veſſels ; unwrought iron and fir planks only excepted 
and all the above articles are hereby declared to be juſt object. 
confiſcation whenever they are attempted to be carried to an enn 
The 23d article of the treaty between France and the Unity 
States, which ſecures the liberty of commerce to the citiza 
of both countries, contains this ſtipulation : It is ſtipulat 
by the preſent treaty, that free ſhips ſhall make free you 
tand that every thing ſhall be judged free which may be fou 
on board of the veſſels belonging to the ſubjects of the d 
« traCting parties, if even the lading or a part thereof ſhoult 
s long to the enemies of one of them; it being nevertheleſs und 
© ſtood that contraband articles ſhall always be exceptt 
The 24th article explains the articles of contraband and 
hibited merchandize in the following manner: © Under! 
name of contraband or prohibited merchandizes, are a 
© prehended, cannon, bombs with their fuſees, and a 
things thereto belonging, bullets, gunpowder, mated 
c pikes, ſwords, lances, ſpears, halberts, mortars, petards, 
© nades,faltpetre,muſkets,muſket balls, bucklers, helmets, b 
plates, coats of mail, and the like kinds of arms, proper 
* arming ſoldiers, muſket reſts, belts, horſes with their! 
niture, and all other warlike inſtruments whatever. I 
merchandizes which follow ſhall not be reckoned am 
contraband or prohibited goods; that is to ſay, all fort 
cloths, and all other manufactures woven of any wool, i 
ſilk, cotton or any other materials whatever, all kind 
wearing apparel, together with the ſpecies whereof | 
arc uſed to be made; gold and filver, as well coined a 
"coined ; tin, iron, latten, copper, braſs, coals: As 

Wheat and barley, and any other kind of corn andp 

tobacco and likewife all manner of ſpices; ſalted and im! 
© ed fleſh, ſalted fiſh; cheeſe and butter, beer, oils, W 
© ſugars and all forts of ſalts; and in general all provi 
s which ſerve for the nouriſhment of mankind and the 

© tenance of lfe : Furthermore; all kinds of otter, hemp, 

tar, pitch, ropes; cables, fails, ſcril cloth; anchort, and am! 

M anchors ; al ip maſts, planks, boards un beans of * 

£ trees ſoever ; and all aber thitngs proper either for building" 
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© pairing ſhips, and all other goods whatever, which have not 
been worked into the form of any inſtrument or thing pre- 
« pared for war, by land or by ſea, —ſhall not be reputed con- 
© traband z much leſs ſuch as have been already wrought and 
made up for any other uſe all which ſhall be wholly reck- 
© oned among free goods; as likewiſe all other merchandizes 
© and things which are not comprehended and particularly 
© mentioned in the foregoing enumeration of contraband 
goods; ſo that they may be tranſported and carried in the 
« freeſt manner, by the ſubjects of both confederates, even 
« to places belonging to an enemy, ſuch towns or places be- 
© ing only excepted, as are at that time beſieged, blocked up 
or invelted,” | 

The law of the 13th Nivoſe, in the 3d year, ſecures to the 
treaties a full execution, and the arret of the committee of 
public ſafety, dated the 27th of the ſame month, tranſmitted 
to you by Colonel Monroe, reſts upon the entire execution 
of the article of our treaty which 1 have juſt cited to you. 
The United States therefore, in virtue of theſe acts, may free- 
ly tranport to England, hemp, flax, tar, pitch, cordage, 
cables, fails, ſail cloth, c. and every other thing proper for 
the conſtruction or repair of veſſels, without apprehending 
any hindrance on our part; while by the articles of the trea- 
ty with England, the United States cannot carry to us any 
of the articles proper for the conſtruction of veſſels, ſince the 
Engliſh have the power of ſeizing them. 'The United States 
have, therefore, granted to England a right which we have not, 
and which in the courſe of the preſent war, inclines the bal- 
ance in favor of England. 

The 23d article of the treaty between the United States and 
England, ſtates that Engliſh veſſels and thoſe of the United 
States, ſhall be hoſpitably received in- the reſpective ports of 
the two contracting nations; and article 24th ſtates : It ſhall 
© not be lawful for any foreign privateer (not being ſubjects or 
citizens of either of the ſaid parties) who have commiſſions 
from any other prince or ſtate in enmity with either nation, 
© to arm their ſhips in the ports of either of the ſaid parties, 
© nor to ſell what they have taken, nor in any other manner 
to exchange the ſame, nor ſhall they be allowed to purchaſe 
© more proviſions than ſhall be neceſſary for their going to the 


© neareſt port of that prince or ſtate from whom they obtain- 


© ed their commiſſions. And article 25th, -« It ſhall be law- 
© ful for the ſhips of war and privateers belonging to the ſaid 
* parties reſpeCtively, to carry whitherſoever they pleaſe, the 
* ſhips and goods taken from their enemies, without being 
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obliged to pay any fee to the officers of the admiralty, or ta 
any judges whatever; nor ſhall the ſaid prizes when they 
arrive at, and enter the ports of the ſaid partics, be detained 
or ſeized; neither ſhall the ſearchers or other officers of theſe 
places viſit{uch prizes (except for the purpoſe of preventing 
the carrying of any part of the cargo thereof on ſhore, in 
any manner contrary to the eſtabliſhed laws of the revenue, 
navigation or commerce) nor ſhall ſuch officers take cogni- 
zance of the validity of ſuch prizes; but they ſhall be at li- 
berty to hoiſt fail, and depart as ſpeedily as may be, and 
carry their ſaid prizes to the place mentioned in their com- 
miſſions or patents, which the commanders of the ſaid ſhips 
of war or privateers ſhall be obliged to ſhew. No ſhelter or 
refuge ſhall be given ut their ports to ſuch as have made a 
prize upon the ſubje*ts or citizens of either of the ſaid parties; 
but if forced by ſtreſs of weather, or the danger of the ſea, 
to enter therein, particular care ſhall be taken to haſten their 
departure, and to cauſe them to retire as ſoon as poſſible. 
Nothing in this treaty contained, ſhall however be conſtru- 
ed or operate contrary to former exiſting public treaties with 
other ſovereigns or ſtates. But the two parties agree, that 
while they continue in amity, neither of them will in future 
make any treaty that ſhall be inconſiſtent with this or the pre- 
ccding article.” But the 17th article of our treaty ſtates; that 
French thips of war, and thoſe which France ſhall have 
armed for war; as alſo the veſſels of the United States or 
of their inhabitants, may conduct their prizes into the reſpec- 
tire ports of the two nations; that neither aſylum nor refuge 
{hall be given in their ports or havens to thoſe who ſhall have 
made prizes on the reſpective inhabitants of the two countries, 
and it they are forced to enter by tempeſt or danger of the ſea, 
they ſhall be obliged to go out as ſoon as poſſible; If we com- 
pare this article with thoſe of the treaty made with Great Bri- 
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tain, it will be caſily ſeen, that during the preſent war it is 


deſtroyed by the firſt. For although the 25th article of the 
_ rreaty with Great Britain ſtates: Nothing in this treaty 
« contained, ſhall however be conſtrued or operate contrary 
© to former and exiſting public treaties with other ſovereignę 
or ſtates,” and we ought to infer therefrom, that. France, 
though not named, will always enjoy the advantages which 


article 17th of her treaty allows her; yet it is very clear that 


the Engliſh will have the right of claiming the execution of 
the 23d and 24th articles of their treaty with the United 


States; that they will have during the preſent war the privie 


lege of conducting their prizes into the ports of the United 


From 
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0 States, and conſequently the ſtipulations of the 15th article 
y of our treaty are deſtroyed. 

d Moreover this article contains this clauſe : But the two 
ſe parties agree that while they continue in amity, neither of 
g them will in future make any treaty, that ſhall be inconſiſt- 
n « ent with this or the preceding article; which ſeems to pre- 
e, vent the eſtabliſhing of a new negociation between the Uni- 
te ted States and France; fince, in a new treaty, France could 
i- not renounce the advantages ſecured to her by article 17th of 


her former treaty, and it is poſſible that they would be refuſed 
to her in virtue of that article. 

Such, fir, are the obſervations which I have thought it my 
duty to preſent. I ſhall wait for your anſwer in order to 
tranſmit the treary to the committee of public ſafety of the 
national convention. It has never doubted the attachment of 
the American government towards France, and I am con- 
vinced that the preſent circumſtances will furniſh a new proof 
of their good intentions. 


Accept, Sir, the aſſurance 
of my reſpect and eſteem, 
| P. A. ADET. 


Frim the Secretary of State of the United States, to the Min ſtes 
Plenipotentiary of the French Republic. 


Philadelphia, July 6th, 1795. 
NR, | 


I ACCEPT as a pledge of that harmony which you are 
anxious to cultivate between our two nations, your letter of 
the 3oth ultimo, received on the iſt inſtant at night. Let it 
de our unvaried practice, to ſuffer no ſuſpicion to ripen into 
an unfriendly ſentiment, until it ſhall have been imparted to 
ch other; and let us repel, with firmneſs, the artifice by 


nce, which ill. affected perſons, under the guiſe of attachment to 
hich e French republic, endeavor to embroil it with the United 
that Wtates, 

n of When you expreſſed to me, on Monday laſt, ſome uneaſineſs 
ited hich the report of the contents of the propoſed treaty with 
wor reat Britain had excited in your breaſt,—l the more readily 
ute 


rormed you of my intention to alk the prefident's permiſſion 
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tk to furniſh you with a copy; as I was convinced that an entire 
F/ view of it would not only enable you to ſtate all the parts ob- 
W. \ | jectionable to our ally, but would alſo remove the prejudices 
8 which detached repreſentations might occaſion. Having deli- 
vered to you a copy, I am now to examine the proviſions, 
which ſcem to you irreconcileable with our engagements to 
France. | 
Upon this head, it has been often declared by the preſident 
of the United States, and is now repeated, that thoſe engage- 
ments ſhall not, with his afſent, be infringed. As far, New 
fore, as he is concerned, you need only prove, at any time, that 
a given meaſure will infringe it, and he will not countenance 
that meaſure. The ſame, I am perſuaded, may be affirmed of WM p 
the other branches of our government. But after a cloſe 
ſcrutiny of the points, which alone you have ſelected for ani- 
madyerſion, it is not diſcerned that the rights of France are in Wl Fr 


any degree impaired. * 

In ſaying this, I muſt call to your recollection the manner WM ..: 
in which the making of treaties is arranged by our conſtitution, L 5 
The ſenate adviſe and conſent to their being made; — the preſ- 1 


dent ratifies them; and the courts are afterwards at liberty to 8 
conſtrue them, as particular caſes ariſe, requiring their deci- = 
fon. The opinions, therefore, of the preſident, are not obli- de! 
gatory on the courts. He judges for himſelf : They judge 
for themſelves ; and if, by the interpretation of the one or the 
other, the rights of the French Republic arg aſſailed, the ac- 
\ cuſtomed modes of remonſtrance and negociation will ſtill be 
open; and the principles upon which national redreſs is de- 
manded, will {till have their force. + 3p 
After this explanation, I proceed to ſtate to you the reſult 
of the preſident's reflections on your exceptions to the propo- 
ſed treaty. EM 
_ Theſe exceptions are; 1ſt. That the 23d and 24th articles 
of our commercial treaty with France are violated by the 17th 
and 18th of the propoſed treaty. 2nd. That the 17th artick 
of the former is deſtroyed by the 23d, 24th, and 25th articles 
of the latter; and, 3d. That the laſt ſentence in the firſt pars 
| graph of the 25th article of the propoſed treaty © appears u 
84 prevent a new negociation between the United States and 
# F | © France,” 1 
1. The eſſence of your firſt objection, as drawn from the 
reaſoning in your letter, is reducible to this ſtatement :t—Þ 
the treaty with France, hemp, flax, tar, pitch, ropes, cables 
fails, ſail-cloth, anchors and parts of anchors, maſts, planks 


boards and beams, of what trees ſoeyer, and all other thing 
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ire | 

ob- roper for building or repairing ſhips, ſhall not be reputed 
ces abs of war, but ſhall be reckoned among free goods, 
cli- and may be tranſported in the freeſt manner by the contracting 
NS, parties, even to places belonging to an enemy; ſuch only 


8 to excepted, as are actually beſieged, blocked up, or inveſted. 
But the propoſed treaty deſignates as contraband, timber for 
ſnip- building, tar or roſin, copper in ſheets, ſails, hemp and 
cordage, and whatever may ſerve directly to the equip- 
ment of veſſels (unwrought iron and fir planks only except- 
ed) and they are declared to be juſt objects of confiſcation, 
whenever they ſhall be attempted to be carried to an enemy. 
From hence you conclude, that the United States may freely 
carry into England all things proper for the building or re- 
pairing of veſſels, without fearing any obſtacle on tlc part of 
France, while they can carry none of them to France ; and 
that they have zZhus granted to England a right which France 
enjoys not, and which, in the courſe of the exiſting war, 
inclines the balance in favor of England. : 

The United States have certainly oppoſed the extenſion of 
contraband, whenever the Britiſh government has ſought to 
ſwell the catalogue. But it never could be denicd, under 
the law of nations, and independently of a treaty, that ma- 
terials for the building and repairing of veſſels are contra- 
and, The propoſed treaty, then, does not grant, but re- 
venizes only, a right to Great Britain; which, even with- 
but that recognition, ſhe would have poſſeſſed and exerciſed. 

This recognition might have been omitted or inſerted, 
rithout changing the nature of the ſubject; though it was 
ore natural, in commercial arrangements, to particularize 
e articles of contraband. | 

It was, indeed, anxiouſly defired to diminiſh the liſt, as 
nuch as poſſible. But, if no reciprocity could accompliſh 
lus end; if no equivalent could be offered by us to Great 
ritain, powerful enough to induce her to renounce her 
phts under the law of nations, —what was to be done? Ma- 
5 reaſons will occur, fir, why it was not to be extorted by 
ce : To become a party in the war was neither our policy, 
or the wiſh of your republic: To become a party in the war 
Ir a cauſe, which the armed neutrality itſelf never would 
are afſerted, would have been ſupported by no civilized na- 
on. 

The United States have, therefore, wilfully ſurrendered no 

tht, relative to contraband. 

Nor is the treaty with France contravened by this acknow- 

vzment of contraband. It ſtipulates, that if France be at 
Mm 
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_ denominated fuch. They were both apprized, that if the U. 
nited States ſhould be at war with Great Britain, the thippiny 
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war, and the veſſels of the United States carry naval ſtores to 
her enemy, French cruizers ſhall not capture them. The 
propoſed ireaty admits the right of Great Britain to ſeize ſuch 
veſicls going to her enemy. The inference is, that France 
has relaxed her {triQ rights, in conſideration that the United 
States haye relaxed theirs, in this reſpect; but that Great 
Britain will not relax hers. The treaty with France, there- 
fore, remains uninfluenced by the propoſed compact with 
Great Britain. | 

The true light, in which tht: ſubje& is to be viewed, is 
that which you have caught; when you allude to the effec, 
which the right of Great Britain to ſeize naval ſtores, going 
from the United States to France, may have upon her intereſt, 
while ſhe continues bound not to ſeize like ſtores, going from 
the United States to England. 

Our treaty with France was entered into, with a perfett 
knowledge. on both fides, that they were ſtriking out from 
the claſs of contraband articles, which the laws of nations 


of France, carrying naval ſtores to Great Britain, could not h 
ſeized by American cruizers; while the fame ſhipping 
bringing naval ſtores to the United States, might be ſe⸗ 
zed by Britiſh cruizers. They faw, therefore, the tech 
procity of the proviſion. Why then was not the cafe, vid 
has now happened, being foreſeen, guarded againſt ? Perhaps 
on account of this very a Perhaps from a belich 
that it 29 not over- important. Perhaps, on the par of tit 
United States, from a confidence that their internal ſuppli 
would be ample; and, on that of France, that their home n 
ſources, their own ſhipping and convoys would accommodat 
them with thoſe ſtores. Or more probably, neither of tit 
contracting powers was diſpoſed 'to cramp the commerce 0 
the other, but upon the moſt demonſtrable neceſſity : Hos 
ſoever this may be, the propoſed treaty does not vary the 
tuation of France, nor better the rights of Great Britain, | 
one 1ota of contraband. | 

There was a time, indeed, when Frande felt herſelf a 
folved from the ſtipulation, that free ſhips make free good 
becauſe Great Britain, by capturing hoſtile property in Am 
rican bottoms, rendered it diſadvantageous to France to pi 
Britiſh property in thoſe bottoms. But the law of the 1}| 
Nivoſe, in the 3d year, to which you refer, has baniſhed ti 
mode of reaſcning, and has created a precedent for our mo 
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Hitherto, however, I have ſpoken upon principles of right. 

pon any other principles, and more eſpecially upon thoſe of 

res to erdſhip and injury to a friend, it ſhall be a topic of the nego- 
The lion, now opening between us. With the temper which 
- ſuch l pervade the whole of it, I cannot doubt, that ſome modifi- 
rance tion may be deviſed; and it may be ſeparated from the ge- 


ſnited ral treaty, ſo as not to be N by it. 
Great 2. In my judgment you miſconceiye the propoſed treaty, 
there- ien you imagine that the Engliſh will have a right to claim 


execution of the 23d and 24th articles of it, in derogation 
the 17th article of our treaty with France; that is to ſay, 
x in the courſe of the preſent war they may conduct their 


effect, zes, made from the French, into the ports of the United 
» Soing ges. They will not poſſeſs ſuch a privilege, during the 
nterell, ſent or any other war with France. For nothing,“ in 
ww from propoſed treaty contained, ſhall be conſtrued, or operate, 


ontrary to former and exiſting public treaties with other 
orercigns or ſtates.” The Britiſh plenipotentiary was here 
noniſhed of our prior engagements, and of our determi- 
tion to poſtpone to them auy new contract with Great Bri- 
Our treaties with France are ſaved by the general de- 


perkett 
it from 
nations 


the U- 


ſhippig don, which was the moſt eligible form of expreſſion; 
Id not it auſe it was ſhorter, and equally well adapted to compre- 
hippie / our treaties. It is the fame form of expreſſion with 
t be ft which was adopted in the year 1786, in the treaty between 


he kene and Great Britain. 


e, WIT he 4oth article of the laſt mentioned treaty, and the 25th 
Perhaps the propoſed treaty, are, in ſubſtance, alike; and yet it was 
a bebe ly and properly underſtood, when the French and Ergliſh 

rt of te ity was made, that our commercial treaty with France was 

11 in this reſpect, ſhaken. We have, at leaſt, never com- 
Om 


ned of any infraction of ours from this cauſe; and there- 

are ſincere in believing, that France can be as little affect- 
dy our treaty with Great Britain, as the United Statcs were 
ers with Great Britain. | 


mmol 
ger of tit 
1merce v 


8 =_ n your quotation of the 23d article of the treaty with Great 
ry the bin, you obſerve, that Je veſſels of the Engliſh are 10 


Iritaln, Meeceived with hoſpitality in the ports of the United States. 


re the © hips of war, the public navy, not the priva- 
ierſelf "I which are to be ſo received. Now the Britiſh ſhips of 


ee g are not prohibited by our treaty with France, from vititing 
y in Au ports, unleſs under certain exceptionable circumitances. 
ce to [Wn theſe they are not releaſed by the propoled treaty ; be- 
A e our treaty with France, which is a ſupreme la or the 
ni N - 
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The 24th article of the propoſed treaty is, with a very ſr 
and uneſſential difference, the ſame with the 16th article 
the French treaty with Great Britain. And here this ren 
occurs: That the propoſed treaty faves every right of Fran 
ariſiug from our treaty of commerce; but the treaty betw 
France and Great Britain does not, by any general or par 
cular expreſſion, ſave the rights of the United States, whi 
might ſtund in oppoſition to that iG6th article. We have ne 
remouſtrated, becauſe we always thought ourſelves ſecure y 
der the faith of France; and the law of nations. 

3. Upon the third and laſt head of objection, which 
urge againſt the propoſed treaty, little need be ſaid. Y 
Jha!! continue to enjoy your rights under the 17th artick 
our treaty with France. We will not aſk you to reno 
the advantages, which that article aſſures to you. They 
hibition on wiach you lay ſo much ſtreſs, is not againſt} 
but future treaties. If a new treaty of commerce with Fran 
including the ſame matter with the old one, would be 
vented by the 25th article, the conſequence may be « 
avoided, by declaring, that ſo much of the old one as 0 
nected with any particular, for which it may be deli 
to retain a priority, ſhall remain in force. This ö 
remedy ſo obvious, that I flatter myſelf it will remore 
dith-uity in the way of a new negociation. 

Should an embarraſſment ſtill hang upon theſe point 
muſt entreat you to afford me an opportunity of mea 
them, before your communications are deſpatched to the 
mittee of public ſafety. 


I have the honor to be, Wc. 
EDM. RANDOLPH. 


From the Minifler Plenipotentiary of the French Republic, 
Secretary of State of the United States. 


Philadelphia, 2d Meſſider, 3d Year of the Republic 
July 20th, 1795 
SIR, . 
I RECEIVED on the 6th, the letter dated the ſame 
which you have addreſſed to me in anſwer to the obi 


tions which I preſented to you upon the Pow propoſes 
tween the United States and Great Britain. I ſhould | 
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anſwered you ſooner if my health, always precarious fince my 
arrival in the United States, had not obliged me to abſtain 
from buſineſs for a fortnight back. I tranſmit it to the French 
government with my obſervations, and the treaty. In cir- 
cumſtances ſo important, it belongs to my government, ex- 
cluſively, to adgpt a deciſion, and I cannot permit myſelf to 
make any. 0 

In a few days I ſhall have the honor of ſeeing you, and of 
taking the neceſſary meaſures to begin the work ralative to the 
framing of the new treaty, and new conſular convention. 

Accept, Sir, the aſſurance of my eſteem, and of my high 
eonſideration. 


P. A. ADET. 
—————— — 
L No. XXIII. J 


From MR. MoxROE, ro The SECRETARY OF STATE. 


Paris, October 20th, 1795. 
IN, | 


THe breach which I lately intimated to you had taken 
place between ſeveral of the ſections of this city, and the 
convention, reſpecting two decrees of the 5th and 13th Fructi- 
dor, and whoſe object was to transfer from the convention fo 
many of its members, as would conſtitute two thirds of the 
legiſlature of the new government, continued daily to widen 
afterwards till at lenge all hope of amicable compromiſe was 
gone. A final appeal, therefore, was made to arms; and. 
which took place on the 5th inſtant (13th Vendemiaire) and 


in which the convention prevailed. The details of this con- 


teſt, though very intereſting, are not lengthy. In the morn- 
ing of the 5th, a force was marſhalled out by the revolting ſec- 
tions upon their reſpective parades, in concert, and under 
othcers already engaged, and who led it on by different ave- 
nues towards the national palace ; ſo that by four in the even- 
ing the convention was nearly inveſted on every fide. With- 
in the garden of the 'Thuilleries and around the national pa- 
lace were collected the troops deſtined for the defence of the 
convention; and which were advantageouſly poſted with can- 
non to guard the ſeveral avenues by which approaches might 
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be made. The members remained within the hall prepored 
to await the iſſue of the day. The diſpoſition, therefore, was 


that of beſiegers againſt beſieged, and which grew out of the 


diſparity of numbers on each ſide; for on that of the conven- 
tion, taking the whole together, there were not more than fix 
thouſand ; whilſt on the fide of the ſections, there were in 
aCtivity at leaſt ten thouſand, and a till greater body in arms, 
which was ſuppoſed to be on the fame fide, or at leaſt neu- 


tral. The countenance too of the parties beſpoke a ſtrong. 


ſympathy with their reſpective ſituations ; that of. thoſe with- 
out exhibited an air of cheerfulneſs and alacrity, and which 
nothing but the confidence of ſucceſs could inſpire, whilſt 


that of thoſe within was dejected and melancholy. The ac- 


tion commenced a little after five in the evening by the ad- 
vance of the troops of the ſeCtions, and ended about ten by 
their retreat. Wherever they approached they were re- 


puiſed by heavy diſcharges of artillery and muſketry, which 


ranged and cleared the ſtreets of their columns, as ſoon as pre- 
ſeated. For ſome time, towards the cloſe, the conteſt was 
ſuſtained on the part of the ſeCtions, from the windows of 
the neighbouring houſes ; from whence, perhaps, more of the 


troops were flain than from any other quarter. The loſs on 


either fide is unknown, and perhaps will continue ſo, and the 
reports are ſo various and contradictory, that they furniſh but 
little data whereon to found a conjecture. Judging, howe- 


ver, from what I ſaw of the diſpoſition of the troops who 


were preſented at the corner of ſtreets, or when advanc- 
ing by the head of the column only, and by the time and na- 
ture of the action, which was by intervals, I cannot think 
that more than five hundred were killed and wounded on 
both ſides; though ſome of the reports make it as many thou- 
ſands. It was generally underſtood by the affailants, that lit- 
tle or no oppoſition would be made, and that two of the re- 
gular regiments, in particular, were on their ſide, and that 
they would ſo declare themſelves when the criſis approached. 
But in this they were miſtaken ; for all thoſe troops behaved 
with great bravery and intrepidity, acquiting themſelves as 
they had done before on the Rhine; having been drawn from 
the army of the north. Indeed, the probability is, the re- 
port was only circulated to inſpire the troops of the ſections 


with confidence, and to produce a ſuitable impreſſion on the 
citizens of Paris in general. Many circumſtances occurred in 


the courſe of the commotion, to countenance this opinion, of 
which the ſtrongeſt is that, although it laſted until about ten 


at night, yet by the citizens generally it was abandoned or 
feebly ſupported after the firſt onſet, and repulſe which im- 


mediately followed; and after which it was ſuſtained princi- 
pally by thoſe who were really and truly the parties to it ; for 


as ſuch the great bulk of thoſe who were in the rank ought 
not to be conſidered. This opinion is likewife countenanced 
by a train of incidents which attended this movement, from 
ten at night to its cloſe, and which was about 12 the next day. 
The troops of the convention kept their ground all night, be- 
ing unwilling to preſs as far as they might have done, the 
advantage gained; ſince it appeared, that by ſuch preſſure 
they might ſlay more of their countrymen, but not gain a more 
complete victory. On the other hand, the troops of the ſec- 
tions filed off gradually in ſmall parties, -as the darkneſs of the 
night or other circumſtances favoured ; till finally none were 
left, except thoſe who were not properly of that deſcription. 
By the morn every thing was tranquil, as if nothing had pafſ- 
ed. At the entrance of every ſtreet you ſaw the payements 
taken up, and waggons and other impediments obſtructing the 


paſſage 3 but not a centinel was to be ſeen. The only armed 


force, remaining in oppoſition to the convention, was of the 
ſection of Lepelletier, conſiſting of a few hundred only, and 
which had in part retired and was retiring to its commune as 
a place of retreat, rather than of defence. But now the fcene 
degan to change and exhibit to view preciſely the reverſe of 
what was ſeen the day before, - the beſieged becoming the be- 
hegers; for by this time the troops of the convention were ad- 
raneing towards the commune of this ſection, under the com- 
mand of Barras, who had commanded formerly on the great 
epoch of the gth Thermidor, and of Berruyer, who made re- 
gular approaches and by different routs, till finally this corps 
was completely furrounded. A peremptory ſummons was 
then ſent to it to ſurrender, and which was immediately obey- 
ed, by laying down their arms and ſubmitting to the will of 
the conquerors ; and thus was this movement cruſhed; the 
authority of the convention vindicated, and Paris reſtored to 
complete tranquillity, and within leſs than twenty-four hours 
after the action commenced. 

Such was the order, and ſuch the iſſue of this conteſt : A 
conteſt, in many reſpects, the moſt intereſting and critical that 
I have yet witneſſed, and which promiſed, had the aflailents 
ſucceeded, not perhaps eſſentially to impede or vary the direct 
courſe of the revolution; but, moſt probably, to involve the 
nation in a civil war; open a new ſcene of carnage more 
rightful than any yet ſeen, and deluge the country by kin- 
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dred arms with kindred blood. In this view the character and 
object of the movement, on the part of the inſurgents, merit 
ſome attention. | | 1 97 

Lou have already ſeen that the decrees above mentioned 
were the oſtenſible, if not the real, cauſe of this controverſy, 
and theſe you have. But to enable you to form a juſt eſti. 
mate of its merits in other reſpects, and thereby of the proba- 
ble views of the inſurgents, it will be neceſſary for me to 
ſtate other facts, and which preceded the final appeal to arms. 


Theſe decrees, as you likewiſe know, were ſubmitted with the 


conſtitution to the people, and according to a report of the 
convention by them adopted. But the verity of this report, 
of which I herewith ſend you a copy, was denied by the ſec- 
tions. By the report, however, you will perceive that the 
names of the departments voting for and againſt the decrees, 
were publiſhed ſome time ſince, and to which it may be add- 
ed, that no department or commune has fince complained; 
that the ſtatement given of its votes was untrue. Still a doubt 
ariſes upon it, admitting that a majority of thoſe who voted, 
was 1n favor of the decrees, whether thoſe who did vote for 
them conſtituted a majority of French citizens entitled to 
vote, and upon which I cannot yet poſitively decide. The 
ſections affirm the contrary, and likewiſe contend, that all 
who did not vote ought to be counted againſt the decrees. It 
is probable that ſome of the communes, foreſeeing a ſtory 
gathering from that ſource, did not chooſe to vote for or againſt 
them, and therefore evaded the queſtion by deſign, and it is 
certain that in others, it was underſtood by the people, that the 
queſtion was taken upon the conſtitution and the decrees toge- 
ther; for latterly this was notified to the convention by ſeveral 
who had voted for the decrees, and particularly Nantes, to 
prevent a miſapprehenſion of what their real intention was. 
I ſend you, however, the ſeveral papers which illuſtrate this 
point, and by which you will be enabled to form as correct 
an opinion on it, as preſent lights will admit : Obſerving fur- 
ther, that the report made by the convention reſpecting the 
decrees, was made, as you will perceive, at the ſame time 
with that upon the conſtitution ; and that another report, con- 
taining a complete derail of the proceedings of every com- 
mune, is making out for the ſatisfaction of the community 


at large, and which was commenced by order of the conven- 


tion, immediately after the firſt one was rendered. It is to 


be wiſhed that this had been ſome time ſince publiſhed 3 but 


when it is recollected that the publication muſt contain 


proceedings of upwards of ſeyen thouſand primary aſſemblies, 
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many of which are, perhaps, lengthy ; impartial people will 
perceive, that it could not be ſoon done, eſpecially when it is 
allo recollected, that the whole of the interval ſince the or- 
der was given, has been a time of unuſual fermentation and 
trouble. | 

Under theſe circumſtances, the electoral aſſemblies were 
to meet, and the day of mecting was not diſtant. The de- 
crees, and the evidence of their adoption were before France, 
and would, of courſe, bE before theſe aſſemblies: Nor were 
the electors. bound by any legal penalty to regard them, if 
they thought they were not adopted, or even diſapproved 
them. The preſumption, therefore, was (and eſpecially if 
they diſcredited the report of the convention) that every aſ- 
ſembly, whoſe conſtituents voted againſt the decrees, would 
diſregard them; and, rejecting the two thirds of the preſent 
convention, vote for whom they pleaſed ; leaving it to thoſe 
who were elected, by the ſeveral departments, to the legiſla- 
ture of the new government, whether they were entirely new 
men, or partly ſuch, and partly of the convention, —accord- 
ing to the mode that each department might adopt, to ſettle 
the point among themſelves, and with the convention, who 
lhould conſtitute the legiſlature of that government; or whe- 
ther the whole proceeding ſhould be declared void, and a new 
conſtitution called for; and which, in that event, would moſt 
probably have been the caſe. But the party oppoſed to the 
convention, preferred a different ſeries of meaſures, whereby. 
to forward its views; the details whereof, ſo far as I have any 
knowledge of them, I will now communicate. : 

The primary aſſemblies were to meet by law, on the roth 
of Fructidor, and diſſolve on the 15th. In general, howe- 
yer, thoſe of Paris prolonged their fitting beyond the term 
appointed; and many of them declared their ſeſſions perma- 
nent, and exhibited, in other reſpects, a tone of defiance and 
great animoſity towards the exiſting government. Finally, 
however, the primary aſſemblies were diſſolved ; and after 
which the ſections of Paris, to whom the ſame ſpirit was now 
communicated, became the channel, or rather the inſtru- 
ments, of the ſame policy; many of whom likewiſe declared 
their ſeſſions permanent, and aſſumed, in other reſpects, a 
tone equally unfriendly and menacing towards the convention. 
The ſection of Lepelletier in particular, which is in the centre 
of Paris, and which always was, and ſtill is, the theatre of 
the greateſt gaiety and diſſipation, took the lead in theſe coun- 
cis. At one time it preſented an addreſs to the convention, 
Fopiouſly deſcanting upon the horrors of terroriſm, demanding 
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to decide. But as foon as the ſections took the ſame ground, 
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that thoſe who were called terroriſts, ſhould not only be inki. 
bited the right of voting, but forthwith puniſhed ; and that 
the troops in the neighbourhood of Paris ſhould be ſtationed WI. 
further off, although there were then in the neighbour 100d ne: 
more than three eee foot, and fix hundred horſe, an! 
which were there for fix months before. At another time it fr 
placed, by its own arret, under the ſafe- guard of the prima- 


ry aſſemblies, all thoſe who had delivered their opinions in 50 


thoſe aſſemblies, and invited the other ſections of Paris to of 
form a meeting of forty-eight commiſſioners, to declare to all n 
France the ſentiments of this commune upon the ſtate of 2f. e. 
fairs in the preſent juncture. On the 1cth Vendemiaire, this I 
ſection reſolved that a meeting of the electoral corps ſhould ME... 
be held at the Theatre Frangais on the next day, and adme-Wf: 
niſhed the other ſections to a like concurrence ; as hkewilt Will , 
to eſcort the electors to the place of rendezvous, and proteꝶ Wl; 
the aſſembly whilft fitting, with an armed force, if neceſſary, 
A partial meeting was in conſequence held there, and which 
continued its fitting for ſome time after a proclamation way 
iſſued by the convention, ordering the electors to diſperſe 
Indeed it was not without great difficulty that this proclamas 
tion was read before the door of that aſſembly. An armed 
force was then ordered out under general Menou, the com- 
mandant of the guard, to ſupport the proclamation; but they 
were gone before he arrived. On the 12th, this ſection Hi 
ed other inflammatory arrets; and on the night of the 1205 
another fruitleſs attempt was made by the government to ſut- 
round the commune of the ſection, and ſecure its members; 
for which failure, general Menou, who withdrew the troopi 
after he had ſurrounded it, was degraded, and the command 
transferred to Barras. On the 13th, the cataſtrophe took placd 
and ended as I have already ſtated. | 

That the party in queſtion meant to ſubvert the revolution 
and reſtore the ancient monarchy, and that the deſtruQiond 
the convention was the firſt ſtep in the train of thofe meaſures 
which were deemed neceſſary to accompliſh it, cannot be 
doubted. A ſlight attention only to the above facts ſufficient 
ly demonſtrates the truth of this aſſertion inell its parts. Evett 
in the primary aſſemblies, a ground was taken incompatibe 
with the preſent ſyſtem : Some free latitude, it ts true, 
people have a right to take in thoſe aſſemblies, however lim 
ed or ſpecial the object may be, upon which they are convened 


acting in harmony with the electoral corps, in contempt d 
the law, and in defiance of the convention, the caſe was i 
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tered. From that moment rebellion was announced in form, 
and the ſword of civil war was completely unſheathed; nor 
could it be reſtored whilit the convention ſurvived, or without 
a counter-revolution, otherwiſe than by reducing the revolted 
ſections to order. Fortunately the latter was the iſſue, and in 
conſequence whereof every thing has ſince progreſſed as the 
friends of the revolution have withed, The revolted ſections 
were immediately afterwards diſarmed, and without oppoſi- 
tion, and the electoral corps is now legally convened (thoſe 
of it who have not, in dread of puniſhment, made their eſcape) 
and with a diſpoſition to be more obſervant of the decrees, and 
accommodating to the exiſting government. | 
But, if this party had ſucceeded in its attack upon the con- 
vention, what would have followed? Would it likewiſe have 
ſucceeded in the other object, to which this was oply a ſtep ? 
A conjectural anſwer can only be given to a ſuppoſitious caſe. 


My opinion then is, that although the impreſhon would have 


been a deep one, yet the ultimate iſſue would have been the 
ſame. It 1s ſaid, and perhaps with truth, that in caſe the at- 
tack ſucceeded, it was intended the xlectoral corps ſhould im- 
mediately afſemble, and place itſelf, in ſome meaſure, at the 
head of France. The overthrow of the convention would 
have left the nation without a government or head, to influ- 
ence public meaſures; and in which caſe, this corps, being a 
legal one, and at the head of this great city, would have had 
ſtronger pretenſions to the public attention, than any whatever, 
It is not, however, to be preſumed, that it would have aſſumed 
the reins of government; but it would doubtleſs have underta- 
ken to admoniſh, and the probability is, that in ſuch a {tate 
f things, its admonitioa would have been regarded. With 
his view, it is believed that the criſis was brought on, at the 
preciſe point of time, before the meeting of the electoral aſſem- 
blies, to admit, in the interval, the communication of the 
rent (in caſe it were perpetrated) to all France, without 
allowing to the people ſufficient time to recover from the diſ- 
may and confuſion into which they would be thereby thrown, 
In ſuch a ſtate of things this corps might have made a great im- 
rethon upon the whole nation, ſupported as it would appear 
0 be, by all Paris; and as it really would be, at leaſt to that 


as already placed the old ci-deyant Duke of Nivernois,—a 
ian not without ſome literary merit, and whoſe character 
ad been ſo free from enormity, and his temper ſo dormant, 
at, although impriſoned, and in the liſt of thoſe who were 


emed, under what is called the reign of Robeſpierre, a fit 


tage, by a conſiderable portion. At the head of this corps 


have preſented. How they meant to improve it, had fortune 
placed them in that ſituation, is not known, nor is it probabk 


ſecond, by electing their own deputies, and inviting the other 


conſtitution in motion. Had the firſt been adopted, the nation 


. wiſhed it changed. All of theſe would have been ſtruck with 
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ſubject for the guillotine, yet he ſurvived that reign, and 1 


ceived his life as a boon from thoſe who were now threatened M a 
with deſtruction. It was faid he declined the preſidency; but h 
it is alſo believed, that his modeſt diſqualification was more the M c 
effect of an accurate calculation of chances, in the great game 5 
they were playing, than of principle; and of courſe, that i + 
the blow ſucceeded, he might be prevailed on to ſerve. A it 
majority of the corps, many of whom were likewiſe ci-devant i t 
nobles, was believed to be of the ſame principles. The nM ti 
tion would therefore have beheld, on the one fide, the con- 
vention overthrown, perhaps maſſacred, and whoſe member Ml 4: 
were, in general, known to be attached to the revolution; and th 
on the other, the electoral corps, with this perſon at its head, 
and which it would, of courſe, conclude was decidedly of op- 
polite political principles; the latter advanced forward u 

the ruin of the former, and in ſome ſort poſſeſſed of the rein 
of government. Surely no opportunity more favorable to the 
views of the royaliſts could have been fought, than this woull 


it will be; for it is to be preſumed, that whatever the plan 
was, admitting there was one already formed for ſuch a 
event, it had been concerted by the leaders only, and was 
not to be unfolded, until after the ſections were thus far 
plunged into the ſame atrocity with themſelves. There were 
two ways by which this opportunity might have been 1mpro- 
ved; the firſt, by an immediate declaration of royalty; the 


departments to do the ſame, for the purpoſe of putting the 


would, doubtleſs, have been greatly confounded, and in the 
moment of diſmay, the royaliſts would, moſt probably, hate 
come forward, and the patriots lain quiet. Soon, however, 
in Paris herſelf, ſymptoms of diſcontent would have been ſeen, 
and perhaps even in ſome of thoſe ſections which were fore 
moſt in the revolt ; many of whoſe citizens had joined the 
oppoſition from principle, in reſpect to the right of ſuffrage; 
ſome becauſe they had been perſecuted, or cenſured as terro'-W how 
iſts; and only becauſe they were patriots ; Ind others becauſe 
they doubted the political integrity of the preſent houſe, and 


conſternation, when they heard that a king was proclaimed 
and would have looked back with horror at the ſcene through 
which they had paſſed. CE 
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By this time too, ſome of the armies would have been ſeen 
advancing towards Paris, and which would moſt probably 
have had little to do: For I am perſuaded, that as ſoon as the 
citizens recovered from the extravagance into which they had 
been betrayed, they would be among the firſt to fall upon 
their betrayers. Had the ſecond been adopted, it is probable 
it would have ſecured the elections in favor of the royaliſts 
the decrees would of courſe have been rejected; nor would anyof 
the preſent members have been re- elected. Soon, however, this 
would have been ſeen by the people, and being ſeen, half the 
danger would have been provided againſt. In the memory of 
thole who were friendly to the revolution, and the catalogue 
of its friends muſt be a long one, counting thoſe only whoſe 
fathers and ſons were ſlaughtered in its defence on the fron- 
tiers, the deſtruction of the convention, under whoſe ban- 
ners they had bled, would form a moral cauſe that would 
hang heavy on the ſhoulders of the ſubſequent adminiſtration. 
The manner of the ſuffrage, though in form free, would be 
deemed an uſurpation, and the ſlighteſt deviation afterwards 
become a ſignal for revolt. If they uſed their power with vi- 
olence, the ſame effect would be produced as if a king were 
immediately proclaimed, and if they uſed it with moderation 
they might perhaps prevent the calamity of another criſis ; and 
whiling away in office the time allotted by the conſtitution, 
be enabled in the interim, ſo far to efface the memory of what- 
ever was paſſed, as to ſecure themſelves afterwards a retreat 
which would exempt them from puniſhment. But in neither 
caſe would they be able to reſtore the ancient monarchy. 
You will obſerve that my reaſoning is founded upon a belief 
that the army is ſound that the great bulk of the citizens of 
Paris are ſo likewiſe ; and that the farmers or cultivators in 
general, if not decidedly in favor of the revolution, though 
in my opinion they are, are at leaſt, not againſt it; and which 
belief, though perhaps erroneous, is the reſult of an attentive 
obſervation to ſuch facts and circumſtances as have appeared 
to me to merit attention. 

But you will aſk, if Paris is on the ſide of the revolution, 
how happened that ſuch a force was ſormed there againſt the 
convention, whilſt ſo ſmall a one was marſhalled on its fide ? 
Let us firſt eſtabliſh facts and then reaſon from them. Paris 
conſiſts of forty-eight ſections; and of which eight only were 
actually in arms againſt the convention, three for it, and the 
| Of thoſe too, who were ſent by the eight ſec- 
ons, it is preſumable from the percmptory manner of their 
creat, and the eaſe with which they were aſterwards diſ- 
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armed, as likewiſe by their uniform declarations, at the time 
and ſince, that the greater number did not expect to be led 
againſt the convention, or if they did, that they went with 
reluctance; ſo that, in my opinion, the real force which 
marched out for the purpoſe of actual hoſtility was inconſi- 


dcrable: And this too, it is ſaid, was in part compoſed of ad- 


venturers from other quarters, and in ſome inſtances even ef 


| foreigners. Still however, there was an actual revolt by thoſe 


ſeEtions, and at beſt a neutrality on the part of the others; 
the three who declared themſelves for the convention except- 
ed. How account for this? That the royaliſts had gained the 
preponderance in ſome few of the ſections, and particularly 
that of Lepclletier, is certain. But that this was not the 
caſe with many is preſumable. It is well known that the in- 
habitants of Paris in general, withed to get rid of their pre- 
ſent deputies, and for reaſons heretofore explained. The op- 
poſition to the decrees, therefore, may be thus accounted for; 
and with the greater propriety, becauſe it is certain they 
were oppoſed and even by the royaliſts, upon republican prin» 
ciples; the unalienable right of ſuffrage, c. and by which 
an impreiton was made in the primary aſſemblies upon the 
audience, and thence gradually extended throughout the city, 
In the primary aſſemblies too every perſon was allowed to 
ſpeak ; and it happened, that among the royaliſts there were 
forac good ſpeakers, and who by taking popular ground, en- 
groſſed for the time the public attention; by means whereof 
they were enahled to practiſe more extenſively upon the cre 
dulity of the leſs enlightened of their countrymen, than they 
were aware of. It often happens when a colliſion taks 
place between friends, and even upon a trivial cauſe, one a0 


ol irritation begets another, till finally the parties become i. 


reconcilable. How much more eaſy then was it for artful 
men, at the preſent moment, to prevail over the ignorant, and 
ſ:duce them into error ; eſpecially when it is known that the 
latter already wiſhed a change; that they thought they hade 


right to make it, and of which right they could not be depri 


ed without the ſacrifice of their liberty, in whoſe cauſe the 
had already fo long contended, and ſo greatly ſuffered. 

How explain the extraordinary phenomenon, why the ver 
ſections, who on the 4th Proirial were on oppolite ſides, ſhoull 
now. ſhift their ground, — ſo as that thoſe who then ſupported 
the convention, ſhould now be againſt it, and thoſe who op 
poſed ſhould now be for it? Taking the conyention as HK 
ſtandard, it remains only in any caſe to explain the motive d 
ſuch party as wanders from it; for that circumſtance au 
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creates doubt, and of courſe alone requires explanation. No 
i one will aſk why ſuch a party ſupports the convention, becauſe 
— ere can be no motive for ſuch an enquiry. In ſome caſes 
mm 2 party yielding ſuch ſupport may have leſs honorable mo- 
1 tives for it than another party had. I think I have ſeen ſuck 
& of myſelf : But in no caſe can the object be a counter-revoluti= 
* e Wl 00275 one. To this enquiry then, in this view, J have al- 
50 ready given a ſatisfactory anſwer, at leaſt ſo far as I am able 
t do it; for I have already explained what I deemed in ge- 
a neral the cauſe of the aberration of the ſections upon the pre- 
ae ſent occaſion, as I did upon the former one; that of the 
= Faubourg of St. Antoine and whoſe preſent conduct warrants 
* a i we opinion then given upon that head. | 
05 But how happened it, that ſo many of the diſaffected were 
choſen into the electoral corps, as to give the royaliſts a pre- 
Adar. ponderance there? How could a pcople attached to the revo- 
da WW lution commit the care of it to thoſe who were its foes, eſpe- 
cially to ſuch as, by their ſtation and character, were univer- 
which i known to be fuch ? This touches a ſubject extremely in- 
W oy tereſting; for it leads to facts over which a veil has yet been 
* tirown, but to which hiſtory will doubtleſs do juſtice; and in 


* which cafe it will preſent to view a ſcene of horror, in ſome re- 

i 80. ſpects, perhaps not lefs frightful than that which was exhibited 

: Pons under the reign of terror. Behind the curtain, as it were, for it has 
p 


en, ade but little noiſe in ſeveral of the departments, the terrible 
4 ſeourge of terror has ſhifted hands, and latterly been wielded 
by the royaliſts; who, beginning with the ſubaltern, and 


on = perhaps wicked agents of the former reign, had perſecuted 
gol: Ad murdered many of the ſoundeſt patriots; and beſt of men. 
50 m IL ſuch a height had this evil riſen, and ſo general was the 
pos "tful mputation of terroriſm, that in certain quarters the patriots 
FR 1} " £eneral were not only diſcouraged, but in a great meaſure 
ov” epreſſed. It is affirmed to be a fact, by thoſe who ought to 
b bade ow, and who merit belief, that in ſome of thoſe quarters, 
— epri „ad even where the preponderance in point of numbers was 


reatly in their favour, none attended the primary aſſemblies; 
nd that in others a few only attended, and who took no part 


the ven the proceedings. This therefore, will account why the 
. thoull oyaliſts took the lead in thoſe aſſemblies, and why ſo many 
I ported ff them were choſen in the electoral corps. 

gs ops But by what ſtrange viciſſitude of affairs was this effect pro- 
n as tht uced ? How could it happen under an adminiſtration un- 
motive d endly to royalty ? In truth, the explanation is diſtinctly 
ace 6 arked by preceding events, and has been in part unfolded, 


preceding communications. Terroriſm, or what was then 


they were ſanctified by public judgments and public execu- 
tions. The molt culpable, therefore, were thoſe who expi- 
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called ſo, the perſecution of the royaliſts, had gone td ſuch 
length, that it became indiſpentibly neceſſary to end it» Ty 
this object, therefore, the whole force of the government was 
directed, and with effect, for it was accompliſhed. But in 
itriking at terroriſm, perhaps by the unguarded manner of 
the blow, perhaps by thoſe conſequences which are inſepara- 
ble from ſuch vibrations, and which I deem the moſt likely, — 
an elevation was given for a while to the oppoſite extreme, 
The terroriſm of that day was the exceſs of the paſſion for li. 
berty, but it was countenanced by thoſe in office, as neceſſi- 
ry in their judgment, to bring about the revolution; nor were 
its acts diſplayed in private afla{linations : On the contrary, 
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ated for their crimes on the gth Thermidor. But with others 
in general, and even where the exceſs was criminal, the in- Wi | 
tention was otherwiſe. At that point, therefore, which di- o 
criminated between the vicious extravagancies of the moment, Wi h. 
and the ſpirit of patriotiſm itſelf, ſhould the ſcale have been Wil . 
ſuſpended : And there by the law it was ſuſpended; for I do 7 
not recollect any act of the convention which paſſed beyond 

it: Special outrages were, it is true, ſpecially corrected; but 

even in theſe caſes, I do not know an inſtance where the cor- WF 10 
rection was diſproportionate to the offence. But fo nice I 
the ſubject upon which they had to act, and fo delicate is tie ¶ 1. 
nerve of human ſenſibility, that it was impoſſible for the go. fe 
vernment under exiſting circumſtances, to moderate its rigor an. 
towards the royaliſts, without giving, in a certain degree, Wil an. 
encouragement to royalty. In this, therefore, it is to be pre- 80. 
ſumed the late event will produce a beneficial effect; for a pre 
the views of the royaliſts were completely unmaſked, and de- V 
feated, and which were always denied to exiſt, until the) cia 
were thus unmaſked, —it cannot otherwiſe than tend to open fro. 
the eyes of the community in that reſpect, and in the degree fie! 
to repreſs the arrogant ſpirit of royalty. To your judgment mit 


| however, theſe facts and obſervations, in reſpect to the lat reſ 


movement, are reſpectfully ſubmitted. wor 

I have lately been honored with your ſeveral favors of Mai te 
29th, June the iſt and 7th, and of July the 2d, 8th, 140, ung 
21ſt, 29th and 3oth; all of which came to hand about the 
ſame time, and generally by the rout of England; and to which 
1 will certainly pay the utmoſt attention. As, however, thu 
letter has already gone to an unreaſonable length, and elpec- 
ally as I wiſh you to be correctly informed of the character and 
fate of the movement in queſtion, I think it beſt to deſpatcl 
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this immediately, reſerving a more particular reply to thoſe favors 
for a future communication. For the preſent, however, per- 
mit me to add, that as yet no complaint has been made to me 
againſt the treaty ; nor have I heard any thing from the com- 
mittee on the ſubject, ſince the application requeſting infor- 
mation, in what light they were to view the reports reſpecting 
it; and which was made ſoon after the treaty was concluded. 
If any thing is intended to be ſaid, I think it will not be ſaid 
until after the new government is organized; nor then, until 
after it is known that the treaty is ratified; and in which caſe 
have reaſon to apprehend I thall hear from them on the ſub- 
ject. I truſt, however, let the event in that reſpe&, or the 
opinion which the committee may entertain, be what it may, 
| thall find that the ſame amicable and diſpaſſionate councils 
ſtill prevail towards us, that have been ſhewn for ſome time 
paſt. To inculcate which diſpoſition, not only by the docu- 
ments and lights derived from you, but by ſuch others as my 
own imperfect experience, and often too wandering judgment, 
have ſupplied has been, and be affured will continue to be, 
equally the object of my molt earneſt wiſhes, and undeviating 


efforts, 


P. S. As the veſſel by which this will be forwarded will 
not ſail until a gentleman, who is now here, arrives at Havre, 
have kept the letter with me for the purpoſe of adding to it 
what might immediately happen before his departure. On 
the day after to-morrow, the new government 1s to convene, 
and the proſpect is now favourable that it will then convene, 
and preciſely upon the ground ſtated in the preceding letter. 
Dome ſymptoms were latterly ſeen which gave cauſe for ap- 
prehenftion, that the expiring moments of the convention 
would be moments of great agony and convulſion. Denun- 
ciations and counter-denunciations were made, proceeding - 
from cauſes connected with the late movement; but happily 
tucſe are over, without producing any ſerious effect. A com- 
miſſion of five was appointed to make a ſupplemental report, 
relpecting that movement, and it was expected by many it 
would end in a propoſal to annul the proceedings of ſeveral of 
the departments, whoſe primary affemblies were ſaid to be 
under conſtraint by the royaliſts, and probably alſo ia the ar- 
reſtation of ſeyeral deputies; but that commiſſion has freed 
every one from uneaſineſs on that account, by a report juſt 
made; and which propoſes only ſome new proviſions for the 
trial of offenders in that movement, and others in ſeveral of 
the departments, who have committed atrocities of various 
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kinds, under the pretext of puniſhing the terroriſts. E 
moment mult be deemed critical, in the exiſting circumſtan- 
ces of this country; being at the eve of a great revolution, a 
tranſition from one government to another; and eſpecially 
when it is known, that there is a party, not deſpicable in point 
of numbers, and leſs ſo in activity and talents, always ready 
to ſeize every incident that occurs, to throw every thing into 
confuſion z and which party is connected, not only with the 
emigrants abroad, but with the ſurrounding powers, by whom 
the neceſſary means are furniſhed for the purpoſe. But yet it 
| ſeems as if the convention would retain its ſtrength to the laſt 
moment of its exiſtence, and tranſmit its powers unimpaired 
to its ſucceſſor. The decrees are ſaid to be univerſally ob- 
ſerved, and the leading members of both ſides of the houſe 
are in general re-cleCted ; theſe are to elect the others, fo as 
to make up the two-thirds of the new government. 
© Lately Jourdan received a check on the other ſide of the 
Rhine, and which occaſioned his falling back to the Rhine, 
upon which river both his and Pichegru's army are poſted, 
The cauſe of this is not diſtinctly known; but certain it 1g 
that the deputy of the military ſection of the committee of 
public ſafety has been ſince arreſted, upon a ſuſpicion of tres 
chery ; as are three others, upon a charge of treaſonable cor. 
reſpondence with their enemies; but with what propriety 
do not pretend to determine. It is worthy of remark, that 
it was known in England and in Baſle before it happened, 
that there would be a movement here at the time it happen- 
ed; at which time too, the count d'Artois landed from Eng- 
land upon the lile of Dicu, near the French coaſt, oppoſite 


the Vendee, where he ſtill is. , 
A report was yeſterday made to the convention, of an im- 1 
portant advantage gained in a rencounter in the Mediterr- 
nean, in which the French took a ſhip of the line and damay- 
ed greatly two others; and likewiſe took fourteen merchant f 
ſhips richly laden and eſtimated at an enormous ſum. Two 8 
other advantages in other quarters are ſpoken of, ſtill more 0 
Jignal than this, but not by authority. of | 
Moneron is returned, but whether by order of the French 9 
government (as I ſuſpect, and in conſequende of the fortunate 
iſſue of the late movement) or the failure of his miſſion, be i 
what it might, is uncertain. Be aſſured if Mr. Jay's treat 
is Tatified, it will excite great diſcontent here. Of this, how- f. 
ever, I ſhall be able to ſpeak with more eertainty, after the 8 


new government is organized. 
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From Mr. MoNkot, ro. THE SECRETARY OF STATE, 


Paris, November 5th, 1795. 
SIR, 


On the 27th ultimo, the convention ended its career, 
by declaring that its powers ceaſed z and immediately after- 
wars the inflallation of the new government began in the ſame 
hall, by a verification of the powers of its deputies, and their 
diſtribution into two branches, according to the mode pre- 
{cribed in the conſtitution 3 and which was completed in that 
and the ſucceeding day. It was found upon inſpection, that 
the decrees heretofore noticed, were univerſally obeyed ; and 
that of the two-thirds of its legiſlative branches, who were to 
be taken from among the members of the convention, more 
than a majority were elected by the departments; ſo that the 
duty impoſed upon thoſe who were elected, of ſupplying the 
deficiency by their own ſuffrage, became proportionably more 
eaſy and leſs objectionable. This, therefore, was immediate- 
ly executed by ballot ; and after which the interior organiza- 
tion of each branch followed, and which took up a day or 
two only; then the members of the Directoire, or executive, 
were choſen, and which was done on the 31it ultimo, and 
whereby the new government was completely inſtalled. 

When J obſerve that the ſcene, which was exhibitzd upon 
this great occaſion, reſembled in many reſpects what we ſee 
daily acted on our fide of the Atlantic, in our national and 
ſtate aſſemblies, you will have a better idea of the tranquillity 
which reigned throughout, than I can otherwife deſcribe. — 
Nor ſhall I be accuſed of an unbecoming partiality, if I draw 
from the increaſing ſimilitude in their and our political inſtitu- 
tions, which this conſtitution and other proceedings furnith, 
the moſt favorable hopes of the future proſperity and welfare 
of this Republic. 

The adoption of a new conſtitution, founded upon the 
equality of human rights, with its legiſlative powers diſtribut- 
ed into two branches, and other improvements in the execu- 
tive and judiciary departments, though {till perhaps imper- 
tect, yet certainly far beyond what paſt experiments here 
gave reaſon to expect, —is an event of great importance, not 
only to France, but perhaps to mankind in general. Its com- 
plete inauguration too aſſures us that its merits will be tried: 
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Though, indeed, under the exiſting circumſtances of a war 


with the neighbouring powers, who are intereſted in its over- 
throw; of a {trong party within, inceſſantly labouring to pro- 
mote the ſame object; together with the derangement of 
the finances and other embarraſſments which were inſepara- 
ble froni the difficulties they had to encounter the experi- 
ment ought not to be called a fair one. If, however, it does 
ſucceed, and the republican ſyſtem is preſerved here, not- 
withſtanding the various and complicated difficulties which 
oppoſed its eſtabliſhment, and ſtill ſhakes its foundation, —it 
will certainly furniſh a complete refutation of all thoſe argu- 
ments, which have been in all ages and nations urged againſt 
the practicability of ſuch a government, and eſpecially in old 
countries. | 

Reveillere Lepeaux, Rewbell, Sieyes, Le Tourneur and 
Barras are elected into the directoire; and who are all diſtin- 
guiſhed for their talents, and integrity, as likewiſe their de- 
votion to the revolution; a circumſtance which not only fur- 
niſhes reaſonable ground whereon to eſtimate the principles of 
thoſe who choſe them, but which will likewiſe tend effentl- 
ly to give ſtability to the revolution itſelf. 

I write you at preſent, only to communicate this 1mport- 
ant event, and will hereafter, as heretofore, keep you regularly 


| adviſed of what ſhall appear to me to merit communication. 


P. S. Sieyes has declined accepting his ſeat in the .direc- 
toire, and Carnot is appointed in his ſtead. 4 

Mr. Fauchet is lately arrived, and as he appears to be ex. 
tremely diſſatisfied with Mr. Jay's treaty with Great Britain, 
and is apparently well received by his government, I doubt 
not his communications on that head will be attended to. 


* 


From the Secretary of Slate of the United States, 4 Mr. Monree: 
; * 


September 12th, 1795. 
SIR, 


. * 

Tk office of ſecretary of ſtate being at preſent vs. 
cant by the reſignation of Mr. Randolph, I have it in com- 
mand from the Preſident, to acknowledge your letters dated 
November 7th, 1794; January 13th; February 12th 
18th ; March 6th, 7th, 12th, 13th; May 7th, 17th; June 
14th and 26th, 1705: And to communicate ſuch infot- 
mation as the preſent ſtate of things appears to require. 
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You have already been furniſhed withi a copy of the treaty 
lately negociated between the United States aud Great Britain; 
but leſt that ſhould have miſcarried, you will ſinò another in- 
cloſed. This treaty has, after the moſt mature deliheration, 
been ratified by the Prefident, on the condition propoſed by 
the ſenate z and has been tranſmitted to London. On the 
preſumption, that it will receive an equizalent ratification on 
the part of Great Britain, and thus become a compact be- 
tween the two nations, it is proper that you ſhould be poſ- 
{fled of the opinions of the government; eſpecially as it ap- 
pears probable from your letters and from the movements of 
diſaffected perſons here, that unfavourable impreſſions upon 
the government and people of France may be apprehended. 
As we have ever been moſt ſincerely deſirous of cultivating 
friendſhip with that nation, the moſt prompt and candid 
meaſures were taken in every ſtage of the negociation, to pro- 
duce tranquillity and ſatis faction, which the rules preſcribed 
by cuſtom in ſuch caſes would juſtify or permit. The reſult, 
now made public, will evince that the rights of France, whe- 
ther founded on the laws of nations or their treaties with us, 
remain unviolated and unimpaired. | 

It is already known to you, that Mr. Jay was ſpecially in- 
ſtructed by the Preſident, to ſtipulate nothing with Great Bri- 
tain contrary to the engagements of the United States to 
France. This part of the Preſident's inftructions was othct- 
ally communicated to Mr. Fauchet, the miniſter of the Re- 
public; and independent of the obligation impreſſed upon our 
envoy, the honor of the government became pledged, to re- 
uſe the ratification of any article derogatory from oui engage- 
ments to France, which might be inadvertentiy admitted by 
our negociator. . 

Accordingly, ſoon after the deciſion of the ſenate had been 
given, and previous to the ratification by the Preſident, Mr. 
Adet, the preſent miniſter, was furniſhed with a copy of the 
treaty and requeſted to communicate his obſervations thereon. 
A copy of his letter, and of the reply of the ſecretary of ſtate, 
ze incloſed; by which you will perceive the nature of the 
objections which were urged, and that ſuch explanations were 
immediately given and ſuch conſtructions adopted, as muſt 
hare been fatisfactory. We infer this, no leſs from the ex- 
planations themſelves, than from the ſubſequent ſilence of 
the miniſter. 

The late conduct of Great Britain in detaining the veſſels 
of che United States, laden with proviſions and bound to 
France, is however calculated to create inquietude; it is, 


maritime nation, to make conceſſions in favour of a neut 
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therefore, proper to explain the 18th article more particular. 
ly than Mr. Randolph has done ; eſpecially as this part of the 
treaty has been miſrepreſented in this country, as being un. 
friendly to France. 5 

It cannot be doubted, that the United States have a power. 
ful intereſt in diminiſhing by treaty the catalogue of contrz 
band articles as much as poſſible ; to this they are invited m 
leſs by their pacific policy, which inclines them to cultivate 
and extend neutral rights, than by the operation of the la 
of nations upon ſeveral valuable articles of export, the pr 
duce of our own country. No nation can be ſuſpected of 
inſincerity, in the purſuit of objects connected with its in 
. mediate intereſt; accordingly the moſt zealous exertions hax 
been uniformly made by the United States, to eſtabliſh pri 
ciples favourable to free commerce. A time of war w 
however, moſt unfavorable for this purpoſe, eſpecially whe 
the object, as in the preſent caſe, was to induce a powerhi 


and defenceleſs commerce. : 

The reſult of the negociation with Great Britain has the 
fore ſhewn, that ſhe will not relax in our favor, from th 
ſtrict maxims of the law of nations, defining contraband, tl 
the principles of which are adopted in the treaty: Th 
though the firſt clauſe of the 18th article embraces gen 
kinds of merchandize, which the policy of modern times 
by ſpecial treaties admitted to be articles of free commer 
yet it is believed, that not a ſingle one is included as contraband 


which has not been ranked as ſuch by approved writers on pul 
law of nations. It is not, therefore, correctly ſaid, that wlll "© 
have relinquiſhed any neutral rights, the exerciſe of which wo 4 
have been beneficial to France; and yet this is the ſtrongl 7 
charge which has been advanced againſt the treaty, with th 11 
ſhadow of reaſon. The treaty has barely recited in the l et 
contraband, what was before ſo, under a law which we co * 
not mitigate; and though we were deſirous of relaxing the 
gor of this law, yet a recital of it in the preſent treaty, t 
the beſt which could be done, and was neceſſary, in order *” £ 
admoniſh our maritime and commercial citizens of a nilq C 
which really exiſted. WY & 
The ſecond clauſe of the 18th article clearly refers to H ©" * 
doctrine aflerted by Great Britain, that proviſions may becoi Pe 
contraband, when deſtined to places not inveſted or bloc uk 
ed. To this pretenſion, which is contrary to our intere mou 
and as we are inclined to believe, unwarranted by the law = 


nations, eſpecially in the extent aſſerted by Great Britain, 
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gould not accede: The opinions of our government on this fub- 
ject, formerly expreſſed, and well known to you, being am- 
ply detailed in the correſpondence of Mr. Jefterſon and Mr. 
Pinckney in the year 1793. Though we have not been able to 
induce Great Britain to relinquiſh her conſtruction, we have 
IE not abandoned ours; and the reſult has been a ſtipulation, 

that whenever proviſions, and other articles, not generally con- 
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the pre . 

nected of the detention. B+ : | 

H N It is obvious, that if the Britiſh conſtruction of the law of 
:ons ha rations were admitted to be juſt, the ſtipulation in the treaty 
lin ol vould be favourable to neutral commerce; we do not, how- 
a 2 ever, admit their conſtruction; the contrary appears from the 


treaty ;—we have only guarded by ſuch means as were in our 
power againſt the effects of a doctrine which has been and 
2 neun which will be ſtrenuouſly oppoſed, by all reaſonable means 
which may offer. | . 

Whether this pretenſion, on the part of Great Britain, was 
of ſuch a nature as ought to have been reſiſted by force, is a 
queſtion, which it pertains to the proper authorities of the 
United States to decide: They are the excluſive judges, and 


ally Wheel 
power 


licy, and honor; and on theſe ſubjects, they will never aſk 
the advice, nor be governed by the councils, of any foreign 


mmer | | 
_— nation whatever. We acknowledge ourſelves bound to ſti- 
ers on il pulate nothing which may derogate from our prior engage- 


ments; this we have not done by the preſent treaty, and this 
we will never do: Even in caſes where we are not bound 
by treaty, we will not ſtipulate to ſurrender our rights as a 


1, that" 
ch wo 


_ veutral nation, to the injury of our friends; but we mult be 
' the lit ett to determine in what manner we can moſt beneficially ob- 
u we coll vate an evil, and when it is proper for us to repel an injury. 
ing the The preſent ſituation of Europe admonithes us to avoid the cala- 
reaty, | mities of war. Having attained the poſſeſſion of a free and hap- 
in order Ml I government, and having nothing leſt to hope or deſire beyond 
f a na bur preſent internal enjoyments, our ſolicitudes are principal- 
ly attracted to the vexations and depredations committed up- 
fers to fil on our commerce: Theſe are indeed great, and are inflicted 


upon us by all the parties to the war; notwithſtanding which, 
our commerce has continued to be lucrative and extenſive; 
though, unfortunately for us, as we have no means of pro- 
tecting it againſt injuſtice, it is vulnerable, in the ſame pro- 
portion that it is extenfive. 


ay becol 
5 2 
intere 
the law 
Britain, 


cantile profit, including freight and the expenſes incident ta 


competent guardians, of whatever concerns our intereſts, po- 
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attempted by us, without a total facrifice of our commerce. 
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The degree of ſecurity which we enjoy 1s. welt: known tu 
depend more upon the common wants. of the nations at war, 
than upon any exertions which we can immediately. make of 
an offenſive nature: Indeed, nothing of this kind could be 


How prepoſterous is that policy which requires us to abandon 
and deſtroy the very object, for the preſervation of which we 
are invited to commence hoſtilities. x1 
It may not be amiſs to dilate on the conſequences of our en- 
gaging in the war againſt Great Britain. 3 as 
1. Seeing ſhe has the command of the ſea (and appear- 
ances ſtrongly indicate that ſhe will maintain that command) 
our commerce might, in one year, be annihilated z and thous 
ſands of our ſeamen be ſhut up or dying in jails and priſon- Wl tr 
ſhips. In addition to her fleets and eruizers now in commiſ- n 
ſion, privateers would ſwarm, as ſoon as an object ſo allur- Wi of 
ing and ſo affailable as the American commerce, ſhould pre, Wl Br 
ſent. If we look back to the laſt two years of cur revolution Wil co 
war a judgment may be formed on this point. A ftriking Wl be: 
defect in her naval arrangements in preceding years left our Ml for 
ports open for the entry of commerce, for the equipping ol Wl op 
privateers, and the introduction of prizes. A different ar- WI ve: 
rangement in the latter period of that war totally changed the Wl rea 
ſcene. The ſmall privateers were hauled up, as no longer able Wi vil 
to cope even with their armed merchantmen ; and the larger Wil the 
privateers were taken. Our mercantile ſhipping fell, at the WM nit 
ſame time, a ſacrifice to the vigilant operations of the Britiſ N exp 
navy. At the preſent moment her naval power is extended . 
beyond all former examples; while that of her enemies 1s at WI: 
leaſt not encreaſed. 1 
2. Our landed, as well as commercial, intereſts would ſu- Wo it 
fer beyond all calculation. Agriculture, above the ſupply d Wl de 
our own wants, would be fuſpended, or its produce periſh on Wexte 
our hands. The value of our lands, and every ſpecies a pu 
domeſtic property, would fink. | 
3. The ſources of revenue failing, public credit would be {Wa ir 
deſtroyed, and multitudes of our citizens, now depending on 
its preſervation, be involved in ruin. The people at large 
from the ſummit of proſperity, would be plunged into an abyb 
of miſery, too ſudden, and too ſevere, patiently to be borne 
To encreaſe their calamities, or make them felt more ſent 
bly, direct taxes muſt be levied to ſupport the war. And 
it would be happy for us, if we could contemplate onlf 
a forcign war, in which all hearts and hands might be uur 


ted. 
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n . baer che chicumſtances mentiqhed, u War with Great 
t war, Britain would be eſſentially injurious to France. With our own 
ake of W principal ports blocked up, and her ſea- eoaſf᷑ lined (as at pre- 
uld be ſent) with Britiſh cruizers, there would be an end to our in- 


merce. tercourſe with France. And it is by our commerce only 


dandon chat we can give her any valuable aid. Men the wants not; 


ich ve and if ſhe did want, we could not tranſport them. Atruitleſs 
diverſion, on the fide of Canada, would nearly bound our ef- 


our en- forts. But while we continue our neutrality, the benefits we 
- » WH may render to France and her colonies are immenſe. And, 
appear: though the renewal of the order for capturing neutral veſſels 
mand) Wl den with proviſions, while extremely vexatious to us, adds to 
1 thous Wi their diſtreſſes, yer the tenor of the 18th article of our late 
priſon- Wl treaty with Great Britain, though with ſome a ſubject of cla- 
omuut- WJ mour, will remedy, in a degree, the miſchievous tendency 
o allur- WF of that order: For the article, far from giving a right to Great 
ld pre, Britain to capture our proviſion veſſels, only preſcribes the 
rolution Wi courſe to be taken, when, by the law of nations, proviſions 
ſtriking Wl become contraband. They are not to be confiſcated, but paid 
left our Wi for, with a reaſonable mercantile profit. What will be the 
ping of operation of this proviſion ? Will it check, or encourage, ad- 
rent ar- ¶ ventures to France? We think, the latter: For'if our veſſels 
ged the Wi reach the French ports, all the expected profits of the voyage 
ger able I vill be gained: If they are taken by the Britiſh, although 
e larger Wi there may be leſs profit; there can be no lofs. Conſequently, 
, at the inſtead of diſcouraging, this article will rather promote, the 
> Britiſh N exportation of proviſions for France; for, in the event of ar- 
xtended Wi rival or capture, the American merchant is certain of making a 
ics 18 table voyage. ; E 
That this article in the treaty reſpecting proviſions has had 
2uld ſul- ¶ no influence in the meaſures of the Britiſh cabinet, is clear to 
upply dq: demonſtration : For the order, ſo far as we are informed, 
eriſh on {Wextends to other neutral nations with whom there is no ſimilar 
cies d tipulation. And before the article exiſted, we too well knew 
the conduct of that court was the ſame, - And claiming, as 


vould be n independent nation, the right of judging in ſuch caſe, it 
iding on eas evidently expedient fot. the United States to obtain from 
at large, ber ſome ſtipulation which, without admitting her claim, 
an aby6 {Would not leave our commerce to future ſpoliations, without 
e borne ny definite means of liquidation or redreſss. 

re ſenſ . Some men, forgetting their own profeſſed principles, when 
r. And 7 advert only to our relation to Great Britain; forgetting 
late only hat they are the citizens of an independent ſtate, have faid, 


nat while France with whom we have a treaty of amity and 
mmerce was at war, we ought not form with her enemy a 
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| Gmilar treaty, by which our ſituation would be changed. But 


where is the principle to ſupport this rule; and where will it 
find any limits? We have treaties with many other powers; 


one or the other of whom may be always at war; are we ne- 


ver then to make another treaty ? - x" I] | 
Others have ſaid, France will be di/þ/eaſed. This we ſhould 
regret, for two reafons : One becauſe we really with to pleaſe 
our old and friendly allies ; the other, becauſe we  defire to 
ſee, and doubt not we ſhall ſee, her deportment towards us 
correſpond with her own fundamental principle : 'That every 


independent nation has an excluſive right to manage its own 


affairs. All our external duties center here: That in our 
new engagements we violate no prior obligation. | 

That France ſhould manifeſt a watchful jealouſy of any 
conneCtions we might form with hey ancient and inveterate 
enemy, is perfectly natural. It is the ſame ſpirit which 
prompted her to afford us that efficient aid, which was ſo im- 
portant to the achieving of our independence. By breaking 
off ſo large a portion of the Britiſh Empire, the power of i 
formidable rival was effentially diminiſhed. No wonde 
the ſhould now be alive to the remoteſt proſpect of re- union 
not of government, but of intereſts and good-will. But to 
the * poſitions you may give all the ſolemnity af 
truths. 

1ſt. That the late negociation has not proceeded from any pre 


dilection in cur government towards Great Britain. We abit: 


by our orignal declaration reſpecting the Britiſh : « We hold 
them, as we hold the reſt of mankind, enemies in war, i 
peace friends. | es 
» 2d, That, from the remembrance of a long, bloody and fir 
ing avar, from which we were juſt beginning to recover, and n 
taſte the bleſſings of peace, whatever even SEEMED to tend to a it 
zeal of it, wwas ſeriouſly deprecated. Wo 
3d. That there were many cauſes of difference beteueen us am 
Great Britain, the adjuſtment of which admitted 7 no lunge. 
delay. One was the detention of the weſtern poſts, under: 
real or affected belief that the United States were the firſt to 
infringe the peace of 1783. From this detention reſulted 
bloody and expenſive Indian war; aloſs of revenue by tht 
ſuſpenſion of the ſale of lands; and a deprivation of the fu 
trade. To theſe were added freſh excitements to a more ei- 
rended Indian war, and the vexations and ruinous ſpoliations 
of our commerce. Our differences on theſe and 
grounds had riſen to a height that required an immediate It 
medy. - War or negociation were the alternatives. We chol 


3, 


CT 
the latter. Had this failed, war ſeemed ſcarcely avoidable. 
But in that caſe, theſe good effects were counted upon. The 
conſciouſneſs of uſing the proper means of averting ſo great a 
calamity z union among ourſelves, when war ſhould have ap- 
peared inevitable; and divifion among our enemies who 
ſhould have refuſed an/amicable ' ſettlement of our juſt de- 
mands : Beſides which we gained time for preparation. 


4th. That the commercial part of the treaty, though not umim- 
portant, wwas but a ſubordinate object, and at the ſame time not 4 
new meaſure. "This is well known to every well informed 
citizen of the United States. It is a fact, that a commercial 
treaty has been ſought after ever ſince the peace; under the 


old government, and ſince the eſtabliſhment of the new one. 
lt is a fact, that upon the arrival of Mr. Hammond, the Bri- 
tſh miniſter, and an intimation that he was impowered to 
enter into commercial arrangements, he was met with avidi- 
ty by Mr. Jefferſon, the ſecretary of ſtate: And when it was 
diſcovered that his powers extended only to an inconcluſive 
diſcuſſion of this ſubject, diſappointment and chagrin were the 
reſult. It may be added, that meaſures have been propoſed 
and powerfully ſupported in the legiſlature, the ſole object of 
which was to force Great Britain into a commercial treaty. 
5th. That the government of the United States is fincerel 

friendly to the French nation. Te latter, doubtleſs, — 
that the body of American citizens are well affected towards 
them. The belief is well founded: But it is equally applica- 
ble to thoſe in the adminiſtration of the government. If any 
thing could weaken this general attachment; it would be a re- 
currence to ſuch diſorganizing projects, and outrages on the 
lovereignty and dignity-of the United States, as marked and 
diſgraced the miniſtry of Genet. The precipitate, and in the 
main; ill-founded reſolutions of a few ſmall popular meetings, 
are not to be taken as true indications of the American ſenti- 
ment. Very different is the opinion of the great body of the 
people. Theſe are beyond example proſperous, contented 


and happy. Where any ſymptoms of another nature have ap- 


peared, they are to be traced to ignorant and perverſe miſre- 
preſentations of the treaty. This, as it becomes better un- 
derſtood, is more and more approved. | 

That the treaty would ſettle every point in diſpute entirely 
to our ſatisfaction, and ſecure to us all the commercial advan- 
tages we could wiſh for, no reaſonable man could expect. 
Our antagoniſts too had claims, opinions and wiſhes. And 
where there are oppoſing intereſts, nations as v ell as indivi- 
duals are likely to make erroneous eſtimates of their reſpeCtive 


Z 
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rights. When, therefore, every argument war exhauſted, 
and found unavailing to ſettle the diſputed points more ta out 
advantage, the terms as we ſee them were adopted. The ſenate, 
after a very deliberate diſcuſſion and conſideration of the tres. 
ty, in all its relations, adviſed its ratification, on the condi- 
tion ſtated in their reſolution: And, on that condition, it has 
received the Preſident's ſanction. It now reſts with the king of 
Great Britain to give or withhold his afſent. We are diſpoſed 
to think that his aſſent will be given: For it is the intereſt of 
Great Britain not to increaſe the number of her enemies, or 
to deprive herſelf of the benefits of a commercial inter. 
courſe with the United States. It 1s not leſs our intereſt to 
remain at peace; and the Preſident, as the firſt miniſter of 
good to the people, is bound to take all reaſonable and prudent 
means to preſerve it. Peace 1s the ordinary and eligible ſtate 
our nation; and your duties as its agent abroad reſult from 
luis condition of our country. And as nothing has yet hap- 
p-ned which renders it in any degree probable, that the United 
States will become a party in the exiſting war, every-intima- 
tion hich may invite the expectations and enterprizes of the 
French government, calculating on ſuch an event, is there- 
fore carefully to be avoided. - | 


I am, Sc. 5 8 
TIMOTHY PICKERING. 


From Mr. Pickering, to Mr. Monroe. © 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE. by 
2885 September 14th, 1795: © 
SIR, | | 
Bronx this letter reaches you, inofficial information 
will probably get to hand, of the outrage committed by the 
Britith man of war the Africa, commanded by.captain Rod- 
ham Home, in his attempt to take Mr. Fauchet and his papers, 
on his paſſage from New-York down the ſound. to Newport; 
where be was to embark for France, in the frigate Meduſa. 
The ſtation taken by the Africa, in the waters of the ſtate of 
Rhode- Iſland, ſeems to have ſuggeſted to the people at News 
port the idea that ſhe intended to intercept Mr. Fauchet. An 
expreſs, therefore, was ſent to Stonington in Connecticut, 


where the ſloop in which Mr. Fauchet had embarked was de- 


5 


L295 J 

nined-bu<ontrary winds, to warn kim of his danger. He 
then quitted the {loap ; andꝭ taking his valuable papers with 
kim, purſucd his journey by land. 
Captain Home made the expected attempt; the fleop was 

ht to, and two officers of the Africa went on board to 
ſearch. and take Mr. Fauchet, or his papers, or both; cap- 
tain Home, it feems, ſaid. the ahject was to take his papers 
only 3. and accordingly, finding that thoſe of value had been 
landed with Mr. Fauchet, the reit were returned unopened. 
Thi particulars of this action are ſtated in the depofition of 
captain Fhomas Bliſs, the maſter ot the packet in which Mr. 
Fauchet had embarked, of hich a copy is incloſed. Nou 
will alſo find inclafed, the copy of an infolent letter from Cap- 
tain Home tor the Governor of Nhode-Iſland, to be conveyed 
through the Britiſh vice-conſul,. Mr. Moore; who was fo in- 
Utcreet, and ſo little reſpected the dignity of our government, 
as to ſend the governor a copy of it. ie ö 
Theſe evidences of the outrage and inſulting conduct of 
Captain Home, with the co-operation of Mr. Moore, were 
communicated to the Britiſh miniſter and charge des affaires; 
and the expectations of government of reparation announced. 
For this purpoſe, and to give opportunity for counter-repre- 
ſentations and explanations, time was neceſſary. Lime ac- 
cordingly was given: For juſtice as well as prudence required 
an obſervation of the maxim: Audi alleram partem. 

After a reaſonable time had elapſed, and no ſatisfactory 
explanations or. counter-proofs being offered, the Prefident 
decided on the meaſures he would take. Theſe you will find 
in the inciofed copy of my letter of the 5th inſtant, -to-Go- 
vernor Fenner. . Befides which, the miniſter of the Tinted 
States in London, is charged fully to repreſent theſe vntra- 
ges of Captain Home, and to preſs fer ſuch reparation as 
the nature of the caſe authoriſes the Preſident to demand. 
* What this ſhould be it was not neceſſary to ſpecify. The 
* Preſident relies that his Britannic majeſty will duly eſtimate 
© the injuries and inſults proved to have been committed by 
Captain Home, againſt che United States; and inflict up- 
gon him fuch exemplary puniſhment as his aggravated offen- 
ces deſervez as the violated rights of a ſovereign {tate require; 
* and as it will become the juſtice and honor of his majeſty's 
government to impoſe.” en 

The letter before mentioned, to Governor Fenner, was ſent 
from Philadelphia by the poſt, on Saturday the 5th inſtant, 
when it bears date. On the Monday following, intelligence 


was received that the Meduſa had ſailed on the firſt ; and that 
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the Africa in two or three hours afterwards got under way to 


urſue her. I am particular in ſtating the days when the 
Preſident's orders to Governor Fenner were deſpatched, and 
when the firſt information reached Philadelphia that the Me- 
duſa had ſailed ; becauſe it is not improbable that the ſuſpen- 
ſion of thoſe orders may be repreſented as calculated to be in- 
operative; and it may be ſuggeſted, that they were not iſſued 
finally; until it was known that the Africa had left the waters 
of Rhode-Iſland. But the facts are as I have ſtated them; 
and the true and only cauſes of the ſuſpenſion are thoſe which 


I have mention, and which you will ſee in the letter to Go- 


vernor Fenner. | | 
The circumſtances in reſpe to wind and weather under 
which the Meduſa ſailed, joined with her ſwift failing, ena- 
bled her to eſcape from the Africa, which has ſince return» 
ed to her former ſtation at Rhode-Iſland. The Preſident's 
orders, prohibiting all intercourſe with her, will now come 
into operation: And for her additional violation of the rights 
of a neutral nation, in immediately purſuing the Meduſa, 
a new demand of ſatisfaction will be made on the Britiſh go- 
vernment. A naval force to c:mpela due reſpect to our rights 
on the water you know we do not poſſeſs. 

I have the pleaſure to inform you, that peace with all the 
Indians on our frontiers is at 5 accompliſned. Georgia 
and the South Weſtern territory have, for ſome months paſt, 
enjoyed tranquillity; and the moſt prejudiced againſt the 
Creeks, believe their pacification ſincere. On the 3d of Au- 
25 8 general Wayne concluded a treaty with all the Weſtern 

ndians. This fact is declared in a letter of that date from 
the quarter-maſter-general, at head-quarters, to his deputy, 
major Craig, at Pittſburg ; ſo I rely upon it. I ſuppoſe gene! 
ral Wayne muſt have ſent off the official account, wi 
_ treaty, C one of his aids, whoſe arrival I daily expect. 

Quiet poſſeſſion has been taken of Preſqu'ifle ; where ſome 
works are now erecting, for the protection of the inhabitants, 
and the ſecurity of our garriſon. | 
But for the vexations on our commerce by the belligerent 
powers (for they are not confined to the Britiſh) we ſhould 
enjoy perfect repoſe, amidſt unexampled proſpexity. 
bf 


I am, Sc. | | 
TIMOTHY PICKERING: * 
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Few the Mini ſter of Foreign Rabies, to the M b Plenipes 
tentiary of the United States of America. | 
Poris, 16th Brumaire, 3d Year of the Republic 


November 7th, 1795.) 
SIR, | 


I NomT1Fy you, that the executive directory has confi- 
ded to me the Miniſtry of Foreign Relations. Be affured, 
that in accepting this ſtation, I have conſidered as one of its 
moſt important functions, that of keeping up the friendſhip 
which ſubſiſts between the French Republic and your govern- 
ment, and that I ſhall ſeize, with eagerneſs, every opportuni- 
ty to tighten its bonds. 


CH. DE LA CROIX, 
Miniſter of Foreign Affairs. 


From Mr. Monroe, to the Miniſter of Foreign Relations. 


Paris, November 10th, 1795. 


I RECEIVED yeſterday, with pleaſure, the notification 
you were pleaſed to give me, of your appointment by the di- 
reCtoire, to the office of Foreign Relations; and beg leave to 
aſſure you, that, as a cultivation of the amity and good un- 
derſtanding which ſubſiſts between the two Republics, was a 
principal object of my miſſion here, ſo I ſhall always be happy 
m meeting you, in all thoſe meaſures which may be deemed 
beſt calculated to promote that deſirable end. 


<< WW — * — 
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FRoM MR. Moxzox, TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE, 


Paris, December 6th, 1795. 
SIR, 


I was lately honored with originals and triplicates of 
your favors of the 12th and 14th of September laſt. The du- 


plicates are yet to be received. 
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By the firſt of theſe letters, I learn that the preſident has 


ratified the late treaty with England;: And by the ſecond, the 


meaſures taken to vindicate our tertitorial rights, that were 
violated by the captain of a Britiffi FORT in an attempt to 
ſeize Mr. Fauchet, the late French miniſter, within our juriſ- 
diction, on his return home; and to which communications 
due regard ſhall be paid, as occaſion requires. 

That the treaty was ratified, was a fact well eſtabliſhed here, 
before the receipt of your favor. It was, indeed, generally cre- 
dited before the arrival of Mr. Fauchet; by whom it was con- 
firmed, and afterwards doubted by none. As I had no rea- 
ſon to conclude, from any communication from your departs 
ment, that the contrary would be the cafe, fo I had never cal 
culated on the contrary z nor had I given this government any 
reaſon to calculate on the contrary; having left it to form it 
own judgment on that point, according :to its own-tights 57 fo 
that, in this reſpect, I have nothing wherewith to reproach 
myſelf on the ſcore of diſcretion. 

Ihe effect which this incident produced in the councils of 
this country, through its ſeveral ſtages, may be traced in my 
fornyzr communications; and to which I beg to refer you, 
To theſe I haye, at preſent, nothing materiat new to add, 
Symptoms of diſcontent, it is true, are {till ſeen ; but whether 
they, will aſſume an aſpe& more unpleaſant, I know not: If 
they do, or any thing occurs of ſuthcient importance to me- 
Tit your attention, I will certainly apprize you of it, and with- 
out delay. „ „ 33 85210 

You likewiſe ſaw, by my former communications, that 
underſtood and ated upon that part of my. inſtructions, 
which explained the object of Mr. Jay's miſſion to England, 
differently from what it: appears, by your favor of the-12th 
of September, and by Mr. Randolph's of the iſt of Jung 
preceding, it was intended I ſhould underſtand and act on it; 
and whereby I was placed, by the courſe of events, in a very 
delicate and embarraſſing dilemmaz. from which, indeed, I 


am not yet perhaps fully extricated ; though I hope and think 


I am. Upon this head, I have only now to obſerve, that as 
ſoon as I had reaſon to believe, that Mr. Jay's inſtructions em- 
braced objects which I had before thought theydid not, I profited 
of what 1 heard, and acted accordingly; keeping out of view, 
ſo far as depended on me, what had before paſſed between the 
government and myſelf upon that ſubject, and to which \Iwith 
pleaſure add, that I have never heard the leaſt intimation on 
it ſince. In reviewing this particular trait in my conduct 
here, you will, I doubt not, do me the juftice to obſerve, that 
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he nen 1 made the ſuggeſtion alluded to, it was not raſhiy. 


re done, nor without ſufficient motive; on the contrary, that 
to (paying due regard to the actual ſtate of our affairs at the time) 
i- Il was called on to make it by conſiderations the moſt weighty, 
ns and which ought not to have been diſpenſed with; conſider- 
ations, however, which I now forbear to repeat, having heres 
re, WWtofore ſuthciently unfolded them. 3 
re- [ have the pleaſure to incloſe you the report of Mr. Ski 
n- With, upon the ſabje& of the claims of many of our citizens 
% cho were heretofore injured by the occurrences of the war, 
rs and in conſequence intitled to indemnities; and by which 
als ou will find that many of thoſe claims are ſettled ; and de- 
ny ire uſeful information in reſpect to others. 
wo BY 1 likewiſe ſend you a letter from Mr. Fenwick, explaining 
ig is conduct in regard to the charge exhibited againſt him in 
ach our department. As Mr. Fenwick has always proved him- 
f to be an uſeful, indeed a valuable, officer in the ſtation he 
; of Wholdz, and as the error imputed to him might be the effect of 
my udgment only, and which I think it was, —I have thought I 
ou. Would not better forward your views or the intereſt of my coun- 


dd. Nc, than by continuing him in the diſcharge of the duties of his 
* office, till the Preſident ſhall finally decide in his caſe. He will, 


Joubtleſs, communicate with you on the ſubject; ſo that the 
aterval will not be great before I have the deciſion in queſtion, 
nd which will, of courſe, be duly executed. 

Two days ſince, count Carletti, miniſter from Tuſca- 


at 1 , was, in conſequence of ſome offence given by him to the 
ons, Worernment, ordered to depart from Paris in 48 hours, and 
nd,' Ie bounds of the republic in eight days. *Tis ſaid the of- 
2th Wnce conſiſted in a demand made to viſit the daughter of the 


te king, of whom he ſpoke in terms of extreme commiſera- 


1 1t; on; and which was thought to be, not only an interference in 

very Fncerns' exclufively their own, but to have thrown ſome re- 

* bach on the French government. The count, I hear, de- 
in 


arts to-night by the way of Marſeilles. 
Soon after the government was organized, the miniſter of 


em- reign affairs announced a day on which the directoire would 

fited Wceive the miniſters of foreign powers; and who were re- 

1eW, Welted to rendezvous: for that purpoſe at his houſe, to pro- 

1 the ed thence to that of the directoire. We did ſo, and were 

with eſented, without regard to precedence, to that body, and 

* hoſe preſident addreſſed the whole diplomatic corps in a 
u 


ort diſcourſe; the principal object of which was, to aſſure 
of the cordiality with which it was welcomed here by the re- 


a 


I falling © — 


racter and deportment of all the departments are efſentially in. 


E 0 ; 
preſentatives of the French people, which he contraſted with 
the pomp and ceremony of the ancient court; which, he ſaid, 


was neither cordial nor fraternal.” I mention this latter cir- 
cumſtauce merely to contradict the account given of the ad- 


d reſs by the journaliſts, and who made a particular ſpeech for 


the preſident to each miniſter. 

Manheim has certainly fallen again into the hands -of the 
Auſtrians, with the garriſon ; the amount of which is not 
known, but preſumed to be ſeveral thouſands. - But in Italy, 
the fortune of the war is on the fide of France; for the ſame 
day which announced the capture of Manheim, announced 
ikewiſe a great and deciſive victory over the Auſtrians, in the 
other quarter. The details of the killed and wounded are al. 
fo not yet accurately known; but it is underſtood that four 
five thouſand are taken priſoners, many ſlain, and the whole 


army put completely to rout. 
Since the organization of the new government, the ch. 


proved. The legillative corps, in both its branches, exhibits 
in the manner of diſcuſſion, a ſpectacle wonderfully 1mpreſlne 
in its favor, when compared with what was daily ſeen in the 
late convention. And the executive departments begin to 
ſhew an energy which grows out of the nice partition of thei 
duties, and the greater refponſibility that belongs to each, 
In truth, the vibration from the ſyſtem of terror had, by the 
force of moral cauſes, gone ſo far, and produced ſo deep u 
oF-Q, as to have greatly relaxed the whole machine of govem- 
nent. It was certainly felt in the ne in the public 

councils, in foreign negociations, and in the armies. A ſhort 
hace of time, however, will now ſhew how far the change, 
which has taken place in the gorernnient, will furn/l the 
means of an adequate remedy. 

Mr. Pinckney hes, I heard, cloſed his buſineſs i in Spain 
to his ſatisfaction; and is now on his route back, intending to 
take Paris in his way. T truſt this repert is, in every reſpett 
well founded; of which, however, you will doubtleſs be cot- 


rectly informed, before this reaches you. 


P. 8. Count Carlctti has notified to the French go 
vernment, that he cannot depart without the conſent # 


his own. 
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5 | | 
From Mr. Pickering, to Mr. Monroe. 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 


Ocfeber gil, 1795. 
SIR, 

Turs ſerves merely to acknowledge the receipt (on 
the 7th inſtant) of your letter of the ꝗth of July, with its in- 
cloſures. | 

The preſident is now at Mount Vernon: This forbids my 
ſaying any thing on the ſubject of baron Stael's application. 
Beſides, I do not conceive that the executive could even at- 
tempt to negociat? about it, until congreſs ſhould provide the 
means of rendering an agreement efficient. The propeſition, 
with a copy of the convention between Sweden and Denmark, 
I find were tranſmitted from London by Mr. Pinckney, in his 
letter of the 8th of laft May : It does not appear when they 
were received at this office, | | . 


I have the honor to be, Wc. 
TIMOTHY PICKERING. 


[ No. XXVI. J 


FROM Mr, MoxnRot, ro THE SECRETARY OF STATE. 


Paris, December 22d, 1795. 
$12, . 


SINCE my laſt, I was fayored with yours of the gth 
of October, and a quadruplicate of that of the 12th of Sep- 
tember; of which latter, the original and triplicate were be- 
fore acknowledged. 

Since my laſt, too, I have received a note from the miniſ- 
ter of foreign affairs, complaining of the conduct of Mr. Pa- 
riſh, our conſul at Hamburgh, in granting paſſports for France 
to Britiſh ſubjects, equipping the emigrants, and acting in 
all caſes as the Engliſh agent; a copy of which note, and of 
my reply, are herewith forwarded you. I hear, alſo, that his 
conduct was even more reprehenſible than is ſtated by the mi- 
niſter; for that he not only equipped the emigrants, but did ig 


(goo 3 


in American bottoms, with a view of protecting them under 
our flag. In calling your attention to this ſubjett, permit me 
to add, that two American citizens, Benjamin Jarvis and 'Tho. 
mas Randall, both of New-York, the former a reſpectable 
merchant, as has been repreſented to me, and the latter known 
to the preſident as captam of artillery in the late war, and late. 


_ by as vice- conſul at Canton in China, —have requeſted me to 


communicate to ycu their wiſh to obtain appointments in the 
conſulate, in any of the reſpectable ports ot France, or other 
European ports connected with the trade of France; and that 
J have reaſon to believe they would, either of them, be happy 
to accept the appointment in queſtion. In caſe Mr. Pariſh i 
removed, permit me further to ſuggeſt the ; proppeny of giving 
to his ſucceſſor two commiſſions ; one for Hamburph, and the 
other for Altona, in the neighbourhood of Hamburgh, but un- 
der the juriſdiction of Denmark, Muck buſineſs is done at Al 
tona, on account of the greater freedom of its trade; for Ham- 
burgb, though in ſome reſpects a free and independent ci 
ty, yet in others it feels the influence of the Emperor; and 
is therefore a leſs eligible port for mercantile tranſactions, and 
eſpecially thoſe conneAed with France. | 

i ſent you with my laſt a report of Mr. Skipwith, upon the 
caſes ſubmitted to his care, for adjuſtment with this govern- 
ment; and ſhalt continue to give him all the aid in my power 
in thoſe caſes which remain unſettled, and apprize you regu- 
larly of the progreſs. To that of Mr. Girard, due attention 


- thall certainly be paid. 54 


At preſent no ſymptoms of an approaching peace are to be 
ſeen ; unleſs, indeed, the moſt vigorous preparations for the 
continuance of war may be deemed ſuch; ard which ſome- 
tiwes happens. The directoire has called on the legiſlature for 
a ſupply of fix hundred millions, in ſpecie, which was imme- 
diately granted by a law which propotes raifing it in the form 
of aloanz of which I ſend you a copy. The greateſt poſſible 
cxertions are making by that body, and which ſcem to be ſup- 
ported by the legiſlature, in putting the armies, the fleets and 
the interior into the beſt poſſible order; and fo far as I can 
judge from appearances, theſe exertions ſeem to produce the 


effects that are deſired from them; for to thaſe who are friend- 


ly to the revolution they give confidence; and from thoſe who 
ure not, they command reſpect. *Tis ſaid, that Pichegru and 

ourdan have lately gained feveral important advantages over 
the Auſtrians, in actions which, though net genera}, were 
nearly fo ; and that, in the reſult, they nh reſumed their fta« 
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lieve, to be depended on; the latter wants confirmation. In 


x 
e Italy the troops of this Republic continue to reap new ſuc- 
- ceſſes; in which quarter indeed, ſince the victory mentioned 
e in my laſt, they have met with but little oppoſition. © - 

n Latterly the views of Pruſſia have become more doubtful 
. than they were before. The conduct of Prince Hohenloe, 
0 who commanded the Pruſſian troops at Francfort, in the neigh» 
Ce bourhood of the French and Auſtrian armies, during the re- 
er treat of the former, and who were ſtationed there to preſerve 
at the line of neutrality in favor of Pruſſia, *tis ſaid, could 


ſcarcely be deemed neutral, For the civilities which were 
thewn by him to the Auſtrians upon that occaſion, tis ſaid, 
he has been rewarded ſince by ſome complimentary attention 
from the Emperor. The Dutch appear apprehenſive that the 
king of Pruſſia will ſeize a ſuitable opportunity, if any offers, 
to ſavor the reſtoration of the Stadtholder; and 'tis pollible the 
conduct of the Prince Hohenloe, above referred to, may have 
increaſed that ſuſpicion, by giving an inſight into what 
might be the views of the Pruſſian cabinet, in caſe the re- 
treat had continued; or any great reverſe of fortune ſhould 
hereafter befall the French arms, Tis certain, however, that 
moments of difficulty are always moments of great jealouſy; 
and that ſometimes, upon ſuch occaſions, ſuſpicion is thrown 
upon thoſe who do not deſerve it. 

The Count Carletti, late envoy, c. from Tuſcany, left 
Paris ſome four or five days ſince. He had refuſed going till 
he had heard from the Grand Duke; and remained notwith- 
ſtanding the reiterated orders of the directoire. Finally, how- 
ever, he was ordered to depart in twenty-four hours (this was 
not done before, as I ſtated in my laſt) with intimation that 
force would be uſed to compel him, in caſe he did nct. He 
ſtill held out, however, the flag of defiance. The twenty- 
four hours expired, at which moment a OY with a 
carriage from the government, waited to receive his orders 
for departure; or in other words, to take the Count by force, 
and conduct him ſafe beyond the bounds of the Republic 
which was accordingly done, The diplomatic corps was ſum- 
moned, by a member either averſe to this peremptory mode of 
proceeding, or friendly to the count, to interfere with tac 
directoire in his behalf: But ſeveral members of that corps 
were of opinion, that although ſometimes a demand is made 
on the government of a miniſter who gives offence, to re- 
call him; yet there is no obligation on the government offend- 
| cd, by the law of nations, to tale that courſe ; but that it 
de; may take any other, and cven upon fight occzſions, to rid tte 
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ſelf of him, more prompt and ſummary, if it thinks fit; and 


in conſequence no ſtep was taken by the diplomatic corps, 


upon the ſubject. ; | 
I incloſe you alſo a note from the miniſter of foreign af- 


fairs, complaining of the ſeizure and condemnation of the 
Corvette Caſſius; which, he ſays, is in violation of the treatig 
between the two Republics ; and to which I replied, that F 
would preſent the ſubject to your attention; and doubted not 
I ſhould be enabled to give a ſatisfactory anſwer thereon. 


From the Miniſter of Foreign Afairs, to the Miniſter Pleniph- 
tentiary of the United States of America. | 


| Paris, 13th Frimaire, 4th Year of the Republic. 
: ( December 5th, 1795.) 


Tux executive directory has charged me to requeſt 
ou to tranſmir to your government the complaint of ours 
againſt Mr, Pariſh, American conſul at Hamburg. This 
conſul grants paſſports to the Englith, under the title of An- 
glo- mcricans, and thus favors their entrance upon the French 
territory. He is the avowed agent of England, for the equip. 
ment cf the emigrants. This conduct is a manifeſt violation 
of the faith of treatics : It has ſurprized the directory. In 
effect, can means bz deviſed more dangerous whereby to at- 
tack our liverty, than by the introduCtion into France, under 
the fraudulent external cf fraternity, our moſt perfidious ene- 
mies? Who could believe that an American conſul would 
ſtain himſelf with this crime in the face of Europe, and thus 
betray his truſt ? 

The directory is perſuaded, Citizen Miniſter, that you 
will ſuperviſe the paſſports which are preſented you from Mr. 
Pariſh, and that you will detect, as far as in your power, the 
criminal frauds, which take place in this eſſential branch of 
the national police. | | 

The directory expects from your patriotiſm, and your at- 
tachment to the French Republic, the faithful ally of yours, 
that this dangerous abuſe ſhall be ſuppreſſed, and that you 
will ſuſpend its effect, by refuſing your ſeal to all paſſports 
whoſe bearers {hall appear to you of ſuſpicious characters 
and I pray you to inform me of ſuch caſes, that I may be en- 
abled likewiſe to take the fame precautions. IE 
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I invite you alſo, by order of the directory, to have the good- 
neſs to tranſmit this note to the government of the United 
States; and to ſolicit of it the immediate recal of Mr. Pariſh. 
Our miniſter plenipotentiary at Philadelphia, is charged to 
make a formal requiſition to that effect. | 


Signed) 
CH. DE LA CROIX. 


From the Miniffer Plenipetentiary of the United States of Ame- 
| rica, to the M. iniſter of En Relations. 
Paris, December 9th, 1798. 


I nave received your favor of the 4th inſtant, and 

hear with concern, that Mr. Pariſh, the American conſul at 
Hamburg, has ſo far forgotten the duties of his office, (to 
which-the intimate connection and amity that ſubſiſts between 
our two governments, ſhould have made him the more atten- 
tive) as to grant paſſports to Engliſh ſubjects, whereby they are 
admitted here as American citizens; to accept in any reſpect 
the employment or agency of England or any other power at 
war with you, and eſpecially in the very improper inſtance 
you mention. Be aſſured, Citizen, that I will immediately 
communicate your note to the government I repreſent; and 
from which you may with equal certainty confide, ſuch con- 
duct will receive the cenſure it merits. Upon this head, per- 
mit me to add, that as our conſular arrangements are very ex- 
tenſive, embracing all the European ports, in many of which. 
we have no reſident citizen, we are forced to appoint, in ſuch 
caſe, ſome inhabitant of the place; as was the caſe in the pre- 
ſent inſtance. This will account why the character of the 
perſon is ſometimes little known, and of courſe how our go- 
vernment is ſometimes impoſed on in that reſpect. 
L have long ſince, and ſtill make it my invariable rule, to 
grant paſſports to none whom I do not know, by ſatisfactory 
documents, to be American citizens; and no documents are 
admitted, in caſe of doubt, but the certificates of American 
citizens. I am, therefore, perſuaded that in the liſt of thoſe 
now in France, protected by my paſſports, you will not find 
one who is not ſtrictly entitled to it. All thoſe who have not 
my paſſports are, of courſe, ſubject to the animadyerſion of 
your police, x | 
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From the Ainifter of Foreign Affairs, to the Minijier Pleni- 
potentiary of the United States of America. * 


Paris, 23d Frimaire, 4th Year of the Republic. 
| ( December 14th, 1795) 


| au informed by a letter from the conſul of the French 
Republic at Philadelphia, and by the praceſs- verbal of an of- 
ſicer of the Corvette Caſſius, that this veſſel has been conſiſ- 
cated by the government of the United States. J here retults, 
from this extraordinary meaſure, great injury to the Republic, 
beſides the deſertion of the greater part of the mariners. The 


envoy of the Republic appears to have made, at this period, 


fruitleſs efforts to obtain ſatisfaction for the injury done to 
the French flag, in the caſe of this Corvette. I adviſe you that 
1 have written to our envoy in Philadelphia, to purſue with 
earneſtneſs this affair to a cloſe : And that you may employ 
your good offices to ſix the attention of your government upon 
the violation, whereof I render you an account, I make to 
you this communication; which I do, from a conviction, that 
you will concur with me in whatever is neceſfary to maintain 
or even improve the connections of two people, who are ap- 
proached by friendſhip, although they inhabit the extremities 
of the globe. | - 


(Signed) CH. DE LA CRODY 


From the Minifter Plenipstentiary of the United States of Ames 
rica, to the M iniſler F Foreign A fairs. 1 
7 Paris, December 1 gth, t79 5. | 


I Hax received your letter of the 23d Frimaire (14th 
December) by which you adviſe me of the confiſcation of the 
Corvette Cactus, belonging to this Republic, by the Ameri- 
rnment; and deſiring me to call the attention of our 
ent to that ſubject. I beg to aſſure you, that I ſhall 
not fail to communicate your wiſhes in that reſpect without 
delay; and that it is my ardent deſire, not only to diſtance all 
poſhble cauſe of miſunderſtanding, but to ſtrengthen the bondy 
which at preſent unite the two republics, | 
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[ No. XXVII. J 
From MR. Moxnor, ro THE SECRETARY OF STATE, 


Paris, January 26th, 1796. 


SOME weeks paſt, the property of William Vang, 

2 citizen of the United States, was attached by Joſeph Sands, 

h another citizen of the ſaid ſtates, in a tribunal of France at 
c. Havre; where the cauſe was ſuſtained, and judgment render- 
0 ed in favor of the plaintiff. From this judgment the defend- 
ant appealed to the Superior Tribunal of the department at 


5 Rouen, where believe it is now depending. As ſoon as the 
Fi ſuit commenced, Mr. Vans applied for my interference; 


FE claiming, by the 12th article of the conſular convention be- 
tween the rwo republics, an exemption, at the inſtance of a 


5 fellow citizen, from the tribunals of the country; the cogni- 
th zance of ſuch controverſies being, as he ſuppoſed, thereby ex- 


| cluſively veſted in the conſuls of each nation, within the juriſ- 
9 diction of the other. I examined attentively the convention, 
and was of opinion, that the conſtruction inſiſted on by Mr. 


A Vans was ſound; but yet as the ſubject was important in re- 
An ſpect to the principle, and queſtionable in point of policy, 


8 | withed to decline any interference in it, till I had your in- 
T ſtruction. He continued, however, to preſs me; ſaying that. 
if ſuch was the import of the article, it veſted in him a right 
which I ought to Fours him the enjoyment ot; the depriva- 
tion of which too in the preſent inſtance would be his ruin 
for that the execution of the judgment by the ſale of the mer- 
1 chandizes attached at Havre, where there was no demand for 

we it, would not only ſubject him to a ſevere loſs ; but that he 
was likewiſe ſued for the ſame ſum in America, and where 
judgment would probably, likewiſe, be rendered againſt him. 
Finally, therefore, I did apply in his behalf, by a letter to the 
miniſter of foreign relations, of which I ſend you a copy; 
explaining my idea of the import of the treaty in the cafe in 
queſtion; and requeſting that the executive (10 far as depend- 
ed on that branch, and provided it concurred with me in opi- 
nion) might cauſe the ſame to be executed; and to which I 
have yet received no anſwer, though I am aflured verbally, 
that the direCtoire concurs with me in the conſtruction; and 
chat a correſpondent intimation thereon will be given by the 
miniſter of juſtice, to the court where the ſuit now is; with” 
R r 


— 


whom it will probably be decifive. . I ſtate this caſe that yon m 


may apprize me how it is the with of the Preſident I ſhould m 
act in caſes of the kind in future, and even in the preſent one, w. 
if not finally ſettled befare I hear from you; and which may fiv 
probably happen. If it is wiſhed that ſuch controverſies ſhould 
be decided by the courts of the country, I doubt not ſuch a ed 
conſtruction and practice will be agreeable to this government; che 
but if the contrary is preferred, you will, I preſume, fee the tot 
neceſlity of preſcribing by the ſuitable authority, how the con. ed 
ſular courts are to be held; how their proceſs is to be exe- iyr 
ecuted, and appeals conducted. | | pro] 
As connected with this ſubject, permit me to call your at. WW unk 
tention to another, upon which I likewiſe with to be inſtruQ-. of 1 
ed, For the port of Havre there are at preſent two conſuls, Wl the « 
or rather a conſul and a vice-conſul; both of whom, Mr. Cut- rcpo 
ting and Mr. Lamotte, are recognized by this government, WW men 


Was it intended the latter commiſſion ſhould ſupercede the WM there 


former; or is it intended that both ſhould exiſt at the ſame WF diilic 
time; the power of the vice-conſul being dormant only when Wl plies 
the conſul is preſent ? I with to know in what light I am to WI the v 
' conſider theſe appointments, ſince thereby I ſhall Htkewiſ Wl ſelf. 
know to whom | am to look for the performance of the con- tined 
ſular duties of this port.“ for, £i 
A third one of the ſame kind occurs, and which I think the C. 
proper to mention to you. Sometime ſince, Mr. Pitcairn v intern 
appointed vice-conſul for Paris, and in reſpect to which a-: Wh © late 
pointment, I deemed it my duty to preſent before you ſeveral Bill France 
conſiderations, growing out of his character, as a Britiſh ſub-Wſ France 
ject, ard the actual ſtate of things here; which made it in been c 
expedient to demand his recognition of this government, us favor © 
til after they were weighed, and I in conſequence further i- vcſtore 
ſtructed on that head. Theſe were ſtated in my letter of te a co 
17th of May laſt, and to which, as yet, I have received no Peror. 
anſwer. As Mr. Pitcairn probably expects to hear from me ber, th 
on this topic, I ſhall thank you ſor information of what I an W4uelts | 
to ſay to him, and how I am to act in that reſpect. France, 
The collection of the forced loan continues, and will, |W-clzic. 
tink, ſucceed. But what its product will be, is a point up will c 
which there is a diverſity of opinion. Some think it will falſe the 
ſhort of the ſum at which it was eſtimated, whilft othen 1com 
carry it much beyond that eſtimation. Certain, however, i lication 


is that by means thereof the embarraſſments of the goven-M"ilon t 
| lipleaſu 


* Both of thele gentlemen are men of merit and great reſpeQability- 4 IM pende 
withea cb y the princtpic lettled. ? epublic 
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ment will for the preſent be relieved, and time given for the 
maturity and adoption of a more complete ſyſtem of finance; 
which ſubject is now under conſideration of the council of 
five hundred, _, e EY a 

About the twenty- fifth of December laſt a truce was aſk- 
ed by the Auſtrian generals Wurmſer and Clairfayt, of Pi- 
chegru and Jourdan, for three months, and granted, ſubject 
to the will of the directoire; by whom 1: is ſaid it was allow= 
ed for one only; the report at firſt circulated, that it was whol- 
iy rejected, being without foundation. Whether it will be 
prolonged, admitting the term as here ſtated to be correct, is 
unknown; as likewiſe is the motive of Auſtria in aſking, or 
of France in granting, it. The preſumption is, it was to try 
the experiment of negociation in the interim; and ſuch is the 
report: And it 1s likewiſe preſumable, that ſuch an experi- 
ment was made or is now making; but from what I can learn, 
there is little proſpect of its producing a peace. It will be 
dimcult to part Auſtria from England, whilſt the latter ſup- 
plies the former with money to carry on the war; and which 
the will probably continue to do whillt the carries it on her- 
ſelf. The preſent proſpect, therefore is, that Europe is deſ- 
tined to ſuſtain the 9 and havock of another campaign; 
for, ſuperior as England is at ſea, with the recent conqueit of 
hink the Cape of Good-Hope, it is not probable, if the eſcapes an 
internal convulſion, the ſymptoms of which have diminiſhed, 
u ap- of late, that ſhe will reſtore every thing on her part and leave 
yer France in poſſeſſion of the Belgic; and without which, I think, 
h ſub· France will not make peace. A doubt, indeed, has latterly. 
it in. been circulated, whether England will make any ſacrifice in 
, un- Hror of the emperor; whether, in ſhort, the would agree to 
er in-: rcſtore the poſſeſſions taken by her from France and Holland, 
of the s a confideration for the reſtoration of the Belgie to the Em- 
ed no Mperor. It is even added, that intimations have been made by 
her, that if France will leave her in poſſeſſion of her con- 
queſts from Holland, ſhe will reſtore every thing taken from 
France, and leave her in poſſeſſion of St. Domingo and the 


will, elgie. If this be true, and it be credited by the Emperor, 
it up ill certainly tend to weaken and perhaps abſolutely to diſ- 
vill gere the connection between England and Auſtria. 

othenWl | communicated to you in two preceding letters, the ap- 


lication of Count Carlotti, miniſter from Tuſcany for per- 
overt: niſſion to viſit the unfortunate young frinceſc, Oc. and the 

lipleaſure which that demand gave to the directoire, wo 
ily. alpended his powers immediately; ordered him to leaye the 
Nepublic forthwith; and, finally, ſent lim by force beyond us 


„„ 


limits. It was apprehended by many, that this peremptory 
mode of W would el — to the Grand Duke; 
the contrary however, was the caſe; for as ſoon as he heard e 
of the tranſaction, he deſpatched another en voy to the direc- 
toire, to diſavow the demand of Carlotti, and declare his re- 8 
ſpect for the French government; and ſuch was the folicitude © 
for his haſty departure, that he actually departed without the or- 0 
dinary credentials, bearing ſimply a letter of introduction from n 
the Grand Duke himſelf. Thus, therefore, this buſineſs t 


has ended without producing any injury to the French Re- ol 
public, whilſt it is a proof of the energy of its councils and of be 
its deciſion upon the delicate ſubject to which it refers. 

On the 21ſt inſtant, being the anniverſary of the execu- Fr 
tion of the late King, the members of the legiſlative corps of W. 
the directoire, and all public officers, took a new and ſolemn do 
oath to ſupport the conſtitution, or rather of hatred to royal. ſul 
ty. The directoire gave, on the fame day, what is called 2 pa! 

ere in the champ de Mars; where an amphitheatre was yet 
erected, and from whence the Preſident, ſurrounded by the put 
other members and all the miniſters of the government, del. wit 
vered an oration ſuited to the occaſion, to a numerous audi- con 
ence. It ſeems to be the policy of the exiſting government to rily 
revive the zeal of the people in favor of the Republic and of tior 
the revolution; and meaſures of this kind are certainly well the 
calculated to produce that effect. reg: 

P. S. Since writing the above, I have heard, through 2 1 
channel that merits confidence, that the term of the truce 1s mut 
prolonged, and which ſtrengthens what I intimated above, A p. 
that a negociation is depending with Auſtria. The recent de- "ng 

tne | 


parture too of one of the Dutch miniſters for Holland, after 1 
conference with the direCtoire, and which took place about hara 


the time the truce was probably prolonged, is a circumſtance light 
which I think proper to communicate; fince it gives cauſe to ject. 
ſuſpect, if a negociaticn is depending, it treats for a generll princ 
gover 


and not a partial peace. 


From 


From the Miniſter Plenipotentiary of the United States of Amt 
rica, to the Miniſter of Exterior Relations. 
Paris, December 1h, 1795. 
C1TIZEN MINISTER, Ts | 


I oB$SERVE by record of the proceedings of the tribunal d 
commerce at Havre, of which I ſend you a copy, that a diſputiſ ful ge 
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is introduced and ſuſtained there between Jofeph Sands and 
William Vans, two American citizens; relative to a bill of 
exchange drawn from America, which belongs excluſively 
to one of the parties. The property of Vans was arreſted by 
Sands, and condemned by the court of Havre, in ſatisfaction 
of the claim above mentioned; and from which deciſion it is 
carried by appeal to the ſuperior court at Rouen, where it 
now is. In this ſtage I have thought proper to call your at- 
tention to the fubject, that in caſe the executive government 
of this Republic thould deem it proper to interpoſe, it may 
be able to do it with effect. | 

By the rath article cf the confular convention between 
France and the United States, it is ftipulated, that all diſputes 
which may happen between the citizens of either party, in the 
dominions of the other, thall be ſettled by their reſpctive con- 
ſuls, and by them only. The article ſpecifies in its clote, fome 
particular parties whoſe diſputes ſhall be thus adjuſted: But 
yet the true conſtruction appears to include within it all diſ- 

which may take place between citizens of either party, 
within the juriſdiction of the other. If ſuch then be the true 
conſtruction of the article, and which I pre ſume it is; it neceſſa- 
rily follows that the proceedings of this court are in contraven- 
tion of that article, and in that view merit the attention of 
the executive goyerament, whoſe opinion will doubtleſs be 
regarded by the court. 

That the article was dictated by policy, and formed for the 
mutual accommodation of both parties, cannot be doubted. 
A principal object of it probably was, to prevent ſuits in both 
countries, between the ſame parties, for the fame debt, and at 
the ſame time; whereby an innocent party might be doubly 
haraſſed, and to the general detriment of commerce. In this 
light, however, I do not think it neceſſary to diſcuſs the ſub- 
ject. I think it my duty only to bring it before you, upon the 
principles of the treaty, and to aſk that interference of the 
government in this cafe, which it may deem ſuitable, 


From the M iniſler Plenipatentiary of the United States, to the 
Minifler of Finance. | 
| Paris, February 4th, 1796. 


I Haves juſt received the incloſed letter, from the con- 
ſul general of the United States with the republic; repre ſent- 
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ing the embarraſſed ſituation of many of our citizens,  who- 
have furniſhed ſupplies to the government; and which I have 


thought it my duty to ſubmit to your conſideration, not doubt- 


ing, that you will do every thing in your power to relieve 


them from their embarraſſments. You will readily perceive, 


from the delicacy of mercantile credit, the injury they are ex- 


poſed to, perhaps the ruin, by the proteſt of their own bills; 


ſince they were drawn in payment of the debts they had con- 


tracted in rendering ſuch ſupplies to this government; and 
which danger is the greater on account of the delay they had 
previouſly experienced in the adjuſtment of their claims. 
Tou will likewiſe fully appreciate the baneful effect, which 


the example of their misfortunes will produce upon the future 
commerce of the country, in the diſcouragement of others. 


In this view, therefore, their caſe merits nocomment from 
me; and in ſubmitting it to you, permit me add, that all 
that I wiſh is, that you take into conſideration the circum- 
ſtances of theſe merchants, and render them ſuch immediate 
| aid, in relief of their preſent embarraſſments, by partial pay- 
ments, where the caſes will admit of it (and I preſume there 
are few, if any, that will not admit of it) as the ſituation of 
the republic, providing for its general welfare, will authorize. 
In the ſcale of your affairs, you will obſerve (paying due re- 
gard to the preſſure of other objects, and the policy of ſuſtain- 
ing and advancing, by all practicable means, the growing cre- 
dit of the government) what attention is due to the claims of 
thoſs who have embarked their credit, and their fortunes, in 
its ſupport ; and I am well aſſured, you will pay them all the 
attention they merit. | : 


— — 
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From Mr. Monroe, ro THE SECRETARY OF OTATE. 
. * f 


Paris, February 16th, 1796. 


1 THiNXx it my duty to ſtate to you, and without delay, 
a communication made me yeſterday by the miniſter of fo- 
reign affairs, of a very intereſting nature. I called to repre- 


J 
0 
4 


E 


ſent to him, the diſtreſs of ſeveral of my countrymen, occaſi- 
oned by the proteſt at Hamburgh of bills given them for ſup- 
plies, rendered the government ; and to requeſt his aid with 
the direCtoire to obtain them relief. This application was in- 
tended to harmonize with one, that was making informally by 
our conſul general with the directoire, and which was ar- 
ranged in a manner to preſent the demands of the claimants 
before that body, in a forcible manner ; and at the ſame time 
without wounding its feelings. But before I entered on this 
ſubject, my attention was called to another more important; 
and upon which he ſeemed pleaſed with the opportunity of 
addreſſing me. He obſerved, that the direCtoire had at length 
made up its mind, how to act in regard to our treaty with 
England :—That it conſidered the alliance between us, as 
ceaſing to exiſt, from the moment the treaty was ratified ; and 
had or ſhould appoint an envoy extraordinary, to attend and re- 
preſent the ſame to our government; that the perſon in view 
was known and eſteemed in our country, and who would be 
ſpecially commiſſioned on this buſineſs, and whoſe commiſ- 
fon would expire with it : 'That Mr. Adet had aſked and 
obtained his recall; but did not ſay whether any other miniſter 
would be appointed in his ſtead, for the preſent ; though, as 
connected with Adet's reſignation, it is reported that Maret, 
lately returned from captivity in Auſtria, is to ſucceed him. 
The miniſter added ſome general obſervations on the treaty, 
tending to ſhew, that it was conſidered as throwing us into 
the ſcale of the coaleſced powers; obſerving that he ſhould 
hand me an official note on this ſubject, being ordered ſo to 
do by the Directoire. As no ſpecihe objection was ſtated, I 
could make no ſpecific reply. I expreſſed to him, however, my 
aſtoniſhment and concern at the meaſure ſpoken of, and incul- 
cated in the ſhort time I remained with him (for he was up- 
on the point of going out) the propricty of candour in the dif- 
cuſſion of the treaty, in its ſeveral parts, and the beneſit of 
temper in all tranſactions with us, ſince we were certainly their 
beſt friends. To this he made no anſwer, and whereupon I 
left him. I have ſince heard nothing from him on the ſub- 
jet. I mean to ſee him however to day; and, in caſe he 
permits me to act on the communication, as an official one, to 
demand an audience of the directoire, to endeavour to divert 
it, if poſſible, from the meaſure contemplated ; of which, and 
of the buſineſs generally, I will write you again in a day or 
two. | 


T — 
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FROM Mx. Moxnox, TO THE SECRETARY or Stars. 


Paris, February 20th, 1796. 


IMMEDIATELY after my laft of the 16th of February 
was concluded, I demanded and had a conference with the 


miniſter of foreign affairs, upon the communication given in 


that letter. | | 
I repreſented to him, that the information he had given me, 
of the intention of the direCtoire to appoint an envoy extraot- 
dinary, to repair to the United States, to declare to our 
vernment the diffatisfaCtion of this, in reſpect to our treaty with 
Great Britain, had penetrated me with the deepeſt concern; 
becauſe I feared from a meaſure ſo marked, and conſpicuous, 
the moſt ſerious ill-conſequences, both to them and to us. I 
ſtated to him, that ſuch a miſſion was calculated to make an 
impreſſion in America, and throughout the world ; not only 
that they were diſſatisſied with us, but that even the iſſue of 
war and peace was ſuſpended on the iffue of the miſſion; that 
their and our enemies would rejoiceat the event, whillt theirs 
and our friends would behold the ſpectacle with horror. 
That the miſſion itſelf would place both republics in a new 
dilemma, and from which they could not both well extricate 
themſelves with honor ; that ſomething was due, in the opi- 
nion of the world, to the character of the miſſion; its ſuccels 
mult be brilliant, or the public would be diſappointed, and 
this might induce them to inſiſt on terms they would not 
otherwiſe have thought of; and which would increaſe their 
mutual embarraſſinents; that as ſoon as the miſhon was known 
to foreign powers, they would commence their intrigues, to 
make it the means of ſeparating us; that all were intereſted 
in our ſeparation, none in our union; and that our ſeparation 
was an evil to be deprecated by both parties; that the ſuccels 


and terror of their arms might diminiſh the number of their 


active enemies, but as we had never confided in the friendſhip 

of any power, but in that of France, ſo I was ſatisfied they 

had no real friend except America; that republics could ne- 

ver countupon the friendſhip of monarchies; if they did count 

upon it, they would be always deceived. Peace there might 

en but peace and friendſhip did not always mean, the ſame 
ing. 


E 

I obſerved, further, that France had gained credit by her 
late conduct towards us: For whilſt England had ſeized our 
veſſels, and haraſſed our trade, ſhe had purſued an oppoſite, and 
more magnanimous policy; and which had produced, and 
would continue to produce, a correſpondent effect, by enereaſ- 
ing our reſentment againſt England, and attachment to France. 
But as ſoon as the latter ſhould aſſume an hoſtile or menac- 
ing deportment towards us, would this motive diminiſh, and 
the argument it furniſhed loſe its force. That by this, how- 
ever, J did not with to be underſtood, as adviſing that well 
ſounded complaints, if ſuch exiſted, or were thought to ex- 
iſt, ſhould be withheld : On the contrary, I was of opinion, 
they ſhould be brought forward; as well to obtain redreſs 


where it was wiſhed, and could be given, as to make known, 


in a frank and friendly manner, the ſentiments which each 
entertained of the conduct of the other, in caſe that were in- 
tereſting to it. That on my on part, I was always ready to 
enter into ſuch explanations, when required, and would do it 
in the preſent inftance with pleaſure ; fince by being poſſeſſed 
of our view of the ſubject, they would be better able to de- 
cile, whether the complaint was well or ill-founded, and of 
courſe, how far it merited to be conſidered in that light. In 
ſhort, I'uſed every argument that occurred, to divert the gov- 
ernment from the meaſure propoſed, aſſuring him, in the 
moſt earneſt manner, that I was fatisficd, it would produce 
no good effect to France; on the contrary, that it would pro- 
duce much ill, both to her, and to us | 
The miniſter replied, that France had much cauſe of com- 
plaint againſt us, independently of our treaty with England; 
but that, by this treaty, ours with them was annihilated : That 
the direQoire conſidered our conduct, in theſe reſpects, as ab- 
folutely unfriendly to them, and under whichympreſſion, that 
it was their duty, ſo to reprefent it to us: That the mode 
which was propoſed of making ſuch repreſentation had been 
deemed mild and reſpectful, and as ſuch ought not to give of- 
fence. He admitted, however, that the objeQtions J had ſtat- 
ed againſt it were ſtrong and weighty with him, and that he 
would immediately make them known to the directoire, and 
by whom, he doubted not, all ſuitable attention would be paid 
to them. Since this I have not feen him, but propoſe ſeeing 
him again, either to-day or to-morrow, on this ſubject; and 
after which I will immediately apprize you of the ſtate in 
which it may be. F | 
This affair has given me great concern, becauſe it opens a 
new era upon us; and hols conſequences, unleſs the mea- 
ee > SAR 
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ſure itſelf be prevented, may be of a very ſerious kind. I ſhall 
do every thing in my power to prevent it, and in any event 
communicate to you, and with the utmoſt deſpatch, every in- 
cident that turns up connected with it. 

So far, my object has been to break the meaſure inqueſtion; 
and after which, if effected, I ſhall moſt probably be called 
on for explanations of the treaty complained of ; and in 
which ce ſhall of courſe avail myſelf, in the beſt manner 
poltble, of thoſe communications, which have been heretofore 
receive from your department. | 


— 
D No. XXX. J 
From Mr. Moxnog, ro THE SECRETARY OF STATE» 


Nt Paris, March 1oth, 1796. 


I 1xFoRMED you in my two laſt, of the 16th, and 20th, 
ult. of a communication made me by the miniſter of foreign 
affairs, that the directoiĩre had reſolved to ſend an envoy ex- 
traordinary to the United States, to remonſtrate againſt our 
late treaty with England, and of my efforts to prevent it; 
and I have now the pleaſure to add, that I have reaſon to be- 
lieve thoſe efforts have been ſucceſsful ; the miniſter haying 
aſlured me in a late conference, that the directory was diſ- 

poſed to accommodate in this reſpect, and to make its repre- 
ſentations, on that ſubject, through the ordinary channel. He 
repeated, however, upon this occaſion, in terms equally ſtrong 
with thoſe he had uſed before, the ſenſe which he ſaid the 
directory entertained of the injury done to France, by that 
treaty, and upon which explanations were expected, 
would be ſought. | 
I | aſked him, what were his objections to the treaty and 
to which he replicd, as before, in general rather than in pre- 
ciſe terms; urging that thereby we had violated our treaties 
with France, and greatly to her injury, in thg preſent war. I 
replied, that it was not admitted by our government, that any, 
theſlighteſt, deviation was made from our treaties with this re- 
public; vor ought it to be preſumed, until it was ſhewn, that 
ſuch was the caſe, efpecially as I had before informed him, 
and now repeated my willingneſs to diſcuſs that point, when- 
ever he thought fit. He intimated, that I ſhould a 
hear fromhim on the ſubject, and in time to receive areply, an 


0 = - wy 


attend to any obſervations I'choſe to make on it; but being 
now before the directory, he could not well enter on it, in the 


manner I propoſed, until he had the further orders of that 


body, in that reſpect. Thus therefore the matter now ſtands; 
and I have only to repeat to you, my aſſurance, that I ſhall 
continue to pay to it all the attention it defervedly merits. 

The ſtate of affairs here has not varied effentially of late, 
either in the internal, or in the external relations of the re- 
public. The forced loan was leſs productive, than it was ex- 
pected to be, and of courſe the relief it gives muſt be conſi- 
dered as partial, and temporary only. Nor is any ſyſtem yet 
adopted to ſupply what will be neceſſary, after the amount 
thus raiſed is exhauſted; though as the ſubject is {till under 
diſcuſhon, it is poſſible this may yet be done. On the other 
hand, the directory, by means of the organization and police 
ſeems to gain ſtrength z and to which a late meaſure has 
eſſentially contributed. At the Pantheon, and other quar- 
ters, there were nightly meetings of people, not inconſiderable 
in point of numbers; and who complained. of various griev- 
ances, as they ſaid, from the actual government, and which 
ought therefore to be changed. The directory had its eye up- 
on thoſe aſſemblages, and, as I hear, gained fall proof, that 
they were put in motion by foreign influence; and, under 
the maſk of patriotiſm, more effectually to promote the pur- 
poſe of diſorganiſation, and in conſequence {hut the doors of 
the houſes where they reſorted. As many of. thoſe who 
were at the head of thoſe meetings were active and ferocious 
agents in the popular ſocieties, during the reign of terror, and 
were probably then moved by the ſame cauſe, — this diſco- 
very, if to be relied on, tends to throw great light upon the 
ſource to which the atrocities that were then practiſed ought 
to be aſcribed. Time, perhaps, and eſpecially if the revolu- 
tion weathers the ſtorms it has yet to encounter, will doubt- 
leſs more fully unfold the real authors of rhoſe ſcenes, which 
were ſo frightful to humanity, and diſgraceful to man; and 
that they may be diſgovered muſt be the wiſh of all thoſe 
who are the friends of truth, wherever they reſide. 

Pruſſia has in the courſe of the winter encreaſed her force, 
40, or 50,000 men; and, it is ſaid, exhibits a menacing aſpect 
towards Holland; though her miniſter continues here, and 15 
apparently well received. Spain too continues her military 
eſtabliſhment, as before the peace, and whoſe miniſter, Del 
Campo, is daily expected from England, where he has long 
reſided. The probable conjecture, with reſpect to Spain, is, 
that as ſhe feared an attack from England, when ſhe made her 
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peace with France, ſo ſhe finds it neceſſary to guard herſelf 
againſt ir, by ſuitable precautions, till the war ends. Ruſſia, 
it is believed, contemplates a blow againſt the Turks; in the 
hope, now that Poland is annihilated ; France otherwiſe ſuf- 
ficiently occupied, and the other powers in amity with the 
Empreſs, to wreſt Conſtantinople from the Porte, which has 
long been the object of her inordinate ambition. On the 
other hand, France ſeems to be collecting her forces together, 
and to exert every nerve her ſyſtem admits of, in preparations 
for the war; exhibiting to her enemies a countenance, firm 
and independent, and announcing to the bcholding nations her 
reſolution to conquer, or to periſh. 2 


[ No. XXXI. 1 — 
FrRomM MR. MoNRO, To THE SECRETARY OF STATE. 


Paris, March 25th, 1796. 


FrvpinG from the communication of the miniſter of 
foreign affairs, that the character of the miſſion about to be 
deſpatched for the United States, and its objects, were ſtill 
before the direCtoire, and fearing that the ulterior communi- 
cation promiſed by the miniſter, would be made at ſuch a 
time, as would render it impoſſible for me to produce any 
effect on the meaſure itſelf (if, indeed, in any caſe it were fo) 
I deemed it my duty, and accordingly demanded an audience 
of the direCtoire on that ſubject ; ſtating the information al- 
ready received from the miniſter thereon, as the baſis or mo- 
tive of that demand. An audience was granted, and in con- 
ſequence I attended the direCtoire on the 8th inſtant, in full 
council, aſſiſted by the miniſter of foreign affairs, and the 
miniſter of marine. As I had demanded the audience, it be- 
came neceſſary for me to open the ſubject; and which I did 
by ſtating what the miniſter had informed me of their diſſa- 
tisfaction with our treaty with England, and ſome other of our 
meaſures that had occurred during the preſent war; and re- 
ſpeQing which it was contemplated to make ſome repreſen- 
tation to our government by their miniſter, who was about to 
depart for the United States. I told them, that unleſs I knew 
diſtinctly what their complaints were, it was impoſſible for 
me to refute, or even anſwer them: That I did not come 
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there to aſk from that body ſuch expoſition, for the purpoſe 
of diſcuſſing the ſubject with it, becauſe I knew it was againſt 
rule: That I wiſhed, however, the direQoire would cauſe 
the miniſter of foreign affairs to lay open thoſe complaints to 
me; receive my anſwer, and enter into a full diſcuſſion of 
them; and in the interim, that it would ſuſpend any deci- 
ſion, in regard to the merit of thoſe complaints, or of the miſ- 
fien ſpoken of, until the reſult of that diſcuſſion was before 
it: That the diſcuſſion itſelf could not otherwiſe than throw 
light on the ſubject, and in the degree promote the intereſt of 
both countries, ſo far as that might be affected by their deci- 
fion in the "cafe in queſtion. The direCtoire replied, that 
nothing was more reaſonable than my demand, and that it 
ſhould be complied with. Some general obſervations were 
then made by that body, upon the ſubject of its complaints; 
and to which I made the anſwers that occurred at the time; 
diſſipating its doubts in one or two caſes at once, and parti- 
cularly with reſpect to the countenance it heared was given in 
the United States to their emigrants ; by ſtating, that we re- 
ceived all Frenchmen who viſited us, as friends: That we did 
not, nor could we, diſcriminate between them generally, on 
account of their political principles; becauſe we did not know 
what their principles were: That we faw in them all, the peo- 
ple of a nation to which we were much attached for ſervices 
rendered us by it in the day of our difficulties, and treated 
them accordingly : And with reſpect to the Preſident, that he 
had given orders, that certain diſtinguiſhed emigrants, other- 
wiſe in ſome reſpect entitled to attention, but known to be 
obnoxious here, ſhould on that account be excluded his pub- 
lic hall, which was open to all other perſons. Several of the 
members of the directoire reciprocated with great carneſtneſs, 
proſeſſions of friendſhip for us; aſſuring me at the ſame time, 
that no ſtep ſhould be taken in the buſineſs in queſtion, but 
upon due deliberation, and after the diſcuſſion I had aſked 
ſhould be finiſhed, and my arguments fully weighed ; and 
thus I left them. 8 

I ſhall tranſmit you, as ſoon as it is cloſed, the reſult of the 
communications which may paſs between the miniſter and 
myſelf ; and I doubt not the diſcuſſion will produce a favor- 
able effect. I ſhall certainly avail myſelf of all the lights with- 
in my reach, to do juſtice to a cauſe of ſo much importance 
to my country. 8 

Upon ſome miſunderſtanding with the directoire, Piche- 
gru has ſent in his reſignation, and obtained his diſmiſſion; 
an event that muſt be deemed unfortunate to the Republic, 
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as he is, doubtleſs, a man of great talents, and integrity. 
Clairfait has done the ſame thing with the Emperor; ſo that 
the account of folly between the two governments is fairly 
balanced. 80 uk | 

The finances here continue in derangement z and which is 
not likely to be remedied by a late act, calling in the aſſig- 
nats, and ifſuing in their ſtead a ſpecies of paper, called man- 
dats, founded on the national domains, with the right in the 
holder of that paper to take property for it, where he likes 
and where he pleaſes, at the ancient value. This project re- 


ſembles a bank whoſe ſtock conſiſts of, and whoſe credit of 


courſe depends on, land; and which, as it never ſucceeded 
well in the lands of individuals, will moſt probably never 
ſucceed well in the lands of the public. 

_ I herewith tranſmit you extracts of two letters lately re- 
ceived from Mr. Barlow ; and which I do with a view of giv- 
ing you every information that comes to my knowledge upon 
the intereſting topic on which they treat. 


From the N iniſter Plenipotentiary of the United States of Ames 
rica, to the Miniſter of Foreign Afairs. 


Paris, March th, 1796. 


BEING informed by you, that the executive directory 
conſiders the late treaty between the United States of Ame- 
rica and Great Britain, as derogating, in ſome reſpects, from 
the treaties of alliance and commerce ſubſiſting between the 
two Republics; and that your miniſter, who is about to de- 
part hence for the United States, will be inſtructed to repre- 
ſent the ſame to our government, —I have thought it my duty 
to aſk an audience of the executive directory upon that ſub- 
ject, not doubting that the explanations I ſhall be able to give 
thereon, will make on that body an impreſſion ſufficiently ſa- 
tisfactory to merit all its attention. Permit me, therefore, to 
requeſt, Citizen Miniſter, that you will be ſo obliging as to 
obtain for me an audience from the executive directory upon 
that ſubject, at ſuch time as may be moſt convenient for that 
body to receive me. . 
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From the Miniſter of Foreign Affairt, to the N inifler Plenipo- 
tentiary of the United States of America. 


Paris, 179th Ventoſe, 4th Year of the Republic. 


( March 7th, 1796.) 


T have the honor to inform you, Citizen, that the ex- 
ecutive directory will receive you to-morrow, the 18th inſtant, 
at ten in the morning. N ö 


(Signed) 


— 


CH. DE LA CROIX 


From Mr. Pickering, to Mr. Monree. 
DEPARTMENT or STATE. 


November 23d, 1795. 
SIR, 


Tx office of ſecretary of ſtate is yet vacant. I write 
now merely to acknowledge the receipt of your ſeveral letters, 
numbered 16, 17, 18, 19, 20 and 21. . 

You will ſee, an anſwer to the laſt has been anticipated by 
a long letter from me, dated in September; on the ſubject 
of the treaty between the United States and Great Britain. 
By that letter you will, underſtand, that the ideas you have 
detailed are quite foreign to the views of the government of 
the. United States. 8 0 25 | 

*Your ſuggeſtions in regard to Mr. Pariſh, our conſul at 
Hamburgh, have led me to remind Mr. Adams of a requeſt 
ſormerly made to him, to enquire into his conduct, and re- 
port the ſame to this department. Such I underſtand to be 
the fact; and that no report has yet been received. 


| I am, 6, 
1 5 TIMOTHY PICKERING. 


* The hint had been given reſpecting Mr. Pariſh, ſometime before; not 
only that we might do a ſuitable act ot our own accord, but with a view 
that nothing might occur from that ſource, likely to increaſe the uritation 
it was known the Britiſh treaty had produced. | 
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L No. XXIII. ] 
F RON MR. MONROE, TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE. 
Paris, May 2d, 1796. 


' I 1NFORMED you in my laſt of the 25th of March, that 
I was promiſed by the direCtoire. in an audience, I: had ob- 
tained of that body, rhat the miniſter of foreign affairs ſhould 
ſtate to me ſuch objections, as were entertained by this govern- 
ment, to certain meaſures of our own ; and, in the interim, 
that no ſtep ſhould be taken, under the exiſting impreſſion, 
nor until my reply was received and fully weighed ; and! 
have now the pleaſure to tranſmit to you the reſult of the com- 
munication which afterwards took place between the minif- 
ter and myſelf, on that ſubject. He. | 
I do not know what effect my reply has had upon the mind 
of the directoire ; becauſe it was only ſent in a few days ſince. 
I ſhall endeavour to aſcertain this, if poſſible, and in caſe 1 do, 


will immediately afterwards apprize you of it. 
9 *% ® * 


* R X * 


The campaign was lately opened on the ſide of Italy, by 2 
ſuite of three brilliant victories obtained in the ſpace of a few 
days, by the French under Buonaparte, over the Auſtrians, 
commanded by Beaulieu; and in which the latter loſt, in flain, 
about five thouſand men, and in priſoners, between eight and 
ten thouſand. The road is now open to Turin, whither it 
is thought the French are preſſing. Ou the Rhine, however, 
the armies are ſtill inactive; and from which circumſtance 
ſome perſons conjecture, that a pegociation is {till depend- 
ing with the Emperor, and will doubtleſs, if ſuch is the caſe, 


be eſſentially aided, on the part of France, by theſe late victo- 


ries. The Vendee war was lately greatly checked, to fay no 
more, by the total diſperſion of the troops gathered there, in 
oppoſition to the government, and the apprehenſion and ei- 
ecution of Charette and Stofflet ; the two principal chiefs who 
heretofore headed it: And ſubſequent . circumſtances favor 
the idea, that rebellion there is laid more+proftrate than it 


was at any preceding period, ſince it began. But ſuch has 
been the varied fortune of that extraordinary war, and ſo 


often has it revived after it was ſuppoſed to be totally extin- 
guiſhed, that appearances, however ſtrong, are not to be too 
much confided in; nor can it well be pronounced at an end, 
until the revolution itſelf is cloſed. © $3) GEE 
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I ſend you herewith an extract of a letter from Mr. Bar- 
low, from Algiers, juſt received; and which will, perhaps, 
give you the lateſt intelligence from that quarter. 

P. 5. Mr. John Gregorie, late of Peterſburg, in Virginia 
(a naturalized citizen of the United States) originally eſtab- 
liſhed at Dunkirk, and now reſiding there, —has been recom- 
mended to me, by reſpectable authority, as a fit perſon to fill 
the conſulate in that city; I add therefore his name to the 
liſt heretofore ſent you, of competitors for that office. 


From the Minifler of Foreign Affairs, to the Minifter Pleni- 
potentiary of the United States of America. 


Paris, 2% Ventoſe, 4th Year of the Republic, 
| { March 11th, 1796. 


I addreſs to you, citizen, a copy of a ſummary expoſi- 
non of the complaints of the French republic, againſt the 
United States of America. I often and very fincerely with, 
that your government, better enlightened upon irs true inter- 
eſts, will be diſpoſed to give us complete ſatis faction. | 


(Signed) | 
CH. DE LA CROIX. 


A ſummary expoſition of the complaints of the French government, 
againſt the government of the United States. 


Firſt comMpLAINT. The inexecution of treaties. 


1. The courts of juſtice in the United States have taken, 
and continue daily to take, cognizance of prizes, which our 
privateers conduct into their ports, notwithſtanding the ex- 
preſs clauſe of the treaty, which prohibits it. Our miniſters 
have propoſed different arrangements to put bounds to this uſur- 
pation: The federal government had itſelf propoſed meaſures 
in this reſpect: The firſt propoſitions were not accepted, und 
the laſt meaſures have fallen into diſuſe. The diſguſts, the 
delays and the loſſes which relate to our marine, from a like 
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merican commerce, and deſtroy our property. This diviſion 


jure eſſentially our merchants. The ſecond gives to our con- 


of the treaty, which admits in the tribunals of the two pow- 
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ſlate of things, are palpable. * They almoſt deprive the repub- 
lic of the advantage it ought to derive from this article of the 
treaty. | 

2. The admiſſion of Engliſh veſſels of war into the ports of 
the United States, againſt the expreſs ſtipulation of the 15th 
article of the treaty; that is to ſay, hen they have made prizes 
upon the republic, or its citizens. The weakneſs with which 
the federal government yielded this point in the beginning, 
tended to increaſe tlie pretenſions of Great Britain; ſo that, at 
preſent, the ports of the United States have become a ſtation 
tor the ſquadron of Admiral Murray; which, for two years paſt, 
has ſtationed there, to make excurſions thence upon the A- 


carries its audacity even farther, by conducting its prizes into 


thoſe porte. | 

3. The conſular convention, which makes a part of our 
treaties, 1s equally unexecuted in two of its moſt important 
clauſes : The firſt, which grants to our conſuls the right of 
judging excluſively all controverſies which take place between 
French citizens, has becpme illuſory, from a defect in the law 
which gives to our conſuls the means of executing their judg- 
ments. The conſequences of this defect tend to annihilate 


the prerogatives of our conſuls, and by means thereof, to in- 


ſuls the right of arreſting our marine deſerters. The inexecu- 
tion of this part of the convention affects beyond all expreſ- 
ſionour maritime ſervice, whilſt our veſſels are ſtationed inthe A- 
merican ports. The judges charged, by the law, to deliver man- 
dats of arreſt, have lately required the preſentation of the 
original regiſter of the equipage, in deſpite of the 5th article 


ers copies certified by the conſuls. Particular local conſi- 
derations oppoſe, in a thouſand circumſtanccs, the preſenta- 
tion of the original regiſter, and, under theſe circumſtances, 
the ſailors always make their eſcape. 

4. The arreſtation in the port of Philadelphia, in the month 


princij 
during 
mven t 


of Auguſt, 1795, of the Captain of the Corvette Caſſius, for moſt ſt 
an act committed by him on the high ſeas. This meaſure I the ru] 
is contrary to the 19th article of the treaty of commerce, i otler p 
which ſtipulates ; “ that the commandants of public and pri- ¶ the ma 


vate veſſels ſhall not be detained in any manner.” It violates WW tice, ex 
moreover the right of nations, the moſt common; which puts Iſ for the 
the officers of public veſſels under the ſafeguard of their flag. W depart e 
The United States had ſufficient proof of the reſpect, which W 2. B 
the republic entertained for them, to have counted upon is Ned to ex 


I 


af juſtice, upon this occaſion. The Captain has been impriſon- 
EC ed, though the conſul of the republic ſupported the action; 

and, with difficulty, has he been releaſed. The Corvette, 
f though regularly armed at the Cape by the General Lavaud 


h has been arreſted (as it appearsſheſtill is) under thepretext, that 
es eight months before ſhe failed from Philadelphia, ſhe was 
h ſuſpected ef having been armed in that port. 

85 1 | 

at Second COMPLAINT. The impunity of the outrage made to 
on the republic, in the perſon of its miniſter, the citizen Fau- 
ſt, chet, by the Engliſh veſſel, the Africa, in concert with the 
A- vice-conſul of that nation. | 
= The arreſtation, in the waters of the United States, of the 


packet boat in which the miniſter ſailed : The ſearch made 
in his trunks, with the avowed object of ſeizing his per- 
ſon and his papers, merited an example. This inſult was 
af committed on the firit of Auguſt 1795, and after which this 
veſſel (the Africa) blocked up the reſt of that month, at New- 


an port, the frigate Meduſa of the republic; nor was that veſſel 
g- ordered to depart till after this frigate had ſailed, and which 
ate order was given for a new outrage committed againſt the 
1 United States, by a menacing letter; and, for a participation 
9 in which laſt inſult, the ex equatur of the Engliſh conſul was 
0 withdrawn. 

rel 


7 Third compLainT. The treaty concluded in November, 
1794, between the United States, and Great Britain. It 
7 * would be eaſy to prove, that the United States, in that 
treaty, have ſacrificed, knowingly and evidently, their connee- 


ace don with the republic ; and the rights, the moſt efſen- 
go tial and leaſt conteſted, of neutrality. 
nta- 1. The United States, have not only departed from the 


aces, principles that were conſecrated by the armed neutrality, 
during the war of their independence; but they have alfo 
given to England, to the injury of their firſt allies, a mark the 
moſt ſtriking of a condeſcention, without limits, in abandoning 
the rule, which the rights of nations, their treaties with all 
other powers and even the treaties of England with moſt of 
the maritime powers, have given to contraband. Jo ſacri- 
hce, excluſively to this power, the objects which are neceſſary 
for the equipment and conſtruction of veſſels, —is not this to 
depart evidently from the principles of 3 ES 

2. But they have even gone further. They have conſent- 
ed to extend the denomination of contraband, even to provie 


_ clude it is a copy of the report made by the miniſter, to that 
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fions. Inſtead of reſtricting it, as all treaties have done, 
to the caſe of an effective blockade of a port, as forming the 
only exception to the complete freedom of this article, they 
have tacitly acknowledged che pretenſions of England, to ex- 


tend the blockade to our colonies, and even to France, by the 


force of a proclarnation alone. This abandonment of the in- 
dependence of their commerce is incompatible with their neu- 
trality, as Mr. Jefferſon has acknowledged, by his letter of 
the 7th September, to the miniſter plenipotentiary of the Unit- 
ed States, at London, upon the ſubject of the order of the 8th 
June 1799. After this confeſſion ; after above all the tyran- 
nical edicts of the king of Great Britain, whereby the com- 
merce, as well as the national honor, of the United States 
have ſuffered fo much, there was reaſon to hope a differentre- 
ſult from the negociation of Mr. Jay. It is evident, by the 
clauſe which limits the continuance of this deſertion of neu- 
trality to the term of this war. that Mr. Jay did not heſitate 
to ſacrifice our colonies to Great Britain, during the continu- 
ance of theſe hoſtilities, by which-their lot will be decided. 
It is ſubmitted to Mr. Monroe to judge, in what* point theſe 
conceſſions accord with the obligation, by which the United 
States have contracted to defend our colonial poſſeſſions, and 
with the duties, not leſs ſacred, which the great and ineſtims- 
ble benefits they derive from their commerce with thoſe If: 
lands, bind them to obſerve. | 


(Signed) 
CH. DE LA CROIX. 


Paris, 19˙5 Ventsſe, 4th Year of the Republic. 
«0 March gib, 1796. 


Note. This paper bears date of the day preceding that on 
which I had my audience of the directory, by which I con- 


body, on that occaſion. ; 
From Mr. Monroe, to the Miniſter of Foreign Affairs. 
Paris, March 15th* 1796. 


I was lately honoured with your note of the 19th Ven. 
toſe (March gth) objecting to ſeveral of the meaſures of ou 


* Why theſe- communications have theſe dates was explained to Mt, 
Pickering, 
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government, that have occurred in the courſe of the preſent 
war, and to which, I preſume I ſhall herein render you a ſatis- 
factory anſwer. For this purpoſe I ſhall purſue in reply the 
order you have obſerved, in ſtating thoſe objections; and, ac- 
cording to the light I have on the ſubject, give to each the 
anſwer it requires. | 

'Theſe objections are comprized under three diſtin heads, 
a ſummary of which I will firſt expoſe, that my reply ro each 
may be better underſtood. 


Firſt. Your firſt complaint is, that we have failed to execute 
our treaties with you, and in the following reſpects. 


1. By ſubmitting to our tribunals the cognizance of prizes 
brought intoourports by yourprivateers. 2. By admitting En- 
gliſh veſſels of war into our ports, againſt the ſtipulation of the 
17th article of our treaty of commerce, cven after ſuch veſſels 
had taken prizes from you, and in ſome caſes with their priz- 
es. 3. By omftting to execute the conſular convention in two 
of its moſt important clauſes; having failed to provide, as you 
ſuggeſt, ſuitable, means for carrying thoſe clauſes into effect; 
the firſt of which ſecures to youconſuls within the United States, 
the excluſive juriſdiction ofall controverſies between French ci- 
tizens; and the ſecond, the right to purſue, and recover, all 
mariners who deſert from your veſſels. 4. By ſuffering in 
the port of Philadelphia, the arreſtation of the captain of the 
Corvette Caſſius, for an act committed by him on the high 
tea, and which you ſay is contrary to the 19th article of the 
treaty of commerce, which ſtipulates, that the commandants 
© of public and private veſſels ſhall not be detained in any man- 
©ner ;' and the rights of nations, which put ſuchofficersunder 
the protection of their reſpective flags: And by likewiſe ſuf- 
fering the arreſtation of that Corvette, though armed at Cape 
4 upon the pretext, that ſhe was armed in the United 

tates. 

Second. Your ſecond complaint ſtates, that an outrage, 
which was made to this republic, in the perſon of its miniſter, 
the citizen Fauchet, by an Engliſh veſſel (the Africa) in con- 


cert with an Engliſh conſul, —in arreſting, within the juriſdic- 


tion of the UnitedStates, the packet-boat in which he had em- 
barked, ſearching his trunks, and afterwards remaining within 
the waters of thoſe States for near a month, to watch the 
movement of the frigate in which he finally failed, was leſt 
unpuniſhed ; ſince you urge, that the meaſures which were 
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taken by our government, in regard to that veſſel, and the con- 
ſul, were not taken in a ſuitable time to remedy the evil, and 
were produced by a ſubſequent outrage, and of a very different 
kind. | | 


_ 


Third. Your third and laſt complaint applies to our late trea· 


ty with England; which you ſay, not only ſacrifices, in favor 
of that power, our treaty with France, but departs from that 
line of impartiality, which, as a neutral nation, we were bound 
to obſerve. Particular excmplifications are given of this charge 
in your note, and which 1 thall particularly notice when I 
come to reply to 1t. 19 
This is a ſummary of your complaints, and to each of which 
I will now give a preciſe, and I flatter myſelf, a ſatisfactory 


Firſt. Of the inexecution of.our treaties with this Republic, 
and of the firit example given of it: The ſubmithon to our 
« tribunals of the cognizayce. of prizes brought into our 

« ports by your privateers. | 


Permit mc, in reply to this charge, to aſk whether you 
inſiſt, as a general principle, that our tribunals are inhibited 
the right of taking cogmzance of the validity of your prizes, 
in all caſes; or are there exceptions to it? As a general prin- 
ciple, without exception, I think it cannot be inſiſted on; be- 
cauſe examples may be given, under it, of poſſiblè caſes, which 
prove it cannot be fo conſtrued and executed, without an 
incroachment upon the inherent and unalienable rights of ſo- 
vereignty in both nations, which neither intended to make, 
nor does the treaty warrant. Suppoſe, for inſtance, a prize 
was taken within the our juriſdiction; not upon the high ſeas, 
nor even at the entrance cx mouths of thoſe great rivers and 
bays, which penetrate and fertilize our country; but actually 
in the interior, and at e wharf of ſome one of our cities. 
Is this a caſe over which our tribunals, or ſome other branch 
of our government, have no right to take cognizance ? Do 
you conceive, that the true import of the treaty impoſes upon 
us, and likewiſe upon you in turn, the obligation thus to a- 
bandon, as a theatre of warfare, in which you bear no part, 
the interior police of your country ? Can it be done conſiſt- 
ently with the dignity or the rights of ſovereignty ? Or, ſup- 
poſe the privateer which took the prize and led it into port was 
fitted out within the United States, the act being unauthorized 
by treaty; cod we tolerate this, and refuſe the like liberty 
to the other nation at war, without departing from that line 
ef neutrality we ought to obſerve? You well know that thoſe 
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rights which are ſecured by treaties, form the only preference 


in a neutral port, which a neutral nation can give to either of 
the parties at war; and if theſe are tranſcended, that the na- 
tion ſo acting makes itſelf a party to the war; and in conſe- 
quence merits to be conſidered and treated as ſuch. Theſe 


examples prove that there are ſome exceptions to the general 


principle; and perhaps there are others which do not occur 
to me at preſent. Are then the caſes in queſtion, and 
which form the baſis of your complaint, within the ſcale of 
theſe exceptions ? If they are, and I preſume they are, I am 
perſuaded you will concur with me in the opinion, that the 
complaint is unfounded ; and that we have only done our du- 
ty; a duty we were bound to perform, as well from a reſpeCt 
to our rights as a ſovereign and free people, as to the integri- 
ty of our character ; being a neutral party in the preſent war. 

You will obſerve, that I admit the principle, if a prize was 
taken upon the high ſea by a privateer fitted out within the 
Republic, or its dominions ;—that in ſuch caſe our courts have 
no right to take cognizance of its validity. But is any caſe 
of this kind alledged ? I preſume none is or can be ſhewn. 

2. 'The ſecond article in this charge, of failing to execute 
our treaties with this Republic, ſtates, that in contravention 


with the 17th article of the treaty of commerce, we have ad- 


mitted Britiſh veſſels into our ports; even ſuch as have taken 
prizes from you, and in ſome caſes with their prizes. The 
article referred to ſtipulates the right for your veſſels of war 
and privateers to enter our ports with their prizes; and inhi- 
bits that right to your enemies. It does not ſtipulate that the 
veſſels of war belonging to your enemies ſhall not enter; but 
imply that they ſhall not enter with their prizes, This latter 
act, therefore, is, I preſume, the ſubject of your complaint. 
Here too, it only ſtipulates, that in caſe ſuch veſſels enter your 
or our ports, proper meaſures ſhall be taken to compel them to 
retire as ſoon as poſſible. Whether you were rightly informed 
with reſpect to the fact, is a point upon which I cannot de- 
cide, as I know nothing about it. Our coaſt is extenſive; 


our harbours numerous, and the diſtreſs of the weather may 


have forced them in: Or they may have entered wantonly and 
in contempt of the authority of the government. Many out- 
rages have been committed upon us by that nation in. the 
courſe of the preſent war, and this may likewiſe be of the 
catalogue. But I will venture to affirm, that no countenance 
was given by our government to thoſe veſſels, 1 nilſt they 
were there; and that all ſuitable means were taken to compel 
them to retire, and without delay. You know we have no 


A 
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fleet, and how difficult it is, without one, to execute a ſtipu- 


lation of this kind, with that promptitude which your agents eutic 
in our country, ardent in your cauſe, and faithful to your in- gon 
tereſt, might expect. : meal 
3. The third article under this head, ſtates, that we have ſuita 
omitted to execute the conſular convention in two of its moſt It 
important clauſes; the firſt of which ſecures to the conſuls of whet 
each, in the ports of the other, the excluſive juriſdiction of bette 
controverſies between their own citizens , and the ſecond of eſtab] 
which gives to the conſuls a right to recover ſuch mariners as dent 
deſert from the veſſels of their reſpective nations. rect 1 
Upon the firit point, the ſuppoſed incompetency of the witho 
law provided on our part, to execute the jud gments of your ty; 
conſuls within our juriſdiction, —T can only ſay, that as no (WEEN 

particular defect is ſtated, ſo no preciſe anſwer can be given ¶ only 
to the objection. And upon the ſecond, which ſtates ; that unanſ 
the judges charged by our laws to iſſue warrants for arreſting ere. 
ſuch of your mariners, as deſert from their veſſels, have latter- WW and ex 
ly required, and againſt the ſpirit of the treaty, the preſenta Wl © vill: 
tion of the original regiſters of the veſſels to which they be- and in 
longed, as the ground whereon to ifſue thoſe warrants, 1 ber of 
have to obſerve ; that by the clauſe in queſtion (the gth arti» WH 0 
each ce 


cle) the original ſeems to be required; and that the copies 
ſpoken of in another part of the treaty (the 5th article) obyi- 
ouſly apply to other objects, and not to this. More fully, 
however, to explain to you the conduct of our government 


upon this ſubject, permit me here to add an extract from our 


law, paſſed on the gth of April, 1792, expreſsly to carry into 


eſlect the convention in queſtion, and which applies to both 


caſes. 3 
The diſtrict judges of the United States ſhall, within their 


of the country, in the execution of any precept, rhe mar- 
ſhalls of the United States, and their deputies, ſhall within 
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reſpective diſtricts, be the competent judges for the pur- N par! 
poſes expreſſed in the gth article of the ſaid convention; e inte: 
and it ſhall be incumbent on them to give aid to the conſuls Nuſve j 
and vice-conſuls of France, in arreſting and ſecuring deſer- ens, 
ters from the veſſels of the French nation, according to the Nverſie 
tenor of the ſaid article. And where, by any article of Hon? 
the ſaid convention, the conſuls and vice-conſuls of France ue, oc 
are entitled to the aid of the competent executive officers 3p? w 
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© their reſpective diſtricts be the competent officers, and ſhall 
« give their aid, according to the tenor of the ſtipulations. 
By this extract you will clearly perceive, that it was not the Jou tu 
intention of our government to fruſtrate or embarraſs the exe- hich ſti 


j 
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. eution of this treaty: On the contrary, that it was its inten- 

* tion to carry it into full effect, according to its true intent and 
meaning; and that it has done ſo, ſo far as could be donc by 

_ ſuitable * proviſions. 

. It may hereafter be deemed a. ſubje ct wort) y conſideration, 


of whether the firſt of theſe clauſes in thai convention. Fad not 
of better be expunged from it. Ihe principle of a loreign court 
of eſtabliſhed within any country, with jurildiction incepen- 
dent of that country, cannot well be recuncilcd with ary cer- 


8 rect idea of its ſovercignty : Nor can it exerciſe its fur ions 
he without frequent interference with the authorities of the coun- 
ur ty; and v hich naturally occaſions ſtrife and diſcontent be- 
no tween the two governments. 'Theſc, how ever, are not the 
en only objections to the meaſure, though with me they are 
Mat unanſwerable. Under circumſtances the meſt tavor:ble, it 
ng were difficult for theſe conſular tribunals to ſerve their proceſs 


er. ind execute their judgments. A limited juriſdiction to a town 
ta- sor village only admits of it. In the United States, therefore, 
be- and in France, where the territory is immenſe, and the num- 
I WM ber of citizens of each country in the other conſiderable, as 
rti- WJ 5 now the caſe, it becomes impoſſible. Many of theſe, in 
ies each country, dwell perhaps in the interior, and not within 
wi- WW © hundred leagues of any conſul of their nation; how cem- 
ly, oel their attendance before him? How execute the judgment 
ent WY zfterwards ? For the tribunal of one country to call in the 
our ad of the officers of another, to execute its decrees or judg- 
nto ments, is an inſtitution at leaſt objectionz ble; but to ſend 
oth choſe officers round the country, through the fange of one 
hundred leagues is more ſo. 
leit Permit me then to aſk, what are the motives on your or 
ur- our part for ſuch an inſtitution ? In v hat reſpect are you or 
n; Nꝛve intereſted, that your or our conſuls ſhoujd have the cx» 
ſuls cluſve juriſdiction of controverſies between your and our Ci= 


ſer-Nizens, in each other's country? Why not tubmit thoſe con- 
the Noverſies, in common with all others, to the tribunals of each 
of ation? Some conſiderations in favor of the in ſtitution, it is 
nce rue, occur; but yet they are light and trifling, when cem- 
ders red with the numerous and ſtrong objections that oppoſe 
jar- . 8o much, however, by way of digreſſion. 
hin . 4. Your fourth and laſt example, under this head, ſtates, 
hall t the captain of the Corvette Caſſius was arreſted in Phi- 
ns! elphia, for an act committed on the high ſca; contrary, 
the you ſuggeſt, to the 19th article of the treaty of commerce, 


x6 bich ſtipulates, « That the commandants of velicls, public 
ind private, ſhall not be detained in any manner whatever; 


Uu 


juriſdiction by the article of the treaty in queſtion ; fince that 
article, as you perceive, was intended to eſtabliſh a gener 
principle in the intercourſe between the two countries; to gire 
from the ports. of the other; and not to ſecure in favor of an 


opinion, does the law of nations admit of a different cos. 


that the whole tranſaction was a judicial one; regular, accort 
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and of well known rights of nations, which put the officers i 
of public veſſels under the ſafeguard of their reſpective flags; q 
and that the ſaid Corvette was likewiſe ſeized, though armed 
at the Cape, upon the pretext that ſhe was armed ſome time 1 
before in Philadelphia. | up! 
As you have net ſtated what the act was with the com. the 
miſſion whereof the Captain was charged, I can of courſe thou 
give no explanation on that head. Satished, however, I am, fort! 
that if the crime was of a nature to authoriſe our courts w thin 


take cognizance of it, he would not be exempted from their n 
powe 
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a privilege to the ſhips of war of each, to enter and reti 
particular delinquent, an immunity for crimes : Nor, in ny 


ſtruction, or give any other protection. I am happy, howere, 
to hear that he is releaſed, ſince it furniſhes an additional prod 


ing to the courſe of our law, and mingling nothing in it i 
any view that ought to give offence here. | 
With reſpect to the ſeizure of the Corvette, upon the pre 
text that ſhe was armed in Philadelphia, I have only to ſay; 
that if ſhe was armed there, it was the duty of our govert 


ment to ſeize her; the right to arm not being ſtipulated Ith 
treaty : And if that was alledged upon ſufficient teſtimony, a dent 
I preſume was the caſe, there was no other way of determining ©22" * 
the queſtion than by an examination into it, and in the int that he 
rim, preventing her ſailing. It would be no ſatisfaCtion # formal 
the other party to the war, for us to examine into the caſes of it f 
ter ſhe was gone, provided the deciſion was againſt her. Ot inſult 
the contrary, ſuch conduct would not only expoſe us to H e is f 
charge of committing a breach of neutrality, but of likewk Third. 
doing it colluſively. | ty w 
| favo: 
Second. Your ſecond complaint ſtates an outrage which ws right 
committed by a 3ritiſh ſhip, upon your miniſter, the Cit 
zen Fauchet, in concert with a Britifh conſul ; in boar 1. I 
ing the packet in which he embarked, opening his trunly only de 
Sc. within the waters of the United States, and rema 2 
ing there afterwards to watch the movements of the ſrig i. of 
in which he ſailed ; and which you ſay was not reſents 855 o 
as it ought to have been by our government; ſince you a6 a Fla 


the meaſures which were taken by it in regard to thats 


ſel, and the conſul, were the effect of another and ſubſe- 


lags; quent outrage. : a 

* The puniſhment which was inflicted by our government 
upon the parties who committed that outrage, by revoking 

om. the <x<quatur of the conſul, and ordering that all ſupplics. 

ure  {bould be withheld from the veſſel; as likewiſe that ſhe ſhould 

| an, forthwith depart from the waters of the United States, was, I 


s to think you will admit, an adequate one for the offence. Cer- 
chen tain it is, that as we have no fleet, it was the only one in our 
th power to inflict ; and that this puniſhment was inflicted in 
ner: WM conſequence of that nge ou will, I preſume, likewiſe ad- 
mit, after you have peruſed the act of the Preſident upon that 


2 ſubject; a copy of which I here with tranſmit to you; and bo” 
fan which you will perceive, that there was no diſtinct outrage ot- 
nm {ered to the United States, upon that occaſion, by the parties 

cot in queſtion; but that both the one and the other act (the at- 
vera tempt made upon the packet boat in which your miniſter had 
prod embarked, by the captain of a Britiſh ſhip of war, and which 
con. confiituted the firſt ; and the writing of an inſolent letter, by. 


the ſame captain, to the governor of the State of Rhode-li- 
land, in concert with the Britiſh conſul there, and which con- 
ſtituted the ſecond) were only ſeveral incidents to the ſame. 
tranſaction, forming together a ſingle offence; and for which 
that puniſhment was inflicted on thoſe parties. ; 

I think proper here to add, as a further proof that the Pre- 
lident was neither inattentive to what was due to your rights 
upon that occaſion, nor to the character of the United States; 
that he gave orders to our miniſter at London, to complain 
formally to that government of that outrage ; and to demand 
of it ſuch ſatisfaction upon the parties, as the nature of che 
inſult required; and which has, doubtleſs, either been given, 
or is Kill expected. 


Third. Your third, and laſt complaint applies to our late trea- 
ty with England; and which, you ſay, has facrificed, in 
favor of that power, our connection with France, and the 
rights of neutrality the moſt common. 


1. In ſupport of this charge you obſerve, that we have not 
only departed from the principles of the armed neutrality 
adopted in the courſe of the laſt war; but have abandoned, in 
tavor of England, the limits which the rights of nations and 
our own treaties with all other powers, and even England in 
her el with many other powers, have given to contra- 
dang, | „ h 
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2. That we have alſo conſented that proviſions ſhould be 
deemed contraband, not when deſtined to a blockaded port 
only, as ſhould be the caſe z but in all caſes, by tacitly ac- 
knowledging the pr.tenſiuns of England, to place at pleaſure 
and by proclamation, not only your iflands, but even France 
herſelf 1n that dilemma. 

The principles of the armed neutrality ſet on foot by the 
Erprets of Ruſſia, in harmony with the other neutral powers, 
at the time you mention and acceded to by all the powers 
then at war againſt England, are extremely dear to us; be- 
cauſe they are juſt in themſelves, and in many reſpects very 
important to our welfare: We inſert them in every treaty we 
make with thoſe powers who are willing to adopt them; and 
our hope is, that they wil! ſoon become univerſal. But even 
in he war of which you ſpeak, and when the combination 
againit England was molt formidable, and the maritime pow- 


ers being arranged againſt her, you well know that ſhe never 


acceded to them. How compel her then, upon the preſent 
occaſion, when that combination was not only broken, but 
many of the powers, then parties to it and againſt England, 
were now enliſted on her fide, in ſupport of her principles? 
You mult be ſenſible, that under theſe circumſtances, it was 
impoſlible for us to obtain from that power the recognition 
of thoſe principles; and that of courſe, we are not culpable 


for having failed to accompliſh that object. 


I regret alſo, that we did not ſucceed in obtaining from that 
power, a more liberal ſcale of contraband, than was obtain- 
ed : For as our articles of exportation are chiefly articles of 


the firſt neceſſity, and always in great demand here, and eve- 


ry where elſe, it was equally an object of importance to en- 


large ti e -e:dom of commerce in that reſpect, by diminiſhing 


the liſt of contraband. Perhaps no nation on the globe 1s 
more intereſted in this object, than we are. But here too, 
the ſame diſhculty occurred, that had in the preceding caſe ; 
and it was in conſequence deemed expedient, a the time, to 
relinquiſh a point we could not obtain; ſuffering the ancient 
law of nations to remain unchanged in any reſpect. Is it 


urged, that we have made any article contraband that was 


not ſo before, by the known and well eſtabliſhed law of na- 
tions; which England had not a right to ſeize by that law, 
and did not daily ſeize, when they fell in her way? This cannot 
be urged; becauſe the fact is otherwiſe: For although we have 
not ameliorated the law of nations in that reſpect, yet certain- 
ty we have not changed it for the worſe; and which alone 
could give you jult cauſe of complaint. J 
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With reſpec to the objection ſtated to a clauſe in the 18th 


article of the treaty with England, which preſumes we are 


thereby prohibited bringing proviſions from the United States 
to France, I have only to add; that no ſuch prohibition is to 
be found in it, or other ſtipulation which changes the law of 
nations in that reſpect: On the contrary, that article leaves 
the law of nations where it was before; authorizing the ſci- 
zure in thoſe caſes only, where ſuch proviſions are contra- 
band, hy the exiſting: law of nations, and according to our 
conſtruction, when carrying to a blockaded port; and in 
which caſe payment is ſtipulated; but in no reſpect is the 
law of nations changed, or any right given to the Britiſh to 
ſeize other than they had before; and ſuch, I preſume, you 
will agree, is the true import of that article. 

You will obſerve, by the article in queſtion, that when our 
proviſions deſtined for a blockaded port are ſeized, though by 
the law of nations ſubje& to confiſcation, they are never- 
theleſs exempted from it; and the owners of ſuch proviſions 
entitled to the payment of their value. Surely this ſtipula- 
tion cannot tend to diſcourage my countrymen from adven- 
turing with proviſions into the ports of this Republic; nor in 
any other reſpect prevent their enterprizes here: On the con- 
trary, was it not probable, that it would produce the oppoſite 
effect ; ſince thereby the only penalty which could deter them, 
that of confiſcation, in the caſe above mentioned, was com- 
pletely: done away? | 

Thus, Citizen Miniſter, I have anſwered, according to the 
views of our government, and the light I have upon the ſub- 
ject, the obje tions you have ſtated againſt ſeveral of its mea- 
{ures adopted in the courſe of the preſent war; and I hope 
to your ſatisfaction. That any occurrence ſhould take place in 
the annals of the Republics, which gave cauſe for ſuſpicion, 
that you doubted, in any degree, our ſincere and affectionate at- 
tachment to your welfare, is a circumſtance that cannot other- 
wiſe than give pain to our government and our people. That 
theſe, however, ſhould be removed by a fair and candid ex- 
amination of your. complaints, on both ſides, is the beſt conſo- 
lation that ſuch an occurrence can admit of. If by my feeble 
efforts, I contribute in any degree to promote that end, and 
preſerve the harmony and affection which have ſo long ſubſiſt- 
ed between us, and I truſt; will always ſubſiſt, be aſſured 
that I accompliſh an object the moſt grateful to my feelings, 
that I can poſſibly: accompliſh. 
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From Mr. Pickering, to Mr. Monroe. g | 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE, Jan. jth, 1796. 
SIR, 


Ox the firſt inſtant, according to a previous arrange- 
ment, the miniſter of the French republic preſented to the pre- 
ſident of the United States, the colours of France. This was 
on Friday, and congreſs did not meet again till the following 


Monday, when the colours were preſented to the two houſes : 


of congreſs, with a meſſage from the preſident, and the papers 
mentioned in it; to wit, an addreſs from the committee of 
public ſafety, dated the 21ſt of October, 1794; the ſpeech of 
the French miniſter-en preſenting the colours to the preſident, 
and the preſident's anſwer ; of all which copies are incloſed. 
After the exhibition in the houſe of repreſentatives, the 
houſe paſſed unanimouſly the incloſed reſolve ; in purſuance 
of which, to make known their ſentiments to the repreſenta- 
tives of the French people, the preſident has addreſſed a letter 
to the directory of the French republic, which you will find 
incloſed, and which you will take the earlieſt opportunity to 
deliver. ; 
With the reſolve of the houſe of repreſentatives, the preſi - 
dent has thought fit to communicate to the directory the re- 
folve of the ſenate on the ſame ſubject, although not ſpecially 
defired to do it. Thus there will be ſeen a concurrence of 
all the branches of the government, repreſenting the people of 
the United States, in the ſame affection and friendſhip for the 
French republic. Copies of that letter, and of theſe reſolves, 
for your own information, you will find alſo incloſed. | 
In your letter of the 20th of October (the laſt which has 
been received) you ſay that as yet no complaints had been 
made againſt our treaty with Great Britain, nor had you heard 
any thing from the committee on the ſubject, ſince their ap- 
plication relative to certain reports reſpecting it : Yet in your 


poſtſcript you expreſs your opinion, that if ratified it would 


excite great diſcontents. 


On this point I can only again refer you to my letter of 


the 25th of September, in which it is demonſtrated, that in aſ- 
ſenting to the terms of that treaty, the United States infringe 
no ſtipulation, and violate no duty towards France. And 
you have ſeen by Mr. Randoiph's communications laſt ſum- 
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mer, that all the objections, ſtarted by the French miniſter, were 


completely removed. b T 
he treaty of peace, made. by General Wayne with the 
Indian tribes northweſt of the river Ohio, has been ratified 
by the preſident, with the unanimous advice and conſent of the 
ſenate. The Cherokees and Creeks are alſo at peace with us. 
Such perfect tranquillity on all our borders was never known 
ſince we became an independent people. But in the midſt of 
the univerſal joy which this ſtate of things excited, a few ruf- 


fians in Georgia committed ſome atrocious murders on about 


twenty Creeks. This was in September. Severe retaliation 
is to be feared 3 though endeavours were immediately uſed to 
ward off the evil. As yet, I have heard of but one family that 
has been ſtruck. FWF Pe; ge 


I have the honor to be, c. 
TIMOTHY PICKERING. 


From. the Preſident of the United States, to the Preſident of the 
Directory of the French, Republic, 
SIR, 


Tx miniſter of the French republic in the United 
States will certainly communicate to his government an ac- 
count of the preſentation of the ſtandard of France, to the 
United States, through their organ, the preſident z and of the 
time and manner in which it was received. On the 4th of 
the preſent month, the firſt day afterwards, on which they 
were convened, that ſtandard was exhibited to the repreſenta- 
tives of the people in congreſs, together with the addreſs of 
the committee of public ſafety, dated the 21ſt of October, 
1794 z the ſpeech of the French miniſter, on preſenting the 
ſtandard to the preſident, and his anſwer. It was on this 
occaſion, at their ſitting on the fourth of this month; that the 
houſe of repreſentatives. exprefſed their ſentiments towards 
the French people, which they requeſted me to communicate, 
and which I cannot better do, than in their own words : 

© Reſolved unanimouſly,. That the preſident of the United 
© States be requeſted to make known to the repreſentatives of 
the French people, that this houſe hath received, with the 
© moſt ſincere and lively ſenſibility, the communication of the 


committee of public lafcty, dated the twenty firſt of Octo- 
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* ber, one thouſand ſeven hundred and mincty four, hocom- 


« panied with the colors of the French republic; and to al- 
© furethem, that the preſentation of the colors of the French re- 
public to the congreſs of the United States is deemed tlie 
© moſt honourable teſtimonial of the exiſting eee and 
c affections of the two repuolies, founded upon their ſolid and 
© reciprocal intereſts ; and that this houſe rejoices in the op- 
« portunity thereby afforded to congratutate the French nation 
© upon 'the brilhant and glorious achievements, which have 
© been accomplithed under their inffuence, during the prefetit 
« afflicting war; and confidently hopes, that thoſe achieve- 
© ments will be attended with the perfect attainment of their 
£ obje&,— the permanent eftabhfhment of the liberties, and 
© happineſs of a great and magnanimous people“ 

I alſo do myſelf the pleaſure to tranſmit to you the reſolve 
of the ſenate, on the ſame occaſion, declaring their u ion 
with me in the ſentiments I have expreſſed towards the French 
republic, and their devout wiſhes, that the ſincere. affection 
which unites our two republics may be perpetuated. 

Theſe ſentiments, fir, you will have the goodneſs to make 
known to the repreſentatives of the French people, in the 
time and manner which you ſhall deem the moſt actepta- 
ble. 5 


GEORGE WASHINGTON, | 
Preſident of the United States, 


Philadelphia, Fan. 1th, 1795. 
CONGRESS or THE UNITED STATES. ; 
In the Houſe of Repreſentatives, Monday, Fan. 4th, "1796. 
Refploed unanimouſly : | 


Tnar the preſident of the United States be requeſt- | 


ed to make known to the repreſentatives of the French peo- 
ple, that the houſe hath received, with the moſt ſincere and 
lively ſenſibility, the communication” of the committee of pub- 
lic ſafety, dated the twenty firſt of October, one thouſand 


ſeven hundred and ninety four, accompanied with the colors 


of the French republic; and to aſſure them, that the preſentation! 


of the colors of the French republic tothe congreſs of the Jnircd' 
States is deemed the moſt honorable teftimonial of the exiſting 


ſympathics and affeCtions of the two republics, founded upon 
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their ſohd and reciprocal intereſts : and that this houſe rejoices 
in the opportunity thereby afforded to congratulate the French 
nation upon the brilliant and glorious achievements, which 
have been accomplithed under their influence during the pre 
ſent afflicting war; and confidently hopes, that thoſe a- 
chievements will be attended with 'the perfect attainment of 
their object; the permanent eſtabliſhment of the liberties 
and happineſs of a great and magnanimous people. 


8 JONATHAN DAYTON, Speaker: 


iN SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES. 


January 6th, 1796. 
Reſetved, 

Trar the preſident be informed, the ſenate have res 
ceived with the pureſt pleaſure, the evidences of the continu- 
ed friendſhip of the French republic, which accompanied his 
meſſage of the 4th inſtant. | 

That the ſenate unite with him in all the feelings expreſ- 
ſed to the miniſter of France, on the preſentation of the 
colors of his nation, and devoutly wiſh that this ſymbol of 
the triumphs and enfranchiſement of that great people, given 
35 a pledge of faithful friendſhip, and placed among the evi- 
dences and memorials of the freedom and independence of - 
the United States, may contribute to cheriſh and perpetuate 
the ſincere affection, by which the two republics are ſo hap- 
pily united; 


Atteſt, 
SAMUEL A. OTIS, Secretary. 


From Mr. Monroe, to Fulwar Skipwith, Conſul General of 
the United States, at Paris. 
Paris, April 8th, 1796. 


I Have juſt received a letter from Colonel Humphreys, 
our miniſter at Liſbon, adviſing that, as our treaty with Al- 
giers is not yet concluded, it will be improper for our mer- 
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chants and others, to adventure into the Mediterranean, un- 
til further adviſed on the ſubject. I therefore notify this 
vou, that you may communicate the ſame to all our conſi 
within the French Republic. 


From the Mingter Plenipotentiary of the United States of A 
rica, to the Minifler of Foreign Relations. 


Paris, March 24th, 1 796. 


I n4vr been favored with yours of the 28th Vento 

(18th March) reſpecting two Negroes, American citizens, 
who had left their thip at Havre, become objects of charity, 
and in conſequence, a charge upon ſome of the inhabitants 
there; and requeſting information, whether thoſe charges 
would be reimburſed by the United States ;—to enable you to 
give inſtruction on that point, and upon the principles gene- 
rally, to the municipality of that city. In reply, I have the 
pleaſure to inform you; that our ſailors, whilſt they remain 
attached to their veſſels, at home or abroad, are under the CC 
particular care of the maſters of ſuch veſſels; and whoſe du W 
ty is, in caſe of ſickneſs, to provide them with ſuch neceſſi- . 
ries as their ſituation may require. But when they deſert their let 
veſiels, ſuch claim ceaſes; nor have the parties who alſlil 
X 
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them afterwards any claim for reimburſement on that account, 
other than on the ſailors themſelves. If theſe two perſons in 
queſtion are not deſerters, the parties who aſſiſted them vil 
probably obtain reimburſement,' upon application to the con- 
ſignees of that veſſel, in that port: And in any event I ſhall 
inſtruct our conſul there to attend to the caſe ; and to dil- 
charge, on my behalf, any well-founded claims, rendered 
from motives of humanity, to two of our citizens left there in 
diſtreſs, | SY 
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| | $ 
FROM Mr. Monroe, To THE SECRETARY OF STATE. 


, | Paris, May 25th, 1796- 


SINCE my laſt of the 2d inſtant, I have heard nothuny 
from this government upon the ſubject communicated to d 
in that and ſeveral of my preceding letters; and which 
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been diſcuſſed by the miniſter of for-ign affairs and myſelf, 
as was ſhewn by the papers tranſmitted in my laſt. Nor have 
I underſtood, through any other channel, that any deciſion is 
taken on that ſubject. I flatter myſelf, therefore, that I fhall 
hear nothing further on it. As yet, however, no ſucceſtor 
is appointed to Mr. Adet, according to his own requeſt ; and 
who remains, of courſe, the lacum tenens until one is ap- 
pointed. I mentian this circumſtance, becauſe as ſuch an 
appointment was contemplated, when that diſcuſſion com- 
menced, and was probably delayed by it, —ſo nothing can be 
ſatisfactorily inferred, at leaſt for the preſent, of the final 
decifion of the directory, upon the topic in diſcuſſion, until 
that of the appointment is likewiſe reſumed and ſettled. 

I was lately favored with yours of the 7th of January, com- 
municating the correſpondence which took place between the 
Preſident and the Miniſter of France, when the latter pre- 
ſented the flag which was voted by the convention; as like- 
wiſe the reſolutions of both houſes of congreſs on the ſame _ 
ſubject, with the letter of the Preſident to the directory, in 
conſequence thereof, which letter you deſired me to deliver 
without delay. Accordingly, the day after I received it I 
waited on the miniſter of foreign affairs, anc. preſented the 
letter to him, with a requeſt that he would deliver it to the 
directory as ſoon as poſſible ; and to which communication I 
have ſince received the reply, of which I herewith ſend you 
a COPY. 8 

There was lately announced by the directory to the coun- 
cil of five hundred, the diſcovery of a conſpiracy againſt the 
government; whoſe avowed object was to overthrow the 
preſent conſtitution, and eſtabliſh that of 1793 in its ſtead. 
The details furniſhed exhibit a project, which ſought to 
marſhal one deſcription of patriots againſt another; the lcad- 
ers of the innovating party differing from the eſtabliſhed order, 
by the greater fervor of their zeal; and offering as an allure- 
ment to the poor, and in ſupport of their intereſts, the free 
Pillage of the wealthy. Fortunately, however, the project 
was diſcoyered in good time, by the direQory, and cruthed 
in embrio. What its real object was; who were its real au- 
thors, and how many were comprized in it, time will doubt- 
leſs diſcloſe. Perhaps the trial of Drouet, a member of tlic 
hve hundred, lately a priſoner in Auſtria, and who is accuſed 
of being a principal in it, will throw light on the ſubject in 
both views. 

The diſcovery of this plot excited anew the jealouſy of 
bis government againſt foreigners, ſome of whom were ſuſ- 
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pected of having an agency in it; and which ſubjected our 
countrymen, in common with thoſe of other powers, to ſome 
trouble. The foreign miniſters were, in conſequence, called 
on for a liſt of their countrymen here, with the buſineſs of 
each reſpectively; which J have given, and by which, I pre- 
ſume, permiſſion to remain will be obtained for all thoſe who 
are American citizens. ä 

The ſucceſs of the French troops in Italy, whereby the 
Auſtrian and Sardinian armies were „ routed, in 
ſeveral ſevere conflicts, and with great loſs to the Auſtrians, 
has already obtained for the Republic a very advantageous 
peace with Sardinia; by which the king has not only aban- 
doned. the coalition, but ceded forever to France Savoy and 


Nice; and even put himſelf in effect, for the reſidue of the war, 


under the protection of the French Republic. 'The papers 
forwarded will give you the details of this event, as like- 
wile of the proviſional treaty which enſued with Parma. It 
is generally admitted, that the road to Rome is opened; and 
faid, that the Pope is fo ſenſible of this, that he has offered to 


the directory, among other inducements, to uſe his apoſtolic 


authority to appeaſe the diſcontents in the Vendee, and re- 
concile the diſaffected there to the Republic, in caſe they 
will ſpare him, ſor the preſent, the honor of a viſit. A miniſ- 
ter or miniſters are reported to be on their way from Naples; 
ſo that 'tis probable ſome adjuſtment will likewiſe ſoon be 
made with that power. Beaulieu, with the reſidue of the Auſ- 
trian army, has retreated beyond Milan, to the heights be- 
tween the lake De Garda and Mantua, a ſtrong poſition, and 
noted as being formerly occupied by Prince Eugene; whither 
too he was purſued by Buonaparte, who now keeps him in 
check, or rather inveſts him there. -Efforts are making by 
both governments, to ſend to both their armies reinforcements: 
ſo that, perhaps, until they arrive, the final fate of thoſe at» 
mies will not be ſettled. 4200] 

L incloſe you ſome letters juſt received from Mr. Barlow, at 
Algiers, and am, c. 
| { 


From the M iniſter of Foreign Affairs, to the Minifler Plenipo- 
+ 
tentiory of the United States of America. 
Paris, 8th Fhreal, gth Year of the Republic. 
| Abril 25th, 1796. } 


I H4$TEN to inform you, Citizen, that I have ſub- 


mitted to the executive direQory the diſpatch which was ad- 
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dreſſed to it by the Preſident of the United States, in the 
name of the congreſs. | 

The French government cannot receive, but with ſatisfac- 
tion, every thing which tends to confirm the bonds of friend- 
ſhip which unite the two nations. 


Signed) Os 3 
CH. DE LA CROIX. 


Prom the Miniſter Plenipotentiary of the United States of Ame. 
rica, to the NH. inifler of Hereign Afeirs. 


Paris, April 24th, 1796. 


I sExD you herewith a liſt of my countrymen in Pa- 
ris, with the motives of each for coming and remaining here; 
according to the requeſt you were pleaſed to make to me in 
yours of 

I comply with your requeſt with pleaſure; becauſe, being 
a general meaſure, it makes known to you the true characters 
and objects of individuals here; and, enabling you to diſcrimi- 
nate between thoſe who have juſt and lawful motives and 
thoſe who have not, it gives you more complete controul 


over your police, which I wiſh to ſee made perfect and be- 


cauſe by preſenting before you, in a diſtinct view, the ſmall 
number of my countrymen here, with the avocations of every 
one, it enables you to form a more correct idea on that ſub- 
ject, than, I am perſuaded, was heretofore formed upon it. 

The lift which T now incloſe you, comprehends all the 
American citizens now in Paris, amounting to z and to 
which J have to add, that, at no time, ſince my arrival in 
France, did it exceed one hundred and fifty ; an amount far 
ſhort of what the public opinion carried it to. 


You will obſerve, - that in moſt of the caſes rendered, the | 


parties are ſtated to have buſineſs with the government; of the 
truth whereof, in many inſtances, I have perſonal knowledge. 
In all, however, the ſtatement may be verified by you : For, 
if it be correct, the proof thereof will, doubtleſs, be found in 
the department of your government with which the tranſ- 
action is. 


Permit me to repeat my aſſurance, that the more ſtrict you 


are in ſcrutinizing into the motives and charackers of men 
here, the more agreeable to me; becauſe I well know you 
will never fail to give protection to-fuch of my-countrymen 
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28 · merit it; and becauſe I do not wiſh it given to ſuch as ds 
not, in cafe there were ever any of that deſcription here, 


And as to thoſe who pretend to be Americans, and are not, 
although it belongs not to me to provoke upon them the pu- 
niſhment they merit; yet be aſſured it will give me the higheſt 
ſatisfaction to ſee that they are detected, and chaſed from the 
Republic. | 


* 


From the Miniſter Plenipetentiary of the United States of Ame. 
rica, to the Miniſter of Exterior Relations. 


Paris, May 12th, 1796. 


I 0BSERVE by a decree of the 21ſt of Floreal, that all 
thoſe ſtrangers, who are not particularly exempted from its o- 
peration by the executive directory, oo depart to the diſ- 
tance of ten leagues from Paris, within the term therein ſpe- 
ciſied. Permit me, then, to call your attention to this decree, 
for the purpoſe of aſking you by what mode ſhall avail my- 
ſelf, for the benefit of my countrymen, of the benefit of that 
clauſe, which authoriſes the directoire to make the ſuitable 
diſcrimination. 

Moſt of my countrymen who are in Paris, to the amount 
perhaps of one hundred and fiſty, are men of buſineſs. Some 
of them captains of veſſels, who have brought cargoes into 
the country; and all of whom have accounts to ſettle. They 
ſtate to me, as diſpatch in their affairs is of 1mport- 
ance to them, and equally ſo to you, that the delay which 
their abſence from the city, muſt occaſion will be efſentially 
hurtful to them and to you; and that it is, therefore, their 
hope, a ſavourable LOS will be given to that decree 
in their behalf; and the more eſpecially, becauſe they can- 
not be ſuſpected of favoring the conſpiracy it was deſigned to 
cruſh. | 

Whatever mode the direCtoire may think proper to ado 
in deſignating thoſe who are to remain, I will obſerve, ſo far 
as depends on me. The object of the decrees, I preſume, to 
baniſh intriguants; who are, perhaps, the ſubjects. of your 
enemies, and of courſe does not apply to thoſe who are reall 
my countrymen. If this is the object, it will be eaſy to if. 
criminate between them and others, in' a manner to accom- 
pliſh the end. But if it is intended to diſcriminate between 
them, ſending ſome away and leaving others, you will per- 
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ceive how difficult it will be for me to execute it, were I ſufſi- 
ciently informed; ſince it would ſubject me to the neceffity 
of declaring to ſome that they had not mine, and were not 
worthy your, confidence; and which, in truth, I could not do; 
becauſe I know of none to whom I could make ſuch a decla- 
ration. - | 

Permit me to ſuggeſt, for your conſideration, whether the 
calling in all paſſports now out, and granting others in their 
ſtead, and whereby a diſcrimination might be made between 
thoſe who are and 'are not entitled, leaving the latter to the 
animadverſion of your police, —would not anſwer the end. In 
this caſe, a prohibition that any paſſports of an older date 
than the decree ſhould give protection would be ſuſficient; and 
in addition to which, ſuch perſons as were diſtruſted by you, 
if any ſuch there were, might be ſent out. I ſuggeſt this for. 
your conſideration, in the hope it will be found adequate; 
and from a knowledge it would eſſentially accommodate the 
intereſt of my countrymen. 


From the Miniſter Plenipotentiary of the United States, to the 


Miniſter of Foreign Affairs. 
Paris, May 14th, 1796. 


Nor having an anſwer to the letter I wrote you on 
the 12th inſtant, on the ſubject of the decree which paſſed on 
the 21ſt Floreal(1oth May) enjoining foreigners, not exempted 
by the directory, to depart without the commune of Paris; 
and fearing ſome inconvenience to ſome of my countrymen 
from the delay, I have thought proper to aſſemble, and take 
a liſt of all thoſe whom I know to be Americans, for the pur- 
poſe of furniſhing you with it. Accordingly I now incloſe you 
a liſt of thoſe who have preſented themſelves, with an aſſur- 
ance that thoſe whoſe names are inſerted are American citi- 
zens. There may be others not included, and whom the ſhort 
term allowed for attendance has deprived of the opportunity 
of enrolling themſelves ; and whoſe names ſhall be ſupplied 
when I become poſſeſſed of them. | | 

Moſt of theſe perſons I perſonally know, and confide in : 


Some I do not know; but I am well perſuaded, they are all in- 


capable of committing any act unfriendly to you; and of 
courſe, that they merit an exemption from the decree, which 


baniſhes from this commune ſuſpected perſons. 
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1 need not obſerve to you, that I am at all times ready to 
co-operate with you in all meaſures neceſſary to detect thoſe, 


who by artifices endeavor to uſurp the character and privile- 
ges of American citizens; fince no object is more ardently 


wiſhal by me, than to prevent an abuſe diſhonorable to us, 


and equally hurtful to both countries, 


From the Miniſter of Exterior Relations, to the M. inifter Plenis 
potentiary of the United States of America. 


Peris, 8th Ficreal, 4th Year of the Republic. 


Abril 27th, 1796. 
CITIZEN, Ws 


Tur Citizen Caillard, miniſter plenipotentiary of 
the French Republic, near the king of Pruſſia, has tranſmit- 
ted to me a petition in the German language, which a wo- 
man ſettled at Frankfort on the Mein, calling herſelf a widow 
of a Pruſſian major, and her maiden name Franklin, had ſent 
to him. Citizen Caillard informs me, that this woman is 
diſtinguiſhed by her genius and literary talents, and enjoys 
a degree of celebrity in Germany. 

Her pctition is addreſſed to the legiſlative body, and its ob- 


| ject 1 is to obtain aſhſtance. I thought i it ſuitable to ſend it to 


you, rather than to the legiſlative body. It ſeemed to me, 
that the United States would have reafon to complain, if 
France ſhould in a manner deprive them of the ſatisfaction 
of relieving the relation of one of their dcliverers, in her miſ- 
fortuncs. 

You will find herein eneloſed the petition, with the tranſ- 
lation which I cauſed to be made. 

Accept the aſſurance of my perfect conſideration. 


(Signed) | 
| CH. DE LA Oy 


From the Minter e of the United States 19 80 Ames 
rica, to the Mini er of Foreign Afpairs. 


Paris, May 6th, 1796. 


I Hav been favoured with yours of the 27th April 
(8th of Floreal) incloſing a letter from a lady in Pruſſia, tranſ- 
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mitted you by Citizen Caillard, your miniſter plenipotentiary 
at Berlin, addreſſed to the legiſlative body of France; ſtating 


herſelf to be related to the late Dr. Franklin; and aſking 


ſome pecuniary aid, on' account, I prefume, of the merits of 
that reſpectable relative. I am happy you have ſent this to 
me, becauſe I ſhould have been V. to ſee a petition pre- 
ſented to your legiſlature, aſking for aid, upon the idea of a 
claim againſt us; which claim, if the fact ſtated were true (as 
I preſume it 1s) would not be allowed by us. It rarely hap- 
pens that the merits of one relative procure, in the United 
States, any favor to another. When a perſon who had ably 


and faithfully ſerved his country, as Doctor Franklin did, dies 


poor, and leaves his children in diſtreſs, aid is often extend- 
ed to them: But Doctor Franklin died in good circumſtances ; 
and I preſume the relationſhip between him and this lady muſt 


be very remote, conſidering that he was born in America, 


and ſhe in Pruſſia. However I engage myſelf, with pleaſure, 
ro communicate her demand to the grandſon 'of Dr. Frank- 
lin, who is now here; and who will doubtleſs be diſpoſed to 
pay it all the attention it merits. 


J No. XIV. 1 


Erxom Mr. Moxnox, ro Tux SECRETARY OF STATE» 


Paris, June 12th, 1796. 


I nave the pleaſure to inform you, that in a late in- 
formal conference with one of the members of the directoire, 
I was adviſed by him, that the directoire had done nothing 
in regard to us, upon the ſubject communicated to you in 
ſeveral of my preceding letters; and that he preſumed they 
would do nothing upon that ſubject. I truſt therefore that 
their councils are thus ſettled upon this intereſting topic, and 


that I ſhall hear nothing farther from them on it. But ſhould , 


they take a different turn, of which at preſent there 1s no 
particular ſymptom (for the probability of ſuch a courſe was 
greateſt in the commencement, and whilſt the firſt impreſſions 
were at their height) I ſhall not fail to apprize you of it, and 
without delay. As yet no ſucceſſor is appointed to Mr. Adet; 


nor can I ſay what the intention of his government is in that 
reſpect. I preſume, however, upon the authority of the above 
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communication, that in caſe one is appointed, it will be merely 
in conſequence of Mr. Adet's requeſt; and be of courſe only 
an ordinary official meaſure, of no particular importance to us. 
As yet none of our countrymen have been compelled to 
leave Paris, under the late decree, reſpecting foreigners, and 
which was occaſioned by the late conſpiracy. Whether they 
will or not is uncertain; for the directory, in executing the 
power granted it by the decree, have authorized none to ſta 
of any nation, for whoſe good conduct their reſpective winif 
ters have pot made themſelves perſoually reſponſible. I could 
not diſcriminate between my, countrymen, by adnutting ſome, 
and rejecting others; but did every thing in my power to ob- 
tain an exemption for all. I ſend you copies of my letters 
upon that ſubject to the miniſter of foreign affairs, and to 
which J have yet received no official or other deſinitive an- 
ſwer. 15 "172 6 ele ine 
The truce was lately terminated by the Emperor, in the 
manner preſcribed by the convention which formed it, whic 
{tipulated, that it ſhould ceaſe after the expiration of 10 days, 
upon notice given by either party ; and immediately after- 
wards the campaign was opened by the French, and with the 
ſame ſucceſs, at leaſt to a certain degree, as attended their ef- 
ſorts in Italy. In two rencounters between conſiderable divi- 
ſions of the army of the Sambre'et Meuſe and the Auſtrians, 
on the right of the Rhine, the former have gained complete 
victories; taken in the firſt (excluding the killed and wound- 


* 


ed) about 2400 priſoners, and in the ſecond about 3000, ex- 


clufive of the killed and wounded. In Italy, two new victo- 
ries have been gained, and by which Beaulieu was forced to 


retreat through the Venitian territory to the Tyrol, leaving 


the French maſters of that country. I ſend you the papers 
which give you the details, and am, &c. 
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From MR. MonRkor, To Tur SECRETARY OF STATE. 
333 


Paris, June 281th, 1795. 
AFTER my laſt af the 12th inſtant, I flattered myſelf 


that T ſhould hear nothing further from this government up- 
on the ſubject of our late treaty with England; but find that 
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in this reſpect I was diſappointed ; having ſince received from 
the miniſter of foreign affairs, a letter upon that ſubject, and 
of which Therewith forward you a copy,” as likewiſe” of, the 
anſwer I made to it. It is probable that this act of the miniſ- 
ter proceeds from himſelf, and not from the directoire; ſince 
it is preſumable from the intimation heretofore given me by 
a very reſpectable authority (which, I communicated to you 
in my laſt) that that body had already determined not to 
trouble us further on that ſubjeQ ; and in which caſe leſs 
inconvenience is to be apprehended from it. But let it pro- 
ceed from whatever ſoutce it may, I ſhall not fail to uſe my 
utmoſt efforts to prevent its further progreſs. I ſhall fee the 
direQoire to day at a general audience, being a day- (the furſt 
Decadi of every month) on which they receive all the forei 
miniſters; and as I propoſe then to ſpeak with ſome of the 
members upon the ſubject, I ſhall doubtleſs be able to give 
— further, and, I hope, more ſatisfactory information on that 
ead in my next. I have notwithſtanding thought proper ta 
forward to you immediately the above, and am &. 
| i 4 2.447 4 AS — 


Extraft, from the Regiſters of the Deliberations of the Executive 


Direftory. 


„ 3 


Treg executive directory reſolves, that the citizens 


born without the territory of the Republic, for whom the 


foreign ambaſſadors and miniſters, have pledged themſelves in 
writing, and who, until now were authoriſed to reſide at 
Paris, ſhall be bound to provide themſelves with a new and 
ſpecial authoriſation within three times twenty-four hours. 

Thoſe who ſhall not have obtained that authoriſation, with- 
in the ſaid period, ſhall be bound to leave Paris without de- 
lay, under ee tranſgrefſors of the law 
of the 21ſt Floreal laſt (May 1oth.) ) 

The miniſter of general police is charged with the execu- 
tion of the preſent reſolve which ſhall not be printed. 


«F a 


(Signed) CARNOT, Preſident. 
(True Copy) By order of the Executive DireCtory. 
G igned) ' LAGARDE; Secretary General. 

(Signed) COCHON, Miniſter of General Police. 


(Signed) CH. DE LA CROIX, tf 
: 02 + +  » 7 * Miniſter of External Relations. 
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Frem the Miniſter of External Relations, to the Minifter Plenipo- 
tentiary of the U. nited States of America. | 


Paris, 2d Prairial, *ath Year of the Republic. | 
{ May 21/t, 1796.) 


SIR, | 3 
Tux unpleaſant ſituation, in which the Republic finds 


herſelf, has determined the legiſlative body to paſs a ſevere 
taw againlt the foreigners, who are not in the employ of the 


miniſters of friendly powers. You have tranſmitted to me 
different demands; I have laid them before the directory; it 


charges me to write you on that ſubject. It cannot take any 
decihve ſtep in ſuch a delicate caſe, without being informed 
of the motives on which the demands of each individual are 


grounded ; the liſts of exceptions which you have tranſmitted 


to me, do not expreſs the motives. It charges me to ſend 
them back to you, in order that you may pleaſe to give a 
more full account of each individual mentioned therein, and 
of the motives which oblige them to prolong their reſidence in 
this place. It defires that you may enable it to decide be- 
fore the expiration of three days. 

Accept, Sir, the aſſurances of my perfect conſideration, 


(Signed) CH. DE LA CROIX. 


P. S. Beſides the lift, you are invited to give a ſtatement, 
ſupported by ſolid motives, of all the other individuals who 
might have a claim to the exception. 


From the Miniſter of External Relations, to the Miniſter 
Plenipotemtiary of the United States of America. 


Paris, 6th, Prairial 4th Y ear of the Republic. 


( May 25th, 1796. } 
R, a | 


IHA the honor to ſend you a copy of the reſolve 
of the executive directory, of the 1ſt of this month, con- 
cerning the execution of the law of the 21ſt Floreal laſt, and 
I requeſt you, that when you ſhall give notice to me of the 
execution, which you will have given it, you will add, as ! 
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Catio! 


HET. - 
have requeſted by my letter of the ad of this month (May 2 1ſt) 
the motives of the ſtay of each of the individuals of your na- 
tion, who have made application for an exemption, in order. 
to continue their reſidence at Paris, that a definitive permiſ- 
fon may be granted to them, if there be cauſe. | 
Accept, Sir, the aſſurance of my perfect conſideration. 


_ (Signed) CH. DE LA CROIX. 


From the Minifter of Foreign Affairs, to the Minifter Pleni- 
potentiary of the United States of America. 


Paris, 5th Meſider, 4th Year of the Republic. 
June 25th, 1796. ) 


Our laſt intelligence informs us that the houſe of 
repreſentatives of the congreſs, has conſented, by the majori- 
ty of fifty-one againſt forty-eight votes, to carry into execu- 
non the treaty concluded at London, between the United 
States and Great Britain, in November 1794. As this ad- 
vice is derived only from the gazettes, I deſire, Citizen, that 
you will be pleaſed to inform me what official information 
you have upon this ſubject. After the chamber of repreſen- 
tatives has given its conſent to this treaty, we ought, without 
doubt, to conſider it in full force: And zs the ſtate of things 
which reſults from it, merits our profound attention, I with 
to learn from you, in what light we are to conſider the event, 
which the public papers announce, before I call the attention 

the directory to thoſe conſequences which ought ſpecially 
to intereſt this Republic. 


(Signed) 


* 


CH. DE LA CROIX. 


; | 
From the Miniſter Plenipotemtiary of the United States of Aiite= 
rica, to the Minifter of Foreign Affairs. 
Paris, June 27th, 1796. 


I HAvE been honored with yours of the 7th Meſſidor 
(25th June) demanding what credit was due to certain publi- 
cations in our gazettes; which ſtate that the houſe of repre- 
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ſentatives had paſſed the law neceſſary to carry into complete 
effect, the treaty lately concluded between the United States 
and Great Britain; and in caſe thoſe publications were au- 
thentic, demanding of me further, in what light you ought to 
view this event, before you called the attention of the direc- 
tory to it; and to which I readily give, according to the light 
J have upon the ſubject, the anſwer you require. 
Upon the ſirſt point, permit me to aſſure you; that I have 
no information other than what the gazettes to which you re- 
fer, contain; having received no official advice upon it, and 
of courſe can give you none. And upon the ſecond, I have 
to obſerve, that as I have already anſwered, in a very detailed 
and, as I ſuppoſed, ſatisfactory manner, your ſeveral objections 
to that treaty, to which I have fince received no reply,—it is 
impoſlible for me to enter again, and under ſuch circumſtan- 
ces, into that ſubject. If there are any points in the commu- 
nication given, upon which you think I have not been ſuſf- 
ciently explicit, and upon which further explanation is re- 
quired, and you will be pleaſed to ſtate theſe to me, I will im- 
mediately notice them more particularly, and hope to your 
ſatisfaction; ſince, be aſſured, there is no political obje& 
which I have more at heart, than to preſerve by the utmoſ 
candor and frankneſs in all my communications, the beſt har- 
mony between our two republics. oO 


L No. XXXVI. 3 
' From MR. MoxRoz, To THE SECRETARY OF STATE. 


Paris, Fuly 24th, 1796. 


] HEREWITH tranſmit you a copy of a third commu- 
nication which lately paſſed between the miniſter of foreign 
affairs and myſelf, upon the ſubject of our late treaty with 
England, and which ſeems to haye been produce by my re- 
ply to his ſecond letter, which ſought infofmation whether the 
houſe of repreſentatives had paſſed a law to carry that treaty 
into effect. I preſume therefore, from this conſideration, as 
from the further cc, that the direQtoire now poſſeſſes our 
view of that ſubject (which was my objec in aſking, and 
theirs in granting the diſcuſſion) that it may now be Tonſider- 
ed as cloſed. oy © + wv +a n Ih ' _ * | PR” 


what was taken in the flight of their emigrants from Saint 


I have endeavored, as you will perceive, in this my laſt fe- 
ply, to divert this government from the ſubje& of this com- 
plaint, and which it has ſo uniformly and yehemently preſſed 
of late, by preſenting before it a hit of ours alſo, for injuries 
received from this republic, in the courſe of the preſent war. 
The attempt, I knew, was a delicate one, at the preſent time, 
and under preſent curcumſtances z but yet I thought it my du- 
ty to make it, ſince ſuch a view was intimately connected with 
the topic in diſcuſſion; might produce, and moſt probably 
would produce, a good eſſect, and eſpecially as I preſumed it 
might be made in a manner 2 the dignity of the nation 
I repreſ:nted, and be tempered, at the ſame time, with ſuita- 
ble reſpect for the councils of that to which it was a- 
drefled. |, _, ; 

I fincerely wiſh it were now in my power to ſay that this 
affair was ended, and that neither of us ſhould ever hear of 
it again; but this I cannot ſay ; for ſo deep founded has their 
diſcontent, appeared to be, and ſo vehement their deſire to 
give ſome ſignal proof of it; that it is impoſſible, even at 
this moment, to determine in what ſcale their councils will 
ultimately ſettle in regard to us. At one time it was whiſper- 
ed that they meant to Pong forward a claim againſt us, for all 
their property taken by the Britiſh in our . veſſels, including 
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Domingo; at another, that they meant to fuſpend for the 
preſent all payments to our citizens, and until ſatisfaction up- 
on their ſeveral complaints was obtained; and again that they 
would ſuſpend the operation of thoſe articles in our treaty of 
1778, which the miniſter intimated to me in his laſt letter the 
direCtoire thought it its duty to modify: But yet none of theſe 
things are done, nor have I any particularreaſontopreſumethey 
vill be done, other than what appears from the general temp- 
er of the government, and of * 5 you are already ſufficient- 
ly informed. Upon the whole, therefore, I think I may ven- 
ture to obſerve, that as this government and nation, indepen- 
dent of the points in. diſcuſſion, are friendly to us, and, as a 
ſtrong portion of paſſion has obviouſly mingled itſelf with 
their other motives in reſpect to theſe, and which is probably 
diminiſhed by the time that was gained by the diſcuſſion 
(admitting that ht was the only benefit gained by it) the 
probability is, that no ſuch meaſure will now be taken. 
Lately —— a new cauſe of complaint was ſuggeſted to 
me, but in ſo indiſtinct a manner and upon ſo peculiar a ſub- 
ject, that I do not even yet comprehend what was meant by 
it, It was obſerved to me, by a perſon in a high ſtation the 
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other day, when in converſation with him on the other points, 


that in our late treaty with Spain, we had likewiſe forgotten 


our relations with France. I expreſſed my aſtoniſhment at 
the intimation, and aſked him in what reſpect; ſince I could 
not conceive to what he alluded, France having no territory 
in that quarter, and of courſe no rights or intereſts depending 
there. He replied (at leaſt ſo I underſtood him) that he did 
not mean to intimate we had committed a breach of engage- 
ments, but of friendſhip only. He' then deſcanted upon the 
intimate relations ſubſiſting between France and Spain at pre- 
Tent, the latter approaching and ſeeking the aid of the former, 
to ſupport her colonies againſt Britain; but gave no explana- 
tion of what he referred to in the ſuggeſtion at* firſt made; 
nor have I been able ſince to aſcertain it. I will however en- 
deavor to fathom this buſineſs if poſſible, and will in caſe 
ſucceed, immediately afterwards unveil to you the myſ- 
err, 5 0%, | ds 
| The ſucceſs of France in her military operations, con- 
tinues to be aſtoniſhingly great, both in Italy and upon the 
Rhine. All Italy may indeed be conſidered as ſubjugated; 
for the French troops find at preſent in that quarter no op- 
poſing force in the field againſt them; and Mantua, the on- 
ly garriſon which ſuſtains a ſiege, is cloſely inveſted, and it 
is thought will ſoon ſurrender. The Pope, I hear, has made 
a proviſional agreement with Buonaparte, by which he is to 
pay about twenty-one millions, fifteen of which in ſpecie, 
and the refique in articles for the army; to give up one hun. 
dred pictures, the rareſt pieces of art; 300 manuſcripts, andex 
clude the Engliſh from his poſts. The king of Naples too 
has an Envoy now on his way here, and, it is ſaid, with au- 
thority to cloſe upon terms favorable to France. It is further 
to be obſerved, that the French have entered Leghorn, upon the 
principle that the Engliſh held it, or rather made it a place of 
depoſit ſor all their ſupplies for Corſica, and elſewhere in that 
quarter; and had alſo violated the neutrality of Tuſcany + 
gainſt France. In that port too, much Engliſh property was 
taken by the French, which they deem a lawful prize. The 
Auſtrians, when finally compelled to abandon the field, and 
ſeck ſafety by flight into the mountains of the Tyrol, eroſſed 
the Venetian territory, and in conſequence whereof the 
French purſued them into Verona. Thus it appears, that no 
part of Italy can now well be ſaid to be free from the effect 
of the prefent war, or not to yield in ſome mode or other 
heavy contributions to its ſupport z except Naples at the ex- 
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tremity, and who is now about to contribute; and Genoa 
who loans money, I preſume, voluntarily. 
Upon the Rhine too the ſame ſucceſs has attended the 
arms of France. Both her armies in that quarter, that of the 
Sambre and Meuſe, under Jourdan, and that of the Rhine 
and Moſelle, under Moreau, have each had ſeveral actions 
with the Auſtrians, and vanquiſhed them in almoſt every in- 
ſtance, At one moment, indeed, and after gaining ſome im- 
portant advantages, Jourdan retired, as before a more potent 
enemy, and which brought after him the Auſtrians, and with 
accumulated force. At the ſame moment however, and 
whilſt the attention of the Auſtrians, elated with their appa- 
rent ſuperiority, was drawn to that point, Moreau, who had 
been inactive, and even made a ſhew of detaching a conſi- 
derable part of his force for Italy (proviſion being made on 
the rout for that purpoſe) croſſed the Rhine alſo, at a very 
difficult paſſage, where it was expected no ſuch attempt 
would be made, and attacked and defeated the Auſtrians in 
ſeveral rencounters, killing many, and taking likewiſe many 
priſoners. Since this event, which was about three weeks 
paſt, theſe armies have gone forward flowly, but with a con- 
tinued career of good fortune, acting in concert though at a 
conſiderable diſtance from each other, and penetrating into 
the interior of Germany. The laſt achievement was that of 
Frankfort, and which was taken by Jourdan, and from 
which city, it is ſaid, a contribution of thirty five millions of 
Florins is demanded. Where this bold enterprize will end, 
and to what extremity the French are diſpoſed to preſs their 


fortunes, in caſe they are not repulſed, it is impoſſible for me 


to ſay. Nothing tranſpires from this government upon that 
point, and of courſe I have no data whereon to reſt a conjec- 
ture other than you now poſſeſs. It is however to be obſerv- 
ed, that as the Auſtrian armies retire, they approach each 
other, as do the French in advancing. Perhaps it is the in- 
tention of the Auſtrian cabinet they ſhall unite, in the hope 
as they are now nearer together, and their junction may in 
conſequence probably be ſooner made than that of the French, 
they may, thus united, attemptſomething, and with better ſuc- 
ceſs againſt the divided force of France. If this be the caſe, 
it is likewiſe probable we ſhall ſhortly witneſs a greater and 
more deciſive action than has yet been fought. But it is ſtill 
more probable that peace with Auſtria, and upon the terms 
heretofore inſiſted on by France, will ſoon cloſe the war be- 
tween theſe two powers» Ka 
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In che interior too every thing has aſſumed a new and 
more invigorating aſpect than was ſhewn before, ſince the 


commencement of the revolution. Great harmony prevails 


between the {:giflative corps and the executive ; and a greats 
er ſpirit of contentment is . diſcerned by thoſe who travel 
through France, among all ranks of people than was ſeen at 
any time before, ſince the beginning of that era. It is even 
ſaid, that a change is gradually making among thoſe who, 
were heretofore 3 the implacable foes of republican go- 
vernment; many of „ hom, now that they find they are pro- 
tected in the rights of perſon and property, begin to loſe much 
of their hatred to that form. In truth, prior to the eſtabliſhment 


of the preſent conſtitution, the people of France had little. 


opportunity of judging correctly of the merits of the republican 


ſyſtem. They judged of it by what they ſaw in the reyolu- 


tion; for Europe exhibited no other example to their view; 
and eſtimating its merits by that ſtandard, they ſaw in it 
nothing but a ſeries of terrible and convulſive movements, 


which they dreaded even more than the tyranny that was late» 


ly overthrown, When therefore this circumſtance is con- 
{idered, and the improvement which the new government 
has introduced is properly appreciated, we immediately per- 
- ceive the cauſe to which this change of ſentiment in that claſg 
is to be aſcribed. | | a | 
The miſunderſtanding which lately ſubſiſted between Ruſ- 
kia and Sweden has been compromiſed by tome eonceſſions an 
the part of the latter; among which the recall of Baron de 
Stael was included, and whole place was committed by the 
Swediſh government to Baron Rehauſey, with the e of 
charge d' affaires. But the French government retuſed to 
receive him, it is faid, becauſe he was preſumed to bg 
appointed under the influence of Ruſſia. One of the miniſ- 
ters of Holland (Blauw) and Reybaz from Geneva were al- 
ſo lately recalled by their reſpective governments, upon the 
demand of the directoire, and apparently much againſt the 
wiſhes of thoſe governments; each of thoſe gentlemen have 
ing ſince received aſſurances of the undiminiſhed confidencs 
of his canſtituents. The motive of the diregtoire for mak» 
ing this demand, in cither caſe, is unknown; no reaſon, as 
1 25 being given for it to either of the governments to 
which it was made. 0 
Permit me to make known to you the wiſh of Iſaac Cas 
Barnet, a citizenof the United States, from Elizabeth town 
(Jerſey) to be appointed conſul at Breſt. This young man 
ts well recommended to me in point of morality ; appears to 
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poliets adequate tafents, and from whit 1 Hear, is induſtrious g 

Z and being itt egery view ſttiftly am Aniericati, and therefor 

entitled to tlie contiderice of this country, I beg leave to re- 

k commend him to your attention. The intereſt of our coun- 

] try requires thi 4 confuf ſnould be plated at that port; and 

: 75 chatacter of the port, being the great a0 yard of 

L rance, requires that the truſt fhault be confided with care, 

ö and to fore perſon whofe character would repet fufpicion. 

, In addition therefore to What 1 have faid' of Mt rnet, 

. beg to refer yon to Mr. Boudinot of Jerſey, whofe nephew 

a he is; and who will doubtlefs give you more correct in- 

a formation of his merits than L poſſeſs. : 

— From the Minifler of Foreign Affairs, to the Miniſter Pleni- 

2 Potentiary of the United States of America. 

Jy | | | h 8 TO 

2 | | Faria 19 Maſidor, 45 Year of the Republic, 

as Jul 7th, 1796.) 

5 CrriZEn Mrurs rx, KI 

{ Tux hops of ſeeing depart daily the new miniſter 

n whom the executive directory propoſed to ſend to the United 

i States, prevented my ſooner, anſwering your letter of the 25 

ne Ventoſe (15 of March) laſt. You call my attention in your 

of note of the gth of this month. (27 of June) to the arguments 

tg which that letter contains relative to our complaints againſt 

be e treaty concluded between the United States and Great. 

iſe Britain, Time, citizen miniſter; has ſufficiently ripened the 

le points that were then im diſcuſſion, and far from being en- 

he feebled, our complaints. againſt that Fil have acquired 1 | 

he ſince, in our eſtimation, new force. I will, content myſelf 118 

Ve then, without entering into details, to.announce N i that A 

0 the opinion of the directory has never varied upon that point. 1 

tho It Has ſeen in this act, concluded in the midſt of hoſtilities, a N 

as breach of the friendſhip which unites the United States and Tit | 

ta this Republic; and in the ſtipulations which reſpect the neu- it. 
trality of the flag, an abandonment of the' tacit; engagement. . 

a which ſubſiſted between the two nations upon this point ſince : HT” 

wn, their treaty of commerce of 1778. The abandonment of the WW! 

an principles, conſecrated by this treaty, has ſtruck us with great- 7 

to er force, from the confideratiorr that all the othet treaticsy | 1 13 

FF 
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which tho United States have made, contain them, as-from the 
further one, that theſe principles are ſince ſo pr yas: ac- 
knowledged, that they now form the public law of all civilized 
nations. „ 

After this, Citizen Miniſter, the executive directory thinks 
itſelf founded, in regarding the ſtipulations of the treaty of 
1778, which concern the neutrality of the flag, as altered and 
ſuſpended in their moſt eſſential parts, by this act, and that 
it would fail in its duty, if it did not modify a ſtate of things 
which would never have been conſented to, but upon the 
condition of the molt ſtrict reciprocity. _ 


(Signed) | „ 
CH. DE LA CROIX. | 
From the M. iniſter Pleni potentiary of the United States, to the 
Miniſter of Foreign Afairs. .. | 
| | | Paris, July 14th, 1796. 


I HAVE received your ſavor of 19th Meſſidor (7th July) 
and am ſorry to find by it that the anfwer J gave to yours of 
19th.Ventole, containing the expoſition of your objections to 
our late treaty with England, was not ſatisfactory to you. To. 


this latter letter therefore I ſhall alſo make a reply, and in the 


hope that it will produce its deſired effect. 


I obſerve that you confine your objections in this letter to 
a ſimple article in that treaty, which failed to ſecure protec» 
tion in our bottoms to your goods; and which you deem a 
violation of a tacit agreement which, you ſay, has fubſiſted 


between the United States and France, ſince their treaty of 


1778 ; and an abandonment of the principles conſecrated by 
that treaty. You likewife ſay, that the directoĩre conſiders the 
{tipulations of our treaty of 1778, which reſpect the neutralt», 
ty of our flag, as altered, and ſuſpended by this act; and that 
it would think itſelf wanting in its duty, if it did not modify 
a ſtate of things which would never have been conſented to 


but upon principles of ſtrict recipocity. 


You ſeem aware, and with great reaſon, that you have no 


right to complain of that ſtipulation, unleſs it violates ſome 
exiſting obligation either of the law of nations, or of our 
treaty with you; and in conſequence intimate that it has vio- 


lated both; for you add, that the principles of that treaty. 


t-22- T 
have, in that reſpect, become ſince the law of all civilized na- 
tions. I ſhall endeavour to ſhew that that article has violated 
neither the one nor the other, | | 
I preſume it cannot be controverted, that by the old and eſ- 
tabliſhed law of nations, when two powers are at war, either 
may take the goods of its enemy in a neutral ſhip. This doc- 
trine is eſtabliſhed by the moſt eminent writers, and admit- 
ted in practice by all nations, between whom particular treaties 
have not ſtipulated the contrary. To prove this aſſertion in 
its firſt part, permit me to refer you to the following authori- 
ties, and which are clear and explicit to that effect ;* and 
to prove it in the ſecond part, permit me to aſk, if the law of 
nations was not ſo, why were ſpecial treaties entered into by F 
particular nations to ſtipulate the contrary ? Is it preſumable, 
| that any powers would form treaties to eſtabliſh what was al- 
ready eſtabliſhed ? Or was it thought, when our treaty of 
: 1778 was formed, that, in this reſpect, it made no change; 
| or, in other words, ſtipulated nothing? - | 
But you ſay that the law of nations has changed, and that 
the principles of that treaty have become ſince, in that reſpect, 
the general law of all ciyilized nations. Permit me to aſk you 
by what authority was this done; or how it appears that it 
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} is done ? I admit that it is changed among thoſe nations who 
f have formed treaties to that effect, and betweenthoſe only who 
0 have formed them; but further the doctrine cannot be car- 
d. ried. It cannot be ſaid, for inſtance, that the aſſent of apar- 
6e ticular number of nations to a rule which ought to operate 
f between themſelves only, is tobecome a rule for other nations, 
0. who have never aſſented to it; or, in other words, that a part 
oy of the civilized nations would have a right to diCtate a law to | 
a another part: Such a doctrine would ſubſtitute force to right, 
d and might be productive, in other caſes, and eſpecially in the 
of hands of governments leſs friendly to liberty than yours and 
by ours are, of conſequences the moſt fatal to ſociety : It is there- 
he fore in my judgment not a ſound doctrine. That Britain op- 
li- poſed the principle that free ſhips ſhould make free goods in 
lat the laſt war, and has likewiſe oppoſed it in the preſent war, 
fy: are facts well known to you; as it likewiſe is, that all your 
to. enemies, in the preſent war, have done the ſame, including 
| ſome who are now your friends; and to the great detriment 
no. of America, Admitting then that a majority of the civilized 
me nations have a right to bind the minority in a rightful cauſe 
i * Bynkerſkoek, vol. 2d. Queſt. jzris pub. lib. 1. cap. 14. 


Voet de jure militari, cap. 5. 2. No. 
Ay, Vattel lib, 3. cap. 7. SeR. 115, and many others. / 


— 
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(as it is admitted the r one is) how was it to be done 
upon the preſent oceaſion; when the powers compofing tht 
majority had ſhifted ſides, and were now marſhafled m oppo- 
ſition to the principle they had lately adopted. 

Thus it appears that the article in queſtion has not violated 
the law of nations, according to the opinion of enfightenied 
authorities, and the practice of nations. Nor has it violated 
our treaties with France: Upon which latter point I fhalf ald 
add a few words. | 5 

It is to be remarked, that you do not urge a violation of any 
poſitive ſtipulation in our treaty of 1778; on the contrary, 
you charge only the breach of a tacit agreement, which yort 
intimate to have grown out of that treaty. But of what na- 
ture was that agreement, and whence is it inferred? The treaty 
contains an expreſs ſtipulation between America and France, 
that when either of the parties are at war with another nation, 
it will reſpect the flag of the other party, trading with that 
other nation; and it ſtipulates no more in that behalf. And 
its reciprocity is to be found in a change of circumſtances; 
whereby the party lately at war is now at peace, and enjoy. 
ing in turn (the other being at war) the privilege of its 
fag, in trade with the enemy of the other. It does not ſtipu- 
late that we will unite in impoſing that rule on other natrons'; | 
nor does it ſtipulate that we will adopt no other rule with — 
other nation: Of courfe we were free to act, in that reſpect, 
as we thought fit; and therefore have violated, by means 
thereof, no agreement with you either poſitive or im- 

lied. 

1 I concur with you, as I did in my laſt communication, on 
this ſubject; that the utmoſt reſpect is due to the principle 
of free thips making free goods; and with you I alſo unite in 
the hope, that it will ſoon become univerſal; ſince it is 4 
principle dictated by reaſon; and neceffary to tlie freedom of 
che ſea, and in con{equence to the peace aud tranquillity of 
nations. The United States have too, a9 yo, obſerve, in- 
ſerted it in all their treaties, where they could obtain it; 
and to which I may add; that they wilt moſt certainly continue 
to preſs it in their future treaties, as opportunities occur, 
and circumſtances may favor, till it becomes general. To 
promote which end, however, it is proper here to obſerve, 
chat an harmonious concert between the two nations is ab- 
ſolutely neceffary ;- for otherwiſe! it were impoſfibſe they 
ſhould ſucceed. ; . 

You will obſerve, that in my reply. to your complaints, I 
have heretofore confined-myſelf fbrictly-to-the ſubject of thoſe 
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complaints ; never going beyond them, to expoſe in return 
the injuries we have received from this Republic, in the 
courſe of the preſent war. But I might have told you in the 


outſet, that by a decree of the convention in 1793, the arti- 


cles in queſtion of our treaty of commerce were ſet afide 
and, in violation whereof, about fifty of our veſſels were 
brought into your ports; their cargoes taken from the pro- 
prietors, and who yet remain unpaid ; that about the ſame 
time, and without any motive being aſſigned, even to the pre- 
ſent day, upwards of eighty others of our veſſels were embar- 
goed at Bordeaux, and detained there for more than a year; 
and to the great injury of the proprietors, who yet remain 
unpaid: That for ſupplies rendered to your iſlands in the 
Weſt Indies, which have been and ſtill are ſupported princi- 


pally from the United States, as for, innumerable ſpoliationg. 


that have been made, and are daily making upon our com- 
merce in thoſe iſlands; as likewiſe, for ſupplies rendered to 
the Republic here, —immenſe ſums are due to our citizens, as 
authenticated by the higheſt ſuitable public authorities there 
and here, and for the want of which many of them are ruin- 


ed.“ I ſay I did not bring theſe things forward, becauſe it 


would have borne the aſpect of a recrimination, and which 
I did not wiſh any part of my conduct to bear, in any tranſac- 
tion with the French Republic; and becauſe I was diſpoſed 
to yield every poſſible accommodation to your preſent exi- 
gencies that my duty would permit; and becauſe I confid- 
ed and ſtill confide that your government, paying due regard 
to thoſe exigencies, was diſpoſed and would do all the 
juſtice in its power to thoſe ſuffering individuals. Nor 
do I mention theſe things now with that view. I do it, on the 
contrary, merely to inform you of them ; ſince, as the com- 
munications that were made on theſe topics were made to 
the preceding government, and are, in conſequence, probably 
unknown to the preſent one; and ſince they are intereſting 
facts which you ought to have before you in all deliberations 
on this ſubject, provided it be, as I think it is, equally the in- 
tereſt of both Republics, to preſerve for ever inviolate the 
2 underſtanding which now fo happily ſubſiſts between 
tem, 


* Itis worthy of attentien, that under theſe circumſtances, and when 
ſuch conſiderable ſums were due te the American citizens; the United 
States paid, and before it was due, the whole of the French debt, amount- 


ing to upwards of thirty millions, Liv. Tournois. {This was a miſtake; . 


the actual ſum was about eight or ten. | 
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For what has paſſed, the United States have always found 
an excuſe in that unhappy ſtate of things that was attendant 
on your revolution; and have looked forward! to the period, 
when a free and happy conſtitution ſhould be eſtabliſhed here, 
as the moment when by conciliatory and friendly councils, 
the two Republics ſhould harmonize, not in a painful review 
of any unpleaſant incidents that have paſſed, if ſuch there 
were, but in deviſing the means founded in their mutual in- 
tereſt, and to be ſecured by ſuitable and permanent arrange» 
ments, whereby to increaſe their harmony, and-cement their 


union; and greatly mortified would they be, if this were 


not the caſe. But I truſt that this will be the caſe z and un- 
der which impreſſion, and upon the obſervations already 
made, I ſubmit the ſubject now in diſcuſſion between us to 
the wiſdom and candor of the directoire executif. 


—— 
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Frox MR. MoxRos, To Tur SECRETARY OF STATE. 


Paris, Auguſt 4th, 1796. 


Wrrtmnix a few days paſt, Mr. Mangourit, formerly 
conſul at Charleſton, now ſecretary of embaſly in Spain, was 
appointed with the rank of charge d'affaires, to ſucceed, with 
us, Mr. Adet. This event, as well in reſpect to the gentle- 
man employed, as the grade choſen, gave me great concern 
and, therefore, merited my immediate attention. Accord- 
ingly I viſited the miniſter of foreign affairs this morning, and 
remonſtrated earneſtly againſt the miſſion of Mr. Mangourit 
to the United States; as a perſon who, having given offence 
to our government upon a former occaſion, could not be well 
received by it, upon the preſent one.“ To the grade, however, 
I thought proper to made no explicit objeCtion ; becauſe I had 
no reaſon to conclude that it was choſen with any unfriendly 
view towards us; and becauſe I preſumed, if the meaſure was 
broken in one part, it would probably be ſo in the other. The 
miniſter replied to me in terms ſufficiently reſpectful; but 
nevertheleſs, in ſuch as induced me to believe, that in cafe any 


I made no other obj-Qion to Mr. Mangourit, but the one ſtated, and 
after his removal, expreſſed a wiſh to a member of the direQoire, as I had 
deen inſtrumental to it, that the government would appoint him elſewhere. 


,, , ot Too © 


1. 
change was accorded in the meaſure, it would not be with his 
conſent: He obſerved, however, that if I would write him 
a ſhort note on the ſubject, he would lay it before the direc- 
toire; and which I promiſed I would do. 
Within a few days paſt, too, I heard that the directoire had 
paſſed an arrete, authoriſing the feiaure of neutral veſſels deſ- 


tined for England; to take effect when the Engliſh likewiſe 


ſeize them. This arrete was not anriouneed officially but 
by the copy of aletter from the miniſter to Barthelemi, the 
French ambaſſador at Baſle, publiſhed in the gazettes, I ſaw 
that the report was true. In conſequence, I likewiſe ſpoke 
to the miniſter on this ſubject ; and received from him, in re- 
ply to my remonſtrance againſt it, a general anſwer, correſ- 
ponding much in ſentiment with his letter above mentioned, 
a copy of which I herewith incloſe you. 6. 

It is ſaid; that a treaty of alliance, offenſive and defen- 
ſive, between France and Spain, is in yreat forwardneſs, 
whereby the latter cedes to the former Louiſiana, and, per- 
haps the Floridas. I have no authentic information of this; 
but the ſouree from whence it came is of a nature to merit at= 


tention: 


I have the pleafure to tranſmit to ydu herewith, foie com- 
munications reſpecting our affairs at Algiers, by which it ap- 
pears, that Mr. Barlow had the good fortune to ſucceed with 
the Dey, in prolonging the term allotted for the payment of 
the ſum due him, concluded by our late treaty for the ranſom 
of our ptiſoners, and for peace; and finally, and although 
the money was not received, that he had obtained the diſ- 
charge of our ptiſoners,' and who were fortunately arrived 
ſafe at Marſeilles. Upon this event, therefore, which not on- 
ly liberates from a long and painful captivity ſo many of our 
countrymen, but in all probability fecures the peace which 
was endangered by the delay of the money ſtipulated to be 
paid, I beg leave to congratulate you; ſince it is an event, not 
only important in reſpect to the conſolation which it yields to 
humanity ; but equally ſo in regard to the extenſion and fecu- 
rity of our commerce, in a region of the world heretofore 
unexplored by it, and where it promiſes to be very productive. 

I commit this letter, with other communications for you, 
to the care of Doctor Edwards, who will deliver them in per- 
ſon ; and to whom TI beg to refer you for other details upon 
the ſubject of our affairs here, upon which you may wiſh in- 
formation. He has'been more than a year in Europe, and 
the greater part of that time here; has had opportunities of 
correct information, and which he has improved to advan- 
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tage. To him, therefore, I beg to refer you, as to an autho- 
rity well informed, and very deſerving of confidence. I am, Qc. 


L No. XXVIII. J 
Faom Mn. Moxror, To TRE a OF STATE» 
Paris, Auguſt 15th, 1796. 
Brix highly impreſſed with the impropriety of Mr. 
Mangourit's miſſion to the United States, and in conſequence 


very deſirous to prevent it, I thought proper to ſtate my ob- 
jections to it in perſon, to a member of the direCtoire, with a 


requeſt that he would communicate the ſame to the direCtoire; 


and have now the pleaſure to inform you, upon the authority 
of that member, that the arrete appointing him 1s reſcinded. 

I lately received an account from England of the capture 
of one of our veſſels, upon our coaſt, on the point of enter- 
ing one of our ports, taken by a French privateer, upon a 
preſumption ſhe had Englith property on board, as ſhe was 
cleared out from that country. Although this report was not 
ſo well authenticated, nor accompanied with the neceſſary 
dcetails, to enable me to act officially on it; yet as it might 
be and probably was true, I communicated it immediately to 


the miniſter of marine, aſking whether ſuch orders were gi- 


ven. He appeared aſtoniſhed at the report, and declared, that 
none ſuch were iſſued. I conclude, therefore, that this out- 
rage, if really committed, is an unauthorized one; and for 
which we ſhall obtain, from the proper parties, in convenient 
time, a ſuitable reparation. | Ho 
The French troops continue to enjoy an uninterrupted ca- 
reer of good fortune, both in the Empire and in Italy. In 
the former they meet with little oppoſition ; for as they have 
a decided ſuperiority there, the Auſtrians appear, in conſe- 
quence, carefully to avoid a general action; and, therefore, 
retire ſlowly before them. And in Italy, a ſeries of victories 
were lately obtained by Buonaparte over Wurmſer, which 
are deemed more brilliant chan even thoſe he had before a- 
chieved over Beaulieu, Wurmſer's predeceſſor. To protect 
the garriſon of Mantua, and retrieve the fortune of Auſtria in 
Italy, a conſiderable force was detached from the Rhine, 
with other troops gathered from other quarters, under Wurm- 


e : 
ſer, and who paſſing the Tyrol deſcended: into Italy, and 


attacked Buonaparte, and in the commencement with ſome 


ſucceſs. But this reverſe of fortune was tranſitory, as it was 
ſudden ; for as ſoon as the latter gathered together his troops, 
he returned upon his antagoniſts with accumulated force ; and 
in the eourſe of a few days, as appears by official documents, 
totally demoliſhed his army, killing and taking upwards of 
twenty thouſand men, | 
Ic is lately reported that Mr. Hammond is appointed to re- 
pail here to treat for peace; but as yet he has not arrived, nor 
ave we other details on that head than are now in the En- 
gliſh papers. With, Oe. | = 


[ No. XXXIX. J 
FroM xx. Monnoz, TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE. 
Paris, Auguſt 27th, 1796. 
_ ArTER the accommodation which was ſhewn in the 


caſe of Mr. Mangourit, by abandoning the project of ſending- 
him to the United States, I thought the criſis had paſſed here, 


and that nothing was further to be apprehended from the tem- 


per which occaſioned it. But in this I was diſappointed; for 
Inow hear, that it is decided to recall Mr. Adet, without no- 
minating a ſucceſſor to him; and that he is to be inſtructed 
to declare to our government, that the cuſtomary relations be- 
tween us are to ceaſe, and on account of our treaty with En- 
gland; with other things to the ſame effet, * . 
I ſhall ſee the miniſter to-morrow, and endeavor to lead him 
to this ſubject, if poſſible; and in any event renew my ex 
ertions to prevent the meaſure, though, indeed, I begin to deſ- 
pair of ſucceſs.z ſo often do they return with the ſame diſpo- 
ſition to the ſame ſubject. ET 

I am told the treaty with Spain is probably- concluded; and. 
by which France is to have Louiſiana and the Floridas. 
This might have been obtained when peace was made with 
Spain; but was declined from the fear it might ultimately 


embroil them with us. The acceptance of it now, therefore, 


ſhews that that motive has leſs weight. at the preſent time, 
than it then had. 
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It is generally believed, that an attempt u ill be made to i 
vade England; great preparations being made along the eoak 
for that purpoſe, in troops, boats, c. and it is alſo believed, b 
that the flect frgm Cadiz is intended to make a diverſion ſome- A 
where, for the purpoſe of drawing the Britiſh fleet out of 1 
the channel, to favor the project of a deſcent. This is 2 
ſtirongly ſupported by circumſtances, and js, therefore, more ſe 
than probe le. 0 | Cl 
It is even whiſpered, that an attempt on Canada is to be V 
made, and which is to be united with Louiſiana and the Flo- 
| ridas to the ſouth; taking in ſuch parts of our weſtern people w 
as are willing to unite. This is worthy your attention, cl 
though it may be mere report. EN af 
I will write you again in a day or two, ſince this is diſpatch» W 
ed in haſte on account of the importance of the communis th 
cation which it contains. U 
£ 
Fran Ms. Monroe, to Mr. King, fo 
Paris, Auguſt 28th, 1796. « 
As ſoon as the order of this government, as notified Ec 
by the miniſter of foreign affairs to Barthelemi, che French ch 
miniſter at Baſle, appeared in the papers (for it was never no- # 
tified to the foreign miniſters here) I applied for infoxmation, 0 
whether orders were iſſued for the ſeizure of neutral veſſels, ly 
{tating, equally as the motive of my application, a report ap- ha 
parently well authenticated, that one of our veſſels had been Pr 
lately taken near our own coaſt; and was informed that ng tuck C1 
order was iſſued; and further, that none ſuch would be, in no 
e the Britifh did not ſeize our veſſels. I am happy to give NG 
wu this information, becaute I flatter myſelf the knowledge Tt 
oi this, fact may. be uſeful to our commerce with the couns lin 
try in which you reſide. 5 . v1 
| G1 
Tom Mr. Pickering, to Mr. Monroe, | 
| 5 . thi 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE. as 
| nic 
June, 13, 1796. me 
0 
SIR, il 
I Havx to acknowledge the receipt of your ſeveral the 


letters of Nov. 5th. Dec. 6th and 22d, 1795, and of Jan. tel 


F 3 4 
26th, Feb. 16th, and zoth, and March 1oth and 25th, 1799. | 


; On a full conſideration of the caſe of the conſul-at Ham- | 

| burg, the preſident has determined to make a change, as ſoon 2 

as à proper perſon can be found to ſupply the place of Mr. ; $45 
f Pariſh 3 the ſubſtitute, if poſſihle, will be an American Citi- = zz 
zen. The miniſter of the French Republic has lately pre- | oy 
ſented the com plaints of the French Directory concerning that Fi 
conſul ; copies of Mr. Adet's letter and my anfwer you | 
: will find incloſed. | 


With regard to the armed veſſel called Le Caſſius, about 

whichthe directory have made the repreſentation which you in- 

, cloſed, a full ſtatement ſhall be prepared for your information 
| at preſent I will only remark, that ſhe is the ſame veſſel, 
, which, under the name of Les Jumeaux, was fitted out in 
the port of Philadelphia, in direct violation of the laws of the 
United States, This fact has been eſtabliſhed by legal pro- 

ceſs ; the agent who fitted her having been convicted of 

the offence in the Circuit Court. On her return to this 

port from the Weſt Indies, ſhe was known to be the ſame 

veſſel, with a new name, Some Philadelphia merchants, 

whoſe veſſel had been captured by le Caſſius, had her attach- 


I > 
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ed by the uſual proceſs of that court, and ſhe remains in the 1 
X cuſtody of the marſhal awaiting the court's deciſion. If the it 
275 N of the veſſel had not been changed (and that it has 
f been changed is yet to be legally proved) ſhe would certain» 

> ly be forfeited—forfeiture being the penalty of the law, cne | 
5 half to the uſe of the proſecutors, —The alledged change of v4 
1 property gives riſe to a queſtion which the judiciary muſt de- 

h cide. The proceſs has been iſſued at the fuit of private, perſons, 

1 not by the government; and you know that the executive can- 

* not take the veſſel from the cognizance of the judiciary.— 

0 This has been repeatedly and fully explained, many months 


ſince, to Mr. Adet. | 

But the principal matter which now demands attention is 
what concerns the late treaty between the United States and 
Great Britain, 

Of the views of the government of the United States on 5 
this ſubject you have long ſince been poſſeſſed, as well before | 
as ſubſequent to its ratification. Theſe views were commu- 
nicated to you for the ſole purpoſe of furniſhing you with tha 
means of removing objections, and diſpelling jealouſies. By 
your own repreſentations, both objections and jealouſies ex- 
iſted. It has therefore been a matter of no ſmall ſurprize to 
the preſident, that during ſo long a period you contented your- 
ſelf merely with having thoſe means in your poſſeſſion, with» 
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„ | 
out applying them to the object for which they were tranf- 
mitted. | | | 


As early as October laſt you predicted that if Mr. Jay's 


treaty ſhould be ratified, it would excite great diſcontent in 
France. Early in November you mentioned the arrival of Mr. 
Faucket, extremely diſſatisfied with the treaty ; adding that 
he was well received, and would therefore be attended to. 
On the 6th of December you acknowledge the receipt of my 
letter of September 12th, written ſubſequently to the ratifica- 
tion of the treaty, to repeat and further explain the princi- 
ples and views of the government concerning it. Mr. Adet's 
objections to the treaty, and their refutation accompanied my 
jetter. And with ſuch means in your hands, —means amply 
ſuſñcient to vindicate the conduct of the United States, not 
jeſs regret than ſurprize is excited, that no attempt was made 
to apply them to th highly important uſe for which the 

were ſent. Although you apticipated diſcontents—althoug 

the ſymptoms of diſcontent appeared—although theſe ſymp- 
roms unattended to and unallayed might increaſe to an inflam- 
mation—and Mr. Fauchet's arrival, with all his diſſatisfaction 
and prejudices about him, would aſſuredly add to the irrita- 
rion, yet you were ſilent and inactive, until on the 15th of 
February you were alarmed by the project of the directory, 
necidentally communicated to you by the minifter for foreign 
affairs, of ſending to this country an envoy extraordinary, to 
repreſent to our government their deciſion concerning the 
treaty with Great Britain; © that they conſidered the treaty 
of alliance between us as ceaſing to exiſt, from the moment 
the treaty was ratified.” Your letter of the 2oth of the 
fame month deſcribes your ſecond interview with the miniſter 
on the project of ſending an envoy extraordinary; and the 
reaſons you urged to diſſuade them from it were certainly 
very cogent. Your letter of the roth of March informs us 
that the project was laid aſide ; and your letter of the 25th 
of March, that you had had an audience of the directory on 
the ſubject ; and that they had agreed to ſuſpend their pro- 
poſed extraordinary miſſion, until the points in queſtion 
fhould be diſcuſſed between you and the miniſter for foreign 
affairs. The reſult of this audience appears ſatisfactory; and 
from the good effe& produced by the partial explanations 
then given, may be calculated the happy conſequences of 
the full communications which might have been made, and 
which for ſo long a time you had poſſeſſed the means of 
making, in vindication of the meaſures of the government 


you repreſent. That theſe were not made—that they had 
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not been made even fo late as the 25th of March, is again to 


be extremely regretted z becauſe the juſtice, the honor, 
and the faith of our country were queſtioned, and conſequent- 
ly their moſt important intereſts were at ſtake. 

It is painful to dwell on this ſubje&t.—You have here the 
ſenſations of the preſident in relation to the line of conduct 
you have purſued. He truſts the explanations you propo- 
ſed have now been given—that they have been full and ſatis- 
factory to the French government: It is unneceſſary to add, 
that if by any poſſibility they ſhould not have been given, the 
preſident expects they will no longer be withheld. If perſonal 
interviews are dithcult to be obtained, a written communica- 
tion may at any time be made; and the latter is evidently 
the moſt eligible mode ; it is the mode which the preſident 
expreſsly deſires may be adopted; and that a complete copy 
of the communication may be tranſmitted to this office. 


I have the honor to be, c. 


TIMOTHY PICKERING. 


From the M iniſter Plenipotentiary of the French Republic, near 


the U. nited States—to the Secretary of State. 


Philadelphia, 12th Prairial, 4th Year of the Republic. 


| (May 31th, 1796.) 
SIR, 


Tux executive directory has juſt ſent me the order to 
demand formally of the government of the United States, 
the recall of Mr. Pariſh, the American conſul at Hamburgh. 
I haſten to fulfill its intentions, and to ſtate the mo- 


tives on which the demand of my government is ground- 


ed. I think this cannot be done in a better manner, than by 
tranſmitting you an extract of the diſpatch which I have re- 
ceived on that ſubject. 

« The executive directory is informed, that Mr. Pariſh is not 
only the avowed agent of England for the fitting out of the 
French emigrants ; but that in his quality of American conſul 
he gives paſſports for France to Engliſhmen, under the title of 
Anglo-Americans. A conduct ſo reprehenſible muſt needs 
cite the indignation of both governments. It is the ex- 


* 
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tteme of perſidy; ſince, unter the feat of an alſtance we cher. 
iſh, it accredits among us the ſpies of England. 927 

The French Republic at war with an enemy, more to be 
dreaded becauſe of his intrigues, than redoubtable by his arms, 
has in vain taken every precaution which a legitimate defence 
commands. The agents of the cabinet of St. James intro- 
duce themſelves on our tetritory, ſow there the ſeeds of diſ- 
turbance and ſedition; and the conſul of a friendly power 
does not bluth to abuſe his character in order to favor Enyliſh- 
men in France, by rendering himſelf guilty of the crime of 
forgery.” | ; 

I ſhall not allow myſelf the liberty of adding a ſingle re- 
flection to that extract; It would be to inſult the government 
of the United States, if I were to fay more on that ſubject, in 
order to induce it to avenge that infringement upon the 
faith of treaties, that violation of the guarantee of nations. 


Accept, Sir, the afforance of my eſteem, 
P. A. ADET, + 


From the" Secretary of Srate, of tie United States, to the Miniſter 
Plenipztentiary of the French Republic. 
OO DEPARTWENT OF STATE, 


June 2d, 1796. 
SR, 

FVeeſterday received your letter of the 31ſt of May, 
communicating the requeſt of the directory of the French Re- 
public, that Mr. Pariſh, conſul of the United States at Ham- 
burgh, may be recalled. | | 

I have now, Sir, the honor to inform you, that" in conſe- 
quence of a letter from Mr. Monroe, received the laſt autumn, 
ſuggeſting ſome complaints againſt Mr. Parti, an enquiry 
was directed to be made, in order to aſcertain how far the 


were founded, and whether any really exceptionable conduct 


of his required a change in the conſulate at Hamburg. The 
information expected from the propoſed ertquiry has not been 
received. But ſome facts have otherwiſe become knqwu, 
which although they do not impeach the integrity of Mr. 
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Pariſh, or derogate from his mercantile reputation; yer In 
an officer of the United States, they deſerve to be no- 
ticed. * f 

Mr. Pariſh is not, nor ever was, à citizen of the United 
States. He is a foreign merchant of great eminence, eſtab- 
liſhed at Hamburgh. He had been particularly friendly to 
the United States, eſpecially at the commencement of their 
revolution, when friends were invaluable, and was inſtru- 
mental in procuring for them important ſupplies. 'Theſe good 
offices, his fair character and his mercantile abilities and in- 
fluence, originally pointed him out as the guardian of the 
American commerce at Hamburg. But the United States 
could not expect that a man of ſuch extended correſpondence 
in trade would confine his agency to the affairs of the United 


States alone. It muſt certainly have been underſtood, as in all 


like cafes where foreign merchants are appointed conſuls, 
that while, as our conſul he protected our commerce, he 
would continue free to carry on his uſual mercantile buſineſs, 


If an idea had been entertained that he muſt have relinquiſh « 


ed this as a condition of holding the American conſulate, afs 
ſuredly he would have refuſed the latter. 

As & merchant, then, Mr. Pariſn would naturally conſider 
himſelf at liberty to tranſact, ſor any body, any bulinels of the 


kind uſually intruſted to the management of a merchant ; and' 


hence we may account for his agency for Great Britain, as 


mentioned in your letter. But the other information given 
to the directory, that Mr. Pariſh, as an American conſul, giv- 


es paſſports to Engliſbmen, under the title of Anglo- Americans, 
for the purpoſe of introducing into the French — emiſſariet 
ef the Britiſh Court, imports a crime of ſo deep a die, as may 
well juſtify an opinion that the perſons who gave the informa 
tion were in an error. Mr. Monroe, in his letter before re- 


ferred to, having mentioned the neceſſity for Mr. Pariſh to 


iſſue paſſports, and remarked on the-importance and delicacy 
of the truſt, ſays—* In juſtice however to this gentleman, 1 
muſt add, that I do not know any inſtance in Which he has 
betrayed it.” | | 

Thus much, Sir, it ſcented proper to communicate to you, 
to explain the tranſactions of Mr. Pariſh, and the conduct of 
our government reſpecting him. Deſirous, however, of main- 
taining a courſe of action, as impartial as his principles, the 
preſident has for ſome time contemplated a change in the con- 
fulate at Hamburg, and propoſes to ſupply the place of a 
foreigner by an 1 citizen, This change will ba 
rer b b 1 po rar e " 
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made as ſoon as a fit character ſhall preſent to ſucceed Mr. 
Pariſh. . : 


I am, Oe. | 
TIMOTHY PICKERING. _ 


| pu——_— — 
[ No. XL. J 
Frox Ma. Monroe, ro Tas SECRETARY OF STATE. 
Paris, Sept. 10th, 1796. 


I Have been juſt favored with yours of the 13th of 
June; the only one received from the Department of State, 
ſince that of the 7th of January laſt, a note from Mr. Taylor 
of the 13th of May excepted. | 


You charge me in this letter with a neglect of duty, in 


omitting, as you ſtate, to diſſipate 5. a timely and ſuitable 
application of the lights in my poſſeſſion the diſcontent of this 
government, on account of our late treaty with England; 
and youſupport this charge by a reference to certain paſſages in 
my own correſpondence, which ſtate that this diſcontent broke 
out in February laſt, four months after I had received aletter 
from yourſelf and Mr. Randolph, upon the ſubject of that 
treaty 3 and whence you infer, and on account of the delay or 
interval which took place between the one and the other event, 
that I was inattentive to that important concern of my coun- 
try, and urge the previous and ſtrong ſymptoms of diſcontent 
which I witnefſed and communicated, as an additional proof 
of my neglect. ET 5 | 

Permit me to remark that this charge is not more unjuſt 
and unexpected, than the teſtimony by which you ſupport it 
is inapplicable and inconcluſive : Indeed it were eaſy to ſhew, 
that the cireumſtances on which ybu rely, if they prove any 
thing, prove directly the reverſe of what you deduce from 


them. 


If ſuch; diſcontent exiſted and the formal declaration of it, 


or commencement of meaſures in conſequence of it, was de- 
layed (and the greater the difcontent, and the longer the de- 


lay, the ſtronger the argument) and any inference apphca- 


ble to me was drawn from that circumſtance, I ſhould ſup» 


14 
poſe it would be preciſely the oppoſite one from that which 


you draw. Where a diſcontent exiſts, it is natural and uſual 
for the party feeling it, to endeavour to remove it, or expreſs 
its ſenſe of it; but the purſuit of an oppoſite conduct for a 


great length of time, and eſpecially a time of revolution, and - 


when a different and more peremptory one was obſerved to 
all the other powers, is no proof, without other documents of 
negligence in me. . 

But why did this difcontent not break out before theſe letters 
were received? You ſaw by my communications, as carly as 
December 1794, and which were frequently repeated * 


wards, that it exiſted, was felt upon our affairs here, and was 


likely to produce the moſt ſerious ill conſequences, if the 


cauſe continued to exiſt, If theſe accounts were correct, why 
did this government take no ſteps under its firſt impreſſions, 


and particularly in Auguſt 1795, when Paris was ſtarving, 
and our veſſels deftined for the ports of France were ſeized 
and carried into England ? Was not this a crifis difficult for 


mee to ſuſtain here; when the eyes of France were fixed upon 
me, as the repreſentative of the nation upon whoſe friendthip 


they had counted; ns the man who had juſt before been the 
organ of declarations the moſt friendly ? Why leave us after- 
wards , and until the laſt ſtage, to our unbiaſed deliberations 
upon that ſubject, and without an effort to impede their free 
courſe ? Do difficulties like theſe, with the refult which fol- 
lowed, give cauſe to ſuſpect that I was idle or negligent at 
my poſt ? That I was at any time a calm or indifferent ſpec- 
tator of a ſtorm which was known to be riſing, and which 
threatened injury to my country ? Or that I withheld any 
light which came to my aid, and which might be uſeful in 
diſhpating it? | £2 | 

I do not wiſh to be underſtood as aſſuming to myſelf the 
merit of this delay; becauſe I know, thinking aud feeling as 
the government did on this ſubject, that the ſtrong bias of at- 
fection which this nation entertained for us, was the true cauſe 


of it. But I well know, that I have done every thing in my 


power, and from the moment of my arrival to the preſent 
time, to promote harmony between the two republics, and ro 
prevent this from taking any ſtep which might poſſibly diſturb 
it, and which I have done as well from a fincere attachment 
to both, as from a perſuaſion, let the merit of the points in dit- 
cuſſion be what they might, that a continual, temperate, and 
friendly conduct towards us was the wiſeſt policy which thts 
government could adopt, and would produce the beſt effect 
pon that union, which it is, I preſume, equally its with and 
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its intereft to preſerve, and of courſe leave to its councils leſa 
cauſe hereafter for ſelf reproach. It is from the ſincerity of 
theſe motives and the knowledge this government has of it, 
that I have inceſſantly made efforts to preſerve that harmony, 


and been heard in friendly communication, and often in re- 


monſtrance upon the topics connected with it, in a manner 
I could not otherwiſe have expected. 

But you urge, that as I knew this diſcontent, exiſted, I ought 
to have encountered and removed it. I do not diſtinctly 
comprehend the extent of this poſition, or what it was your 
wiſh, under exifting circumſtances, I ſhould have done. Till 
the 15th of February, no complaint was made to me by this 
government againſt that treaty z nor did I know before that 
period that any would be; for, from the moment of its orga- 
nization till then, the utmoſt rcſerve was obſerved to me by 
it on that ſubject. The intimations which I witneſſed, were 
written before the eſtabliſhment of the preſent government, 
and drawn of courſe from circumſtances which preceded it, 
Of the probable views therefore of the preſent government 
in that reſpect, I ſpoke only by conjecture. Was it then your 
with, that becauſe I ſuſpected this government would be or 
was diſcontented with that treaty, that I ſhould ſtep for- 
ward, invite the diſcuſſion, and provoke the attack? Would 
it have been politic or ſafe for me to do it; and eſpecially 
upon a ſubject ſo delicate, and important as that was ! And 
had I done it, would I not have been juſtly cenſured for my 


raſhneſs and indiſcretion? And might not even different mo- 


tives have been aſſigned for my conduct ? To me, I own, it 


always appeared molt ſuitable, as well as moſt wiſe, to ſtand 


on the defenſive; and to anfwer objections only when 7 
were made; upon the fair and reaſonable preſumption, til 
they were made, that none would be; and upon the principle, 
if none were made, thzt our object was obtained; and if there 
were, that then there would be ſufficient time to anſwer them, 
and in a regular and official manner. By this however I do 
not with to be underſtood, as having declined at any time in- 
formal friendly communications, on this or other ſubjects, 


' when ſuitable occaſions occured; for the cpntrary was the 


caſe, as 18 already obſerved. 

What the circumſtances were, upon which I founded m 
opinion of the probable ill conſequences of that treaty, in caſe 
it were ratified, were in general communicated, as they occur- 


ed. There was however one other, and which was particu- 


larly impreſſive at the time, omitted then, but which Tnowthink 
proper to add, becauſe it was that upon which I founded the 
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intimation given you, inmy letter of the ꝛthof October, on that 
head, Callingone day, uponthe ſubject ofour Algerine affairs, in- 
formally, upon Jean de Brie, who had, in the committee of pub- 
lic ſafety, the American branch under his care, I found him 


engaged upon that treaty, with a copy of it before him, and 


other papers on the ſame ſubject. I began with the object of 
my viſit, and from which he foon digreſſed upon the other 
topic, and with great aſperity; adding that he was preparing 
a letter for me on that ſubject, to be ſubmitted to the con- 


mittee. I anſwered his charges in the manner which appear- 


ed to me moſt ſuitable, and finally aſked him, if he had recciv- 
ed the correſpondence which took place on that ſubject be- 
tween Mr, Adet and Mr, Randolph ; and to which he re- 
plied that he had not. I then informed him J had that cor- 
reſpondence, which was an intereſting one; and requeſted he 
would permit me to give him a copy of it; and further that 
he would delay his report to the committee, until after he had 
peruſed and fully weighed it, which he promiſed ; and in 
conſequence I immediately afterwards gave him a copy of that 
correſpondence. This incident took place juſt before the 
movement of Vendemiaire, by which the execution of the 
5 contemplated was probably prevented. I omitted this 

efore, becauſe I hoped it would never be revived ; and 
becauſe I did not with to give more pain on this ſub- 


ject, and eſpecially as I ſoon afterwards found that the treaty 


was ratified, than could be ayoided. And I now mention it, 
as well to ſhew the ſtrong ground upon which that intimation 
was given; as to prove that none of the lights furniſhed me, 
in that reſpec, were withheld. 

So much I have thought proper to ſay in reply to your fa- 
vor of the 13th of June; andnow it remains for me to proceed 
with a detail of the further progreſs of this buſineſs here, 
ſince my laſt; at leaſt ſo far as Iam acquainted with it. 

I ſought immediately after my laſt was written, and ob- 
tained as ſoon as I poſſibly could obtain it, an informal con- 
ference with ſome members of the directoire, upon the 
ſubject of my laſt ; beginning by expreſſing my concern to 
hear they were ſtill diſſatisfied with us, and propoſed taking 
ſome ſtep in conſequence thereof ; and which 1 fincerely re- 
gretted becauſe I had concluded the contrary was the caſe, af- 
ter the explanation I had given to their ſeveral complaints; 
and becauſe I thought any meaſure which had an unirienely 
aſpect towards us, would be equally detrimental to theirs and 
our intereſt. They ſeverally rephed, they were difſatisficd 


* 
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with us, on account of our treaty with England, and thought 
that the honor of their country would be ſullied in their 


Hands, if they did not ſay fo. J endeavoured to lead them 


into converſation upon the points to which they objected; 
but ſoen found they were averſe to it, and were of opinion 
that too much time had already been beſtowed on that ſubject. 
One of the members however obferved, that the abandon- 
ment of the principle that free ſhips made free goods, in favor of 
England, was an injury of a very ferious kind to France; 
and which could not be paffed by unnoticed. I told him, 
that in this nothing was abandoned, fince by the law of na- 
tions, ſuch was the cafe before; and of courſe that this ar- 
ticle only delineated what the exiſting law was, as 1 had fully 


proved in my note to the miniſter of foreign affairs; that we”. 
were not bound to impoſe the new principle on other na- 


tions. He replied, if we could not carry that princt- 
ple with England, nor protect our flag againſt her out- 
rages, that that was always a rcaſon why France ſhould 
complain ; that they never aſked us to go to war, nor intend- 
ed ſo to do; but that the abandonment of that principle ſor- 


mally by treaty, at the time and under the circumſtances we 


did it, in favor of that power, was quite a different thing. 
Finding that a further prefure at the time might produce an 


ill effect, and would certainly not produce a good one, I pro- 


cceded-next to the other points, and to hint what I had heard 
of their intention with reſpect to Canada and Louiſiana, and 
to which it was replied, that in regard to Canada, they had no 
object for themſelves ; and in regard to Louiſiana, none 
which ought to diſquiet us; that they ſincerely wiſhed us 
well, and hoped matters might be amicably adjuſted, fince 
they were diſpoſed to meet ſuitable propoſitions to that ef, 
fect with pleaſure ; adding in the cloſe, that the miniſter of 
foreign aftairs was mſtructed to communicate to me the ar- 


retè they had paſſed ; but in a manner to impreſs me with a 


belicfitwasdone rather for the purpoſe of enabling me to tranf- 
mit it to you, than addreſs them at preſent further on the ſubject. 
Through other channels I have fince heard, that this arrete is 
withheld from me, and will be, until the diſpatch is gone 
and with a view of fecuring themſelves againſt further inter- 
ruption from me, in the prefent ſtage, upon the meaſure a- 
dopted. | | | 

From what information I can collect of the contents of this 
arrete from other ſources (for from the above none was cok 
tected) it is to ſuſpend Adet's functions; inſtructing him 
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declare the motive of it; and which, I preſume, will correſ. 
pond with what was declared here, leaving him there for the 
preſent; But what he is farther to do is not ſuggeſted, nor 
can I form a conjecture of it, until I received the communi- 
cation promiſed by the miniſter of foreign affairs; and which 
I ſhall endeavour to procure, as ſoon as poſlible. 

I herewith encloſe you a copy of a communication from 


the miniſter of foreign affairs, with my reply to it; and by 


which it appears that a truce is obtained by our agent from 
the Regencies of Tunis and Tripoli, and with the aid of 
France. 


From the Miniſter of External Relations, to the Minifter © 


Plenipotentiary of the United States of America. 
Paris, 13th, Fructidor, th Year of the Republic. 
| | Aug. 3oth, 1796. } 
C1T1ZEN MINISTER, 


I Havs the honor of tranſmitting you a diſpatch of 
Citizen ,Herculais, conſul of the republic at Algiers. You will 
thereby ſee, that he has not a little contributed to the truce 
lately concluded between the Regency of Tunis and the Unit- 


ed States of America. He adds, that theſe preliminaries will 


ere long be followed by a peace. 
It is my duty,citizen miniſter, to inform you that by inter- 
poling his | offices, on this occaſion, the conſulof the French 
epublic has acted, in conformity to the intentions of the 


- exceutive directory, agreeably to the eighth article of the treaty 
of commerce of 1778, between the United States and France. 


The French Republic had already interceded in favor of the 
United States, with the other Regencies of Barbary. This new 
proceeding, will be for the federal government a freſh proof 
of the good faith of the executive directory in fulfilling the en- 
gagements contracted by the treaties. 


Health and Fraternity. 
(Signed) CH. DE LA CROIZ. 
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Extract from the Diſpatch of Citizen Herculais, 
| Algiers, the 24th of Meſſediry. 
(Fuly 12th, 1796.) 


Tur Americans have concluded a truce with Algiers, 
by the interpoſition of Faurin to whom I had addreſſed the 
conſul of America. [ſee my letters No 1 and 2.] Yuſuf Sa- 


petap faid, that knowing how much I had the ſucceſs of this 


affair at heart, he was very glad to give me that token of 
friendſhip, and that he would do every thing in his power, 


in order to remove all obſtacles. 
True Copy | (Signed) 3h 
. N CH. DE LA CROIX, 
Miniſter of External Relations. 


From the Minifter Plenipotentiary of the United States of America; 
to the Miniſter of Foreign Apairs. | 

Palit, Sept. 2d, 17906. 

1 Hax been favored with yours of the goth of Aug. 


(13th Fructidor) communicating the agreeable and intereſting 


intelligence of a proviſional treaty being entered into by the 
United States with the regenciesof Tunis and Tripoli; through 
the mediation and friendly interference of your conſul at Al- 
giers; which I ſhall immediately make known to our governs. 
ment; being always happy to be the organ of ſuch communica- 
tions as are calculated to ſtrengthen the ties of friendſhip be- 
tween the two republics. 


PDE IE) 
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Fnom Mr. Moxros, ro THE SECRETARY of STATE. 


Paris, Sept. 21th, 1796. 


As yet I have heard nothing from the miniſter of 
foreign affairs, reſpecting the arrete of the directoĩre, men- 
tioned in my laſt ; and which I underſtood he was inſtructed 9 


e 
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communicate to me. I therefore conclude that the delay is 
intentional; and that I ſhall not hear from him, until the diſ⸗ 
patch is gone; and after which it will be uſeleſs ; indeed I 


conſider it in that light at preſent, and for reaſons heretofore 
communicated, which every day further experience mere 


fully confirms. _ SET | 
But being extremely anxious to fathom the point, whether 
this government intended anything really hoſtile to us, beyond 
what it calls a repriſal for our treaty with Engl ind, or in- 
demnity againſt its conſequences 3 and in partienlar whethet 
it meant. in caſe it became poſſeſſed of Canada, Louifiana and 
the Floridas, to invite our weſtern people to a junction with 
them, and thus eventually diſmember us, in caſe they were 
willing, Ilatelyrevived a converſation mentioned in mylaſt, with 
a member of the directoire, leading it more dire ly to this 
point, than I them did or was able to do, and obtained from 
him the anſwer I withed: - He told me explicitly, they had 
no object with reſpect to Canada for themſelves, but wiſhed 
it ſeparated from England: That they were not anxious a- 
bout Louiſiana, and if they took it, it would be only in caſe 
of a war between Spain and England, and then the principal 
motive would be to keep the Britiſh from it, who would 
doubtleſs endeayour to avail themſelves of ſuch an occaſion to 
ſeize the mouth of the Miſſſippi : That, with reſpect to orf 
interior, we had no cauſe to be uneaſy ; for there did not exiſts 
in the breaſt of a member of the government, an intention or 
wiſh to diſturb ĩit; that they would take no ſtep they did not 
avow to our government, and that therefore we need har- 
bour no ſuſpicion of defigns from them, beyond what they 
did avow. + 9 | "5 Mgt Ve: | 
I have likewiſe obtained information from other, and I 
think authentic, ſources, upon this point, and by which I am 
the more confirmed in the integrity of the above communicas 
tion. In ſhort, I am ſatisfied that no ſuch project exiſts at 
preſent, either on the part of this government, or the weſt- 
ern people of the United States; and that what has been 
whiſpered on that ſubject is either the ſuggeſtion of ſlander, 
originating perhaps with thoſe who with it; or the offspring 
of fancies too much agitated with the danger of the preſent 
criſis, . From the year 1786, a period remarkable for the per- 
nicious tendency which an unfortunate and diſaſtrous nego- 
ciation had upon our affairs in that reſpect, till our late treaty 
with Spain, we were always in a greater or leſs degree me- 
naced with that misfortune ; but by that treaty all danger 
from that ſource was N r and now that equal 
2 2826 
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riglits in navigation are ſecured to eyery part of the federal 


empire, there appears to be nothing in the political horizon | 


which clouds the proſpect before us, or which ought to in- 
ſpire a doubt that our union will not be perpetual. By this 


however I do not with to inculcate an apinion, that we ought 
to be over confident of our ſecurity upon this or any ather 
point; or inattentive to the neceſſary means of preſerving it, 


for in no ſituation of affairs ought this to be the caſe, in the 


preſent one therefore a greater degree of vigilance is of FN 
the more neceſſary. 


An order was lately iſſued, as IJ have reafon to beſieve, to 
ſeize Britiſh property in neutral veſſels; and to par thoſe 


veſtels into port, for that purpoſe. I did hope, and indeed 
underſtood at firſt, that the arrete of the direftoire was pro» 


vifional, and intended to be applied -only to ſuch cafes of 
Britiſh ſeizure, as occurred laſt year; and ſuch I think was 
the caſe at firſt. But now it is ſaid it is modified as above. 
I havewritten to the miniſter todemand an official miormation 
upon this point, and in the interim have communicate 
the fact, as I underſtand it to be, to Mr. King, to wham the 
information may be uſeful. 

I ſend you a copy of the treaty of alliance, offenfive and de- 
ſenſive, between France and Spain; and which, as you will 


obſerve, contains no ſtipulation. reſpecting Lovifiana, and 


the Floridas. Nor have I any reaſon to conclude that there 


is any ſecret article on that ſubje&t. Trather think, from 


what I can collect, that it is a point {till in negociation be- 


tween thoſe powers; and protrafted by the indeciſion of 


France, whether to accept or reject it; and whoſe decifion 
upon it may be eſſentially influenced by the relation which 


is to ſubßiſt, for the future, between this country and ours. If 


chis relation is eſtabliſhed upon the cloſe footing they widh/ it, 
then I think it probable (ſhould the queſtion be fo long pro- 
t acted) this government will decline accepting it; from the 


tear it might prove a cauſe of jealouſy between us and weak: 


en chat connection. But ſhould the contrary be the xeſult, 


chen I think they will act other wiſe, and endeavor not only 


in this reſpect, butby everyotherpratticable means, toſtrengih- 
en their own reſources ; and to make themſelves as indepen- 


dent of us as poſſible. Upon this ſubje& however I never 
touched with them, nor do Ihazard a conjecture on ĩtother than 


on general circumſtances already known to yu. 


Jourdan was lately compelled to retreat through a con- 


derable tract of country; being defeated, as I preſume (for 
Ye details are * _ 0 athious wall bedecunte 
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ers, and doubtleſs with great loſs. He at preſent ſuſtains 
himſelf upon the Lahn, where he oecupies a ſtrong poſition, 
and thinks himſelf ſecure. Beurnonville is however on his 
route from Holland, at the head of twenty five thouſand men, 
to join, and, as it is reported, to ſupercede him; it being 
a maxim of this government to remove, and without delay, 
every unſucceſsful general, upon the preſumption that the 
ſpirit of the troops cannot be well revived, under the ſame 
perſon, with whom they were depreſſed. Moreau writes, 
that he is doing well ; and Buonaparte renders an account 
of a recent and more brilliant victory obtained over Wurmſer, 
in the Tyrol, if poſſible, than the former one; having ac- 
tually taken fixteen thouſand priſoners, about 8 can- 
non, with all kind of military ſtores, and completely broken 
the army he had lately formed there. | 

The marchof Beurnonville from Holland argues a ſecret un- 
derſtanding between the directoire and the king of Pruſſia; 
and the late treaty between France and Spain, almoſt the cer- 
tainty of a wat between the latter and Eagland. 

An attack was lately made upon a camp near Paris, con- 
ſiting of ſix or eight thouſand men, by about as many hundred; 
and in which the latter were repulſed, many of them taken pri- 
ſoners; and who are now under trial by a military com- 
miſſion. Of thoſe upon whom ſentence is pronounced, ſome 
were condemned to capital puniſhment, which was imme- ' 
diately executed; others to exportation, and ſome to con- 
finement : The reſidue, which conſtituted by far the greateſt 
part, were acquitted and diſcharged. This enterprize was 
undertaken by a party who wiſh to overthrow the govern- 
ment, or rather to make confuſion (for ſo ſmall a number 
could not expect to overthrow the government) and whoſe 
oſtenſible object was to eſtabliſh rhe conſtitution of 1793. The 
preſumption too is, that it had favourers in the camp, or that 
it would not have made an attempt on the camp; but of 
this there was no proof that I have ſeen. It is doubtlefs a 
ſuite of Babceuf's conſpiracy, originating in the ſame ſource, 
and conducted by the ſame active, though inviſible, agents. To. 
the details of this trial, we muſt look for a more accurate de- 
velopement of the character of this affair, than can be obtained 
at preſent from any other ſource. A 

In general the people of this country are weared withthe wars, 
but yet there are no ſymptoms of an approaching peace with 
the Emperor, or with land. The directoire, it is ſaid, 
wiſhes peace, and upon reaſonable terms; but of this I have. 
no information to be relied on. The ſtate of the finances ro 
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muſt be bad; indeed it is inconceivable how thrze or four 
hundred thouſand men, the minimum in my judgment of the 


French force on foot, with the expenſes of the civil govern- 
ment, the colonial eſtabliſhment and the navy, are ſuſtained, 
True it is, that immenſe contributions have been levied in 
the courſe of the preſent year in foreign countrics z and in 
addition to which it may be obſerved, that the occaſional ſales 
of the national domains, and the various taxes which are col- 
lected, might likewiſe form a conſiderable reſource. The 
conflict of parties alſo in the two councils is often great. 
The fact is, the preſent conſtitution was formed by the party 
of the moderates; and by the movement ct Vendemaaire, in 
which neither had a hand, the execution of its functions was 
committed to the oppoſite one. ' The former party therefore 
was diſlatisfied with this event; and looks forward to the ap- 
proaching elections, as to a period when it will begin to reco- 
ver back the power it then loſt. To this period alſo the roy- 
aliſts look forward with anxious hope, that it will preſent 
ſomething favourable likewiſe to their views. This period is 
however now diſtant ſix months; and though a circumſtance 
in perſpective, worthy of attention, in a ſound calculation of 
the probable ultimate iſſue of the revolution; yet perhaps 
too remote, and even too trival, conſidering the immediate and 


urgent preſſure of other cauſes, to have much influence with 


either of thoſe powers, and eſpecially the Emperor, in decid- 
ing him at preſent upon the great queſtion of war or peace. 


— 


firem Mr, Monte, to Mr. King. 
Paris, Sept. 1 87, 1996. 


I nave reaſon to conclude, that this government has 


lately iſſued orders to its veſſels of war and cruiſers to ſeize 


Britiſh property in neutral bottoms ; upon the principle that 
the Britzſh feize their property in like manner. I have this 
information from a fource not ſtrictly officgal, but which 
prechudes all doubt of its authenticity; and have therefore 
thought it my duty to communicate it to you without delay. 
J expect daily further explanations from this government up- 


on this ſubject; and after which, and eſpecially if any thing 


occurs which varies from the purport of the preſent commu- 
nication, be aſſured I will immediately apprize you of it. 
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[ No. XIII. ] 
Frox Ma. MoxRor, To THE SECRETARY OF STATE. 
| | Paris, O. 6th, 17 5 


I INCLosE you a copy of my letter to the miniſter of 
N affairs, demanding whether orders are iflued for ſeiz- 
ing the property of their enemies in our veſſels; and to which 
I have yet receiyed no anſwer. I am confident however, that 
ſuch orders are iſſued ; being aſſured of it through other chan- 
nels, apparently too direct to admit any doubt of the fact. 

I encloſe you alſo copies of three notes from him and of m 
replies: The two firſt of which reſpect the judicial proceſs 
ſuſtained in one of our courts againſt Governor Collot, late of 
Guadeloupe; and the third a report ſaid to be circulating here, 
that the preſident had laid an embargo on all French veſſels 
in our ports. Theſe communications contain every thing that 
has paſſed between this government and myſelf, fince my laſt; 
and of courſe every thing that I can now add to what you 
have already received, 8 

The army of Sambre and Meuſe has retreated to the Rhine; 
where it was met by twenty five thouſand men from Holland, 


under Beurnonville, to whom the chief command is tranſ- .. 


ferred. - The reports of the loſs ſuſtained by this army are 
various; ſome accounts make it twenty thouſand, whilſt 
others reduce it to fix z but in my judgment the former ap- 
proaches nearer the truth : Great part of its artillery muſt 
likewiſe have been loſt. The retreat of this army expoſed 
the other, of the Rhine and Moſelle, under Moreàu, to danger; 


and from which it is not yet extricated. It is known that this 


latter is alſo on the retreat; and the Arch Duke is now bend- 
ing his force towards it. Some accounts ſay that Beurnon- 
ville will be able ſo to co-operate, as to give effectual aid ; but 
which is denied by others. At the preſent moment there- 
fore nothing certain can be given you of the actual ſtate of 
that army, or of what will probably reſult from it. In a 
ſhort time however I expect to be able to be more full and ex- 
plicit on this ſubject. | | 

It is ſaid that an Engliſh miniſter is at Dieppe on his way 
here ; and that a Portugueſe one is in town, with a view no 


doubt, on the part of each; to treat of peace. 


— 
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From the Miniſter Plenipotentiary 97 the United States of Ame 
rica, to the Miniſter of Foreign Affairs. | 


Paris, Sept. 21th, 1796. 


I HEAR that an order has iſſued from your government 
for ſeizing the property of your enemies in neutral bottoms ; 
and to aſcertain the verity of which report, I take the liberty 
to addreſs myſelf to you; it being a meaſure, in caſe it be 
true, which cannot otherwiſe than deeply affect the intereſt 
of the United States; and of courſe upon which 1 ought to 
poſſeſs the molt correct and early information. 


Extract from the Regifter of the Refilues of the Buotitive Dis 
rectory. | | BG 1 £ 
25th Fructidor, 4th year of the Republic. 


{ Sept. 110, 1796: } 
The Executive Directory refolves as follows : 
Tu miniſter of foreigrraffiirs will dechre to Citizen 


Monroe, miniſter plenipotentiary of the United States of A. 


merica, that if the Federal Government does not put # ſtop 
to the procedure againſt the Citizen Collot, and does not re- 
fer thoſe who fue him before che government and his nas. 
tural judges in France, the executive directory will take the 
neceffary meafures, that reprifals ſhall be uſed for reparation 
of all the injuries of the Ameriean government, and of its 
agents, towards the French citizens and government. 
This reſolve ſhall not be printed. | 


(Signed) L. M.-REVEILLERE LEPEAUSX,, Prefidenc 
(True Copy) By the Executive Directory. 
(Signed) LAGARDE, Secretary Generat. 
Signed) CH. DE LA CROIX, 1 
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From the M. aber F Foreign Aﬀairi, to the M iniſter Plenipo- 


tentiary of the United States of America. 


Paris, 4th Complementary-day, 4th Year of the Republic. 


| ( September 20th, 1796.) 
CITIZEN MINISTER, | 


I SUBMITTED to the executive directory a report up- 
on the affair of Citizen Collot, judicially purſued, for two 
years paſt, before che tribunals af the United Btates; for hav- 
ing, while he was governor of Guadeloupe, cauſed to be 
ſeized a veſſel laden with counter- revolutionary writings which 
came from Philadelphia. 

The executive directary conſiders the ſuit brought againſt 
the Citizen Collot, for this adminiſtrative act, for which he was 
accountable only to the French government, as a violation af 
the principles of the rights of nations, and of all political 
maxims. | | 

The Federal executive, upon the ſexeral reclamations 
which were made by our diplomatic agents, ſhould have repre- 
ſented to the ſupreme court, that they had no right to tale 
cognizance of this affair; and that it ought to have referred 
the adverſaries of the governor of Guadeloupe, to the French 


government, alone competent to take cognizance of their plea ' 


of damage and intereſt. But your executive have remained 
ſilent, and the tribunal before whom this affair was brought 
has ventured to give a judgment, by virtue of which General 
Collot has been ſummoned to prove that he bad the right, as 
governer, to do the act, which occaſioned this procedure. 
This judgment indiredtly determines the amenability of the 
French government. | 1 


The executive directory has thought it became its dignity 


not to ſuffer any longer this blow directed againſt the inde» 


pendence and fovereignty of the French Republic. 

1 am directed, Citrzen Miniſter, to declare to you, that « if 
© the Federal government does not put a ſtop to this unjuſt 
<. procedure, which-continnes againſt the Citizen Collot, and 
© does not refer his adverſaries before their natural Judges in 
France, the executive directory will take the meaſures neceſ- 
© fary to make uſe of repriſals, and to obtain reparation of all 
the wrongs of the American government, and its agents, to- 
* wards the French government.” | . 
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I requeſt you to communicate this declaration to the Preſi- 


dent of the United States of America, and to invite him to 


weigh it. 
; Health and fraternity. 


(Signed) | | * 
CH. DE LA CROIX. 
8 5 5 


From the Miniſter of Foreign Affuirs, to the M. inifler Phnipns 
tentiary of the U. nited States of America. 7 


Paris, 11th Vendemiaire, 5th Year of the Republic: 
3 5 Ociober 2d, 1796.) 


0 


CITIZEN MIIITISTER, 


I aw directed to inform you of the teſolve of the ex- 
ecutive directory, dated the 25th Fructidor laſt; relative to the 
unjuſt procedure which continues before the tribunals of the 
United States, againſt the Citizen Collot, governor of Gua- 
deloupe. While I invite you to inform your government of 
the particulars of that refolve, I rely entirely on the official de- 
claration that I made hu on the 5th Complementary day of 
the 4th year. A atone 


- 


Health and fraternity. 


(Signed) | | | 
| CH. DE LA CROIX. + 


Frem the Minifler Plenipetentiary of the United States of Amis 
rica, to the Miniſter of Foreign Apairs. 
Ws; | Paris, Sept. 27th, 1790. 


1 | : 

I BAvx received your favor the 20th inſtant (4th 
Complementaire) communicating the atrete of the directoire 
executif, taken in conſequence of a proceſs ſuſtained a- 
inſt Citizen Collot, late governor of Guadeloupe; for the 

izure of one of our veſſels, whilſt he was governor of that 
if}and, upon the charge of introducing into it counterrevolu- 
tionary writings 3 and which arrete you requeſt me to tranſ- 
mit without delay to our government. x") 
I beg to aſſure you, that I ſhall immediately tranſmit to gui 


government the arrete referred to; and will alſo make know? 


tutior 
other 
curre. 


1 


to you the anſwer I receive, as ſoon as I receive it. Upon 
this ſubject however I think proper to ſubmit to you ſome ob- 
ſervations, which you may probably deem worthy the atten- 
tion of your government in the preſent ſtage. 

It appears that the Citizen Collot is called on at the ſuit of 
an individual, to anſwer for an act which the latter deems 
a perſonal injury; and that the demand made upon him 
by the court, is to ſhew that he ſeized that veſſel by vir- 
tue of his powers as governor : There is yet no final judg- 
ment againſt him, and the preſumption is none will be ; for 
the demand made on him to ſhew by what authority he acted, 
recognizes that of this government ; and proves of courſe, if 
he ſhews ſuch authority, that the judgment will be in his 
favor. It does not appear that he is required to ſhew ſpecial 
power to feize veſſels from his government; and it is therefore 
probable it will be ſufficient to ſhew that he -was governor 
only. This is the ſtate of the caſe before the court. 

In the United States, any and every perſon may be called 
on in court to anſwer at the ſuit of an individual; and when 
the proceſs is ſerved and returned to court, there exiſts no au- 
thority in the executive power to remove it; nor can it be re- 
moved otherwiſe than by the court itſelf, and according to its 
ov/n rules. This principle is general, and applies equally to 
the officers of our own government, and to thoſe of other coun- 
tries; for I knew a proceſs ſerved upon the governor of one 
of our States, after he had retired from oflice, for an act per- 
formed, whilſt he was governor ; and from which I. think he 
was relieved by ſhewing that he was governor at that time. I 
mention this fact, as well to ſhew the univerſality of the prin- 
ciple, as to obſerve I think it probable, had Governor Collot 
attended in perſon or by counſel and ſhewn his commiſſion to 


the court, the ſuit would have been diſmiſſed in the com- 


mencement; and to add alfo, that I likewiſe think it proba- 
ble its continuance for ſo long a term in court, proceeded from 
his not taking thoſe meaſures in his defence, which the conſti- 
tution and laws of our country require; and which every 
other perſon is bound to take; an omiſſion, I prefume, in- 
curred, if ſuch be the caſe, from his being unacquainted with 
the laws and cuſtoms of our country. . 

It ſeems to me to be a ſound doctrine, that until there is an 
ultimate decifion by the court, and againſt juſt principles, there 
can be no cauſe of complaint; eſpecially when the nature of 
our government and its laws are conſidered ; and to explain 


which I have thought proper to ſubmit to you the abovs vbſer= 
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From the Miniſter of Foreign Affairs, t the Miniſter Plenig 


tentiary of the United States of America. 
| Paris, 1 3th Vendemiaire 5th Year of the Republic. 
| ( ORober 4th, 1796.) 


| Is it true, Sir, that the Federal government has or. 
dered an embargo on our veſſels of war and merchantmen? 


- Is it true that Mr. Skipwith, upon the receipt of this intelli 


gence, teſtified a joy as miſplacec, and as ſurprizing as the 
nous itſelf. Be ſo good, Sir, as to inform me on theſe two 
points. If, as I flatter myſelf, both are without foundation, 
you will haſten, I doubt not, to deny the firſt, and Mr. Skip 
with will make it a duty to refute the ſecond, in writing. 

I beg you to accept, in the meantime, the aſſurance of my 
entire conſideration. | 


(Signed) | . 
CH. DE LA CROIX. 


From the Minifter Plenipotentiary of the United States, to th 


Miniſter of Foreign: Affairs. 1 
Paris, October 5th, 1796. 


I nave juſt received your note of yeſterday, comms 
nicating a report which is circulated, that our government 
has put au embargo on your veſſels of war and of commerce; 
and demanding of me whether it be true. I have receive 
this communication with great ſurprize, becauſe I have 10 
only no oficial information to that effect, but never heard d 
the report before; of courſe, I entirely diſbelieve it; and the 
more ſo, becaule I truſt you have given no cauſe for ſuch 4 
procedure; and likewiſe, becauſe i am ſatisfied, that with. 
out ſerious and weighty cauſe, the Preſident of the Unuted 
States would not adopt it. : « 


In regard to what you have heard reſpeting Mr. Skips 


with, I am equally ſatisfied from my perſonal knowledge 


of his political principles, and of the intereſt he takes in ths 
welfare of both republics, and which cannot be promoted 
otherwiſe than by a continuance of friendſhip and harmony 
between them,—that if the report were true, it would prone 
to him a cauſe not of pleaſure, but of the moſt ſerious ts 


gret; lincg it would evinge the proſpect of an approaglurg 
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rupture between them; and which could not otherwiſe than 


give pain to the friends of liberty and humanity every where. 
He is at preſent on a viſit at ſome diſtance from Paris, ſo that 
I cannot now- communicate to him the purport of your note 
reſpecting himſelſ; but will do it immediately on his return. 


From the Miniſter of Foreign Affairs, to the Miniſter Plenipo- 
tentiary of the United States of America, 


Paris, 16th Vendemiaire, 5th Year of the Republic. 


| October 7th, 1796. 
Cirrzxw MINISTER, 


Tux executive directory, informed that Mr. Pariſh, Ameri- 
can conſul at Hamburgh, took the liberty of giving paſſports, 
under the appellation of Anglo-Americans to Engliſhmen, 
which he repreſented as citizens of the United States, and 
that the conſul was the avowed agent of England, for the 
tranſportation and and equipment of the emigrants, thought 
it its duty to demand formally, of the Federal government, 
his recall. The anſwer of the ſecretary of ſtate to the French 
miniſter is nothing leſs than an indirect juſtification of the 


conduct of Mr. Pariſh. The material fact of which that con- 


ſul is accuſed is 1n it held as doubtful. 

am directed, Citizen, to notify to you, that the execu- 
tive direCtory renews the demand of Mr. Pariſh's recall, and 
to declare to you, that no faith will be given in France to the 
paſſports and other acts from him, or with his ſignature. I 
requeſt you to give information of this meaſure to the Preſig 
dent of the United States. | 

Health and Fraternity. 


Signed) | 8 
8 CH. DE LA CROIX. 
From the Miniſter Plenipetentiary of the United States of Ame- 
rica, to the Minifler of Foreign Affairs. 
Paris, October 12th, 1796. 
I HAvE received your note of the 7th inſtant (16th 


Vendemiaire) upon the ſubject of Mr. Pariſh, our conſul ar 
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Hamburgh, requeſting me to communicate its contents to our 


government; and with which I ſhall certainly comply by the 
firſt opportunity that occurs. | 


From Mr. Monree, to Mr. King. 
Paris, October 12th, 1796. 


I navx been favored with yours of the 19th of Sep- 
tember, and ſhould have anſwered it ſooner, had I not wiſh- 
ed to obtain pteviowlly, an explicit anſwer from this govern- 
ment upon a demand I had made of it, whether orders were 
iſſued to ſeize the property of its enemy in our bottoms, which 
J daily expected to obtain, but did not until within a few 
days paſt. I am ſorry now to inform you, that what I lately 
intimated in that reſpect, is too well founded; ſince I have 
been formally notified, that ſuch orders are iflued ; and C that 
c it ſhall regulate its conduct towards the veſſels of neutral 
© and allied powers, in all reſpects, in the ſame manner as the 
< Engliſh are permitted to do.” I give you, therefore, this in- 
formation without delay, that you may avail yourſelf of it in 
ſuch manner as you may judge moſt ſuitable for the benefit 
of ſuch of our countrymen as are intereſted in it. 

Your notification to Mr. Johnſon, of the purport of my 
former letter upon this ſubject, and which he inſerted in the 
Engliſh papers, was immediately transferred into thoſe of 
this city; and, of courſe, attracted the attention of this govern- 
ment. But as I had correctly ſtated what was then ſtated to 


me, which was preſented with equal accuracy by you, this 


incident gave me no concern; and I mention the republica- 
tion here, only to apprize you, that that circumſtance, the 
only one you might wiſh to avoid, has occurred, and without 
producing any inconvenience that I know of, 


C No. XIII. J 
From Mx. Monroe, TO THE SECRETARY or STATE. 
Paris, OR. 21fh, 1796. 


I navs lately received from the miniſter of foreign 
affairs the note I intimated to you, ſome time ſince, I had rea- 
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fon to conclude he was inſtructed to write me; a copy of 
which, with one of my reply, I herewith incloſe to you. 1 
likewiſe ſend you copies of two other notes from him, and of 
my replies upon other ſubjects ; and which are only deſerving 
of attention, as they ſerve to ſhew the actual diſpoſition of 
this government towards us at the preſent moment. 

Upon a critical view of the note firſt above mentioned, it 
was doubtful whether my functions were not likewiſe ſuſ- 
pended with thoſe of Mr. Adet; and I was diſpoſed in con- 
ſequence to aſk an explanation on that head; but from this I 
was ſwerved by the following conſiderations : Firſt, That if 
it were ſo intended, it would probably have been ſo expreſſed, 
and in explicit terms; Secondly, as it was not ſo exprefled, 
that ſuch a demand might tend to irritate and thereby widen 
the breach; and "Thirdly, that the ſame end might be obtain- 
ed by the ſubmiſſion of one of my paſſports to the miniſter 
for legaliſation; ſince it would tend to prove, in caſe he per- 
formed that office, that they were not ſuſpended. According- 
ly I took this latter courſe ; and found, ſo far as any inferenee 
was to be drawn from that circumſtance, that it was not the 
intention of the directoire to ſuſpend them. | 

This ſubje& is now before the preſident, upon the repre- 
ſentation of Mr. Adet ; and upon which, as I know nothing 


beyond what you now have, it is impoſſible for me to make 


any comment. He will of courſe diſpoſe of it in ſuch a man- 
ner as he thinks moſt conducive to the honor, the intereſt, 
and welfare of our country ; and in the interim, and until I 
hear from you, I ſhall endeavour, and without a compromit- 
ment of any kind, to conciliate, ſo far as in my power, the 
good diſpoſition of this government towards us. 

I ſend you a Gazette, which contains any official account 
of the arrival of Moreau at Fribourgh, after making a ſafe and 
honourable retreat through a great extent of country; and to 
which he was expoſed by the defeat of Jourdan. He is now 
conſidered as out of danger. The army too under Beurnom 
ville is ſaid to be reorganized, and in conſiderable force; ſe 
that it is poſſible notwithſtanding the late ſeaſon of the year, 
ſomething further may be done, and eſpecially if the Arch- 


duke, by advancing, courts a new rencounter. 


Yeſterday the Engliſh miniſter arrived but what the prof» 
pect of peace is, there is no datum whereon to hazard a con- 
jecture. | 


—— OOH — — — * — . es. - Es . oor ern a . 
_ * 223 | ”" — 


L 390 J 


From the Miniſter of 8 Relations, to, the Mi in Her blu. 
rentiary of the U. nited States of America. 


Paris, 16 Fendemiaire, 5th Year of the Republic, 
F OZ. 5th, 1796.) 


CITIZEN M17 NISTER, 
f 

Tun executive directory charges me to notify to 
you the ſuſpenſion of all the functions which it has pre- 
ſcribet to the miniſter plenipotentiary of the French Repub- 
tic near the United States. It charges me likewiſe to com- 
municate to you the arret of which I have the honor to fend. 
ou a copy, and agreeably to which our ſhips armed for war, 
will treat the United States, as theſe ſuffer the Engliſh to treat 

them. 

The firſt ſtep, Citizen Miniſter, does not neal to be come. 
mented on. My diſpatches of the 19th Ventoſe, and 19th 
Meſlidor laſt, and more eſpecially the events which for ſome- 
time paſt have followed each other in the United States, ſuih- 
ciently explain its motives. Citizen Adet will enter with the 
Federal government upon further explanations, which I dare- 
hope will fully juſtify to it the meaſure of the exccutive di- 
rectory. It is painfui for the French government, to ſee it- 
ſelf forced to acts which beſpeak a coldneſs between two. 
nations, whom ſo many circumitances engage to unite them» 
ſelves more and more cloſely. But, Citizen Miniſter, you 
know too well from what ſide the firſt blow was given to that 
friendſhip, which our two nations had ſworn to. It is. 
very conſoling for the executive directory on reviewi 2 
ing its conduct and that of the government which preced 
it, to find, that the French Republic is blameleſs in this re- 
ſpect. At preſent its dignity would evidently be brought in- 
to que ſtion, it would neglect its duty, if it did not give un- 
equivocal | mt of a juſt diſſatigfaction. 

The ordinary relations ſubſiſting between the two pebple in 
virtue of the conventions and treaties ſhall not on This account 
be ſuſpended. The conſuls will remain charged to ſuperin- 
tend them. The eventual modifications which ſhall be pro- 
auced in that ſtate of things by the arret of the directory, 
communicate to you, can in no manner be conſidered as al- 
rerations made by us. Theſe would generally be command= 
ed by the circumſtances, and by the violation of the moſt 


1. . 


general laws of neutrality, which the Engliſh take the liberty 
to commit, if they were not, as they are, the fulfillment of 
the treaty between the two republics, and the neceſſary con- 
ſequence of the treaty fince concluded between the United 
States and England. The federal government is too en- 
lightened, not to have foreſeen all the reſults of that treaty, 
and no doubt, too juſt to deſire, that its whole weight 
ſhould fall on the French Republic. 

It ſhall not be the fault of the executive directory, Citizen, 
Miniſter, if the political relations between che two nations 
are not ſpeedily reeſtabliſhed on the footing they ought to be, 
and if the clouds,which caſt a gloom on our alliance, be not 
difpelled, by frank and loyal explanations ; to which it will 
be anxious to liſten above all, Citizen Miniſter, when they 
{hall be made through you. 


Health and fraternity. 


Signed | EP 
e CH. DE LA CROIX. 


From the Minifter Plenipetentiary of the United States, to the 
Minifter of Foreign Afﬀairs. | 
Paris, OF. 12th, 1796. 


I Haves juſt been favored with yours of the 7th inſt. 

50 6th Vendemiaire)announeing that the directoire exeeutif had 
uſpended Mr. Adet's functions, as miniſter plenipotentiary 
to the United States; and had likewiſe given orders that the 
armed ſhips of the republic ſhould treat our veſſels in the 
ſame manner, as the Engliſh treat them; and that both mea- 
ſures were taken in conſequence of certain acts of our go- 
vernment, which have occurred in the courſe of the preſent: 
war; and particularly our late treaty with Great Britain. 
I have received this communication with real concern, be- 
eauſe I had preſumed that the explanation I had given in my 
u to your ſeveral complaints, ſtated in the two notes to 
which you refer, was ſatisfactory; and becauſe I cannot other- 


wiſe than lament that any incident ſhould occur, and eſpecial- 
ly during my ſervice here, which betrayed a diminution on 
either ſide of that harmony and friendſhip which ought al- 
ways to ſubſiſt between our governments. I fatter myſelf 
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however that this diſcontent will prove tranſitory ; and that L 


ſhall ſoon have the pleaſure to witneſs the complete reſtoration 


of that ſincere and cordial amity, which has heretofore ſo hap- 


pily ſubſiſted between the two republics. | 
I forbear to add any thing at preſent upon the ſubject of 
your complaints; becauſe in the ſtate in which that buſineſs 
now is, it could not otherwiſe than be unprofitable ; and be- 
cauſe it would illy accord with the reſpect I owe to my own 
government, Fiore whom that ſubject now is, for me to ad- 
dreſs you further on it, at the preſent moment. I ſhall await 
e with patience, as it is my duty to do, the orders of 
the preſident in this reſpect; to whom it belongs to direct 
the courſe it may be deemed ſuitable for me to take in the 


' preſent conjuncture. 


Be aſſured, Sir, that as there is no political object which 
I have more ſincerely at heart than a continuance of perfect 
harmony between our two republics ; ſo no political inci- 
dents can occur to give me ſo much pleaſure as thoſe, in which 
I become the organ of fuch communications as have a tenden- 
cy to promote it. | | 

I cannot cloſe my reply, Citizen Miniſter, without making 


to yourſelf and the directoire executif my ſincere acknow- 


ledgment for the attention with which you have heard my ſe- 
veral communications, formal and informal, on this ſubject; 
and in which I have endeavoured, with the beſt views towards 
the intereſt and welfare of both countries, to divert you from 
any meaſure of this kind; and I beg to aſſure you that the 
liberal ſentiments you have been. pleaſed to expreſs in my fa- 
vor, will always prove a ſource of the moſt grateful remem- 
brance. 


DAR TMENT OF STATE. 
Auguſt 22d, 1796. 
LE, 


O the 19th of July I received your letter of the 2d of 
tit May covering the paper bearing date the gth of March, 
and figned by M. De La Croix the French miniſter for foreign 
affairs, exhibiting the complaints of his government againſt 
the government of the United States, and your anſwer to 
thoſe complaints; and on the 21ſt of July, the latter, togeth- _ 
er with a tranſlation of the miniſter's ſtatement, were | 
$tkted to the Prefident at Mount Vernon. | 


Antecedent to the receipt of this letter, the preſident had 
conceived it neceflary to [end a new miniiter to repreſent the 
United States at Paris, and had made a tender of the appoint= 
ment to General Charles Coteſworth Pinckney of South Ca- 
rolina, and a letter of the roth inſtant. from the pieſident 
which I received the 13th, covered Mr. Pinckney's letter of 
the 27th of July, declaring his acceptance of the office. He 
may be expected in Philadelphia by the cloſes of the preſent 
month; and he will embark for Europe as ſoon after as ſhall 
be practicable.— My letter of the 13th of June (of which 
a duplicate and triplicate have been forwarded) will have 
manifeſted to you the uneaſineſs and diſſatisfaction of the 
preſident 3 and the cauſe of both will be apparent in the let- 
ter itſelf. , 5 

The preſident feeling forcibly the obligations of his office, 
to maintain the honor and intereſts of the United States, in 
relation to foreign nations; and our connections with France 
in particular demanding, from various cauſes, the moſt con- 
{tant and pointed attentions, to prevent or remove jealouſies 
and complaints, it was impoſſible to-conceal—it was a duty to 
expreſs, his ſenſations conſequent on the receipt of your letters 
of February 16th and 20th, and March foth and 25th; a 
further conſideration of theſe communications with other 
concurring eircumſtances determined the Preſident to 
make the appointment I have herein announced. Mr, 

Pinckney will be the bearer of your letters of recall. 
To enable him to accompliſh the objects of his miſſion, he - 
will require all the Official documents in your poſſeſſion, 
including your correſpondence with the French Government 
as well as with your own; and according to the uſual and 
neceſſary courſe of diplomatic agencies you will be pleated to 

transfer them to him. | 


Tam,'&c, - | 
' © TIMOTHY PICKERING, 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE. | 
$7R, | 
GENERAL PINCKNEY will be the bearer of this letter. 


He is to ſaccted you as the miniſter plenipotentiary of the 
Vnited States with the French Republic, 


Ee e 


I incloſe a triplicate of my letter to you of the 22d ultims, 
in which the motives to bis appointment are ſuggeſted. I al- 
ſo incloſe your letter of recall, addreſſed to the directory of the 
French Republic, and a copy thereof for your information of 
the manner in which the preſident wiſhes you to take leave of 
that body. 

The claims of the Axio 0 on the French Re- 
public are of great.cxtent, and they are waiting the ifſue of 
them through the public agents with much umpatience, Mr. 
Pinckney is particularly charged to look into this buſineſs, in 


which the ſcrious intereſts, and in ſome caſes nearly the whole 
' fortunes of our citizens are involved. You will have the goods 


neſs to communicate to Mr. Pinckney ſuch general informa- 
tion as may facilitate his inquiries concerning it, and haſten a 
ſucceſsful conclufion. 


I 158 Ec. 
IINMOI HY PICKERING. 


From the Miniſſer of Foreſge Affairs, to Citizen Mauroe 
Miniſter Plenipetentiary of the United States of America, 


1 


Paris, 12th Frimaire, 5th Year of the Republic. 
Dec. 2d, 1796. 2 


CITIZEN OT R, 


As the arrival of Mr. Pinckney at Paris ſeems to be 
near at hand, if it has not already taken place, I thought 
it incumbent on me to inform you of the formalities which 
you will have to obſerve on that occaſion. It is cuſtomary, 
that the recalled miniſter and his ſucceſſor tranſmit to the 
miniſter of external relations the copy of their credentials 
and letters of recall. Preſuming that your letters of recall have 

already been received by you, I invite you to communicate 


them to me as toon as poſt ble. » 
- Health and Fraternity. 
(Signed) 5 
CH. DE LA CROIX. 
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F. rom the M inzſter | Plenipotentiar y of / I TTnited States of 


America, to the Minifter of Foreign ¶airs. 
| Paris, Dec. 3d, 1796. 


I nave been honored with your favor of yeſterday, 
preſcribing the mode to be purſued upon the arrival of bir. 
Pinckney, who ſucceeds me in the office of minitter plenipo- 
tentiary with the French republic, by forwarding to you his 
letters of credence with mine of recall, and which I will 


molt willingly comply with as ſoon as he arrives. He may be 


daily expected ; perhaps he 1s already arrived, of which I will 
inform you as ſoon as adviſed of it. I have not yet receiv= 
ed my letter of recall or would now ſend you a copy of it : 
I expect it by Mr. Pinckney ; being fo adviſed by our Secreta- 
ry of State, who then announced to me only the fact that I 
was recalled. Accept the aſſurance, &c. 


From the Miniſter Plenipotentiary of the United States of Ameri»: 


ca, to the Miniſter of Foreign Affuirs. 
Paris, Dec. 6th, 1796. 


I Have the honor to inform you that my ſucceſſor 


(Mr. Pinckney) is arrived and is defirous of waiting on you 
for the purpoſe of preſenting a copy of his letter of credence 


for the directoire exccutif of tlie French republic. By him 
I have alſo reccived my letter of recall. Permit me 


therefore to requeſt you will be fo obliging as to appoint - 


a time when Mr. Pinckney and myſelf ſhall have the honor 
to attend you for the purpoſe of preſenting you copies of theſe 
documents. 


From the Miniſter of Foreign Affairs to the Miniſter Plenipatens 


tiary of the United States of Amerita. 
Paris, 19th, Frimaire, 5th Year of the Republic. 


GE, ( Dec. gth, 1796.) 
CITIZEN MNS TER, 


I Have received the letter you did me the honor te 
write to me, in which you demand an interview for the Ci- 
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. 
tizen Pinckney, appointed your ſucceſſor, in order to deliver 
me a copy of his credentials and of your letter of recall. Iſhall 
be glad to receive you this very day from one o'clock in the 
afternoon to four, if you can find it convenient. I requeſt 
you to propoſe it to Citizen Pinckney. 


Health and Fraternity. 
(Signed) CH. DE LA CROIX. 


From the Minifter of Foreign Afairs, to the M. iniſter Plenipa- 
tentiary of the United States of America. | 


Paris, 21th a 5th Year of the Republic. 


| Dec. 11th, 1796. } 
CITIZEN DM[TNISTER, 


I HASTENED to lay before the executive directory the copy 
of your letter of recall and of the credentials of Mr. Pinckney, 
whom the preſident of the United States has appointed to 
ſuccec you as miniſter plenipotentiary of the ſaid States 
near the F-ench Republic. The directory has charged 
me to :o0tfy to you, „ that it will no longer recog- 
nize, nor receive, a miniſter plenipotentiary from the United 
States, until after a reparation of the grievances demanded of 


the American government, and which the French Republic 


has a right to expect.“ | = | 

I beg you, Citizen Miniſter, to be perſuaded, that this de- 
termination, which is become neceſſary, does not oppoſe the 
continuance of the affection between the French Republic 
and the American people, which is grounded on former 2 
offices and reciprocal intereſt; an affection which you have 
taken pleaſure in cultivating by all the means in your power. 


Accept, Citizen Miniſter, the aſſurance of my perfect con- 
fideration. EE a | 


(Signed) | I 
| CH. DE LX CROIX. 


ce 


Prem James Monroe, Citizen of the United States, ts the 
Miniſter of Foreign Affairs. 


As my functions as miniſter plenipotentiary with the 


French Republic have ceaſed by the letter of recall which I 
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had the honor to preſent to you ſometime ſince, and as it is 
my with, in obedience to the order of my government, to take 


my leave of the directoire executif without delay, permit 
me, citizen miniſter, again to requeſt that you will be ſa oblig- 


ing as preſent. this ſubject before that body, and obtain from 


it as early an appointment for that purpoſe, as may ſuit its 


convenience. © 
Accept the aſſurance &c. 


| From the Miniſter of Foreign Afairs, to Mr. M onrote 
Paris, 1th Mugſe, 5th Tear of the Republic. 
= | D Dec. 25th, 1796.) 


1 


I Havn the honor of informing you, Citizen, that the : 


directory will give next Decadi (Dec. 30) a private audience, 
for the delivery of your letters of recall. I invite you to come 
between eleven and half paſt eleven o'clock, to the houſe of 
external relations. We will proceed together to the direc- 
tory, to whom 1 ſhall have the honor to preſent you. 
Accept, Citizen, the expreſſion of the high conſideration 
and of the ſincere attachment, which are due to your civic vir- 
tues. 
(Signed) | 
E CH. DE LA CROIX. 


Addreſs of Mr. Monroe to the Directory on preſunting his letter 
of recall. | | | 


I Have the honor to preſent you with my letter of re- 
call from the preſident of the United States of America which- 
cloſes my political functions with the French Republic; and I 
have likewiſe the honor to add, that I am inſtructed by the 
pee, to avail myſelf of this occaſion to renew to you, on 

is part, an aſſurance of the ſolicitude which the United 
States feel for the happineſs of the French republic. 
In performing this act, many other conſiderations ctoud 
themſelves upon my mind. I was a pm to a revolution 
in my own country: I was deeply penetrated with its prin- 


ciples, which are the ſame with thoſe of your revolution: 1 


ſaw too its difficulties ; and remembering theſe, and the im- 


portant ſervices rendered us by France upon that occaſion, 1 


have partaken with you in all the perilous and trying ſituations 
in which you have been placed. 


— ? 
7 


— — — 


[4 - 
£ . 


C 


— 


— 


1 


* 
| ; 
Wes: ener” we... 4 n 11 23 — 
- ? ; 


| L 3083: 
[t was my fortune to arrive among you in a moment of 
@oMplizzted danger from within and from without; and it is 


wit: the molt heartfelt ſatisfaction, that in taking my leave, I 


behold victory and the dawn of proſperity upon the point of 
realizing, under the auſpices of a wiſe and excellent conſtitu- 
tion, all the greatobjeQs for which, in council and the field, you 
have ſo long and ſo nobly contended. The information which 
I ſhall carry to America of this ſtate of your affairs will be 
received, by my countrymen, with the fame joy and ſolicitude 
for its continuance, that I now feel and declare for myſelf. 

There is no object which I have always had more uniform 
ly and ſincerely at heart, than the continuance of a cloſe 
union and perfect harmony between our two nations. I ac- 
cepted my miſſion with a view to uſe my utmoſt efforts to en- 
creaſe and promote this object, and I now derive conſolation 
in a review of my conduct, from the knowledge that I have 
never deviated from it. Permit me therefore, in withdraw- 
ing, to expreſs an earneſt wiſh that this harmony may be per- 
petual. 8 * | 

I beg leave to make to you, Citizen Directors, my particular 
acknowledgments for the confidence and attention with which 
you have honored my miſſion during its continuance; and at 
the ſame time to aſſure you, that as T ſhall always take a deep 
and ſincere intereſt in whatever concerns the proſperity and 
welfare of the French Republic, ſo I ſhall never ceaſe in my 
retirement to pay you, in return for the attention you have 
ſhewn me, the only acceptable recompenſe to generous minds, 
the tribute of a grateful remembrance. * 


Anſwer of the Prifident of the Di rectory. 


Mr. Miniſter Plenipotentiary of the United States of Americas 


Bx preſenting this day to the executive directory 
your letters of recall, you offer a very ſtrange ſpectacle to 
Europe. EEO | „ 

France, rich in her freedom, ſurrounded by the train of her 
yictories, and ſtrong in the eſteem of her allies, wilt not ſtoop 
to calculate the contequences of the condeſcenſion of the A- 
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ple, with che crafty careſſes of perfidious men, who meditate 
to bring them again under their former yoke, Aſſure the good 
people of America, Mr. Miniſter, that, like them, we adore 
'berty 3 thatthey will always poſſeſs our eſteem, and find in 
+. Frenchpeople that republican generoſity which knows how 

grant peace, as well as to cauſe its e to be re- 
pe cted. 15 

As for you, Mr, Miniſter Plenipotentiary, you ive com- 
d for principles; you have known the true iutereſts of 
your country, — depart with our regret: We reſtore, in you, a 
repreſentative to America; and we preſerve the remembrance 
of the Citizen, whote perſonal qualities did ogy” to that. 
title. 


6 — - * 
as \ 


To James Monroe, Min er Pipe of the United States 
of 4 HOI to the French Republic. 


8 ; n a: Paris, November r 8th, 1796, 


83, 


IT having been known, that you had * let- 
ters of recall as miniſter plenipotentiary to this Republic, from 
the government of the United States, a general meeting of 


4, 
\ 


American citizens was holden in this city yeſterday, who, de- 


ſirous to teſtify their ſenſe of your ſervices in that capacity, 
ſubſcribed an addreſs, and appointed us a committee to 12280 
ſent the ſame. | | 

In compliance with the above commiliicy, we have to re- 
queſt you to aſſign a time when it will be convenient for you 
to receive the communication entruſted to our charge. 


In behalf of the ſubſcribers to the aforeſaid addreſs, we are | 


with reſpect, Sir, your obedient humble ſervants, 


WILLIAM TUDOR, - JESSE PUTNAM, 
JOHN BUFFINGTON, JOHN M. FORBES. 


DANIEL PARKER, 


1275 Menroe's reply. 
Fu dme 945 17 258 


4 -. 


; CENTZE EUV n 


I Was this moment favoured with *. of Nea 
day, informing me that you were appointed by my country- 
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men now in Paris, to preſent me an addreſs, expreſſive of their 
approbation of my public conduct, ſince IJ have had the ho- 
Nour to repreſent our common country as miniſter plenipoten- 


tiary with the French Republic, and requeſting me to appoint 


a time when it would ſuit me to receive it. 


Permit me to aſſure you, gentlemen, that this communica- 
tion has given me the higheſt ſatisfaction; becauſe under ex- 
iſting circumſtances nothing can be more grateſul to me, than 
the approbation of ſuch ef my countrymen as have been in 


France, have witneſſed the difficult fituation of our affairs, and 


have known my conduct; and I beg of you to inform them, 


that the deſire they have ſhewn upon this occaſion, to honour 


me with theirs, has made, as it ought to make, a very deep 
impreſſion on my mind. Aſſure them it is one of thoſe inte- 
reſting incidents attending my miſſion, which will never be 


erafed from m memory. 


Flattering, however, as is this proof of their conſidence and 
eſteem, upon the preſent occaſion”; yet there are ſome conſi- 
Utrations of peculiar weight, which forbid my receiving it at 
the preſent time. Theſe are ſuggeſted by a regard for the 
public intereſt, == out of the particular ſituation of our af- 
fairs, and will of courſe be duly appreciated by you. It is im- 


_ poſſible for me to be more explicit at preſent, in, unfolding to 
you the nature of thoſe conſiderations to which I reſer; but I 


well know that the mere intimation that ſuch exiſt, will furniſh 


to you and my countrymen in general, an adequate motive 


hy I now decline receiving from them a paper, which I highly 


prize, and ſhould otherwiſe be happy to receive. 
| | 8 JAMES MONROE. 
To William Tudor, John Buffington, | 
Daniel Parker, PU Putnam, 
John M. Forbes, Eſquires. 


To Fames Monroe. 
Paris, Januar 12th, 1797, 
NR, | 
BeinG informed that you are now on the point of 


leaving France, we have the pleaſure to preſent you the addreſs 
entruſted to our care by the American gentlemen in Paris, and 


are, with great reſpeQ,:&'c. | 
2 * 8 RY JESSE PUTNAM, 


. 5 FF 2 _ Þ Ja EN I 2 OG. 


of America. 


Paris, Dec. 6th, 1796. 
DIR, 2 | 
4s citizens of the United States of America it is with 
deep regret we find, that your diplomatic miſſion to the 
republic, is ſoon to terminate by the arrival of a ſucceſſor. 


If there is a moment which marks, above all others, the 


unqueſtionable ſincerity of an addreſs, it is that when pre- 
ſented to a man who is going out of office. 

In this ſituation of things it is, that your fellow citizens, 
now at Paris, come to affure you of that honeſt and lively 
concern which they feel on this occaſion. Being on the ſpot— 
they have known, and it is with pleaſure they teſtify to your 
faithful and unabated application to the duties of your ar- 
duous office and your unceaſing vigilance for the honor and: 
intereſt of our common country. | 

Theſe, Sir, are our ſentiments of your official deportment 
in affairs of a public nature; but when we recollect the readi- 
neſs and zeal with which you have ſo uniformly and ably ad- 
vocated the individual interests of your fellow citizens, in all. 
the critical ſituations to which the various circumſtances of 
this country have ſo often reduced them, we can only lament” 
the incompetency of language to do juſtice to the force of 
the impreſſion, and the extent of our obligations. 

To this we can only add our molt ardent wiſhes that you 
may receive that approbation from our country, which, as 
far as our obſervation goes, we conceive to be juſtly due to 
your fidelity and eminent ſervices. | 


We are, with the warmeſt ſentiments of reſpect and 


eſteem, your affectionate fellow citizens. 


SAMUEL BROOME, Senr. JOHN HOUGHTON 


WILLIAM TUDOR R. BENNET FORBES 
JESSE PUTNAM JOHN G. HESLOP 
JOHN BUFFINGTON JOS. SANDS 
WILLIAM LOWRY THOS. LANG 
NATHANIEL CUTTING LOUIS MARSHALL 
DANIEL PARKER JOS. RUSSEL 
FULWAR SKIPWITH JAMES V. MURRAY, 
JOHN M. FORBES S. P. BROOME | 


Ff 


To Tamer Monroe, Minifter Pleniprtentiary of the United Staley | 
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M. LEVENWORTH SAMUEL ANDREWS 
]. VOUCHEZ JOHN FAB RE 
G. FOWELL JN A. NESBITT 
7. COOPMAN A. WALDRYHN 
SAMUEL FULTON J. S. EUSTACE 
WII LIAM LEE  FPHRAIM WALES 


ROBERT J. LIVINGSTON EDW. BR UMFIELD 
OLIVER L. PHELPS F. ROTCH 

ROBERT LYLE THOS. W. GRIFFITH 
108. WHILTMORE J. HIGGINSON 

OLIVER CHAMPLAIN HENRY WORTHINGTON 


D. THOMPSON JOHN HOOMES 
JOHN FLEMING JOHN PARKER 
STEPHEN BLYTH © F. HOLLINGSWORTH 
SAMUEL NORWOOD HENRY FULFORD 
AS. HEMPHILL & HENRY JOHNSON 
ENI. CALLENDAR —THOS. PAINE 
JOHN GRISTE „G. W. MURRAY 
THOS: WILLARD WM. VANS, junr. 
THOS. DARNFOR'TH © THOS. RAMSDEN. 
JOHN BRYANT J. C. MOUNTFLORENCF 
JOHN MTTC HELL AMES ANDERSON 
STEPHEN FRENCH OEL FAMING 
JOHN WHEELER JOHN GREGORIE 
Z. WALKER OTIS AMMIDON 


EBEN. Marx 'M.GELSTON, 
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From the Minifter Plenipotentiory of the United States of Ames 
rica, to Mr. Sbert.“ = | 
Paris, May goth, 1795. 


| I was favoured, about ten days paſt, with yours of the 
4th inſtant, and ſhould have anſwered it immediately, had I 
not previouſly done ſo by anticipation, in ſome meaſure, in one 
of the ſame date through the armies, or had I not waited for 
the arrival of Mr. Pinckney, who was then on his way from 
Dunkirk for this place. By him this will be forwarded 


indeed, by him alone would I hazard what I deem it neceſſa- 


ry to communicate to you. Previouſly therefore, permit me 


to aſſure you, that this government will admit of no inter-- 


med-ate or third parties in its negociations, but will only 
treat with its enemies themſelves, or directly. The only power 
whoſe good offices they ever thought of accepting was the 


United States; but the negociation of Mr, Jay with England 
has, by its manner, and particularly by withholding with ſuch: 


care the reſult, inſpired. ſuch diſtruſt in our friendſhip for 
them, that they are diſpoſed not even to accept af ours. This 
is a fact of imr,ortance, which I did not chuſe to hazard 
through the rute of the armies; ſince if it was known to the 
Spaniſh government it might leſſen our weight in our nego- 
ciation with that court; for I always knew: that an opinion of 
a good underſtanding between us and this government would. 
py forward our own depending negociations elſewhere, 


ou muſt therefore (or rather Mr, P.) muſt preſs the ob- ; 


ject of your negociation to a cloſe as ſoon as poſſihle, count- 
Tag with certainty, that although, in general, we ſtand well 
Lere, yet we are to have no agency in the affairs of France, 


* Anſwer to Mr. Short's letter of the 4th May, (ſce page 181k 
Which upon reflection it is thought proper to wlcrts | 
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and of courſe are to derive, from that conſideration, no aid 
to the advancement of our own. 
It is proper to inform you, that. juſt before the report of 
Mr. Jay's treaty reached us, this government, whoſe attach- 
ment to us was daily increaſing, had it in contemplation to 
extend, by all the means in its power, its fortunes to us, in 
our depending negociations elſewhere; and that even ſince 
that report, upon the preſumption every thing is right, they 
have inſtructed (as J am told) their miniſter, negociating with 
| Spain, to ſecure in their treaty the points inſiſted on by us. 
This inſtruction was given juſt before the report of Mr. 
Pinckney' s appointment was known, and I am inclined to 
think, that although it was not in Mr. Pinckney's power (not 
being able to explain Mr. Jay's treaty to'them, without which 
it would have been indelicate) to af their aid, that the in- 
ſtructions fil} continue in force, In any event Spain will 
Have all poſſible proof, and from this government itſelf, that 
zhey with us well, and rejoice in our proſperity, and there- 
ore, although they kcep their own affairs to themſelves, yet 
the Spaniſh court will find, that a good underſtanding with 
France is not to be expected or preferved without a gcod 
underſtanding with us. | 
[ have heard that Mr. Jay has ſtipulated ſomething in his 
treaty reſpecting the Miſſiſippi; whereby, upon the ridiculous 
ꝓPretence of a guarantee to us, an extenſion of territory is ſub- 
| itantially given to Britain, and ſhe in conſequence admitted 
to the Miſſiſippi. The fact of a guarantee by Britain to us 
muſt excite the indignation of Spain towards her, though 
1 | ready to yield the point to us: But the extenſion of her ter- 
_ Fitory ſo as to comprehend the ſource of that river, and there- 
by cntitle her to its navigation, will produce a more ſerious 
and alarming effect. I think it will tend greatly to ſeparate 
pain from England, and to force the former into a more in- 
timate connection with France and the United States; the 
firſt ſteps towards which, is an accommodation to their 8 
demands. 

Another circumflance which will facilitate this object! is, 
that England, through Sir F. Eden, has abſolutely and very | 
lately attempted, upon the pretext of anexchange of priſoners, 
to open a negociation for peace with this Republic. I ſuſ- 
pect Spain knows nothing of this, but I am affured, by autho- 
rity in which I confide, that it is the truth. He was re⸗ 
ceived at Dieppe, and detained whilſt his terms were ſent to 
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che committee, and an anſwer received peremptorily reject- 
ing them. If true, I preſume the fact will be made known 


to Spain; ſo that the latter power ought to reject all delicacy 


towards the former in its tranſactions with it; 


I have one other obſervation to make, which ſhews the | 


nece ſſity of diſpatch, if poſſible, in our negociation with Spain, 
Suppoſe her peace made with this Republic; ſhe is of courſe, 
reheved from the preſſure which diſpoles her to accommodate 
us. Shall we not afterwards ſtand of courſe nearly upon the 
ſame ground that we ſtood in that negociation, from the epoch 
of the one which was conducted by Mr. Jay with Mr. Gar- 
doqui, which had well nigh ended (though managed by the 
former with great ſkill, and according to the rules of ancient 
_ diplomacy) in the occluſion of the river and diſmemberment 
of the continent; which negociation has certainly deluded 
the Spaniſh government, from that time to the preſent day, 
into an opinion, that half America wiſh it ſhut: At leaſt tome 
(who was in the Congreſs during the pendency of that ne- 
gociation, and who have ſince ſeen your correſpondence) ſuch 
appeared to be the cafe. - | „ SL 
| The above are hints upon the real ſtate of things here, up- 
on which Mr. Pinckney and yourſelf will take your mea- 
ſures. If I could ſatisfy this government that Mr. Jay's-treary 
contained nothing with which they have a right to complain, 
every thing would be eaſy here ; we might forward the views 
of the two countries in which we reſide, which in reſpect to 
this, I ardently with to forward, making previouſly thoſe of 
our own ſecure. | But can any motive of intereſt, on the part 
of France, induce her to accept ſuch offers from us, until the 
ſhall receive ſuch ſatisfaction? Where the intereſt of our 
country can be advanced, or there is a poſſibility it may, I 
am willing to attempt any thing in concert with you, and 
ſhall, therefore, be always happy to hear from you in theſe re- 
ſpects. | 
" incloſe you a letter from a friend of yours in this country, 
being aſſured it contains nothing of a treaſonable nature : No 
intelligence of the march of armies or preparations againſt 
Spain, which it is the intereſt of this government to keep 
| Jecret. 
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Erum the Minifter Plenipotentiary of the United States of Amme 
rica, to the Committee of Public Safety.“ 


Paris July 28th, 1795. 


I rave received your favour of the 5th inſtant, rela- 
tive to the complaints of ſome corſairs of the Republic, from 
Charleſton, in which you requeſt me to give the neceſſary 
explication upon that ſubject, and ſo far as thoſe complaints 
are well founded to promote the. juſt demands of the ſaid 
complainants. Permit rae to affure you, that I thall be happy 
to fulfil your deſire in both reſpects, being always ready to 
give the moſt frank and prompt explanation, according to the 
information I poſſeſs, and in every particular of the conduct 
of our government towards our ally, and equally ſo to pro- 
mote juſtice on our part, where injury has in reality been 
ſuſtained by any of the citizens of this Republic, As ſoon, 
therefore, as the committee will be pleaſed to furniſh me 
Vith an accurate detail or ſpecification of theſe complaints, I 
3 to pay the attention to them, which has been deſired 
of me, | - 


From the Secretary of State of the United States, to Mr. Monroe: 


 Philadeiphia, July 3oth, 1797. 
S, 4 | 


Stck I cloſed my letter of yeſterday, I have been in- 
formed by Mr. Swan, that Mr. Adet's diſpatches will not go 
off until this evening; and that he purpoſed to notify me of 
che opportunity being open a few hours longer. I haſten 
tHeretore, to add what I can in this ſhort interval; expecting 
to have another conveyance next week. | 

I mean to ſend to you the accuſations which have be laid 
before the Preſident, againſt Mr. Fenwick, our, Conſul at 
Bourdeaux. He is charged, upon ſtrong preſumptive grounds, 
Of having covered French property under an American name, 


* See page 222, the note of the Committee of Public Safety, 
to which this was in reply. T his paper was omitted in its pla ce 
accident. 
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by virtue of his office. The proof, though ex parte, impreſlcy 
anos. in the caſe of the ſhip Pomona; on 3 which 
he is ſuppoſed to have ſhipped five boxes of ſilver, belonging 
to French individuals, or the French government, as verdi- 
griſe or paints, under his conſular ſeal ; and alſo in the caſe 
of a Captain Alain, from whom he, or ſome perſon for his 
uſe, is underſtood to have received two and a half per cen- 
tum at leaſt, for a ſimilar ſervice. This affair is not, and 
will not be, prejudged. But the Preſident thinks it proper, 
that Mr. Fenwick ſhould ceaſe from his conſular functions 
until further order, and until an enquiry can be made. I 
requeſt you to communicate a copy of this paragraph of my 
letter to him, and Mr. Skipwith our Conſul General: To in- 
form Mr, Fenwick, that it is adviſeable, that he ſhould ex- 
pedite to me any proofs or declarations in oppoſition to theſe 
charges; to affure him that nothing leſs than a neceſſity ariſ- 
ing from a due reſpect to our national character could have 
induced even this proviſional ſtep; and to recommend to Mr. 
Skipwith to fill up, by a proper agency, this temporary 
chaſm. To ſhew, however, that we would avoid every wound 
to Mr. Fenwick's feelings, it is anxiouſly deſired, that no 
improper eclat be made in this buſineſs; and if you, after an 
accurate and extenſive examination of the matter, can un- 
dertake abſolutely to diſcredit the imputations, the ſuſpen- 
ſion may be withheld, until ſome ſtatement ſhall come from 
him. 
I ſhall probably ſend you, by the next veſſel, the final de- 
termination on the treaty. I ſuſpect that it will not be very 
wide of what I wrote to you on the 14th inſtant. 


I have Se. 
EDM. RANDOLPH. 


Note, The above letter being of a perſonal nature, it was firſt 
thought beſt not to publiſh it : But upon reflection, as it reſpected 
the conduct of a public officer, that opinion was changed. It is 
due, however, to Mr. Fenwick to obſerve, that in conſequence 
of the explanation which he * of his conduct in the above 


reſpect; he was never ſuſpended. 


THE END 


(Gard 
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